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error suspect escapes prison 


@ Former soldier accused of bombs hoax and secrets offence 9 Questions over lower-security jail and vehicle checks 


Fiona Hamilton Chief Reporter 
Matt Dathan Home Affairs Editor 
Duncan Gardham, David Woode 


A suspected terrorist accused of 
working for a hostile state escaped 
from a London prison clinging to the 
bottom of a delivery van despite being 
previously labelled a flight risk. 

Ports and airports were placed on 
high alert after Daniel Abed Khalife, a 
former soldier in the British Army, was 
reported missing from Wandsworth, a 
category B prison, at 7.50am yesterday. 
There was a gap of nearly an hour 
between prison officials realising he 


was missing and the police being 
informed. Khalife, who had been re- 
fused bail while awaiting trial because 
of flight-risk concerns, is accused of 
leaving fake bombs at a military base 
and of collecting information that 
could be useful to an enemy. 

Sources confirmed that Khalife, 21, 
who worked in the prison kitchen, was 
believed to have crawled beneath a van 
and held on to the underside as it drove 
out of the gates of the prison in south- 
west London. Police believe he poses a 
low risk to the public. 

Prison authorities faced serious 
questions about the "staggering lapse" 


Daniel Khalife 
had been 
refused bail 
because he 
was deemed 
a flight risk 


of security, given that vehicles should 
be subjected to extensive checks when 
they enter and exit the prison. 
Wandsworth was labelled a 
“crumbling, overcrowded, vermin- 


infested prison” in its most recent 
inspection. A serious security breach 
resulted in an escape there in 2019. 
lan Acheson, a former prison 
governor who was head of security at 
HMP Wandsworth in the 1990s, said an 
accused terrorist should have been in a 
category A prison such as Belmarsh. 
Acheson said: “It is difficult to under- 
stand why someone facing those 
charges is at Wandsworth in the first 
place. And even then, why he’s in the 
kitchen, which is a security risk imme- 
diately because it involves handling 
knives. Did they do an effective risk 
assessment?” Khalife, who is a British 


citizen, is accused of leaving fake bombs 
at a military base in January. He went 
missing for more than three weeks 
after the bomb hoax before his arrest on 
January 26. 

A further charge, under the Official 
Secrets Act, alleges that he collected 
personal information about soldiers 
from the Ministry of Defence joint 
personnel administration system that 
could be useful to an enemy. He was a 
soldier at the time but has since been 
discharged. 

Khalife is believed to have been 
wearing his kitchen uniform of a white 
Continued on page 2 


Exclusive The inside story of the Stones’ new bmt 


TOBY MELVILLE/REUTERS 


Times2 
News, page 11 


Modi takes 
West to task 
over climate 
aid failings 


Oliver Wright Policy Editor 


Western countries must not impose 
“restrictive” climate change policies on 
the developing world, the Indian prime 
minister has insisted as he prepares to 
host a critical G20 summit in Delhi. 

Inan article for The Times, Narendra 
Modi appears to criticise western 
nations failure to hit a pledge of spend- 
ing $l00bilion a year to help 
developing countries decarbonise their 
economies, which is almost three years 
overdue. 

He also said that any action to tackle 
global warming must be “complemen- 
tary” to development rather than 
attempting to hold back economic 
progress. 

Modi was speaking as differences 
over climate change goals resurfaced in 
the lead-up to the summit this weekend. 
The bloc is divided on commitments to 
phase down fossil-fuel use, increase 
renewable energy targets and reduce 
Continued on page 4 


Warning: your latest gadgets are spying on you in the home 


Mark Sellman 
Technology Correspondent 


The next time you unload your high- 
tech washing machine, it won't just be 
the clothes that have been rinsed. Con- 
sumers are being cleaned out of their 
personal data through modern home 
devices, a consumer group has found. 
Which? has concluded that smart 
speakers, doorbells, security cameras, 
TVs and washing machines are invad- 


ing our privacy by collecting more data 
than is needed. The gadgets are hoard- 
ing so much unnecessary information 
that the consumer group has called 
them “spies in the home”. 

Bose smart speakers share user data 
with Meta, and Google Nest products 
request contacts and location, Which? 
found. Ezviz smart cameras and door- 
bells, sold by high-street retailers 
including Argos, had trackers from Tik- 
Tok’s business marketing unit Pangle, 


Huawei, Google and Meta that hoov- 
ered up data, the research said. 

Arlo (owned by the burglar-alarm 
brand Verisure), Eufy (a Chinese firm) 
and Ring (owned by Amazon), all of 
which make smart doorbells and secur- 
ity cameras, want permission for 
people’s background location. This is 
not necessary to alert users when their 
home security system is triggered, 
Which? claimed. Much of the data har- 
vesting is done through mobile apps 


connected to the devices. The group 
has called on the privacy watchdog, the 
Information Commissioner’s Office, to 
update its guidelines to give consumers 
better protection. 

Rocio Concha, director of policy and 
advocacy at Which?, said: “Firms 
should not collect more data than they 
need to provide the service on offer, 
particularly if they are going to bury 
this important information in lengthy 
terms and conditions.” A Which? sur- 


vey of its members found a third did not 
read any of a privacy policy. Google 
Nest's is 20,000 words long. 

Amazon said: “We design our prod- 
ucts to protect our customers' privacy 
and security and to put our customers 
in control of their experience.” 

Google said: “Google fully complies 
with applicable privacy laws and pro- 
vides transparency to our users regard- 
ing the data we collect and how we use 
it.” Arlo and Eufy did not comment. 
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gan-Bentley, head 
of investigations at The Times, 
and the Times video team 
won the online video prize 
at the PressGazette Future 
of Media Awards last night. 


The award was 
undercover invest 


the exclusive 


British Gas breaking into the 
homes of vulnerable people. 


J 
that drove real world changes 
and had an immediate impact.” 


TODAY'S EDITION 


Thousands of 
schools at risk 


Thousands more 
schools are in danger 
of collapse because 
their concrete or 
timber construction 
has yet to be checked. 
More than 40 schools 
across England could 
not start the autumn 
term as normal after 
the discovery of Raac 
concrete. News, page 6 


* 


Ex-soldier faces 
jail for bigamy 
A former soldier could 
face up to seven years 
in jail after admitting 
he was married to two 
women. Jason Hayter, 
48, had five children 
with his two wives. 
Neither knew anything 
of the other, with 
Hayter explaining his 
long absences as work 
training. News, page 17 


Tourists caught 
in Greek floods 


Hundreds of tourists 
were stranded and a 
state of emergency 
declared on the Greek 
island of Skiathos after 
it was hit by torrential 
rain and flash floods. 
At least ten people 
have died in storms 
that have pounded 
Greece, Turkey and 
Bulgaria. News, page 25 


162 


days since Wall Street Journal 
reporter Evan Gershkovich 
was detained in Russia 


Eee #FrecEvan 


Missile strikes 
Ukraine market 


At least 17 people died 
when a Russian missile 
hit a busy market in 
eastern Ukraine hours 
before Antony Blinken, 
the US secretary of 
state, arrived in Kyiv 
on a surprise visit. One 
child was among the 
dead as flames 
engulfed cars and 
shops. World, page 32 


Rates at peak, 
Bank chief hints 


Interest rates may 
have peaked, the 
governor of the Bank 
of England, Andrew 
Bailey, suggested, 
telling MPs that they 
were already in 
“restrictive” territory. 
His comments sent the 
pound falling to a 
three-month low. 
Business, page 37 


Mitchell set for 
England start 


Alex Mitchell is set to 
start at scrum half for 
England in their 
opening Rugby World 
Cup match against 
Argentina on Saturday, 
a month after he was 
left out of Steve 
Borthwick’s original 
33-man squad for 

the tournament in 
France. Sport, page 72 
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THE WEATHER 


Dry day for most with sunny spells. 
Showers across parts of Ireland and 
Scotland. Full forecast, page 61 
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Scientists delighted with deal 
to rejoin EU'S research scheme 


Chris Smyth Whitehall Editor 


Britain is to rejoin the EUS science pro- 
gramme in a move that has delighted 
researchers and will be seen as a boost 
to relations with Brussels. 

Rishi Sunak was due last night to sign 
a deal for Britain to become an asso- 
ciate member of the Horizon scheme 
after months of financial negotiations. 

The prime minister is expected to 
confirm membership this morning 
with scientists able to apply for grants 
immediately for next year. 

The £8I billion Horizon programme 
is the main cross-European research 
funding mechanism. Before Brexit, 
British scientists were among the big- 
gest beneficiaries. Scientists say the 
scheme offers big grants unavailable 
elsewhere and being shut out of the 
scheme makes it harder to lead inter- 
national projects from Britain. 

Under the deal, Britain will not have 
to pay for the three years of member- 
ship it has missed, and has been prom- 
ised a rebate if it receives in grants less 
than 85 per cent of the amount it pays 
into the scheme. 

The relief in Whitehall is said to be 
“huge” and leading researchers were 


reported to be delighted at the decision 
to rejoin after months of increasingly 
vocal frustration about Britains ab- 
sence from the scheme. 

Brussels had blocked British mem- 
bership until Sunak’s Windsor frame- 
work deal for the Northern Ireland pro- 
tocol cleared the way for negotiations 
to resume. 

Sunak has been sceptical of the 
scheme, however, which he regards as 
bureaucratic and unimaginative. He 
has spent months trying to force down 
the costs. Britain demanded compensa- 
tion for funding missed because of the 
Northern Ireland impasse and a system 
to ensure the UK, previously a net con- 
tributortothescheme, did not pay in far 
more than it received in grants. 

These are now said to be settled, with 
only “procedural issues" left to finalise 
yesterday. Sunak was expected to sign a 
deal last night. 

The prime minister said yesterday 
that science and research were "critical 
to a brighter economic future”. He 
added that the governments priority 
was to join the Horizon scheme “but we 
want to make sure that is on terms that 
are right both for the British taxpayer 
and for British science and research". 


A deal will mark another step on the 
road to a better relationship with the 
EU after the Brexit negotiations. 

Dame Kate Bingham, who led the 
Covid vaccine taskforce, said she was 
delighted by the Horizon deal. “Collab- 
oration with the top European re- 
searchers is critical if the UK is to be- 
come a real science superpower,” she 
said. "The UK bats above its weight in 
science and being part of Horizon 
means we can use that influence to 
drive forward world class research." 

James Naismith, head of the 
Rosalind Franklin Institute, said scien- 
tists would be “relieved and encour- 
aged”. He added: “The prime minister is 
to be congratulated. Making the UK an 
attractive place for science is very im- 
portant for our prosperity.” Greg Clark, 
chairman of the Commons science 
committee, said the deal was “a wel- 
come boost for both UK and EU 
science”. He added: “UK science brings 
a lot to international collaborations.” 

Sir Keir Starmer said: “The UK's 
scientific talent and ambition shouldn't 
have to wait a minute longer for fund- 
ing and certainty so they can deliver on 
their ideas, for jobs and for our eco- 
nomy.” 


Synthetic embryos give rare 
glimpse of human genesis 


Tom Whipple Science Editor 


Scientists have created the most realis- 
tic models of human embryos yet using 
stem cells, and then grown them out- 
side the womb to the equivalent of 14 
days’ development. 

The “synthetic” embryos were made 
without sperm or an egg but contain all 
the key features and cell types seen in 
developing humans. They were able to 
self-organise and develop from a clump 
of 120 cells, mirroring an embryo at a 
week's development, to 2,500 cells a 
week later. When scientists took 
secretions from the cells and put them 
toapregnancy test, it came out positive. 

The advance, which comes after the 
announcement of the creation of 
similar but less complete synthetic 
embryos in June, will raise further ethi- 
cal questions. However, the team 
behind the finding, which was 
announced in the journal Nature, 
stressed it was impossible for the crea- 
tion to develop into a full pregnancy. 

Jacob Hanna, of the Weizmann Insti- 
tute of Science in Israel, said the aim 
was purely to advance understanding of 
embryonic development. “The drama 
is in the first month; the remaining 
eight months of pregnancy are mainly 


lots of growth,” Hanna said. “But that 
first month is still largely a black box.” 

It is hard to follow what happens in 
the first few days after fertilisation, in 
part due to the ethical problems dealing 
with real human embryos. Learning 
about this period could help with spot- 
ting and treating developmental dis- 
eases and preventing miscarriage. 

The model embryo was created by 
taking stem cells, derived from adult 
skin cells, and then coaxing them to 
develop into different specialisms. 
Some were left as they were, to become 
the embryo. Others were treated with 
chemicals, to activate specific genes 
that would help them to form the struc- 
tures that support the embryo, includ- 
ing the placenta and yolk sac. 

Then they let the cells develop by 
themselves. “An embryo is self-driven 
by definition ... we must only unleash 
its internally encoded potential," 
Hanna said. So far, this has happened 
only about l per cent of the time. The 
rest of the attempts were failures. 

As experiments on real human em- 
bryos are heavily regulated, Professor 
Alfonso Martinez Arias, from Pompeu 
Fabra University in Barcelona, hailed 
Hannas work as a “landmark study” in 
human development research. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Prison escape 


T-shirt, red and white chequered trous- 
ers and brown boots when he escaped. 

A prison source said staff at Wands- 
worth realised Khalife was missing at 
about 7am, almost an hour before 
police were alerted. Managers at the 
prison raised his disappearance with 
police “as soon as practically possible”, 
according to the source, who said they 
had to search other areas of the prison 
to avoid wasting police time. 

The jail was placed on lockdown and 
all ports and airports were placed on 
alert, with warnings that passengers 
could face delays due to extra checks. 

Commander Dominic Murphy, the 
head of the Metropolitan Police's 
counterterrorism command, urged the 
public not to approach Khalife, who 
comes from Beaconside in Stafford. 

As the search for Khalife continued, 
police helicopters were observed moni- 
toring the Kingston area of southwest 
London, where the suspect's family is 
known to have had connections. 
Several officers have also kept watch on 
an upstairs flat in Kingston, close to the 
edge of Richmond Park, where Khalife's 
mother and sister are understood to 
have lived until a few years ago. 

Khalife is due to stand trial at Wool- 
wich crown court in November. 

Alex Chalk, the justice secretary, is 
expected to give a statement to the 
Commons today. 

Prison security faces scrutiny, page 5 


Vets to be investigated over rising bills 


Alex Ralph 


The competition regulator has begun a 
review of veterinary services amid con- 
cerns that their costs are rising faster 
than inflation. 

The Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA) will look into how 
services for pets are bought and sold. 

Almost two thirds of households own 
a pet, with the number of owners in- 
creasing significantly during the pan- 
demic. 

The market has been transformed by 
consolidation. Independent practices 
are being taken over by groups. Small 


practices accounted for 89 per cent of 
the veterinary industry in 2013, a figure 
that had fallen to 45 per cent by 2021. 
“A single company may own hun- 
dreds of practices and it may be unclear 
whether their vet is part of a large 
group,” the CMA said, adding: “This 
could impact choice and reduce the in- 
centives of practices to compete.” 
Malcolm Morley, president of the 
British Veterinary Association, which 
represents more than 19,000 vets, said 
vet practices, like consumers, faced 
“soaring inflation and the cost of living 
crisis” and the association had “not 
seen any hard data or real evidence to 


suggest that corporatisation is driving 
up prices.” 

A spokesman for Which?, the con- 
sumer group, said: “[Our] research has 
uncovered a number of areas of con- 
cern, such as pet owners not knowing 
the price of treatments until after their 
appointment, people being unaware 
their vet is part of a chain and difficul- 
ties [finding] cheaper medication. 

“The Competition and Market 
Authority’s review must consider these 
issues and lead to a more competitive 
veterinary industry which makes it eas- 
ier for owners to shop around for the 
best option for them and their pet.” 
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Tian Tian eats shoots and leaves 


CHRIS ISON/PA 


Giant panda and her 
male counterpart are 
returning to China, 
leaving broken hearts, 
writes Helen Puttick 


The first grey hairs are showing on the 
face of Tian Tian, the only female giant 
panda in the UK. 

At 20, she is almost an OAP (old-aged 
panda) and although her annual 
hormonal cycle — followed intently 
around the world when it was hoped 
she might become pregnant — has not 
yet faltered, it makes her extremely 
drowsy. 

Curled up on the elevated platform in 
her enclosure at Edinburgh Zoo, she 
occasionally rearranges herself, to the 
excitement of the crowd at the window. 

Yang Guang, a male giant panda and 
her neighbour at the zoo, is more alert, 
methodically selecting the best bamboo 
shoots and chewing intently. 

Alison Maclean has overseen their 
care throughout their 12 years in Scot- 
land, 5,000 miles from their homeland. 
She remembers the sensation the pair 
caused when they arrived in 2011. 

But they came on loan and in 
December will return to their home 
country as part of the agreement drawn 
up with China. 

Maclean gets emotional when she 
talks about her charges. “At some point 
when they are gone and I come back 
and their enclosure is empty — oh my 
goodness,” she said. “It has been a 
fantastic 12 years. It is hard to believe it 
is coming to an end.” 

The zookeeper collected the bears 
from China when they were seven 
years old and will be with them on the 
return trip, remaining for a short period 
to transfer their care. She does not yet 
know where they will live but several 
Chinese keepers knew them as cubs. 

Pandas live in captivity for about 30 
years. “When they came they were not 
trained,” she said. “We have done a lot 
of training. I want to pass on the basics.” 

Using clicks and whistles the pandas 
have been taught to open their mouths 
for dental checks. Now Maclean 
simply parts her thumb and 
forefinger ready to click 
and Yang Guang will 
open wide. “They 
enjoy the training,” 
she said. 

Despite their 
close relation- 
ship, she has 
never set foot in 
the enclosures, 


[Yang Guang] gives a signal and I don't 
pick it up, that is not his fault." 

For medical checks and training the 
pandas wander into crates with doors 
into which staff reach. This familiarity 
means they will not need sedating 
when they travel home. Maclean said 
she was not worried about the trip. She 
explained: “Their emotion is, ‘Have I 
got bamboo? Yes? Then I'm all right.” 

Maclean had greeted the announce- 

ment oftheir move to Edinburgh with 
equal excitement and trepida- 


Royal 
Zoological Society 
of Scotland, the 
charity that runs 
the zoo, recorded 
a £12 million 
deficit before the 
pandas arrived 
and a £24 million 


believing the 
areas belong to 
them. "[ 
understand — their 
behaviour up to a 
point,” she said. “But I do 
not speak fluent panda. If 


surplus for their 
first year. 

Maclean said the 
responsibility ofcaring 
for such an endangered 
species — deforestation 


A JAN i : 1 
Alison Maclean went to China in 2011 when Tian Tian and Yang Guang were chosen and will return with them to their homeland to pass 


Behind the story 
hina first arrival of Hsing-Hsing | which then funds 
used “panda | and Ling-Ling in conservation projects 
diplomacy" Washington DC in in China. 
in 1941, 1972 captured the The result is that 
when the thawing of relations today China owns 
premier's wife gave a after President almost all the pandas 
pair of the animals to | Nixon's visit to China. | around the world — a 
the US in gratitude for Later, fears of system that resulted 


American assistance 
during the Sino- 
Japanese War (Sofia 
Johnson writes). 

The USSR received 
several pandas under 
Mao Zedong, and the 


reduced the wild population to 1,100 in 
the 1980s — weighed heavily. It also 
transformed her working day. 

She said most animals at the zoo were 
not fed to a strict timetable but the pan- 
das “thrive on routine”. Inevitably Tian 
Tian — Sweetie in Mandarin — prefers 
different sorts of bamboo from Yang 
Guang, and is served ina different place 
at a different time. “He would not eat a 


extinction meant the 
tradition was paused, 
to be replaced by 
temporary loans 
under which zoos pay 
$1 million in annual 
fees per animal, 


in the recall of a pair 
from San Diego zoo 
in 2019 as tensions 
over US-China trade 
worsened. Pandas 
born abroad must also 
be given to China. 


type of bamboo we had in for two days 
and this morning it was the best thing 
ever,” she said. “They really like what 


we call ‘crispy canes’, quite crunchy.” 
Zoo regulars have noticed that the 
two have different personalities. “I 
quite like the fact our female is a bit 
feisty,’ Maclean said. “At the same time 
she is quite shy and sweet.” She added 
that Yang Guang — Mandarin for 


on tips for their care 
sunshine — was more laid back 
and'very food-oriented”. 

Over nine years the zoo tried to help 
Tian Tian conceive during her fleeting 
36-hour annual fertility window. Twice 
a foetus began to develop but the 
pregnancies did not go to term. 

When the zoological society was 
negotiating a two-year extension to the 
lease of the pandas after the pandemic, 
the animal welfare group Peta said 
that pandas were “not breeding 
machines”. 

Few knew, however, that the pandas’ 
faeces were studied to identify the dif- 
ferent types of bamboo they ate, which 
helped researchers to know what they 
ate in the wild. Maclean said in China, 
corridors of the preferred bamboo were 
planted so the pandas could move 
around their territory and find mates. 

In 2016 the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature changed 
the status of the wild panda population 
from endangered to vulnerable. 

Maclean said the departure would be 
a wrench. “There have been a few 
animals I have looked after that have 
stayed with me. The pandas will stay 
with me for the rest of my life.” 


Freddie Mercury fans want it all — and they want it now 


Kieran Gair 


A garden door covered in scribbled 
tributes and love notes to Freddie Mer- 
cury has sold for more than £400,000, 
Sotheby’s said, as the late Queen 
frontman’s most prized possessions 
were sold off last night. 

The door is among 1,400 items 
owned by Mercury that are being 
auctioned during a six-day sale on 
behalf of his friend and heir Mary 
Austin, with some of the proceeds going 
to charity. Many of the early items in 


the sale were sold at several times more 
than their catalogue prices. 

A Victorian-style silver snake bangle 
that Mercury wore in the Bohemian 
Rhapsody video fetched £698,500, the 
highest price ever paid at auction for a 
piece of jewellery owned by a rock star 
and 100 times its estimated low price. It 
broke a record set when John Lennon’s 
leather and bead talisman sold for 
£295,000 in 2008, Sotheby’s said. 

The auction at its London headquar- 
ters opened with the sale of the garden 
door to Mercury’s west London home, 


which is covered in hand-painted love 
notes from fans. It rapidly exceeded the 
high estimate of £25,000 with the 
hammer falling at £350,000. With costs 
the buyer will pay £412,750. 

Writing on Instagram, Brian May, 
the Queen guitarist, expressed dismay 
at the spectacle of Mercury’s posses- 
sions, including his baby grand piano, 
being auctioned off. He said: "Freddie's 
most intimate personal effects, and 
writings that were part of what we 
shared for so many years, will go under 
the hammer, to be... dispersed for ever. 


Mercury’s silver moustache 
comb fetched £35,000 


I cant look. To us, his closest 
friends and family, it’s too sad.” 
The baby grand piano had been 
expected to attract bids up to £3 
million but sold for £17 million. 


One of the quirkier items, a silver 
moustache comb from Tiffany & 
Co that had been expected to make 
£400 to £600 hada bid at £35,000. 
- The handwritten draft of Bohe- 
mian Rhapsody on stationery 
from the defunct British 
Midland Airways showed that 
Mercury originally named it 
_Mongolian Rhapsody but 
crossed it out. It sold for about 
£L4 million. 

Mercury died at 45 of Aids- 
‘ related pneumonia in 1991. 
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Time on her hands Naomi Campbell, 53, the British supermodel, was photographed in a Dali-style set-up by Prince Gyasi, a Ghanaian artist, for the 2024 Pirelli calendar 
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Solve all five concise clues using 
each letter underneath once only 


1 Middle Eastern river (6) 


5 Variety of pear (8) 
A|A|A|JAJ|JA|A]D]E 
(& | I I Oo LE LE 
TM SANM ANA SON KON MEPA ER 
RA ERSERAESSIESSIBUMISWABW/ 


Solutions see T2 MindGames p15 
Cryptic clues T2 MindGames p14 


Pastor's abuse tribunal 


Allegations of abusive and 
controlling behaviour against 
Mike Pilavachi, 65, the pastor 
who founded the Soul Survivor 
church, have been "substantiated" 
by a Church of England 
investigation. The church said 
that Pilavachi's “coercive and 
controlling behaviour" led to 
inappropriate relationships, the 
physical wrestling of youths and 
massaging of young male interns. 
It will now begin a formal 
disciplinary tribunal. 


'Climate action must be backed by aid' 


Continued from page 1 
greenhouse gas emissions. India, China 
and Saudi Arabia have opposed a pro- 
posalby western countriesto cut green- 
house gas emissions by 60 per cent by 
2035. 

Thesummitis seen as a critical meet- 
ing to make progress on climate goals 
before the Cop 28 conference in the 
United Arab Emirates in November. 

Modi said tackling climate change 
could not be done at the expense of 
developing countries, suggesting that 
the West needed to be more "construct- 
ive". 

His comments come as Rishi Sunak 
prepares to travel to India today for his 
first trip to the country since becoming 
prime minister. He is expected to meet 
Modi in Delhi before the summit, 
where they will discuss the prospects of 
a trade deal. 

The G20, which Modi hopes will 
showcase India’s growing diplomatic 
clout and internationalism, has already 
been overshadowed by President Xi of 
Chinas decision to stay away and con- 
tinuing disagreements over climate 
change and Ukraine. 

A French diplomat said the news on 
climate was “not very encourag- 
ing” and that Saudi Arabia was 
pushing hard to include a line 
on fossil fuels being part of 
the energy transition. “We 
think the exact opposite,” 
the diplomat said. 

Simon Stiell, head of 
the United Nations 
Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, said 
geopolitics was the “con- 
straining factor” in mak- 
ing progress, adding that 
statements by some coun- 
tries on key matters were 
characterised by “evasion 
and obfuscation”. 

Xi's grand project, page 34 
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Narendra Modi 
Comment 


asudhaiva 
Kutumbakam — 
these two words 
capture a deep 
philosophy. It 
means "the world is one 
family". This is an all- 
embracing outlook that 
encourages us to progress 
as one universal family, 
transcending borders, 
languages, and ideologies. 
During India's G20 
presidency, this has 
translated into a call for 
human-centric progress. As 
One Earth, we are coming 
together to nurture our 
planet. As One Family, we 
support each other in 
the pursuit of growth. 
And we move 
© together towards a 
Sc shared future — One 
Future — which is 
an undeniable 
truth in these 
interconnected 
times. 
The post- 
pandemic 
world order 
is very 
different 
from the 
world 
before it. 
There 
are three 
P important 
4 | changes, 
Vj among 
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| 


others. First, there is a 
growing realisation that a 
shift away from a 
GDP-centric view of the 
world to a human-centric 
view is needed. 

Second, the world is 
recognising the importance 
of resilience and reliability 
in global supply chains. 

Third, there is a collective 
call for boosting 
multilateralism through the 
reform of global 
institutions. 

Our G20 presidency has 
played the role of a catalyst 
in these shifts. 

In December 2022, 
when we took over the 
presidency from Indonesia, 
I had written that a 
mindset shift must be 
catalysed by the G20. This 
was especially needed in the 
context of mainstreaming 
the marginalised 
aspirations of developing 
countries, the Global South 
and Africa. 

The Voice of Global 
South Summit, which 
witnessed participation 
from 125 countries, was one 
of the foremost initiatives 
under our presidency. It was 
an important exercise to 
gather inputs and ideas 
from the Global South. 

Further, our presidency 
has not only seen the 
largest-ever participation 
from African countries but 
has also pushed for the 
inclusion of the African 
Union as a permanent 
member of the G20. 


An interconnected world 
means our challenges 
across domains are 
interlinked. This is the 
midway year of the 2030 
Agenda and many are 
noting with great concern 
that the progress on 
sustainable development 
goals is off-track. The 
G20 2023 Action Plan on 
Accelerating Progress on 
SDGs will spearhead the 
future direction of the 
G20 towards implementing 
SDGs. 

In India, living in 
harmony with nature has 
been a norm since ancient 
times and we have been 
contributing our share 
towards climate action even 
in modern times. 

Many countries of the 
Global South are at various 
stages of development and 
climate action must be a 
complementary pursuit. 
Ambitions for climate 
action must be matched 
with actions on climate 
finance and transfer of 
technology. 

We believe there is a 
need to move away from a 
purely restrictive attitude of 
what should not be done, to 
a more constructive 
attitude focusing on what 
can be done to fight climate 
change. 

A global ecosystem for 
clean and green hydrogen 
will emerge from our 
presidency, along with a 
Green Hydrogen 
Innovation Centre. 


Democratising climate 
action is the best way to 
impart momentum to the 
movement. Just as 
individuals make daily 
decisions based on their 
long-term health, they can 
make lifestyle decisions 
based on the impact on the 
planet’s long-term health. 
Just like yoga became a 
global mass movement for 
wellness, we have also 
nudged the world with 
Lifestyles for Sustainable 
Environment (LiFE). 

Technology is 
transformative but it also 


needs to be made inclusive. 


In the past, the benefits of 
technological 
advancements have not 
benefited all sections of 
society equally. India, over 
the last few years, has 
shown how technology can 
be leveraged to narrow 
inequalities, rather than 
widen them. 

For instance, the billions 
across the world that 
remain unbanked, or lack 
digital identities, can be 
financially included 
through digital public 
infrastructure (DPI). The 
solutions we have built 
using our DPI have now 
been recognised globally. 
Now, through the G20, we 
will help developing 
countries adapt, build, and 
scale DPI to unlock the 
power of inclusive growth. 

That India is the fastest- 
growing large economy is 
no accident. Our simple, 


scalable and sustainable 
solutions have empowered 
the vulnerable and the 
marginalised to lead our 
development story. 

For India, the G20 
presidency is not merely a 
high-level diplomatic 
endeavour. As the Mother 
of Democracy and a model 
of diversity, we opened the 
doors of this experience to 
the world. 

Today, accomplishing 
things at scale is a quality 
that is associated with 
India. The G20 presidency 
is no exception. It has 
become a people-driven 
movement. Over 200 
meetings will have been 
organised in 60 Indian 
cities across the length and 
breadth of our nation, 
hosting nearly 100,000 
delegates from 125 
countries by the end of our 
term. No presidency has 
ever encompassed such a 
vast and diverse 
geographical expanse. 

Our G20 presidency 
strives to bridge divides, 
dismantle barriers, and sow 
seeds of collaboration that 
nourish a world where 
unity prevails over discord, 
where shared destiny 
eclipses isolation. As the 
G20 president, we had 
pledged to make the global 
table larger, ensuring that 
every voice is heard and 
every country contributes. I 
am positive that we have 
matched our pledge with 
actions and outcomes. 
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Terror suspect hid under delivery van 


SKY NEWS 


Fiona Hamilton Chief Reporter 
Matt Dathan Home Affairs Editor 


Dressed in his prison uniform and 
assigned to Wandsworth5 kitchen, 
Daniel Abed Khalife did not seem to be 
preparing for a jail break. 

Nevertheless the accused terrorist 
evaded HMP Wandsworth’s numerous 
security checks by clinging to the 
bottom of a delivery van. 

An investigation will now be held 
into why Khalife was not detected 
when prison guards were supposed to 
check under vehicles on entering and 
leaving the category B prison. 

Delivery vans are usually put in a 
holding zone where a concave fixed 
mirror is used to check the top and 
inside of the vehicle, while guards use 
hand-held mirrors to check the under- 
side. One source said: “If that had 
happened they would have found him. 
There will be a huge inquest over this.” 

Khalife was wearing his kitchen 
uniform of a white T-shirt, red and 
white chequered trousers and brown 
boots. Any inquiry will also examine 
the planning of the escape and whether 


anyone else was involved. The van 
driver is not believed to have known 
Khalife. 

The escaper was accused of leaving a 


hoax bomb, consisting of three 
canisters with wires, at RAF Stafford in 
Beaconside. He is also accused of 
collecting information about military 
personnel that could be useful to an 
enemy. 

After leaving school in 2018, Khalife 
joined the army and was stationed at 
the Beacon Barracks in Stafford. 

On social media, he described his 
role as being a computer specialist with 
skills including random access memory 
systems, information technology and 
system administration. 

He went missing for three weeks 
after the devices were found and before 
his arrest. He was refused bail because 


he was deemed a flight risk. The escape 
raised further questions about the 
handling of his case and whether the 
correct risk assessments had been done 
to allow him to work in the kitchen. 
The last prison escape at Wands- 
worth was in 2019, when an inmate 
exploited a security breach. Despite 
increased security at the prison to 
avoid further escapes, an inspection of 
procedures in 2021 found that aspects 
of security at the prison were still inade- 
quate. The only previous terrorism 
inmates to escape were IRA prisoners 
whoabsconded from Whitemoor in 1994. 
Wandsworth, with a capacity of 
1,400, has faced a series of damning 
inspection reports in recent years that 
highlighted consistent problems with 
overcrowding, violence and poor 
conditions at the Victorian jail. A report 
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Famous inmates and exits 


What do Oscar Wilde, Ronnie Biggs 
and Boris Becker have in common? 
They all served time in HMP 
Wandsworth and are among a host 
of famous prisoners to have once 
called the 170-year-old jail home. 

It is also one of Britain’s most 
notorious prisons and was the site 
of 135 executions between 1878 
and 1961. 

The last person to be executed for 
treason in the UK was hanged in 
Wandsworth in 1946. That man was 
William Joyce, known as Lord Haw- 
Haw, an American-born fascist and 
Nazi propaganda broadcaster 
during the Second World War who 
was a member of Oswald Mosley’s 
British Union of Fascists. 

HMP Wandsworth is well known 
for its prison escapes, most notably 
the 1965 escape of Biggs during his 
30-year sentence for his role in the 
Great Train Robbery. 

He fled to Brazil and remained on 
the run until 2001, when he 
returned to the UK and spent time 
in prison. He died in 2013. 

More recent escapes include that 
of Neil Moore, who in 2014 used an 
illicit mobile phone to create a fake 
email account, pose as a senior 
court clerk and sent bail instructions 
to prison staff who released him. 

Julian Assange, Gary Glitter, Rolf 
Harris, Ronnie Kray and Salman 
Butt, the cricketer convicted for his 
part in the Pakistan cricket spot- 
fixing controversy, have all served 
time at Wandsworth. 


last year by Wandsworths independent 
monitoring board found that the 
majority ofprison officers had less than 
two years’ experience and the lack of 
“prison craft” among employees exac- 
erbated problems. 

Inspectors said that the prison also 
suffered from staff absence rates of 
more than 30 per cent, caused mostly 
by sickness. Charlie Taylor, the chief 
inspector of prisons, delivered one of 
his most withering assessments after an 
inspection in September 2021. He said 
Wandsworth was a “crumbling, over- 
crowded, vermin-infested prison”. 

Inmates told inspectors that drugs 
were easily available. Sources in the 
Prison Service said progress had been 
hampered by a change in governor, 
with Katie Price, a relatively inexperi- 
enced chief, taking over last summer. 


Jamies son gets own cookery show 


Peter Chappell 


Jamie Oliver’s 12-year-old son Buddy 
has landed his own BBC show teaching 
other school-age children how to cook. 

The celebrity chef's son will show 
how to make family favourites such as 
omelettes, meatballs and pancakes. 

Buddy, whose YouTube recipe chan- 
nel has more than 130,000 subscribers, 
is the latest child of famous parents to 
attempt to forge a career in the kitchen. 

Gordon Ramsay’s daughter Matilda 
has taught American viewers of The 
Late Late Show how to make an English 
breakfast, and last year Brooklyn Beck- 
ham was mocked when he revealed his 
uninspiring recipe for a gin and tonic 
with ice and cucumber. 

Oliver, 48, has previously insisted his 
son would not be like other “nepo 
babies” and that Buddy would not 
“trade on the family name”. 

A source told The Sun newspaper's 


TVBiz column: “Buddy has taken all of 
his dad’s experience on board and is 
about to put it into play with his own 
cookery show. He's already had great 
success with content on YouTube and 
Instagram. Jamie’s fans have long been 
asking for his son to have his own show 
for their kids to enjoy.” 

Buddy, who has appeared on Oliver's 
shows and made his first YouTube ap- 
pearance on his father’s 


channel frying mack- 
erel three years ago, is X 
not likely to be joined W 


by his father. 

The source said: 
“The series will 
see Buddy 
joined in the 
kitchen by 
other children 
as he teaches 
recipes and 
gives helpful 


tips to youngsters on how to get started 
with cooking. Buddy is the star of the 
show. Jamie is keen for his son to prove 
himself to telly audiences, not just live 
off the family name, so Buddys got to 
showcase his technical skills 
and presenting ability.” 
Oliver told MailOnline 
this year that if his son 
wanted to go into cooking, 
the only way was to “do it 
properly”. 

Oliver trained 
at Westminster 
Catering College 

and went on to 

learn his craft at 
the River Café 
in Fulham. 


Jamie Oliver with 
Buddy, who will 
give tips to other 
youngsters 


Stephen Fry ordered to 
air raid shelter in Kyiv 


Peter Chappell 


Stephen Fry was rushed to a bomb 
shelter in Kyiv after a missile alert 
during his visit to the country. 

The actor and comedian, 66, is in the 
Ukrainian capital to co-host a meeting 
set up by Olena Zelenska, the first lady 
of Ukraine, to discuss mental health 
issues with the spouses of world leaders. 

He posted on Instagram yesterday 
morning that he was woken at 4.45am 
by an “insistent voice ordering all at the 
hotel to go down to the air raid shelter”. 

Despite the emergency, Fry said the 
atmosphere was relaxed and the shelter 
was kitted out with a coffee machine 
and loungers. “People laughing and 
chattering quite happily. No sound of 
drones or inbound missiles that I can 
detect,” he wrote. Fry said a fresh an- 


nouncement was made after he had 
been in the shelter for an hour: “Your 
attention please, there are explosions in 
the city. Stay in the shelter’ Some hotel 
guests had shrugged and gone back up 
to their rooms ten minutes ago but are 
now sheepishly appearing again. 

“I wasn't smart enough to think of 
bringing a laptop down ... the more 
seasoned citizens knew better.” 

After officials deemed the risk to 
guests to be over, “the all-clear sounds 
and life goes on in Kyiv”. Fry posted it 
alongside a picture of a café. 

Thestartravelled by train on Monday 
evening from the Ukrainian border to 
the capital for the conference. This year 
it focuses on mental health, a topic on 
which Fry, the president of the charity 
Mind, has long campaigned. 

War reports, pages 32-33 


Chris Smyth Whitehall Editor 
Nicola Woolcock Education Editor 
Geraldine Scott, Mario Ledwith 


Thousands more schools in critical 
danger of collapse have yet to be 
checked, even though officials prom- 
ised to investigate them a year ago. 

Officials have acknowledged that 
they are in the dark about the state of a 
wider group of school buildings rated as 
“very likely” to fall apart. Yesterday it 
emerged that more than 40 schools 
across England could not start the term 
as normal after finding Raac concrete. 

The Department for Education listed 
19 schools which had been forced to 
delay the start of term, four that were 
teaching children fully remotely, and a 
further 20 had a mix of at-home and in- 
person teaching to keep pupils safe. 

Thomas Lord Audley School, in Col- 
chester, Essex — one of the worst-hit 
counties — had to repurpose buildings 
as temporary classrooms and stagger the 
return of pupils after Raac was found. 
Year 8 came in yesterday but will spend 
the rest of the week learning remotely 
and Year 9 will not return to school until 
tomorrow. The school has turned its 
main hall into two maths classrooms 
and will also be teaching in the gym. 

At prime minister's questions yester- 
day Sir Keir Starmer accused the 
government of acting like “cowboy 
builders”, saying: “This crisis is the inevi- 
table result of 13 years of cutting corners, 
botched jobs — sticking-plaster politics.” 

Analysis by Labour found at least 19 
schools with Raac which had been ear- 
marked for rebuilding under Labour's 
programme had schemes scrapped by 
the Conservative-led government in 
2010. Rishi Sunak said Labours re- 
building plan had been “time-consum- 
ing and expensive" and ideology based. 

A Labour attempt to force the gov- 
ernmentto release written advice given 
to Sunak as chancellor over school 
rebuilding failed yesterday evening. 

Separate analysis by the Schools 
Week digital newspaper found that bids 
for the governments replacement 
scheme from ten schools confirmed to 
have Raac were rejected. 

Boris Johnson started a refurbish- 
ment programme in 2021, pledging to 
rebuild 500 schools over a decade. 
Schools Week said 1,100 applications 
were received last year, but 800 were 
rejected — including ten with Raac. 

While Raac is seen as the most press- 
ing danger in schools, there has long 
been concern among education offi- 
cials about post-war prefab buildings. 
The Department for Education (DfE) 
acknowledged two years ago that the 
critical danger from these buildings 
had worsened, rating it as one ofthetop 
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risks facing the country’s schools. How- 
ever, despite promising to begin checks 
a year ago on the most concerning type 
of “system-built” schools, such investi- 
gations are yet to begin. 

Of 13,800 post-war prefabs that have 
outlived their predicted lifespan of 30- 
40 years, the DfE has particular con- 
cerns about 3,600 made with concrete 


` STORIES OF TIMES 
Our podcast discusses 
what the government 


knew and when — and if 
warnings were heeded 


thetimes.co.uk/podcasts/ 
stories-of-our-times 


or timber frames which are at higher 
risk of “hidden structural defects”. Six 
such schools have already been closed 
after they were found to be unstable. 

In September 2022, the DfE drew up 
plans for specialists to assess a sample 
of 200 of these schools, but it is thought 
these checks are yet to begin. 

Officials insist they have not yet seen 
any specific systematic defects in most 
of these schools, though two models 
known as Laingspan and Integrid are 
thought to be at higher risk of collapse. 
€ Last night it emerged that Landsec, 
one of the UK'5 biggest private sector 
landlords, will order checks on some of 
its older buildings for the presence of 
Raac. Mark Allan, the chief executive, 
told the Financial Times he expected 
thesurveys would betargeted at a small 
number of buildings, including shop- 
ping centres that were built in the 1970s. 


Heads: We did the surveys months ago 


Nicola Woolcock 


Head teachers claim the government 
has written to schools threatening to 
name and shame them for not return- 
ing Raac surveys even though they say 
they have already completed them. 

They also called for Gillian Keegan to 
apologise for suggesting that heads 
were being lazy and not returning con- 
crete surveys. 

The Association of School and 
College Leaders (ASCL) suggested that 
the Department for Education 
records may not be up to date. 

Geoff Barton, general secretary of 
the ASCL, said: "We've now received 
six messages directly from trust and 
school leaders raising concerns about 
the accuracy of the Department for 
Educations records and have heard 
similar reports from other sources. All 


tell us that they returned their Raac 
surveys many months ago — but on 
Monday night they received a letter 
from the education minister Baroness 
Barran effectively threatening to name 
and shame them if they did not com- 
plete the survey by Friday." 

He asked the department to "review 
its systems" for recording errors. 

Gillian Keegan told Jeremy Vine on 
BBC Radio 2 that she was frustrated 
with "five per cent of schools or respon- 
sible bodies that have not responded to 
the survey" and said she hoped “all this 
publicity will make them get off their 
backsides”. 

Barton said: “We would urge the 
Department for Education to review its 
systems to see whether at least some of 
these supposedly non-returned survey 
forms — and possibly a great many — 
were in fact returned but have not been 


recorded due to a technical error. We 
would also urge ministers to be careful 
about pointing the finger of blame. Ms 
Keegan's outbursts this week have not 
been helpful and have served on ly to 
further alienate a sector which already 
feels badly let down by the govern- 
ment’s neglect of the school estate.” 

The ASCL and the National Associa- 
tion of Head Teachers wrote ajoint letter 
to Keegan yesterday, asking her to apol- 
ogise for her comments. They accused 
her of fuelling the teacher recruitment 
crisis with her critical comments and 
said they had been “overwhelmed with 
complaints” from members. 

Her words lacked “precision and pro- 
fessionalism” and conveyed contempt, 
the unions said. Keegan had been due 
to speak at a university vice-chancel- 
lors’ conference in Manchester today 
but she pulled out. 
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At prime minister’s questions yesterday, Sir Keir Starmer accused Rishi Sunak of 


ishi Sunak spent most of 

prime minister’s 

questions defending his 

record on school 

maintenance, after which 
Labour forced Gillian Keegan, the 
education secretary, to the 
Commons to do more of the same. 
Despite hours of debate in 
Westminster, parents still do not 
have clarity on several key 
questions (Chris Smyth and Nicola 
Woolcock write). 


DO WE KNOW ALL SCHOOLS 
AFFECTED? 

No. Despite the Department for 
Education (DfE) publishing a list, it 
is not definitive. Keegan has said 
that 5 per cent of schools had not 
responded to a survey sent by her 
department to ask if defective 
concrete was suspected on site. 
Head teacher unions said many of 
those accused had responded, 
implying that the government’s 
records may be out of date. 

Some schools that replied saying 
they suspected buildings had Raac 
have also yet to be surveyed, 
something that is likely to take two 
weeks and will push the number up 
further. The government estimates 
that the number affected will be in 
the hundreds rather than the 


thousands and is promising regular 
updates to yesterday’s list. An exact 
number would be hard to calculate, 
short of sending surveyors to look 
at every corner of every building 
built between the 1960s and 1990s. 


WHEN WILL THE PROBLEM BE 
FIXED AND WHO WILL PAY FOR IT? 
Privately ministers believe it will 
take about a month, but there is no 
target. Ministers are saying the 
problems will be solved within 
weeks, stressing that some schools 
had the problems fixed within days. 
The DfE is promising to pay for 
repairs and “reasonable” extra costs 
incurred, such as temporary 
buildings and travel. This is likely to 
cost well over £100 million. The 
repair costs will come from the 
department's capital budget, leading 
to fears that plans to refurbish other 
schools will be delayed. 


DID RISHI SUNAK HALVE SCHOOLS 
REBUILDING? 

Despite Sir Keir Starmer's claim, 
Sunak did not cut the school 
rebuilding budget although he gave 
the Department for Education 

£2 billion less than the £5.3 billion it 
wanted to maintain and refurbish 
schools. Education capital funding 
averaged over three years is down 
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of schools ‘likely to fall apart’ 


Sunak to block 
ban on children 
changing gender 
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“cutting corners and botched jobs”. The PM hit back, saying Labour’s rebuilding plan was “time-consuming and expensive” 
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Mayfield Primary in Leicester needed 
remedial work for Raac on Monday 


to £5.2 billion this year, compared 
with £5.7 billion in current prices 

when he became chancellor, and 

£9 billion in 2010. 

Sunak is also accused of halving 
the schools rebuilding programme 
when he was chancellor, from more 
than 100 a year in previous 
spending reviews to 50 a year in the 
present spending review. He has 
denied this, insisting that 100 a year 
was never achieved. This appears to 
be true, with an average of 67 to 76 
schools a year completed in the 
previous period. However, the 
National Audit Office (NAO) says 
the plan to rebuild 50 schools a year 
is also behind schedule, with only 
one project completed and 24 


contracted this year, against a 
target of 83 being completed or 
started by now. 


WHAT WILL BE THE POSSIBLE 
IMPACT ON CHILDREN'S 
EDUCATION? 

In the years before Covid-19, 
ministers were keen to stress that 
every day missed from school could 
have a damaging impact on 
education. Absence has become a 
huge problem since pandemic 
restrictions were lifted with higher 
levels of sickness or anxiety among 
children and more than 100,000 
deemed persistently absent, missing 
more lessons than they attend. Even 
more are estimated not to be 
registered within the education 
system. 

Damaged classrooms and sites 
closed by defective concrete will 
add to the problems faced by heads 
in improving attendance levels. 

Schools are not known for having 
an abundance of spare classrooms 
so closing areas could add to 
problems with timetabling and 
teaching. 

Retention and recruitment of 
teachers have also deteriorated in 
recent years. Head teachers say that 
the way Raac has been handled 
may exacerbate this problem. 


ARE PROBLEMS WITH SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS CONFINED TO RAAC OR 
IS IT A MORE WIDESPREAD ISSUE? 
The growing awareness of Raac and 
recent collapses of school buildings 
have highlighted immediate 
problems but head teachers have 
complained for years about the 
parlous condition of their buildings. 
Leaks are common, as is having to 
spend money and time patching up 
infrastructure problems. 

In June the NAO said the overall 
condition of the school estate was 
declining and there were safety 
concerns about some types of 
buildings, specifically thousands of 
other postwar concrete buildings in 
“system-built” schools. These have 
been graded as at critical risk of 
collapse for years. 

Electrical and mechanical 
problems are big problems in 
schools, along with external walls 
and doors, roofs, floors and stairs. 
The NAO said: “The estate’s overall 
condition is declining and 700,000 
pupils are learning in a school that 
the responsible body or DfE 
believes needs major rebuilding or 
refurbishment. Most seriously, DfE 
recognises significant safety 
concerns across the estate, and has 
escalated these concerns to the 
government risk register.” 


Steven Swinford Political Editor 


Rishi Sunak is expected to block legal 
plans that would bar schoolchildren 
from changing their gender identity 
amid warnings the Tories could be left 
on the “wrong side of history”. 

Draft guidance stated that children 
should be allowed to socially transition 
with the consent of their parents — 
meaning they could choose another 
pronoun or name and wear the uniform 
of the opposite sex. 

Ministers commissioned legal advice 
on whether an outright ban on social 
transitioning in schools was possible. 
Victoria Prentis, the attorney-general, 
concluded that such a move would be 
unlawful under the Equalities Act. 

The government has been weighing 
up whether to introduce a bill in the 
King’s Speech to enable ministers to 
toughen the guidance and introduce an 
outright ban. There are concerns, how- 
ever, that the legislation will be heavily 
amended during its passage through 
parliament by MPs and peers on all 
sides of the debate. 

One government source said there 
were fears that using legislation to 
ban children from social transition- 
ing would be the modern equiva- 
lent of Section 28. This was the 
clause introduced by Margaret 
Thatcher that banned the if 
“promotion of homosexual- $$ 
ity” by local authorities. It was 
repealed in 2003. The insider 
said: “It would leave us on the 
wrong side of history.” = 

The guidance has been 
the subject of intense ff 
debate in the government. | 
Suella Braverman, the [4 
home secretary, and Kemi 
Badenoch, the women and 
equalities minister, have pushed 
for a tougher stance. Badenoch 
wants to include greater protec- 
tion for free speech in the gui- 
dance, saying teachers must not 
be “compelled” to address child- 
ren by their chosen pronoun if W 


they have a “good faith” objection. The 
attorney-general and government law- 
yers advised ministers to caveat the 
guidance to say that nobody “should” 
be compelled, unless there was a “parti- 
cular justification” for doing so. 

Ministers have raised concerns that 
the approach could give schools 
grounds to discipline teachers if they 
failed to respect a child's chosen gender. 

Prentis suggested the guidance 
would need to say doctors “should” be 
consulted before allowing children to 
socially transition as part of a “clinical 
gateway”. The Department of Health 
said the NHS would not be able to 
provide enough doctors and clinical 
support to advise on whether children 
should be allowed to socially transition. 

Social transitioning describes the 
process by which transgender children 
or adults adopt a name, pronouns and 
gender expression — such as clothing 
and haircuts — that match their new 
gender identity. 

Prentis said a blanket ban would be 
unlawful because the Equalities Act 
states that gender reassignment is a 

“protected characteristic”, regard- 
less of age. She gave the same 
advice when ministers asked 
whether there could be a ban 

on social transitioning for 
primary school children. 

Gillian Keegan, the edu- 
cation secretary, has been 
claimed to have had differ- 
ences of opinion with 
Badenoch. Keegan has 
emphasised the import- 
& ance of trans rights, pro- 

vided the parents gave 

consent. A government 
source said: “We're look- 

L. ing at all options to en- 
+» sure we have clear and 
strong guidance that 

\ protects children and 

empowers parents.” 


Suella Braverman has 
pushed for a tougher 
stance over gender 


Harder than ever to climb 
up from poor start in life 


Oliver Wright Policy Editor 


Parental wealth is more critical than 
ever in determining a child's lifetime 
income, with people born into poorer 
families finding it tougher to move up 
the financial ladder, a report has found. 

The Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) 
said its research showed parental in- 
come was a much stronger predictor of 
earnings for people born from the 1970s 
onwards than for previous generations. 

It also said that unearned income, 
such as inherited wealth, was increas- 
ingly exacerbating inequalities. 

The IFS said that its predictions 
suggested the average inheritance 
would be twice as big for those born in 
the 1980s as for those born in the 1960s 


due to a combination of rising house 
prices enriching older generations and 
people having fewer children. It 
suggested ministers reform inheritance 
tax as a “powerful tool” to redistribute 
wealth if they wanted to improve social 
mobility, adding that they could look at 
making wealth from defined-contribu- 
tion pensions subject to inheritance 
tax, along with agricultural land. 

The IFS said it also found stark 
contrasts for people from different 
backgrounds and areas of the country. 

A man born between 1986 and 1988 
who grew up on free school meals — an 
indicator of disadvantage — earned on 
average £7,700 less aged 28 than a man 
who did not. For women, the difference 
was almost £10,000. 
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News 


‘I wouldn't mind 
Rwanda — at least 
I could build a life’ 


n Afghan man 

who arrived in 

the UK ina 

small boat said 

that he would 
not mind being sent to 
Rwanda because “at least I 
could build a life for myself 
there” (Tom Witherow and 
Holly Nichols write). 

Momin Qauymi, 21, a car 
mechanic from Jalalabad, is 
living in Napier Barracks in 
Folkestone, Kent, after 
paying £1,300 to people 
smugglers to cross the 
Channel last year. 

Qauymi said he came to 
the UK because the Taliban 
were harassing and 
discriminating against his 
family and he was unable to 
get an education. He 
travelled through Iran, 
Turkey and Greece — 
where he was imprisoned 
for six months — to reach 
France, and now faces a 
long wait for his asylum 
application to be processed. 

He said that he would not 
mind going to Rwanda, 
where the Home Office 
hopes to process asylum 
claims, because he would 
be safe and free. “Here I'm 
happy, I’m safe — every 
morning I’m going 
swimming, or some days I 
get pizza,” he said yesterday 
from a park neighbouring 
the facility. “I wouldn't 
mind going to Rwanda. My 
life in Afghanistan was not 
good. At least I could build 
a life for myself in Rwanda, 
they won't stop me from 
wearing these clothes or tell 
me how to wear my beard.” 

Ali Nassidi, 19, another 
Afghan, came in a small 
boat with 20 other people in 
2021 after his family raised 
£3,000 for him to make the 


journey. He had been at 
Napier for two months. 

He said: “Afghanistan has 
problems. The Taliban are 
constantly giving me and 
my family problems, 
elsewhere there's fighting.” 

Napier Barracks, a 
former military site where 
migrants are being housed, 
was labelled unsuitable by 
the High Court because of 
overcrowding, “filthy” 
facilities and run-down 
buildings. Migrants told 
The Times yesterday that 
they expected to be there 
for between 60 and 90 days, 
and that while they liked 
the food, they found the 
crowded dormitories of 16 
to 18 people uncomfortable. 
There are about 1,000 
migrants living at the site, 
which is expected to be in 
use until September 2026. 
As well as those who arrive 
by small boats, it also 
houses migrants who have 
overstayed their visas or 
arrived in the UK by air 
using forged papers. 

One Iranian immigrant, 
who asked not to be named, 
spent £17,000 on a fake 
British passport to fly to the 
UK and said: “It's easy ... 
lots of people come with 
fake documents.” 

The man, in his late 20s, 
said he left Iran because he 
feared for his life after 
joining protests last year 
over Mahsa Amini, a 
22-year-old woman who 
died after being beaten by 
Iran’s morality police. 

“A lot of people are 
buying passports in Iran, 
and also in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. They would 
have killed me if I stayed in 
Iran,” he said. He travelled 


by land from Tehran to 


Istanbul, and then flew to 
London Stansted via Berlin. 

“Most people have come 
here by plane with fake 
documents,” he added. “I’ve 
been in the UK for three 
months. I was in London 
and then I came here. It’s 
not clean and it’s busy, but 
the food is good. We get 
chicken and rice, and 
sometimes meat.” 

Another man from Mali, 
who had been at Napier for 
59 days, admitted he had 
also arrived with illegal 
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Momin Qauymi, 21, at Napier Barracks in Folkestone, Kent. He had paid £1,300 to cross the Channel 


documents. “It's good: nice 
room, good food, nice 
doctor and staff,” he said. 

One man, 35, from 
Namibia, said he had been 
brought to Napier after 
overstaying his tourist visa. 

“There's a lot of poverty 
where I come from, so I 
think, “Let's run out of the 
country and start another 
life somewhere else)” he 
said. “I was a truck driver, I 
drove round the region and 
it was very risky. We hope 
to have a new life, I'd do 


TOM WITHEROW 


any job that can sustain my 
life." He said that being sent 
to Rwanda would not help 
because “Rwanda is also 
poverty". 

The UK government 
announced in July 2023 
that all Namibians would 
need a visa before travelling 
to the UK, including to 
visit, after a "significant 
increase in asylum 
applications since 2016". 

Aid should not be used to 
house migrants, leading 
article, page 31 


Leading 
Tory urges 
rethink on 
African deal 


Geraldine Scott Political Reporter 


A former Conservative cabinet minis- 
ter has called on Rishi Sunak to rethink 
his “knee-jerk” Rwanda policy while 
warning that Britains record on justice 
and fairness is under threat. 

Sir Robert Buckland, the former jus- 
tice secretary and a senior Conserva- 
tive MP, has urged the government to 
water down the scheme, as a new report 
foundthat voters only want migrants to 
besentto Rwanda iftheir asylum claim 
is denied in Britain. 

Under the current scheme, migrants 
who arrive in the UK illegally would be 
sent to Rwanda for processing. They 
would be able to claim asylum in that 
country. No one has yet been sentto the 
African country because of legal 
challenges, which are due to be decided 
later this year. 

Buckland said that Britain had a 
“long and proud legacy" on fairness and 
justice. 

He added: “It would be a travesty if 
such an admirable record were under- 
mined by a knee-jerk response to a 
complex and sensitive issue. Without 
more work, the current Rwanda 
scheme threatens to erode the very 
sense of fairness that underpins so 
much of the British state and its 
functions, and, crucially, any policy 
that offends the innate British instinct 
of justice and due process will alienate 
voters and lose us the argument.” 

Buckland’s comment came after new 
research from Bright Blue, a centre- 
right think tank, suggested that voters 
want the government to water down 
the plans. The think tank found that 
only 24 per cent of voters think 
migrants should be automatically sent 
to Rwanda. About 26 per cent think 
migrants should be sent to Rwanda but 
only if they are not genuine refugees, a 
ruling which voters believe should be 
determined in Britain. 

According to the polling voters were 
more likely to say migrants should not 
be sent to Rwanda at all than be sent 
automatically. 


£2m a year to Sweep up migrant boats 


Matt Dathan Home Affairs Editor 


Rendezvous point Sep 6 


@ Esvagt Charlie 9.50am — 


MCS Taku arrives 


at Dover with a 
migrant dinghy 


The Home Office is spending £2 million 
of taxpayers’ money a year on private 
vessels that are deployed to pick up 
empty migrant dinghies in the Chan- 
nel, The Times can reveal. 

They are sent out on rescue missions 
with the sole task of collecting the 
abandoned small boats once the 
migrants have been safely transferred 
onto a Border Force or RNLI vessel. 

Two vessels, MCS Taku and MCS 
Blue Norther, are currently deployed 
by the Home Office and are based in 
Dover. A contract seen by The Times 
reveals that the Home Office pays 
£577,000 every three months to Mari- 
time Craft Services for use of two of 
their vessels for the recovery of migrant 
boats in the Channel. 

This was last night branded “a total 
waste of money” by a local fisherman. 
The company is based in the west of 
Scotland and charter businesses in 
Kent questioned why the government 
had not given the job to local vessels. 

Border Force boats previously towed 
the empty dinghies before the contract 
was signed this year with Maritime 


@ Apollo Moon 11.04am — 


Ramsgate 


Border Force 
patrol vessel 


." UK-France 
^ maritime 
border 


— M 
an Source: Marinetraffic.com eCalais SIS: 
Craft Services. It is understood part of 
the reason behind signing the contract 
was the requirement for Border Force 
to pay Dover Marina £200 per dinghy 
that it brought into the harbour, as it 
required an onshore crane to transfer 
the dinghies onto the harbourside. 

'The two private vessels contracted to 
collect abandoned dinghies are usually 
deployed as support vessels for 
dredging, marine construction projects 
and offshore windfarms and are not 
required to pay the £200 toll as they 
have their own on-deck cranes. 


on board. The 
private vessels 
contracted by 
the Home Office 
accompany 
Border Force 
rescue missions, 
which involve 
co-operation 
with France 


However, local fishermen claimed 
taxpayers were being ripped off and 
said that they could pick up the empty 
dinghies for a tenth of the price. 

One fisherman, who asked not to be 
named, said: “This is a total waste of 
money and adds unnecessary pollution 
and traffic to the Channel. 

“Why can't they tow the dinghies be- 
hind them like they used to? Or they 
could save the taxpayers hundreds of 
thousands of pounds by paying Kent- 
based vessels to pick up the empty din- 
ghies instead, rather than chartering 


them from Scotland. I'd do it for 
£200,000 all-in.” 

A Home Office spokesman said: “All 
Home Office commercial contracts are 
designed to ensure the best value for 
taxpayers.” 

France is also deploying private 
vessels to help its authorities patrol and 
spot dinghies in its territorial waters. 

However, they will not intercept the 
boats once they are in the water due to 
concerns it would contravene inter- 
national maritime rules. This is because 
it would risk endangering the passen- 


gers, who do not wish to be rescued by 
French vessels and returned to France. 

Instead, they are ordered to escort 
the dinghies towards British waters to 
hand the boat over to Border Force or 
the RNLI, who are able to transfer mi- 
grants onto their vessels in accordance 
with international law because the pas- 
sengers want to be rescued by them. 

On Wednesday, The Times observed 
how the French-deployed patrol ves- 
sels operated. Esvagt Charlie, a private 
Danish safety vessel contracted by the 
French authorities, was seen escorting 
a migrant boat from French to British 
waters at about 5.20am. It alerted the 
French coastguard, who then informed 
their British counterparts. 

Ranger, one of Border Forces patrol 
and crew transfer vessels, was sent out 
to collect the migrants and the empty 
dinghy was picked up by MCS Taku. 

A separate private vessel deployed by 
France, Apollo Moon, was also seen es- 
corting dinghies into British waters and 
handing them over to Border Force. 

Border Force picked up more than 
200 migrants in total on Wednesday. It 
takes the total number to have crossed 
in September to almost 1,800. 


THE TIMES | Thursday September 7 2023 


9 


News 


BBC looks to fill Edwardss shoes for election 


Constance Kampfner 


Laura Kuenssberg is thought to be the 
frontrunner to present the BBC's 
election night coverage after the 
suspension of Huw Edwards. 

Edwards, 62, the main presenter for 
the December 2019 election, was taken 
off the air after he was alleged by The 
Sun to have paid a young person for 
sexually explicit images. 

The BBCS highest-paid newsreader 
is thought to be receiving his full 
£435,000-a-year salary while an 
internal inquiry is under way. Two 
police forces concluded that Edwards 
had no criminal case to answer. 

Many inthe BBCnewsroom think that 
he is unlikely to return to presenting 


the 10pm news bulletin and anchoring 
other significant events. “It’s a position 
of such authority,’ a senior BBC 
journalist said. “If the public and the 
audience have question marks about 
somebody, it makes it very hard for them 
to re-establish themselves in that role.” 

With an election expected next 
year, possibly in spring, insiders are 
speculating about who will lead the 
BBCS coverage. One person familiar 
with the corporations thinking told 
Deadline, a media news website, that 
there was no obvious successor and 
executives were “struggling to know 
who to fill it with”. 

The gig is, as one BBC insider put it, a 
“high-wire act”, adding: “Get it wrong 
and you and the BBC are in for a mighty 


Huw Edwards's colleagues described 
his absence from the BBC as a big loss 


big fall. The election night presenter 
has to be able to juggle a never-ending 
flow of outside sources, breaking news 
and complex data for hour after hour... 
This is not, however, a solo act — the 
election night presenter needs to bring 


out the best in the BBC's team inside 
and outside the studio as they are the 
reason people turn to the BBC first." 
Kuenssberg, BBC Newss former 
political editor, has presented its 
Sunday morning politics show since last 
September. She is believed by some 
colleagues to be the favourite for the 
election night slot, which would make 
herthefirstwoman to leadthe coverage. 
However, Kuenssberg, 47, has less ex- 
perience presenting rolling news from 
the studio than some colleagues. The 
BBC has also defended her weekly show 
after The Sunday Times reported its 
audience was down by a third. The cor- 
poration said this did not include those 
watching on other devices or on iPlayer. 
Little has been heard from Edwards 


since his wife said that he was the 
subject of The Sun’s allegations and was 
being treated for his mental health. He 
is said not to be answering colleagues’ 
text messages but is understood to be 
eager to clear his name. 

Some say that he is planning legal 
action against either the BBC or The 
Sun if he loses his job as a result. The 
Sun has withdrawn any suggestion that 
he might have committed an offence by 
buying pictures of a person aged 17. 

Another senior BBC journalist said 
that it would be difficult to fill his shoes. 
"I'm not sure theres anyone who has 
the same calm authority and dependa- 
bility,” the source said. “He is a big loss.” 

The BBC was contacted for 
comment. 


SSS) 
Saturday 
sizzler to 
be hottest 
of the year 


dull summer 
looks set to 
be followed 
by the hottest 
day of the 
year on Saturday (Adam 
Vaughan writes). Britain 
started the summer with 
its hottest June on 
record. Temperatures 
were then near typical 
levels in July and 
August, leaving the 
season at an average 
15.4C, or 0.8C warmer 
than average. 
Heatwaves are likely 
to be declared in some 
regions with the Met 
Office expecting a 
maximum of 33C in 
London on Saturday. 
September last saw the 
hottest day in 1962. 
The highest air 
pollution warning is in 
place for northeast 


Pe MD 


tg 


tg E 


England on Saturday 
while parts of England 
and Wales are expected 
to have moderate to 
high pollution due to a 
mix of low winds and 
warmth and dust coming 
from the Sahara. 
Globally, summer was 
the warmest on record, 
according to figures 
from the EU Earth 
observation programme, 
Copernicus. The group 
said the three months’ 
average global 
temperature was 16.77°C, 
0.66C above average and 


Three day forecast 


North 


pra 


Today 28C 
(15C) 


Friday 


Saturday 


(min night-time temp in brackets) Source: Met Office 


BELINDA JIAO; STEVE BACK 


the highest in a data Change Service, said. 
series started in 1940. Separately, 15 MPs told 
July was the hottest researchers from 


month ever recorded 
globally, with heatwaves 
in large parts of 
southern Europe, Asia 
and North America. 
“We will continue to 
see more intense and 
frequent extreme 
weather events 
impacting society, until 
we stop emitting 
greenhouse gases,” 
Samantha Burgess, 
deputy director of the 
Copernicus Climate 


Lancaster University 
that they think climate 
change has gone from 
an “outsider issue” in 
2018 to a “mainstream 
concern”. Professor 
Rebecca Willis, who 
undertook the research, 
said: “Politicians know 
that climate is front and 
centre of politics now.” 
The research was 
commissioned by the 
Green Alliance group. 
Full forecast, page 61 


Cod have not had their chips, despite rising ocean heatwaves 


Tom Whipple Science Editor 


Many important commercial fisheries 
are more resilient to heatwaves than 
previously thought, a study has found. 

Research suggests that the ocean 
could be less vulnerable to some effects 
of climate change than had been feared. 
The scientists said, however, that each 
rise in temperatures would still be 
“rolling the dice”. 

The study, published in the journal 


Nature, looked at almost 30 years of 
surveys of bottom-dwelling fish such as 
cod and pollock in the North Atlantic. 

That data was compared with the 
water temperature in preceding 
months. 

Incidents of heatwaves leading to 
collapses in the populations of fish and 
phytoplankton — plant-like microbes 
— that live in the upper layers of water 
have been well documented. Scientists 
believed that they would see the pat- 


tern repeated at greater depths, too. 
However, the research found that most 
heatwaves had little impact on bottom- 
dwelling fish. 

“What we find is good news in many 
ways,” Malin Pinsky, a biologist from 
the University of California Santa Cruz, 
said. “We find that fish, many of which 
support our most productive fisheries 
around the world, are more resilient 
than we previously thought. 

“Many are species that show up on 


our plates. The results really surprised 
us. We expected that large heatwaves 
would have clear and large impacts — 
but that’s not what the data told us.” 

The research used data from more 
than 80,000 regular scientific hauls, in 
which ships used nets to survey fisher- 
ies systematically. 

The surveys do show that climate 
change has a long-term effect. Warm- 
ing oceans disrupt the range of species 
in an area, as some will move towards 


cooler water nearer the poles. Other 
surveys have shown that heatwaves 
can have big effects on ecosystems. For 
example, while there is recent evidence 
they may be adapting, kelp forests and 
coral reefs are unable to relocate in the 
same way as the temperature rises. 
Pinsky said, however, they did not 
understand why some heatwaves had a 
worse effect than others. He added: 
“The more we can limit long-term in- 
creases in temperature, the better.” 
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After gap of 18 years, 


the Stones shine again 


he Rolling 

Stones are to 

release their 

first studio 

album of 
original music since 
2005 (Lucy Bannerman 
writes). 

The recording will 
feature appearances 
from Bill Wyman, the 
original bassist, Lady 
Gaga and Stevie 
Wonder, as well as 
Charlie Watts, the 
band's late drummer. 

The album, Hackney 
Diamonds, will be 
released on October 20, 
their first collection of 
original songs in 18 
years and the first since 
Watts died in 2021. 


The first clue that new 
music was in the 
pipeline came last 
month on page 3 of the 
Hackney Gazette, the 
east London newspaper. 

An advertisement for 
a glass repair company 
read: “Our friendly team 
promises you 
satisfaction. When you 
say gimme shelter we'll 
fix your shattered 
windows.” 

The familiar lips logo 
appears as a dot above a 
letter i. The company 
was fictional. 

“Hackney diamonds” 
is London slang for the 
broken glass left after a 
break-in at a shop. 

The remaining band 


News 


JAN WEST/PA 
~~ 


Ronnie Wood, Mick Jagger 
and Keith Richards greet 
fans at the Hackney 
Empire. The video for 
their single Angry stars 
Sydney Sweeney, left 


members — Mick 
Jagger, Keith Richards 
and Ronnie Wood — 
met at the Hackney 
Empire theatre 
yesterday to announce 
the album ina 
conversation with 
Jimmy Fallon, the US 
talk show host. 
Richards said they 
came up with Hackney 
Diamonds while 
discussing titles such as 
Hit and Run or Smash 
and Grab. “We area 
London band,” he added. 
Richards said Watts 
was “missed incredibly ... 
but thanks to Charlie we 
have Steve Jordan [the 
drummer] who was his 
recommendation.” 
Wyman, who left the 
band in 1993 after 
playing on 19 albums, 
appears on one track. 
The band unveiled the 
first single, Angry, and 
showed the video, which 
features Sydney 
Sweeney, the US actress 
from Euphoria and The 
White Lotus. 
Stones deliver again, 
leading article, page 31 
Making an album with 
the Stones, Times2 


Feast of literature, wine and rugby 
awaits King and Queen in France 


Valentine Low 


The Queen will launch a Franco- 
British literary prize when she accom- 
panies the King on his first state visit to 
France later this month. 

The visit, which replaces one 
cancelled in March because of rioting, 
will also see the King become the first 
British monarch to address the French 
senate on the floor of the chamber. He 
is expected to deliver some of his 
speech in French. 

Other highlights of the trip include a 
state banquet in the Hall of Mirrors at 
the Palace of Versailles hosted by 
President Macron and his wife Brigitte, 
a meeting with sports stars to mark 
Frances hosting of the Rugby World 
Cup, and a visit to an organic vineyard 
in Bordeaux. 

The King, who will be making his 
35th official visit to France, will also 
have a one-to-one meeting with Ma- 
cron at the Elysée Palace. The details of 


the visit are broadly similar to the one 
planned earlier in the year. Among the 
small number of new additions is the 
launch by the Queen and Brigitte Ma- 
cron of a new Franco-British literary 
prize at the Bibliothèque Nationale de 
France in Paris. 

The Queen is a strong advocate of 
literacy. When she was Duchess of 
Cornwall she launched a book club, 
now called The Queens Reading 
Room. Brigitte Macron is a former 
teacher who has a master’s degree in lit- 
erature. 

Chris Fitzgerald, the King’s deputy 
private secretary, said: “The state visit 
will celebrate Britain’s relationship 
with France, marking our shared his- 
tories, culture and values. It will also 
provide an opportunity to look for- 
wards, and demonstrate the 


Charles and President 
Macron at Cop26 in 
Glasgow two years ago 


many ways the UK and France are 
working together.” The vineyard they 
will visit in Bordeaux has pioneered a 
sustainable approach to wine-making, 
he said, including generating its own 
solar energy and capturing and con- 
verting the carbon dioxide it produces. 

A senior Foreign Office official said 
the relationship between Britain and 


Bankrupt Birmingham was warned 


Mario Ledwith 


Birmingham city council ignored 
advice not to host the Commonwealth 
Games last year to focus on solving the 
financial problems that led to it being 
declared in effect bankrupt this week. 
Official advisers told the Labour-run 
local authority, the largest in Europe, 
that it did not have the capacity to 
resolve its years-long financial woes 
while also putting on the Games. 


The council issued a Section 114 
notice on Tuesday, acknowledging that 
it could no longer balance its books, 
raising the prospect of a council tax rise 
and funding for services being slashed. 

The council owes up to £760 million 
to female staff in equal pay claims, a 
debt rising at up to £14 million a month. 

Since a 2012 Supreme Court judg- 
ment, the council has paid £1.1 billion in 
settlements to staff such as cooks who 
were paid less than men in similar jobs. 


When government-backed non- 
executive advisers were appointed to 
improve the councils performance in 
2019, they said sorting out the “budget 
hole” created by the equal pay claims 
should be prioritised. Max Caller, one of 
the advisers, said he had warned 
council leaders not to host the Com- 
monwealth Games, and the experts 
were “very concerned” about the city’s 
ability to host the Games. He said: “I 
take nothing away from the city and the 


France had been “steadily improving” 
since the Franco-British summit 
between Rishi Sunak and Macron in 
Paris in March. He added: “This visit 
was originally planned to take place just 
ahead of the extremely successful state 
visit to Germany, a visit from which we 
are still realising very real benefits. The 
speed with which we have been able to 
reinstate this visit, thanks to a huge 
amount of flexibility on both sides, is a 
testament to how important we both 
see this.” 
The original state visit was cancelled 
after rioting over Macrons plan to 
raise the retirement age. With pro- 
testers setting light to the rubbish 
that was piling up in the streets 
because of strikes, firefighters had 
to put out 900 fires in one night. 
Macron said at the time: “It would 
have been a lack of common sense 
to carry on with the state visit in 
the middle of the demonstra- 
tions.” 


off Games 


people for the brilliant job they did in 
delivering the Commonwealth Games 
... But if you're doing that, there is a 
limit to the political and managerial 
capacity to focus on other things.” 

Last night it was reported the council 
spent more than £50 million on hydro- 
gen buses, railways and cycle lanes, plus 
£13 million on the 2026 European Ath- 
letics Championships, while the costs 
of its Oracle IT system rose from 
£19 million to up to £100 million. 


Trump calls 
for a debate 
with Meghan 


Kieran Gair 


Donald Trump has challenged the 
Duchess of Sussex to a public debate 
and accused her of disrespecting the 
late Queen Elizabeth II. 

The former president, 77, who has 
expressed his distaste for Meghan and 
her values on several occasions, com- 
plained about “the way she dealt with 
the Queen” and said that he would 
“love to debate” the duchess. 

Speaking this week on the US radio 
programme The Recount, Trump 
claimed the Duke and Duchess of Suss- 
ex were “disrespectful” to the Queen 
when they decided to step down from 
their roles as working royals in 2020. 

He said: “I didn’t like the way she 
dealt with the Queen. I became very 
friendly with the Queen. She was an 
incredible woman. 

“T think it’s not a good situation going 
on with the two of them, but | didn't 
know that they don’t like me. Some- 
body mentioned it might be possible. 
They wouldn't be the only ones.” 

Trump said he “disagrees so much” 
with what the couple “are doing”, poss- 
ibly in reference to the claims made 
about the royal family in Harry’s mem- 
oir, Spare, and their Netflix series. 

When asked whether he would sit 
down with Harry and Meghan, Trump 
urged the host, Hugh Hewitt, to “set it 
up”, adding: "Let's go do something. I'd 
love to debate her. I would love it." 

Trump has criticised Meghan, 42, 
several times. When she called him 
"misogynistic" and "divisive" during 
the 2016 election campaign, he said: "I 
didn't know that she was nasty." 
Trump hits back at campaign to 
block 2024 bid, page 33 
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Sara parents ‘ready to face justice’ 


David Brown 
Haroon Janjua Islamabad 


The father and stepmother of Sara 
Sharif have broken cover to complain 
they are living in fear of their lives in 
Pakistan and are willing to return to the 
UK to face justice over the girls death. 

Urfan Sharif, 41, and his partner 
Beinash Batool, 29, released a video in 
which they claim Sara, ten, died during 
an “incident” at their home in Woking, 
Surrey. The couple and Sharif's brother 
Faisal Shahzad Malik, 28, flew to 
Pakistan the day before Sara’s body was 
found on August 10. 

Batool said in the video that “Sara’s 
death was an incident” before com- 
plaining about her treatment and that 
of her relatives. “My main concern is 
the Pakistani police will torture or kill 
us,” she added. “That is why we have 
gone into hiding... we are willing to co- 
operate with the UK authorities and 
fight our case in court.” 

A post-mortem examination found 
Sara had “suffered multiple and exten- 
sive injuries” that were “likely to have 
been caused over a sustained and 
extended period of time”. 

Batool denied media reports that her 
partner’s brother, Imran, claimed Sara 
had fallen down the stairs and broken 
her neck while at home with her step- 
mother. She said: “Our family in Paki- 
stan are severely affected by all that is 
going on. They are harassing my ex- 
tended family.” 

Batool named relatives she claimed 
were being illegally held in custody by 
Pakistani officials chasing them. The 
authorities are considering announc- 
ing a reward and displaying wanted 
posters in the family’s home city of Jhe- 
lum and adjoining districts. 

She claimed: “They have also illegal- 
ly raided many more of my family 
members’ homes. On one raid they 
took a elderly woman and physically 
tortured young ladies. They have taken 
many belongings such as jewellery, 
money and mobile phones. They broke 
the CCTV cameras so there would be 
no proof of the police coming.” 

The couple fled to Pakistan with 
Sara’s brother and four half-siblings. 

“All ofour family members have gone 
into hiding as everyone is scared,” 
Batool said. “The kids are unable to at- 
tend school as they are afraid to leave 
the house. No one is leaving the house. 

“The groceries have run out and 
there is no food for the kids as the adults 
are unable to leave their homes.” 

Batool said their lawyer would repre- 
sent them at Rawalpindi high court on 


= 


Urfan Sharif was silent as Beinash Batool said they would be willing to return to the UK. The body of Sara, below left, w was identified by her mother Olga, below right 


September 19. Her husband, a taxi 
driver, sat next to her during the record- 
ing but remained silent. 

The mother of a girl who attended St 
Mary’s primary school in Byfleet with 
Sara said Sharif's daughter had stopped 
coming after turning up with cuts and 
bruises about four months ago. Surrey 
county council officials have said that 
the family were known to the author- 
ities. 

Sara’s mother, Olga Sharif, 36, origi- 
nally from Poland, said she had been al- 
lowed to see her daughter and her 13- 
year-old son just twice since 2019. 
Whenasked to come to the mortuary to 
identify her daughter she barely recog- 
nised her because of her injuries. 

“One of her cheeks was swollen and 
the other side was bruised,” she told 
Polish television. “Even now, when I 
close my eyes I can see what my baby 


looked like.” She said she stopped visit- 
ing her daughter and son after their 
stepmother wrote that “the children did 
not want to see me”. 

The mother said that after separating 
from her husband in 2015 the 
children lived with her. In 
2019 the family court 
said they should live 
with their father, al- F 
though she still 
had equal rights. 
She told The Sun 
yesterday after 
the video was re- 


tually want to work ae > 


leased: “I hope it’s 
true that they ac- 


with the British 
police. 
"There's nih M ` 


about how upset they are 


GET n 


or how they are grieving for Sara. All 
they can say is that it’s an incident. It's 
all about them. They know they're in a 
corner now that they can’t get out of.” 
Sara's grandfather, Muhammad Sha- 
rif, 68, told The Times at the 
Rawalpindi high court on 
Tuesday that her death 
was an accident. “I ap- 
peal to Urfan to hand 
himself in to the 
police,” he said. 
Surrey police 
said Saras father 
made a 999 call 
soon after landing 
in Islamabad, lead- 
ing them to find her 
body. Officers said 
they were aware of the 
video, adding that it was 
“significant”. 


Oxford trans policy ‘stifles free speech’ 


James Beal Social Affairs Editor 


An Oxford University college has been 
accused of stifling free speech by issu- 
ing a transgender inclusion statement. 

Regents Park College released the 
1,200-word statement online in June. It 
said it would not tolerate unlawful dis- 
crimination, victimisation, bullying or 
harassment of trans people. 

Examples of inappropriate behav- 
iour towards trans people were given as 
“making jokes about trans people or 
their trans status” and “consistently 
using incorrect titles” or pronouns. 

The college said unlawful or discrim- 
inatory conduct would be dealt with 
under its policy on harassment and bul- 
lying and within the “relevant legis- 
lation” of the Equality Act. This pre- 
vents the harassment of individuals 
based on protected characteristics, 
including gender reassignment. 

The Free Speech Union has written 


to the college claiming that England's 
universities are not directed by law to 
treat students as though they are bound 
by the Equality Act. 

It said the college’s attempt to hold 
students accountable would “unduly 
inhibit free speech”. 

The Free Speech Union, led by the 
journalist Toby Young, has asked for 
the trans inclusion statement to be 
withdrawn or rewritten. 

Young claimed that under the Equal- 
ity Act, students are treated as third 
parties and are not bound by its terms. 

Maya Forstater, a gender-critical 
campaigner who successfully sued her 
former employer for discrimination on 
the basis of her protected beliefs under 
the Equality Act, agreed. She told The 
Times yesterday: “The college has a 
duty to the students not to discriminate 
or harass them, but the students are not 
bound by the act.” 

A spokesman for the college said yes- 


terday: “Regents Park College cele- 
brates and values the diversity ofits stu- 
dent groups, workforce and visitors, 
and we aim to create a place for them 
that is welcoming and inclusive. 

“Since 2022 we have been working 
with our students on this trans inclu- 
sion statement. It affirms our commit- 
ment to their wellbeing, as they are the 
ones who make Regent’s a very special 
place. 

"We're committed to helping them 
feel safe, valued and supported so they 
can fulfil their potential in the time they 
spend with us.” 

The Regent’s Park College statement 
also said it respected the rights of those 
who were gender critical, or people who 
do not believe it is possible to change 
sex. 

But it added that the rights of gender- 
critical people would be respected 
“provided their expression does not 
constitute harassment”. 


Undercover policeman had 
relationship using fake ID 


Poppy Koronka 


An undercover police officer used his 
fake identity to deceive a woman into a 
19-year relationship during which time 
they had a child together, it has been 
disclosed. 

The officer concealed his identity 
from the woman for nearly two 
decades, never telling her his real job. 

The Guardian reported that the offi- 
cer used his fictitious identity on his 
son’s birth certificate. 

In 2020, after the couple became 
engaged, the woman was told by police 
of her fiancé’s deception. 

The Independent Office for Police 
Conduct (IOPC) is investigating offi- 
cers at Avon and Somerset police, who 
knew about the undercover officer's 
relationship as far back as 2013. The 


former officer continued using his fake 
identity after he left the force. 

The family of the woman, who has 
been kept anonymous, have said the 
revelation devastated them. 

Avon and Somerset police apolo- 
gised, adding: “We recognise and 
understand the devastating and appall- 
ing impact this has had on all those 
affected, and we have taken and con- 
tinue to take our duty of care to them 
seriously" The investigation also 
involves West Midlands police, who 
employed the officer between 2001, 
when he met the woman, and 2006. 

The IOPC said: “We are concluding a 
managed investigation into allegations 
that senior officers failed to adequately 
investigate the conduct of an under- 
cover officer once it had been brought 
to their attention.” 
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British less 
keen on work 
than French 
and Italians 


Oliver Wright Policy Editor 


Britain is one of the least work-oriented 
countries in the world with less than 
one in four people thinking their career 
should come first in life, an inter- 
national study suggests. 

The survey of attitudes to employ- 
ment across 24 countries found that 
people in the UK were the least likely 
to say that work was important to 
them. 

Seventy-three per cent of people in 
the UK said that work was an 
important part of their life, compared 
with 96 per cent in Italy and 94 per cent 
in France. The figures seemed to be in 
stark contrast to the common percep- 
tion of Britons as among the most hard- 
working. 

Asked whether work should come 
first even if it meant less spare time, just 
22 per cent of Britons agreed compared 
with 39 per cent in France and 45 per 
cent in Spain. 

The research was carried out as part 
of the World Values Survey. One of the 
largest and most widely used academic 
social surveys, it has been operating 
since 1981. 

The study examined perceptions of 
work across developed countries, 
including the United States and 
Germany, as well as developing 
countries such as Indonesia, Brazil and 
China. 

It showed that over the past 40 years 
the number of people who think less 
importance should be placed on work 
has grown from 26 to 43 per cent and 


scant knowledge of working practices 
in other countries beyond the stereo- 
typical view we have of ourselves com- 
pared to people in other parts of 
Europe,” he said. “We often have the 
wrong image of how different we are 
and how others view work compared to 
us.” 

The survey in the UK was the first to 
be conducted since Covid-19 and Duffy 
said that the pandemic appeared to 
have crystallised what had been a long- 
term decline in the importance of work 
to people. 

In particular it showed a sharp 
decline in the percentage of millennials 
— born from the early Eighties to the 
mid-Nineties — who think work 
should always come first. In 2018 about 
25 per cent agreed with this statement, 
a figure that has now dropped to just 
over 10 per cent. 

Among the Gen Z population, born 
after 1996 and who only recently 
entered the workplace, just 19 per cent 
believe that work should always 
come first. This compared with 30 per 
cent of the postwar baby boomers and 
over 40per cent of the pre-war 
generation. 

Duffy said that this could be a 
product of greater economic security 
now than in previous generations, 
despite the recent economic 
downturn. 

“Itis a trend that you see across other 
countries as well, where economic 
security is more valued in developing 
countries while values of self- 
expression and doing things that you 
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Fans of Taylor Swift have 
skewed a poll in favour of 
Jude Bellingham after 
Alejandro Balde, below left, 
said he didn't like her music 


footballer, who is under 
21 and plays for a top-tier 
European team. 
It is in two parts: the 
official award judged by a 
panel of journalists and 
the Gold Boy Web Award, 
an online public vote. 
Balde has fallen behind 
the Real Madrid 
midfielder Jude 
Bellingham in the public 
vote after Swift fans 
shared on Twitter/X an 
alleged quote from the 
Barcelona left-back 
which read: *Do I like 
Taylor Swift? No, I don't 
like her music." 
Swift's fans asked 
supporters on Twitter/X 
to stop Balde winning. 
One wrote: *Hey Swifties! 
we can't let this Balde guy 
win the golden boy 
award. Vote for Jude 
Bellingham here." The 
tweet has received nearly 
7,000 retweets and 
30,000 likes. 
Bellingham, 20, the 
England international 
who moved to Real 
Madrid in a £115 million 
deal this summer, has 
secured more than 
80 per cent of 
the votes 
compared 
with 14 per 
cent for 
Balde, who 
was in the 
lead until 
Tuesday. 
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Council urged to bin four-day week trial as performance falls 


Ben Ellery 


Pressure is mounting on a council to 
end an experiment that allows its staff 
to work a four-day week after it missed 
a series of performance targets. 

Lee Rowley, alocal government min- 
ister, wrote to South Cambridgeshire 
district council on Tuesday urging its 
Liberal Democrat leadership to halt the 
trial. 

He cited a report that found the 
council had seen a reduction in the 
number ofinquiries answered by its call 
centre, missed a target to collect rent 
from its residents and experienced a 


“significant” increase in the time taken 
to process housing benefit claims. 

The letter came after the council an- 
nounced it would be extending the 
scheme to include refuse workers, a 
move that will affect the frequency of 
food-waste collection from households. 

The council had claimed the report 
referenced by Rowley showed that the 
experiment had been a success. Asare- 
sultit extended the initial three-month 
trial for an additional 12 months. 

However, this week it was revealed 
that the council had collaborated with 
the institute behind the report and re- 
quested that it held back some data. 


In anew letter sent to Bridget Smith, 
the council leader, on Tuesday, Rowley 
said that “financial options” may be in- 
troduced to deter other local author- 
ities from following suit. 

“We do not support a so-called four- 
day week in local government and I re- 
quest again that you voluntarily end 
your experiment with taxpayers’ 
money immediately,” Rowley said. 

He called into question the author- 
ity’s claim that the first three months 
were a success, based on the findings of 
the Bennett Institute for Public Policy 
at the University of Cambridge. 

He said: “When residents don’t get 


houses as quickly as they should, when 
residents can't resolve their issues as 
rapidly as they have previously been 
able and when they have to wait longer 
for important benefits payments to be 
processed, that would not, in the view of 
many, constitute a “success”” 

The minister said that the removal of 
a fifth of the councils operating capa- 
city was “unlikely” to help it improve 
services. 

He also noted the “irregular” deci- 
sion not to carry out any formal consul- 
tation before the first trial late last year, 
or the extension agreed in May. 

“Failure to consult properly on key 


decisions may expose the council to 
legal proceedings that ... would likely 
cost taxpayers of your authority signifi- 
cant funds if defended,” he said. 

“We are considering other financial 
options available to us regarding end- 
ing four-day weeks in the local govern- 
ment sector.” 

The council previously claimed that 
reducing the number of hours staff 
worked made it easier to recruit and re- 
tain employees. 

A spokesman for South Cam- 
bridgeshire district council said: “We 
have received the letter from the minis- 
ter and will respond in due course.” 
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Geordie racer A vintage Tiger Moth soars above Bamburgh Castle in Northumberland. The firm Tiger Flights offers sightseeing trips over local landmarks in the two-seater DH82A plane, which was built in 1940 


Bigamist told unwitting wives 
he was away for work training 


Laurence Sleator 


A former soldier could be facing jail 
after admitting to a double life in 
which for years he was married to two 
women. 

Jason Hayter, 48, was in the armed 
forces for 24 years and had five children 
with his two wives while moving 
between the UK and Germany, where 
he was stationed. 

Neither wives knew anything of the 
other. Hayter was exposed when his 
daughter from his later marriage mes- 
saged his first wife on Facebook asking 
about the connection to her father. 

Appearing at Norwich magistrates' 
court in a wheelchair, Hayter, of Kirby 
Cross, near Frinton-on-Sea in Essex, 
pleaded guilty to bigamy, which carries 
a maximum sentence of seven years in 
prison. The court was told that the 


veteran, who served in Afghanistan, 
Bosnia and lraq, married Tracey 
Larkcombe in 2010 shortly before he 
was posted to Germany. She moved 
with him, and they had two children 
there. 

Sally Harris, for the prosecution, told 
the court that Hayter started messag- 
ing and visiting Sara Hayter, who lived 
inthe UK, in the same year he married 
Larkcombe. 

The pair began a relationship and for 
yearsthe soldier would spend long peri- 
ods away from each woman, telling 
them he was on work training. 

In 2014, Hayter had a child with Sara 
and the couple married in 2016. Two 
years later they had twins. 

Charles Judge, for the defence, said 
Hayter's 2016 union took place after his 
marriage to Larkcombe had broken 
down. He added that he had been given 


Jason Hayter had 
five children with 
two wives while in 
the armed forces 
and based in the 
UK and Germany 


a diagnosis of PTSD and had mental 
health problems. 

The court was told that Sara Hayter 
contacted police after receiving the 
message from her husband's daughter 
and learning that he had not divorced. 

Both women had statements read 
out in court revealing the anguish their 
former partner's actions caused. 

Larkcombe said that while stationed 
in Germany with the army Hayter was 
"always going backwards and forwards 
to the UK for training. I never thought 
anything was wrong." 


“Him being away was normal for us,” 
she added. “I was shocked to learn that 
he had married again and had three 
other children." 

Sara Hayter said the former soldier 
told her his absences were because he 
was training as a paramedic for the 
London Ambulance Service. 

“We would always make plans to- 
gether and at no point during this time 
did I suspect he had other families," her 
statement said. 

Hayter had been married before 
Larkcombe but had divorced. 

“I don't want anything more to do 
with him. I did not see this coming. He 
has manipulated me,” Sara Hayter's 
statement continued. "I believe every- 
thing he has said to me is a lie. I don't 
think he knows the truth anymore.” 

Hayter will be sentenced at Norwich 
crown court next month. 


Missing toddler case linked to body found in Danube 


Kieran Gair 


British police are investigating whether 
the body of a boy found in a German 
river is Ben Needham, the English 
toddler who vanished on the Greek 
island of Kos in 1991. 

South Yorkshire police formally 
ended a search in 2016, saying that they 
believed Ben had died as a result of an 
accident involving a digger. Despite 
extensive searches of two sites, his body 
has not been found. 

However, the force confirmed that 
officers were "looking into" the case of 


a dead boy who was found in the 
Danube River near Grossmehring, 
Bavaria, in May last year. 

The case, which has mystified Ger- 
man police, was brought to the atten- 
tion of their British counterparts after 
Interpol, the international police orga- 
nisation, appealed for information. 

Ben, from Sheffield, was 21 months 
old when he disappeared in July 1991. 
He was staying with his grandparents, 
who were helpingto repair a farmhouse 
in the Greek village of Iraklis. 

Meanwhile, the boy found in the 
Danube is estimated to be five or six 


years old. His body was weighed down 
with a flagstone and wrapped in foil, 
Interpol said. 

German police, unableto identify the 
body or the circumstances of his death, 
asked Interpol to issue a "black notice", 
an international alert to gather infor- 
mation on unidentified bodies. 

After South Yorkshire police con- 
firmed they were investigating, Kerry 
Needham, Ben mother, told the Daily 
Mail: “I am hoping our British police 
will check this out and contact the 
German officers about this. We need to 
rule it out. I’ve always said that I don’t 


believe he’s died. The reconstruction 
has a look of Ben. I never realised how 
child trafficking is so rife and massive.” 

Police believe that the boy spent 
time outside Germany. Jürgen Stock, 
the Interpol secretary-general, said: 
"Someone, somewhere knows some- 
thing about this boy,” he said. 

British detectives believe that Kon- 
stantinos “Dinos” Barkas, who died in 
2015, ran over Ben by accident while 
working near the farmhouse and “pan- 
icked” before disposing of evidence. 

South Yorkshire police said: “We are 
looking into the reports.” 


Nurses “used 
pills to keep 
ward quiet’ 


Patients in a stroke unit were drugged 
with sleeping pills to “keep them quiet 
and compliant”, a jury was told. 

One of the sedatives said to have 
been used was zopiclone, which is 
potentially life-threatening if given 
inappropriately. 

Catherine Hudson, 54, and Charlotte 
Wilmot, 48, face charges at Preston 
crown court over alleged ill-treatment 
of patients between February 2017 and 
November 2018 while employed as 
nurses at Blackpool Victoria Hospital. 

Peter Wright KC, for the prosecution, 
said: “Some patients on the unit, we say, 
were deliberately doped up with 
zopiclone, or other similar sedatives, by 
certain members of staff in order not to 
treat them but to keep them quiet and 
compliant. We say the defendants 
treated patients not with care and 
compassion but with contempt. 

“They considered them, or some of 
them, to bean imposition, an irritation." 

He said they would drug patients to 
“make life easier”, or on occasion would 
do so “simply out of spite” if a patient or 
patient's family irritated them. 

He added: “The risks to the patients 
were obvious, but we say they didn't 
care. They thought it was amusing. It 
was something they would brag about 
or share as a joke on social media.” 

A whistleblower student nurse 
brought alleged events to the attention 
of the authorities in November 2018. 

Hudson, of Blackpool, denies ill- 
treating four patients and stealing 
mebeverine, a medicine. Wilmot, also 
of Blackpool, denies encouraging 
Hudson to sedate one of those patients. 
Both deny conspiring to ill-treat 
another patient. The trial continues. 


BIOCERAMIC 
SCUBA Jd Fathoms 


COLLECTION 


ANTARCTIC OCEAN 


X 
Swatcn® 


Only available in selected Swatch Stores 


THE TIMES | Thursday September 7 2023 


19 


News 


Ladies 


Charlie Parker 


Manchester United lionised as the star 
manager ofitsfirstfemale football team 
a convicted paedophile who abused 
young girls, The Times can reveal. 

Geoff Konopka, in charge of Man- 
chester United Ladies from 1983 to 
2001, was celebrated by the club for his 
early involvement with the womens 
game and recently visited Old Trafford 
as a “special guest” during a match 
attended by thousands of children. 

An investigation by The Times has 
found that he was sentenced to four 
years in prison in 2011 and put on the 
sex offenders register for a decade after 
being convicted of 19 offences of inde- 
cent assault and gross indecency 
against girls aged under 16 and 14. 

Despite Konopka also having an 
“active suspension” on the Football 
Associations safeguarding system — 
banning him from working or coaching 
for any team — United commemorated 
his career and featured him in a display 
at the Old Trafford museum. 

In response to the revelations, the 
club said that it had been unaware of his 
crimes and expressed “its heartfelt 
sympathy to the victims and all those 
affected by these abhorrent crimes”. 

The club confirmed that it would 
“have no further connection” with 
Konopka and had contacted the legal 


John Barnes 


David Brown 


John Barnes, the former England foot- 
baller, faces a threat of bankruptcy over 
an unpaid tax bill of £238,425. 

HM Revenue & Customs applied for 
Barnes’ bankruptcy yesterday, saying 
the former Liverpool winger who 
earned £200,000 a year had a “history 
of non-compliance”. 

Nathan Webb, representing Barnes 
at the High Court hearing in London, 
said his client hoped to receive 
£415,000 from an unidentified source 
within six months in addition to the 
money he earned from Liverpool, 
where he was made an "ambassador" 
last yearto represent the club at events. 


boss 


and football authorities "as a matter of 
urgency”. 

The Times has spoken to several 
former players from the United Ladies 
squad who first alerted the club to Kon- 
opka's convictions. In emails to its safe- 
guarding co-ordinator, they expressed 
"shock" and "disgust" at seeing him 
“paraded hand-in-hand with Manches- 
ter United" in promotional material 
published on its website in July. 

In an online article presenting Man- 
chester United as an early advocate of 
womens football, which was also pub- 
lished in a printed programme given to 
fans at a game last year, the club high- 
lights the success of “Konopka’s Reds”. 
They were one of the first female teams 
to play at Wembley Stadium, in 1994 
and again in 1996, in informal fixtures 
regarded as milestones for gender 
equality in the sport. 

Konopka, 79, was quoted praising the 
club for helping the squad, noting that 
“we were so well looked after” at 
Wembley with food, travel and branded 
kits paid for. 

The former players, who played at 
the historic Wembley games, demand- 
ed a public apology from the club for 
presenting Konopka as the “hero” 
behind their sporting achievements 
and for allowing him to attend a recent 
womens game as a “guest of honour”. 

The players also told The Times that 


“He has already put forward evidence 
of funding and willingness to pay,” 
Webb said. "Mr Barnes is very — 
well and able to pay. He just j* 
requires a bit of time.” { 

The court was told Barnes, 
59, paid £100,000 towards f 
histaxbillin February and ew 
£345,000 in May. : 

Judge Catherine Burton 
adjourned the case for 12 
weeks. Barnes, who was 
not in court, avoided a pre- 
vious bankruptcy applica- | 
tion over an unpaid 


John Barnes was the first 
star to get £10,000 a week 


lag A 


M 


* 


Geoff Konopka, in charge of Manchester United Ladies, above left, has been 
celebrated for his role in women's football but was jailed for sex offences in 2011 


Konopka had made them feel uncom- 
fortable when he was managing the 
side. One said he often entered the 
changing rooms without knocking. 
Konokpa strongly denied the claims as 
a "pack of lies". 

Konopka acknowledged that he 
served prison time for offences he said 
were "historical" and took place about 
30 years before his sentencing. This 
would have been just before his associa- 
tion with Manchester United. 

“I never, ever entered the dressing 
room without knocking and never 
entered before I knew that everyone 
was changed and decent,” he said. 

The online feature was deleted on 
Tuesday, a day after The Times 


£200,000 tax bill which was settled 
earlier this year. 

Barnes said last November that it was 
“a fantastic honour” to repre- 
sent Liverpool as an ambassa- 
dor. He said: “I loved repre- 
senting Liverpool Football 
Club as a player and I’m rel- 

. ishing the prospect of 

$)), wearing the beloved 
Liver bird crest on my 
chest once again — 
albeit on a suit.” 

Barnes also played for 
Watford and Newcastle, 
W winning 79 England caps 

between 1983 and 1995. 
ENE He was said to be Britains 


contacted the club. All mention of Kon- 
opka has been erased from museum 
displays and the club insists there have 
been no breaches of safeguarding. 

Manchester United Ladies was dis- 
solved in 2005 but reformed as Man- 
chester United Women in 2018 under 
the official umbrella of the club. 

The club said: “Manchester United 
has recently received information 
around these convictions, and as a 
matter of urgency has been in contact 
with the relevant legal and football 
authorities to substantiate the facts. 

“The club has taken appropriate 
action after receiving this information 
and will have no further connection 
with the individual.” 


faces bankruptcy after £238,000 tax bill 


highest-paid player when he joined 
Liverpool in 1987, becoming the first 
player to earn £10,000 a week. 

He has spoken about his financial 
difficulties after first being made bank- 
ruptin 2009, soon after being sacked as 
manager of Tranmere Rovers, where 
he was paid £4,000 a week. He said the 
case was a “tax oversight which is being 
dealt with” and it was later overturned. 

He admitted in 2009 that he had not 
appreciated that he could not keep 
spending when he stopped playing. 
“When you're a young footballer you 
think this money’s going to come in for 
ever,” he said. Barnes, who has seven 
children from two marriages, said: “I’m 
not a budgeter. I never had to be.” 


Online safety 
deal with big 
tech firms 


Mark Sellman 
Technology Correspondent 


Ministers appeared to have defused a 
row with tech companies over fears the 
government would break into their 
messaging apps. 

The apps Signal and WhatsApp had 
threatened to leave the UK or refuse to 
implement new laws that they believe 
undermine users’ privacy. 

The Online Safety Bill, which is going 
through parliament, gives Ofcom the 
power to order tech firms to implement 
technology that identifies child-sex 
abuse material on their platforms. 

The firms feared that Ofcom would 
order messages and images to be 
scanned on phones before they are 
encrypted, compromising privacy. 

The NSPCC and child-advocacy 
charities have been lobbying for the 
power to be implemented because 
paedophiles share child-abuse material 
on the messaging apps. 

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay, the 
minister handling the bill in the House 
of Lords, said yesterday that Ofcom 
would not be able to order the imple- 
mentation if "the technology does not 
exist" or was not "technically feasible". 

Experts have said that no technology 
currently exists that can both break 
encryption and protect privacy. 

Matthew Hodgson, who runs the 
UK-based communications platform 
Element, said it was "kicking the can 
down the road". 

He added: "Scanning is fundamen- 
tally incompatible with end-to-end 
encrypted messaging apps. All ‘until it’s 
technically feasible’ means is opening 
the door to scanning in future.” 

The bill passed the Lords and now 
heads back to the Commons for MPs to 
consider the amendments made during 
its passage through the upper chamber. 

A government spokesman said: “Our 
position on this matter has not changed 
and it is wrong to suggest otherwise.” 


Lecturers to 
strike over 
5% pay rise 


Nicola Woolcock Education Editor 


Lecturers will strike at almost all uni- 
versities this month in their long- 
running dispute over pay but have 
called off a marking boycott. 

Their union leaders vowed to mar 
freshers’ week with picket lines. This 
year’s freshers have already been affec- 
ted by the pandemic, did not sit GCSE 
exams and experienced teacher strikes 
in the run up to their A-levels. 

Academics at 136 universities will 
strike for five days at the start of the new 
term. The University and College 
Union (UCU) said its members would 
walk out for five days from September 
25. Strikes will take place at four Scot- 
tish universities on different dates to 
coincide with action by other unions. 

The UCU has withdrawn its marking 
and assessment boycott that started in 
April and left thousands of students 
with unmarked dissertations and with- 
out degree classifications. 

The union said a pay rise imposed 
this year was worth 5 per cent for most 
members. It wants an above-inflation 
pay rise, saying salaries had fallen by 
quarter in real terms since 2009: “We 
are left with no option but to strike.” 
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Flights chaos due to 
Tin 15 million error 


Ben Clatworthy 
Transport Correspondent 


The UK’ air traffic control system was 
brought down by a “one in 15 million” 
error, its boss claimed yesterday. 
Martin Rolfe, chief executive of Nats, 
which manages UK airspace, said one 
flight plan “presented information our 
systems had never seen before”, trigger- 
ing the system and a back-up computer 
to enter “failsafe” mode within seconds. 
He reiterated his apology to more 
than 200,000 passengers stranded by 
the failure on the August Bank Holiday 
Monday, one of the busiest travel days 
ofthe year. Airlines told The Times that 
the final affected passengers had come 
home in only the last couple of days. 
The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), 
the regulator, has published Natss 
interim report on the collapse, which 
meant every plane passing through UK 
airspace had to be processed manually. 
More than 570 flights were delayed, by 
an average of one hour 50 minutes. 
Michael O'Leary, the Ryanair chief 
executive, accused Nats of “whitewash” 
and said the report drastically underes- 
timated the number of flights delayed. 
He said more than 1,000 Ryanair flights 
alone were affected by the fiasco on the 
Monday, with 350 flights cancelled, 
landing the airline with up to £17 mil- 
lion in hotel and disruption costs. 
The problems began when a flight 
plan sent to the Nats headquarters in 
Swanwick, Hampshire, had duplicate 


waypoints — five-letter words used to 
navigate aircraft — making the system 
believe the plane would leave UK air- 
space prior to entering it. The system 
rejected the plan and went into failsafe 
mode. It passed the plan to the back-up 
system, which responded in the same 
way, shutting down almost instantly. 

“We've had 15 million flight plans ... 
and we can be absolutely certain that 
we've never seen this set of circumstan- 
ces before,” Rolfe said. “It was a one in 15 
million chance.” 

The interim report has been passed 
to the CAA and Mark Harper, the 
transport secretary. The CAA said yes- 
terday that it would carry out a full 
independent review, reporting by the 
end of the year. Nats welcomed the 
review, but said its report confirmed the 
failure did not present any danger and 
it had found a fix to avoid a repeat. 

O'Leary called on Harper to fire 
Rolfe and force Nats to repay airlines’ 
losses for hotels and repatriation. “That 
is the most effective way of making sure 
it never happens again,” he said, adding 
that he was considering legal action. 

Rob Bishton, interim joint CAA chief 
executive, said the agency would con- 
sider further action if Nats were found 
to have breached any of its obligations. 

The Times understands the offend- 
ing flight plan was filed by a low-cost 
French airline on a transatlantic route, 
but Rolfe was keen to stress the airline 
and Eurocontrol, the European air- 
space manager, were not to blame. 
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ambition to direct in October's Harper's Bazaar, right, out today 


Sheer talent Saoirse Ronan, 29, the Irish actress, talks about her 
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Scientists see 
attraction of 
other galaxies 


Kaya Burgess Science Reporter 


Galaxies that developed within the first 
few billion years after the big bang were 
capable of generating vast magnetic 
fields similar to the Milky Way’s, astro- 
nomers have found. 

They have mapped the magnetic 
field of a galaxy whose light has taken 
ll billion years to reach the Earth, the 
oldest such field detected. These signals 
started their journey when the universe 
was just 2.5 billion years old, about 20 
per cent of its current age. 

The Earth’s magnetic field reaches 
about 40,000 miles into space on the 
sun-facing side of the planet and has a 
tail on the opposite side that extends for 
up to four million miles. 

Galaxies can also generate magnetic 
fields, which are weaker than the 
Earth’s but can extend over tens of 
thousands of light years. 

Using the Alma telescope in the 
Atacama Desert in northern Chile, 
astronomers focused on a galaxy called 
9io9 and were able to detect the light 
emitted by dust grains that aligned with 
the galaxy's magnetic field, producing a 
ring-like image that also showed the 
magnetic field’s alignment. 

James Geach, a professor of astro- 
physics at the University of Hertford- 
shire, and lead author of the study pub- 
lished in the journal Nature, said the 
discovery shows that the magnetic 
fields can form quickly while young gal- 
axies are still growing to their full size. 
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English chess wins with Russian grandmaster’s move 


Lucy Bannerman 


invasion of Ukraine. In February last 
year Vitiugov tweeted: “Impossible to 


English chess has anew No l: a grand- believe. In 2022, in Europe, people are 
master from Russia who opposes Presi- dyingin war, the fates of tens of millions 


St Petersburg, 


becomes Englands sian grandmasters who are 
highest-ranked player, with a rating of now playing for other 
2719, 43 points ahead of the grandmas- countries include Sanan 
ter David Howell, making him eligible — Sjugirov, who 


fo 


and Alexandra Kosteniuk, a 


rmer womens world 
champion who is now 
playing for Switzer- 


dent Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Nikita Vitiugov, 36, is the latest in a 
growing list of anti-war elite Russian 
chess players who have switched alle- 
giance. As the world No 25, and the 
Russian champion in 2021, he repre- 
sentsthe greatest loss for Russian chess 
since the invasion. 

English chess officials are only too 
delighted to have a grandmaster of Viti- 
ugov’s talents representing the country 
at the elite level and coaching new tal- 
ent at a time when chess is enjoying a 
surge of popularity. 

“Welcome on board,” the English 
Chess Federation tweeted after Vitiu- 
gov' transfer was confirmed by the 
international chess federation Fide. 

Vitiugov’s tournament victories in- 
clude the Gibraltar Masters (2013), 
Grenke Open (2017), and Prague Mas- 
ters (2019). He has also published two 
books on the French defence. 

Many younger Russian grand- 
masters have spoken out against the 


of people are being broken. Horror ... 
Russians and Ukrainians are brothers, 
not enemies. Stop the war.” 

He has also said in interviews that he 
understands why a Ukrainian player 
would not want to play him while the 
conflict continued, stating: “All their 
anger and all their emotions towards 
Russia and Russians are understand- 
able for me^ 

Vitiugov decided to remain on the 
Costa Blanca, southeast Spain, with his 
wife and newborn son after the war 
broke out and has not returned to 
Russia. He has moved to East Anglia 
andis in the process of moving his wife 
and child. 

He told a Spanish newspaper last 
yearthat returningto Russia was not an 
option at present. “I could never have 
imagined that. You realise that the 
country of your birth has started a war. 
It's unbearable. And I believe a lot of 
Russians feel the same,” he said. 

Vitiugov, who is originally from 


J a 
TM 


diary @thetimes.co.uk | @timesdiary 


Beefy dreams 
of newsman 


Forty years after his first 
newspaper byline, the broadcaster 
Colin Brazier is exploring new 
fields. Acres of them. The former 
Sky News correspondent will start 
next month as a student at the 
Royal Agricultural University on a 
two-year course. “I used to be 
entirely a city boy but we moved 
to the Hampshire/Wiltshire 
border 15 years ago and I 
gradually heard the siren call,” he 
says. Or should that be the 
Cirencester call? Brazier, below, 
already has a 20-acre “hobby 
farm” but wants to keep beef 
cattle. “It’s quite a sexy job, isn’t 
it?” he says, waggling his wellies, 
but insists he’s not in it for the 
filth. “More the tilth,” he adds, 
using a word that means the 
condition of soil. Sounds like the 
swot has started studying already. 
English Heritage’s blue plaque 
scheme, marking where famous 
people used to live, could be 
extended outside London, according 
to a report yesterday. There are 
almost 1,000 plaques in the capital 
but my favourite was one installed 
without permission, and since 
removed, in Golden Square in 2012 
by two artists. It read: “Jacob von 
Hogflume, 1864-1909. Inventor of 
time travel. Lived here in 2189.” 
THE KEEGAN SAGA 

What Gillian Keegan calls her 
“choice language”, after the 
education secretary was recorded 
boasting that she does a "f***ing 
good job", led to Dame Diana 


home affairs committee, x 
suggesting inthe Commons ~“ la 
that she could raise a few bob sè 
for the department by ^ 
installing a swear box. 
Keegan is fond of 
four-letter words. 
When she was care 


minister two years 
m 


Johnson, chairwoman of the fit. nip-and-smooth they look like 


ago, she was not pleased that her 
face featured on the cover of The 
House magazine above the words 
"older persons special" and was 
heard asking her adviser if it 
would be “f***ing Saga next”. 
FAYED'S COLD COMFORT 
David Hamilton has happy 
memories of working for the late 
Mohamed Al Fayed as a match-day 
announcer at Fulham football club. 
The disc jockey was once 
mistakenly sacked by a corporate 
suit. When Fayed heard, he called 
him in and gave him his job back as 
well as an envelope full of money 
(not the first time he'd done that to 
a Hamilton) and a box of Viagra to 
pep him up. While Hamilton loved 
the club, he found the cold winter 
months hard and tried several 
times to quit. “Every time he'd call 
me up and ask how old I was,” says 
Hamilton, 84. “When I told him, he 
said, “You're younger than me. If I 
can still do it, you can.” 
The Rolling Stones have unveiled 
their first album of original material 
since 2005. Sir Mick Jagger, now 80, 
can still shake his hips but his face 
looks increasingly crumpled, like an 
underfed WH Auden. George Melly 
once asked him why he had so many 
wrinkles. "They're laughter lines,” 
Jagger told the jazzman. “Nothing's 
that funny,” Melly sniffed. 
NON-PLASTIC PARTS 
Another person happy to look her 
age is the actress Sally Phillips, 
who finds that at 53 she is always 
being offered plastic surgery. 
“Every time you sit down ina 
make-up chair they quietly suggest 
things,” she says. Phillips has 
resisted but finds that so many of 
her contemporaries have had a 


different generations when 
together on stage. “I don't care,” 
she says, seeing future benefits. 
“If nobody’s going to 
look old, there are 
going to be parts for 
people who look old.” 


PATRICK KIDD 


for the 2024 Olympiad in Budapest. 

“He is a welcome addition to the 
team and his knowledge and experi- 
ence is something we look forward to 
him sharing with our up-and-coming 
players,” Malcolm Pein, from the Eng- 
lish Chess Federation, told Chess.com. 

Vitiugov learnt chess at the age of 
five from his grandfather. He was 
awarded the title of international 
master at 18, and became a grandmaster 
by 19. 

According to Chess.com, other Rus- 


switched to Hun- 


gary; Anton Dem- 
chenko and Vlad- 
imir Fedoseev, 
who switched to 
Slovenia, Alexey 
Sarana and Alex- 
andr Predke, who 
switched to Serbia, 


Nikita Vitiugov is 
ranked 25th in the 
Fide standings 


land. 

Sergey Karjakin, 
the Crimean-born 
former world 
chess champion- 
ship challenger 
who was banned 
for six months for 

his vocal support of 
the war, said in an 
interview that the loss 


GREECE 


FLIGHTS 


* 7 NIGHTS HOTEL 


SE 


FROM 


“wa 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 
A BRITISH ORIGINAL 


£339" 


SALE ENDS 3 OCTOBER 


GREECE] 


2GM 


Thursday September 7 2023 | THE TIMES 


of the city’s first Look Up festival this weekend. More than 100 artists have created works large and small for the event 
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Depression stress 


‘can lead 


directly’ 


to type 2 diabetes 


Eleanor Hayward 
Health Correspondent 


Depression can directly cause type 2 
diabetes as it increases inflammation in 
vital organs, new research suggests. 

Previous research has demonstrated 
that people with diabetes are about 
twice as likely to have depression. But 
until now it has been unclear whether 
depression causes type 2 diabetes, or 
vice versa, or whether other factors are 
at play. 

The new study analysed health and 
genetic information from more than 
500,000 British adults, using a statisti- 
cal technique called Mendelian ran- 
domisation to determine causal effects. 

This identified a clear cause-and- 
effect relationship between getting 
depression and going on to develop 
type 2 diabetes, but not the other way 
round. 

Experts said the NHS should now 
start screening people with a history of 
depression for their type 2 diabetes risk, 
and provide support, including weight- 
loss plans, to help them avoid develop- 
ing the condition. 

The new study, led by the University 
of Surrey, found that the link between 
the two conditions was partly ex- 
plained by people with depression 
being more likely to eat unhealthy food 
and becoming obese — but this only 
accounted for about one third of the 
effect. 

The high levels of stress hormones 
such as cortisol, released in people with 
depression, also play a key role as they 
contribute to “systemic inflammation” 
in organs that control how the body 
manages blood sugar levels. 

Inflammation increases insulin re- 
sistance — when the body becomes less 
sensitive to the hormone insulin — 


Concussion in 
youth tied to 
later dementia 


causing blood sugar levels to rise. The 
researchers found that genes are also 
influential, identifying seven genetic 
variants that contribute to both type 2 
diabetes and depression. 

These genes play a role in insulin 
secretion or inflammation in the brain, 
pancreas or fat tissue, underpinning the 
biological processes and explaining 
how depression increases the risk of 
type 2 diabetes. 

The study also detailed several 
indirect links, noting: “Poor health 
habits among individuals with depres- 
sion, including smoking, physical inac- 
tivity and increased caloric intake ... 
are known to facilitate the develop- 
ment of type 2 diabetes. Antidepress- 
ants frequently induce weight gain 
leading to type 2 diabetes.” 

Five million Britons have diabetes, 
which occurs when blood sugar be- 
comes chronically high as the body stops 
producing or responding to the hor- 
mone insulin. Diabetes causes compli- 
cations including heart disease, strokes, 
eye problems and kidney failure. 

Some 90 per cent of cases are the 
type 2 variant, which is mainly caused 
by obesity, while type l is an unprevent- 
able autoimmune condition usually 
diagnosed in childhood. 

Elizabeth Robertson, director of re- 
search at Diabetes UK, said: “This 
hugely important study gives us new 
insights into the links between genet- 
ics, type 2 diabetes and depression, in- 
dicating that depression can contribute 
to the development of type 2 diabetes.” 

About half ofall cases of type 2 diabe- 
tes could be prevented or delayed 
through an improved lifestyle, includ- 
ing losing weight and eating healthy 
meals. New research also shows that 
type 2 diabetes can be reversed if people 
go on a drastic weight-loss diet. 


Heart fear over 
ultra-processed 
food additives 


Kaya Burgess Science Reporter 


Those who suffer a concussion early in 
life score lower on cognitive and 
memory tests at the age of 70, according 
to a study that compared twins. 

Even people who fully recover from 
traumatic blows to the head during 
their youth could “still be at increased 
risks of cognitive problems and demen- 
tia later in life”, according to research- 
ers from Duke University in the US. 

The scientists analysed 1,195 pairs of 
twins selected from a group of Second 
World War veterans born between 1917 
and 1927. In each of these pairs one of 
the twins had suffered some form of 
traumatic head injury in their youth, 
while the other had not. 

The study, published in the journal 
Neurology, also found that those who 
had suffered more than one blow to the 
head saw a faster decline in their scores, 
while those who were knocked uncon- 
scious and those who suffered the blow 
after the age of 24 scored even lower. 

“These findings indicate that even 
people with traumatic brain injuries in 
earlier life who appear to have fully re- 
covered from them may still be at in- 
creased risk of cognitive problems and 
dementia later in life,” said the univers- 
ity’s Dr Marianne Chanti-Ketterl. 


Eleanor Hayward 


Food additives used in thousands of 
ultra-processed products increase the 
risk of heart disease and stroke, accord- 
ing to research. 

Scientists examined the health im- 
pact of emulsifiers, a group of “E-num- 
ber" additives that are added to indus- 
trially produced items including bread, 
chocolate, ice cream and margarine. 
Emulsifiers are used by manufacturers 
to mix together ingredients that do not 
combine naturally to prolong shelf-life 
and provide a smooth and even texture. 

The study, published in the British 
Medical Journal, monitored the diets of 
95,000 French adults over seven years, 
examining their average daily intake of 
eight groups of emulsifiers. Those who 
consumed many emulsifiers were more 
likely to suffer heart disease and stroke, 
even after adjusting for factors like 
weight and overall diet. When divided 
into four groups based on emulsifier in- 
take, each groups risk of heart disease 
progressively rose by about 5 per cent. 

The researchers suggested this was 
because additives could damagethe gut 
by disrupting the community of 
bacteria known as the microbiome, 
leading to inflammation that increases 
the risk of other conditions. 
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Couple who swindled TV chef fined £1 


Laurence Sleator 


A couple who stole £150,000 from 
Stephen Terry, a chef who was Gordon 
Ramsay’s best man, will have to pay 
back only £1 each. 

Nicola Nightingale, 48, was em- 
ployed as an administrator at The 
Hardwick restaurant in Abergavenny, 
Monmouthshire, which is run and 
owned by Terry, who appeared on the 
BBC TV series Great British Menu. 

While looking after the restaurant's 
accounts between February 2018 and 
2020, the mother of five stole £150,000, 
transferring £46,000 into the account 
of her husband, Simon, 51. 

In May the pair were given a two- 


year suspended prison sentence and 
ordered to do 100 hours of community 
service by Cardiff crown court. Terry 
said then that his restaurant only just 
survived the theft and called the sen- 
tence a travesty. 

This week a proceeds of crime hear- 
ing at the court was told that an exami- 
nation of the convicted couple’s finan- 
ces had found there were no releasable 
assets. 

Judge Shomon Khan gave nominal 
£1 confiscation orders to the couple, 
adding: “There has been a thorough in- 
vestigation and that’s where we are in 
terms of the recoverable amount, and 
this is as far as the courts can take it.” 

Nightingale, of Deal in Kent, had 


Stephen Terry was 
defrauded by his 
accountant 


admitted fraud by abuse of position. 
Her husband was found guilty after a 
trial of acquiring criminal property. 
At the sentencing hearing in May, the 
court was told that Nightingale inflated 
her pay, created fake invoices and took 
out loans in the company’s name. 
Tom Roberts, for the prosecution, 
said: “She gave the impression that the 
business was running smoothly but she 


had in fact run it into significant debt.” 
Terry finally noticed and reported what 
had happened to the police when the 
restaurant had to shut during the pan- 
demic and he examined the finances. 
Part of the money from more than 55 
payments was paid into her husband's 
account and used to pay for holidays. 

Speaking after the sentencing, Terry, 
55, who opened the successful restau- 
rant in 2005 after being trained by 
Marco Pierre White, said: ^I am dis- 
appointed there was no custodial sen- 
tence for what they have put myself 
through. For someone to come and do 
that I think she practically got away 
with it. 

"They had holidays we could have 


only dreamt of and all of a sudden you 
find out you're paying for it. For them to 
result in getting a suspended sentence 
isatravesty. What kind of message does 
that send out? Its an absolute joke. 

“This should be a lesson for all people 
notto trust: do your research, get refer- 
ences and be aware of how your busi- 
ness is being run. We trusted her and, 
unfortunately, she didn't fulfil her job 
title. 

“Get involved in your business 
because I am sure it's going on as we 
speak and it's an absolute killer. We 
have managed to survive by the skin of 
our teeth but we're still repaying debt. 
We're good at what we do and have 
managed to work through that.” 


[mcum 
Cheese ad ban on 
Tube causes a stink 


n advert 
featuring 
artisan 
cheeses has 
been banned 
by Londons transport 
network because the 
food is deemed too 
unhealthy (Hannah 
Prevett writes). 
Transport for London 
(TfL) blocked the ads in 
August, saying they did 
not comply with its 
advertising policy, which 
it said “uses the Food 
Standards Agency's 
model to define foods 
that are high in fat, 
sugar and salt”. 
The posters promoting 
Cheese Geek, which is 
backed by Dragons' Den 


entrepreneur Steven 
Bartlett, were to be 
displayed on the 
Underground and on the 
side of London buses as 
part of a campaign by 
Workspace, a co- 
working space provider. 
Edward Hancock, who 
launched Cheese Geek 
in 2017, described the 
decision as “crazy” and 
said he was “frustrated” 
that “adverts featuring 
fizzy drinks, alcohol and 
ultra-processed foods” 
were allowed, while one 
for “artisan cheese” fell 
foul of the rules. “It’s 
because the government 
tried to simplify advice 
for people. But the 
problem is when you 
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An advert for Cheese Geek, founded by Edward Hancock, 
fell foul of rules. TfL has banned junk food ads since 2019 


oversimplify it to such 
an extent ... you get this 
issue with products that 
are actually proven to be 
very good for you,” said 
Hancock. 

It is not the first time 
TfL has banned 
promotion of what it 
deems unhealthy foods. 
In July, it emerged that a 
poster for a play had to 
be redesigned after the 
original, which featured 
a wedding cake, was 
censored by TfL officials. 

Junk food advertising 
has been banned on the 
TfL network since 
February 2019 as part of 
measures to help tackle 
child obesity. Adverts 
that directly feature 
food and drink 
considered to be high in 
fat, sugar and salt were 
no longer allowed. 

Despite artisan cheese 


being high in fat, 
Hancock said that it 
“has been shown in 
numerous recent studies 
to be beneficial for 
health”. 

He pointed to a recent 
podcast featuring Tim 
Spector, professor of 
genetic epidemiology, 
and Sarah Berry, 
associate professor at 
King’s College London, 
where they discussed the 
health benefits of cheese 
on the gut microbiome. 

In it Spector advised 
listeners to opt for 
“small portions, little 
and often” and to “get 
diversity of cheeses, for 
diversity of microbes”. 

Workspace said: 
“We'll still run this ad 
online and across social 
media, but it's a shame 
we're not able to do so 
on buses or the Tube.” 


Payout for clerk fired in council plot 


Jonathan Ames Legal Editor 


Parish councillors who plotted against 
an employee whose maternity leave 
was “a nuisance” must pay £27,000 in 
damages after sacking her on Christ- 
mas Eve. 

After Colette McCabe gave birth in 
2019, councillors at The Gorge parishin 
Ironbridge, Shropshire, were said to 
have “felt let down” as she went on 
maternity leave from her role as an 
administrative clerk. An employment 
tribunal heard that the councillors 
exchanged “derogatory and sarcastic” 
emails about McCabe, with some ac- 
cusing her of “game-playing”. Council- 
lors also referred to the fact that the 
employee already had two children. 

While on a later stint of parental 


leave, McCabe was told to attend a 
probationary review meeting — and 
she was ultimately dismissed for “poor 
performance”. 

The tribunal heard the council had 
previously been happy with McCabe's 
work but the councillors went on to 
formulate an “obvious” plan to getrid of 
her because of her pregnancy. 

McCabe successfully appealed 
against the dismissal and she told the 
tribunal that she would have consid- 
ered the matter closed — until she saw 
the insulting emails. 

She told the tribunal that those 
messages confirmed her “worst fears” 
that there had been an “orchestrated” 
plot against her. 

The tribunal has backed McCabe's 
claims of direct sex discrimination, 


harassment related to her gender and 
being subjected to detrimental treat- 
ment for taking parental leave. Includ- 
ed in the compensation order was 
£23,000 for injury to feelings. 

The hearing in Birmingham was told 
that McCabe joined the team at the 
parish council in 2018 and that she took 
maternity leave the next year and un- 
paid parental leave from October to 
January 2020. 

The tribunal noted that in evidence 
some councillors had “expressed 
disappointment” that McCabe had not 
informed them sooner about her 
impending maternity leave. McCabe 
said one councillor told her the 
announcement had “come as a shock” 
and referred to the fact she “already had 
two young children”. 


UK ‘denying the obvious’ on 
Skripal double-agent claims 


Duncan Gardham, Poppy Koronka 


Ministers have been accused of presid- 
ing over an “Alice in Wonderland” 
scenario as the government refused to 
confirm whether the Russian spy Sergei 
Skripal was a British double agent. 

Skripal, who was poisoned using the 
nerve agent novichok in Salisbury in 
2018, was the subject of a “spy swap” 
with the Russians in 2010 and has given 
interviews in which he talked of work- 
ing as a British agent. 

MI6 has said that it will “neither con- 
firm nor deny” that Skripal was work- 
ing for it in the inquiry into the poison- 
ings that led to the death of Dawn Stur- 


gess, 44, a mother of three. The 
government applied for 13 different cat- 
egories of restricted material to be con- 
sidered during secret hearings of the 
public inquiry into the poisonings. 
Michael Mansfield KC, speaking for 
the family of Sturgess, said the 
application of a ^NCND" — or non-cir- 
cumvention non-disclosure agreement 
— to Skripal was “almost Alice in Won- 
derland, the government standing there 
and denying that which is obvious". 
Skripal, his daughter, Yulia, and a 
police officer were poisoned by Russian 
agents in March 2018. Sturgess died in 
July that year after being exposed to 
novichok in a discarded perfume bottle. 
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Stranded as 
killer storms 
batter Greece 


Anthee Carassava Athens 


Hundreds of tourists were stranded on 
the Greek holiday island of Skiathos 
after it was hit by unprecedented tor- 
rential rain and flash floods. 

Three people were killed after being 
carried away by flood waters and three 
others were reported missing during 
the downpours, which have been de- 
scribed as the most extreme in terms of 
rainfall ever recorded. 

In all, at least ten people have died in 
fierce rainstorms that have pounded 
Greece, Turkey and Bulgaria since 
Tuesday, triggering floods that have 
forced thousands to flee. 

The authorities declared a state of 
emergency for Skiathos and for two 
other adjacent islands in the Aegean. 

An 87-year-old woman whose body 
was found under stacks of wood in the 


region of Pelion, in central Greece, was 
the country’s second confirmed fatality 
after a man drowned. 

At least 2,000 emergency calls were 
received by the Greek fire services on 
Tuesday night as Storm Daniel flooded 
major towns and cities in the country’s 
mainland. 

In Skiathos, at least 800mm of rain- 
fall turned the island’s streets into mini- 
ature canals. At least 300 British tour- 
ists who had been evacuated from 
hotels were temporarily stranded on 
the island, but slowly started returning 
home yesterday after flights resumed. 

The authorities said they were 
scrambling to evacuate scores more 
tourists at Pelion, a favourite holiday 
destination of Boris Johnson, the 
former prime minister. At least three 
people were reported missing. 

Greek police banned travel to Skia- 


A water fountain rises into the sky in Limnionas on the island of Kos. Areas such 
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as Volos on the Greek mainland, top left, have sustained significant damage 


thos, as wellas Pelion and nearby Volos. 
Some tourists went on social media to 
claim that food was running low and 
power supplies had been cut. 

"The weather conditions are ex- 
treme and there are many delays," Sav- 
vas Karagiannis, spokesman for Fra- 
port, the German company that mana- 
ges Greece's regional airports, told AFP. 

Storm Daniel's effects were also felt 
across the region. In Bulgaria, pictures 
from the Tsarevo area showed fast- 
moving flood waters deep enough to 


submerge cars. Authorities there said 
two men and a woman had died. 

Water was also seen cascading 
through the streets in Istanbul, Turkey. 
Two people died in the city, amid flash 
flooding in streets and a metro station 
at Kayasehir. 

Three more people died and three 
were missing in Kirklareli province, not 
far from Turkey’s border with Bulgaria. 
Several homes were also washed away 
by the floods in the town of Igneada on 
the Black Sea coast. 
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Mystery over 
golden orb 
found on 
ocean floor 


Kaya Burgess Science Reporter 


Marine biologists have been gripped by 
a mystery after a glistening object re- 
sembling a large golden egg with a hole 
in it was found on the ocean floor. 

The object may have been laid by an 
animal unknown to science, according 
to scientists who analysed information 
shared by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration in Amer- 
ica. 

The administration was using a re- 
mote-controlled submarine explorer 
on the sea floor off the Pacific coast of 
Alaska. Viewers of livestreamed images 
from the vehicle’s cameras could see an 
object with a large hole glistening on 
the sea bed at a depth of about two 
miles. It was described by the adminis- 
tration as a golden orb. 

A robotic arm from the vehicle 
brought it to the surface. Scientists 
found that it has the texture of skin-like 
tissue, suggesting it is likely to be an 
eggshell. Marine biologists are baffled 
because the colour, shape and the fact 
that it was found on its own suggests it 
is not an egg laid by a creature such as 
a shark. They believe that the hole was 
created by a creature hatching or by a 
predator breaking in. One researcher 
said: “I hope when we poke it, some- 
thing doesn't decide to come out. It’s 
like the beginning of a horror movie.” 

Kerry Howell, professor of deep-sea 
ecology at the University of Plymouth, 
said: “When you see this it sparks your 
excitement [and you ask], ‘What has 
this come from?” 

DNA tests will be carried out to try to 
identify the object's species. 
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Fossil swamp beast is 
clue to modern birds 


ossil hunters 
have hailed the 
discovery of an 
intriguing long- 
legged bird that 
evolved from and lived 
alongside the dinosaurs 
(Kaya Burgess writes). 

The creature, which 
may have been a high- 
speed runner or a wader 
that lived in a swamp 
and has been given a 
Latin name that means 
“bizarre Fujian hunter” 
after the Chinese 
province in which it was 
discovered, could help 
scientists to understand 
the different 
evolutionary paths 
followed by the first 
avialans, the ancestors 
of modern birds. 

The first birds evolved 
in the late Jurassic 
period about 160 million 
to 170 million years ago 
from theropods, a family 
of dinosaurs that walked 


on two legs, from which 
velociraptors and 
Tyrannosaurus rex also 
emerged. 

Scientists have been 
hunting for fossils of 
Jurassic avialans to 
“decipher the 
evolutionary origin” of 
the body shape shared 
by most modern birds. 

They have struggled to 
piece together their 
evolutionary history 
because of what 
palaeontologists 
describe as a 
“30 million-year gap” in 
the fossil record. 

The study, published 
in the journal Nature, 
noted: “Our 
understanding of the 
earliest evolutionary 
history of the avialae, 
the most inclusive clade 
that contains all modern 
birds ... has been 
hampered by the limited 
diversity of fossils from 
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The Fujianvenator 
prodigiosus had long 
legs and lived in 
swamps in China. Its 
name means “bizarre 
Fujian hunter” 


the Jurassic period, 
when avialans diverged 
from the main line of 
theropods.” 

The new find, a fossil 
between 148 million and 
150 million years old, 
has helped to narrow 
this gap because it is 
about ten million years 
more recent than the 
main body of bird fossils 
discovered from the 
Jurassic period. 

The pheasant-sized 
creature has amazed 
scientists who have 
found that its body 
appears to be a “mosaic 
of different shapes, with 
characteristics shared 
with birds and families 
of dinosaurs called 
troodontids, which were 
bird-like therapods, and 
dromaeosaurids, the 
most recognisable of 
which are velociraptors. 

It has been given the 


» 


name Fujianvenator 
prodigiosus. It had 
"particularly elongated" 
legs with “hyper 
elongated” tibia, called 
shin bones in humans, 
that were twice as long 
as its thigh bones. 

Most birds eventually 
evolved to have short 
legs, but the newly 
discovered species does 
not have “typical bird 
limb proportion”, the 
researchers said. 

“Fujianvenator is an 
odd species that 
diverged from this main 
trajectory and evolved 
bizarre hind-limb 
architecture,” said Min 
Wang from the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences. 

Analysis suggests it 
was a “poor flyer” and 
“that Fujianvenator lived 
in a swamp-like 
environment and was a 
high-speed runner or a 
long-legged wader”. 

The study found the 
Fujianvenator was 
“distinct from all other 
avialan and non-avialan 
theropods [from the 
period]”. 


Electric vehicles lose their spark 


found that 75 per cent of buyers were 
considering an EV as their next car. 

lan Plummer, the commercial direct- 
or of Auto Trader, said: “There is still 
much more work to be done to achieve 
a mass transition to electric vehicles 
before the 2030 ban on new petrol and 
diesel models and ensure no driver is 
left behind.” 

He called for the VAT on public 
charging to be slashed from 20 per 
cent to the 5 per cent paid by those 
who use domestic electricity to 
charge their cars. 

The drop in public sentiment 
has been compounded by the 
shrinking number of new EVs on 
sale for less than £30,000, with 
just nine models available, com- 
pared with Il at the end of last year. 

Ministers have been accused of 
“misleading” the public over the pop- 
ularity of electric vehicles. 

Just 24 per cent of EV sales in the first 


Ben Clatworthy 
Transport Correspondent 


The popularity of electric cars contin- 
ues to wane, with drivers increasingly 
believing that the cost and limitations 
outweigh the benefits. 

Just 47 per cent of motorists think an 
electric vehicle (EV) fits in with their 
lifestyle, research by Auto Trader, the 
car marketplace, suggests. 

Drivers are concerned about making 
the switch to electric given the lack of 
charging infrastructure, the price of the 
cars and “range anxiety” — the fear of 
being unable to reach a destination on 
a single charge. 

Auto Trader surveyed 4,000 motor- 
ists and found that 56 per cent of drivers 
considered EVs too expensive and 
47 per cent were worried about the lack 
of charging points. 

The findings lay bare a shift in con- 
sumer attitudes. In 2019, Auto Trader 
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half of this year were to private buyers, 
with businesses buying the rest, indus- 
try data reveals. The figures for January 
to June show that of 152,968 EVs sold, 
just 37,055 went to private buyers, with 
the rest being sold to companies such as 


taxi operators or delivery outfits. 
The sale of new petrol and diesel cars 
will be banned in 2030 while new hy- 


brid cars, which use a combination of 
electric and conventional fuels, will be 
banned in 2035. 
The UK's biggest EV charging 
site, with capability to charge 180 
cars, opens today at the NEC in 
Solihull. 
Akira Kirton, the vice-presi- 
dent of BP Pulse UK, questioned 
reports the move to EVs was 
slowing. He said: “The transition 
to electric vehicles is evolving at 
pace which is why BP Pulse is focused 
on accelerating the development of the 


UK's EV infrastructure.” 
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To ‘engage’ with Beijing misses the point 


While western economies cater chiefly to consumers, China remains laser-focused on producing vital industrial tech 


Juliet 
Samuel 


@CITYSAMUEL 


f you've never wondered how the 
microchips inside your phone are 
made, you should — mainly 
because the process is utterly 
incredible. Making advanced 
semiconductors requires a 
lithography machine that uses light 
of such minuscule wavelength it can 
be produced only by placing a tiny 
ball of tin in a vacuum and then 
smashing laser pulses into it 50,000 
times a second to make it 50 times 
hotter than the surface of the sun. 

The laser alone has more than 
450,000 parts. Then there are the 
fans to cool it, suspended mid-air by 
magnets, the lenses, the gases, the 
tiny ultra-pure diamond windows 
that let the laser out of the chamber, 
and so on. Every part has its own 
specialist supplier and supply chain, 
spanning Europe, the United States 
and Asia. The process, described in 
the book Chip War by Chris Miller, 
took 30 years and tens of billions of 
dollars to develop — all so you can 
watch more cat videos and porn. 

As of last year, the US government 
has forced all of its allies to put in 
place sanctions prohibiting the sale 
of the most advanced lithography 
systems to China. Yet this week it has 
emerged that Huawei’s latest phone 
contains chips that would normally 
be made using this very process. 

Has the Chinese chipmaker in 
question, SMIC, got hold of the 
technology? Did it fall off the back 
of a lorry? With each machine 
costing $200 million and requiring 
years of specialist training to use, it is 


hard to believe. Have they reverse- 
engineered 30 years of innovation in 
record time? Even for China, that 
would be wild. More likely, says 
Miller, they are using a less cutting 
edge set of tools and a more complex 
process to get close to the US 
technological frontier. 

But from a strategic point of view, 
one can spend too long worrying over 
the details. At the rate the chip 
industry moves, today’s cutting-edge 
machines will be old hat in a few 
years. The bigger question is by whom 
and where the next generation will be 
made, and the one after that. And to 
what use they'll be put. In other 
words, which system will out-compete 
the other? Will it be the 
agglomeration of nations reliant on 
the US, known broadly as the free 
world, or China and its satellites? 

James Cleverly was trying to hedge 
Britain's bets last week with a flying 
visit to China. The foreign secretary 
was there "to directly engage", 


Trade is not driven by 
ministers sent abroad 
to mouth platitudes 


according to his department, 
because, uh, "climate change and 
pandemic prevention" require 
"dialogue with China". This talking 
point called to mind the rhetoric of 
King Kowtow himself, George 
Osborne, when he visited Xinjiang in 
2015: "It's actually much better that 
we engage and, after all, one of the 
things we can bring to Xinjiang is 
economic development, rising 
prosperity and higher living 
standards." Two years later, it 
became clear that Beijing had indeed 
developed Xinjiang — by building 
vast concentration camps to house 
15 million of its people. I wonder 
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what sort of “pandemic prevention" 
(so helpfully trialled in 2020) will 
emerge from Cleverly’s efforts. 

We all know the real reason for 
these visits is trade. Just in case 
China wins, in case its economy is 
not snookered, British ministers want 
to get in and buy their ticket in the 
lottery of the global economy. Last 
time around, this was at least explicit. 
When Xi Jinping visited the UK in 
2015, our government touted some 
"£40 billion of deals" supposedly 
signed as a result. 

I had a look back through some of 
them recently. One was a £1 billion 
"memorandum of understanding" 
that would enable something called 
the "Garden of Ideas" to build a sort 
of British-designed theme park in a 
Chinese city. From what I can tell, 
no ground has been broken on any 
such project. Another 
announcement was that Hainan 
Airlines would start running direct 
flights from Manchester to China, 
"estimated to provide a £50 million 
boost to the Manchester economy". 
A search for such direct flights today 
yields “no results”. 

Unsurprisingly, trade is not driven 
by how many ministers you send to 
“engage” by mouthing platitudes at 
more powerful foreign potentates. It 
is about whether you make 
something someone needs at a good 
price. And if China wins the strategic 
competition with the US and the free 
world it will be because, despite all of 
its many problems, it is utterly 
focused on making things that are 
absolutely necessary for economies 
to function and it devotes 
proportionately fewer resources to 
consumer-market fripperies. 

To be sure, there are major 
downsides, not least for the Chinese 
people, to Beijing’s maniacal focus on 
over-production and investment, 
whether it’s in steel, property or car 


Trustpilot 
*ck  * 


We are rated EXCELLENT 


ILithography machines are needed to 
produce advanced semiconductors 


batteries. But when it comes to 
installing 5G capacity for factories, 
automating production or building 
infrastructure that enables logistics 
to be enhanced by artificial 
intelligence (AI), China is firmly 
ahead. To Beijing, the race is not 
about who can build a phone that 
streams virtual reality pet videos 
faster but who can build an economy 
where everything from government 
surveillance to port construction is 
AI-enabled, more accurate and more 
efficient. As the US economic 
strategist David Goldman puts it: 
"China wont beat us in chip tech for 
a long time, if ever. It doesn't have to. 
It just has to produce chips fast 
enough to drive industrial [AI] apps.” 
By contrast, the US and UK 
optimise their economies not for 
industry but for consumers, whether 
its in the way we auction spectrum to 


telecoms companies, regulate power 
prices to be lower for consumers, tax 
different investments or assign rights 
between households and businesses 
in the planning system. With 
startling regularity, the playing field 
is tipped away from manufacturing 
and towards consumption. 

The Biden administrations new 
industrial policy is the first attempt 
to reorient the US economy. It is 
tilting in the right direction in that 


In London, politicians 
keep banging the 
same broken drum 


sense, but it seems to rely almost 
entirely on subsidies rather than 
correcting the other systematic 
disadvantages its firms face in the 
contest with China. Still, at least a 
change in thinking is under way in 
Washington. 

In London, by contrast, our 
politicians bang the same broken old 
drum. They still seem to think there 
is a bright future for Britain in 
flogging off our diminishing stock of 
world-leading technology and luxury 
services to an economy run by 
rapacious, mercantilist industrialists. 
This should sound, to anyone with 
any sense, like a good way to waste 
time and get ripped off. The question 
we need to ask is not how we 
"engage" or pursue "dialogue" with 
powerful players. It is why, in ten 
years' time, anyone will need or care 
about what Britain has to offer. 
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We must restore the glamour of public service 


Rory Stewart's romantic view of his former life is sadly out of fashion — and that is our loss 


James 
Marriott 


A A 


@J_AMESMARRIOTT 


ne of the tragedies of 
Rory Stewarts 
prematurely curtailed 
parliamentary career is 
that few men can ever 
have been so excited to enter the 
House of Commons. In his new book 
Politics on the Edge, Stewart enthuses 
that being an MP is “a privilege” and 
“an extraordinary vocation”. He 
imagines himself as “a classical hero”, 
a “Victorian gentleman” prepared to 
die for his country, a Roman senator 
clambering up the “cursus honorum” 
towards the consulship. He insists 
that he never wanted to be rich or 
famous but that he has dreamt since 
childhood of “public service”. 

Stewart’s romantic conception of 
public service may be the most old- 
fashioned thing about him. It is true 
that Theresa May likes to talk in an 
honourable, rather grim-faced way 
about “duty” yet few modern 
politicians retain the ancient notion 
that public service is not merely 
worthy but positively glamorous. 

In recent decades, public service 
careers have suffered a loss of status. 
Where the Victorians built grand 
hospitals, town halls, law courts and 
schools for their public servants, our 
estimation of the prestige of these 
jobs can be inferred from our 
decaying parliament building, 
structurally endangered schools and 


shabby hospitals. It is no accident 
that the grandest buildings we 
moderns will leave to future 
generations are the glittering central 
London phalluses that house 
investment banks and City law firms. 
Prestige matters because it is an 
important spur to virtue. It is a 
mistake to imagine that all history’s 
great politicians, teachers and men of 
science were motivated by pure 
selflessness. To attract the best, every 
career must make an appeal not only 
to the consciences but also the egos 
of talented young men and women. 
The current crisis in teacher 
recruitment and retention can be 
traced not only to the professions 
declining real-terms pay but also to 


There is no longer 
much status in 
inherited privilege 


its declining social prestige. It was 
once a guarantee of middle-class 
status but the teachers I know in 
London live in cramped flat-shares 
well into their thirties — a way of life 
recognisable to the capital's 
underpaid Uber drivers and baristas. 

Similarly, as public cynicism about 
the motives of politicians erodes the 
prestige of parliament, the worst 
modern MPs are attracted to the 
House of Commons not by the 
promise of moral stature but by the 
chance at a kind of ersatz partisan 
celebrity. Stewart's political enemies 
argue that his fixation on saving the 
world is mere vanity. But if it is 
vanity, it is at least vanity that has 
been usefully directed. 


Meanwhile, the prestige of 
professions like banking and 
commercial law has dramatically 
increased. In a competitive 
meritocracy we have absorbed the 
idea that professional success is 
almost a virtue in itself. The “greed is 
good” ethic of the 1980s allowed 
bankers and hedge-fund managers to 
imagine that their pursuit of career 
advancement would both make them 
richer and contribute (however 
indirectly) to the broader public good. 
To many modern professionals, one’s 
capacity for overwork rather than for 
charity is the best proof of moral 
character. The accountant who rolls 
his eyes at a teacher’s long summer 
holidays is measuring virtue in brute 
office hours, not social usefulness. 

The aristocratic elites of the past 
were guiltily aware they had not 
earned their privilege and felt an 
obligation to atone for it. Many of 
history’s great progressive reformers, 
such as William Gladstone and 
Franklin Roosevelt, were the scions 
of wealthy families. Stewart is among 
the last inheritors of the aristocratic 
principle of noblesse oblige. 

Public service was prestigious to 
the posh because it was a symptom 
of wealth, like a country manor or an 
expensive car. The idea is 
unfashionable nowadays because few 
in our modern elite like to admit that 
they owe their positions to family 
advantage. There is no longer much 
status in inherited privilege. Even the 
relatively wealthy now portray 
themselves as hard-scrabble success 
stories. An extraordinary recent 
survey found that 47 per cent of 
Britons in managerial and professional 
jobs consider themselves working 


class. On social media I regularly 
encounter authors and journalists 
proudly assuring readers that they 
were the first in their family to go to 
Oxbridge or earn a PhD — as if a 
grandfather with a BA from Durham 
University is a symptom of terrible 
social deprivation. Single-minded 
pursuit of ones own professional 
advantage communicates not 
selfishness but the virtuous striving 
ofthe upwardly mobile meritocrat. 
Some unease with the present state 
of affairs is perhaps detectable in the 
growing numbers of young people 
who tell pollsters they dream of 
careers that reflect their "values". But 
a company that reflects its employees’ 
moral principles back to them is not 
identical with a virtuous one. Banks 
and other large corporations have 
become increasingly shameless in 
performing their virtue by 
advertising their agreement with 
fashionable progressive causes. Thus 
an employee of a bank which 
celebrates Pride month or stages 
mental health awareness days can 
allow himself to dimly imagine that 
he is involved in a virtuous enterprise 
in a way that would have seemed 
preposterous to previous generations. 
One of the more sinister aims of 
"woke capitalism" is to blur the moral 
line between the selfless doctor and 
the self-interested investment banker. 
The future of our politics and of 
professions such as teaching requires 
that we rediscover the glamour of 
genuine public service. Stewart's 
instinct is right: a career in a hospital 
or a difficult state school or in 
parliament is not merely worthy but 
positively heroic, in a way a life spent 
at an investment bank can never be. 


Janice Turner Notebook 


Minister for 
men could 
remedy a 
toxic culture 


ven a decade ago, feminists 

might have replied to the 

question, “Why isn't there a 

minister for men?" with a 

snarky: "There's a whole 
cabinet-full.” A minister for women 
was then a vital corrective to ensure 
that female concerns or needs 
received any airing at all. 

But women are now better, if still 
not equally, represented — 
accounting for 34 per cent of MPs — 
while from sport to podcasts, 
feminism is having a moment. 
Indeed, many women’s campaigns 
throw up huge questions about men. 
Why do they commit 90 per cent of 
all violent crime and 98 per cent of 
sex offences? Why is Incel culture so 
seductive to teenage boys? 

The Tory MP Nick Fletcher asked 
several others on the BBC's 
Woman's Hour: Why are the vast 
majority of rough sleepers, suicides 
and prisoners male? Why are boys 
underachieving in school? And how 


can society both help men to remain 
under the same roof as their 
children and provide role models, 
such as more male primary school 
teachers, for fatherless boys? 
Grayson Perry and Caitlin Moran 
are among those to have highlighted 
the fallout from "toxic masculinity”, 
yet government brushes such 
analysis aside. It would be to the 
long-term benefit of the exchequer 
if all these disparate but 
interrelated questions were 
pulled together by a minister 
for men. 


Ancient history 


remember hoping my 
[paren would go to 
bed so that I could 
watch I, Claudius 
without being 
embarrassed at its thrilling 
naughtiness: orgies, incest, 
suicide, murder. 
Rewatching 47 years 
after it was made, it still 
seems saucy. When 
Caligula presents his 
fellow pervert Tiberius 
with lurid Greek porn, 
the camera lingers on a 
drawing of a man with 
a ginormous erect 
penis. Was this the first 
boner on the BBC? 
Sure, the acting is a bit 


hammy. Brian Blessed roars “ 


and makes goggly eyes — but then, 
that’s his only setting — while most 
of the 1970s RSC parades about 
orating as if on still on the stage. Not 
Sian Phillips, though. What 
understated, even jocular menace. 
Then, inevitably, you do a Google 
search, up pop headshots of the 
entire cast and you play a poignant 
game. Telly faces of your 
childhood: dead or 
alive? Stratford Johns, 
Simon MacCorkindale, 
George Baker all gone. 
Derek Jacobi alive! 
But then, he never 
seemed much younger 
than 84. 


Sitting pretty 


n artist asked to 
sketch my portrait 
the other day — 


and I agreed, curious 
about the process. After 
about 15 minutes I was 
dying to move my legs. 
(How did the late Queen 
endure it?) I chatted 
with the artist while she 
worked and she told me 
that when drawing 
women she’s always 
conscious they could 
be upset if she’s too 
candid. It is hard, 
although she tries, to 
put female vanity from 


her mind. The sitting was little more 
than an hour, “so I won't have time 
to draw all your wrinkles”. Fine by 
me. She'd painted her own mother, 
who'd just had an operation and 
couldn't move, “so I drew all of hers 
and she was a bit horrified”. 

What about men? “Oh, I just paint 
them as they look.” Do they care? “I 
did one man recently, and it came 
out quite brutal.” What did he say? 
“He just laughed.” 


Song and dance 


utside my Aldeburgh window 
() a busker struck up, an 

accordionist playing along to a 
tape, amplified by a speaker. How 
pleasant, I thought, as I worked. He 
performed five songs, ending in My 
Way, there was a pause and then he 
started again at the beginning. I 
listened to this song cycle over and 
over. This must be how shop 
workers feel about their store's 
Christmas carol tape, I thought. Or 
like being a Guantanamo detainee 
when American interrogators played 
rap and Christina Aguilera's Dirrty 
on a loop. 

By 2pm, as My Way began again 
for the 20th time, my will was 
broken. I went down and paid the 
busker more than the contents of his 
hat to go away. 


(QVICTORIAPECKHAM 


Sanctions make 
flying in Russia a 
risky business 
Elisabeth Braw 


ith Russian soldiers 

still in Ukraine, 

western sanctions 

may seem toothless. 

Wrong. The sanctions 
against Russian aviation, for example, 
are beginning to show their power. 
Russian airlines are struggling to 
keep their western-made fleets 
operational and there have been 
dozens of near-crashes. Aviation in 
the world’s biggest country, in fact, 
faces near-certain disasters. And 
Russians will conclude that the war is 
beginning to harm them. 

During the first week of this year, 
pilots of six Russian flights on Boeing 
and Airbus aircraft discovered such 
serious problems with their landing 
gear that they aborted the flights. 
Other pilots did the same owing to 
problems ranging from cracked 
windscreens to malfunctioning 
lavatories. A Russian-operated Boeing 
slid off the runway. That was all in 
only a few days. Last year Russia had 
130 aviation incidents, including 28 
crashes, The Moscow Times 
reported. Although some incidents 
involved Russian-made aeroplanes, 
many involved American Boeing and 
European Airbus aircraft. 

That’s not because Boeing and 
Airbus aircraft are deficient but 
because both are under western 
sanctions, which means sales of parts 
to Russia are banned. Russian 
airlines mostly fly Boeings and 
Airbuses, so that matters. In Aeroflots 
fleet of 366 aircraft, only 77 are 
Russian-made. The large S7 airline has 
no Russian-made aircraft in its fleet. 

These and other airlines are 
making do by cannibalising some of 
their planes to fix others. They have 
managed to buy nearly £1 billion 
worth of landing gears, cabin 
pressure valves, cockpit displays, 
lavatory seats and much else besides 
from middlemen in countries such as 
Turkey, China and the UAE. But 
getting spare parts through shady 
channels is risky and complicated. 
What's more, before the war Russian 
airlines largely used western firms 
for repairs. Now Russia is struggling 
to source the expertise elsewhere. It’s 
perhaps no surprise that Aeroflot 
crews have been told not to log 
malfunctions unless specifically 
instructed by the captain. 

In Soviet days, Aeroflot's safety was 
the butt of international jokes. Now 
the more than 100 million Russians 
who fly in an average year should 
have very real worries. Indeed, Russian 
plane crashes (of the unplanned 
kind) look certain. That matters in a 
country where travelling from one 
coast to the other can take a week by 
rail or less than nine hours by air. 
One should never predict a Russian 
uprising but when tens of millions of 
Russians realise they'll have to take 
the train it will change minds over 
President Putin — and the war. 


Elisabeth Braw is a senior fellow at the 
American Enterprise Institute 
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Starmers tilt to Blairism will take him far 


Labour has a great chance to forge real change in areas dodged by the Tories, as long as it avoids meddling with taxes 


Iain 


Martin | & 


@IAINMARTINI 


ne of the ironies of the 

New Labour era is that at 

the moment of their 

greatest triumph, the 

night in May 1997 when 
they won that landslide and crushed 
the Tories, the principal characters 
were dogged by a terror of it all 
going wrong. 

A gloomy Alastair Campbell later 
described being unable to join in the 
celebrations, so great was his 
exhaustion and fear of the difficulties 
to come. Even Tony Blair, outwardly 
composed, was in private worried 
that what the electoral gods had 
given could be taken away by the 
press, the markets or the voters. 

And this was with a Commons 
majority of 179. 

Dipping back into the diaries and 
memoirs of that period, what stands 
out is the paranoia and personal 
feuds of the leading personalities, 
who seem incapable of being relaxed 
with the idea of wielding power. I 
hope that Sir Keir Starmer, or 
someone in his inner circle, has been 
rereading too and compiling a list of 


these historical dos and don'ts to be 
ready if, as seems highly likely, he 
wins power. 

There has been much focus this 
week at Westminster on the extent 
to which Starmer is taking Labour 
back in a Blairite direction, and even 
on what “Blairite” means any more. 
The shadow cabinet reshuffle 
elevated Pat McFadden, who helped 
to run Blair’s No 10, to the key role of 
campaign co-ordinator, running the 
bid to get back there. Liz Kendall has 
returned to the shadow cabinet. 

If Blairism means a respect for the 
market system and public sector 
reform then it is still highly relevant. 
Thank goodness Labour is assuming 
a more moderate position four years 
after trying to make Jeremy Corbyn 


Building will not only 
provide housing, it will 
spur economic growth 


prime minister. But this time if 
Labour gets into government it 
needs to embrace what is coming in 
an entirely different spirit from the 
media management obsession of the 
Blair era. The party should begin by 
cheering up about its prospects and 
what it might achieve. 

With voter expectations so low 
and politics so discredited, Labour 
has a great opportunity, not only to 


win the general election but to make 
meaningful progress on some of the 
biggest challenges facing the country. 
In several of the main public policy 
areas where there are problems, an 
incoming Labour government stands 
an exceptionally good chance of 
getting something done. 

When it comes to housebuilding 
and the property crisis afflicting the 
young, Labour will be able to unleash 
private sector construction on a vast 
scale to get new homes built. They 
can scrap the planning rules. The 
Tories cannot do this, not because 
many of their key figures don't want 
to but because the voters in core 
Tory seats in the south of England 
wont let them. 

Labour will sanction masses of 
building, carpeting much of the 
southeast in concrete, and much ofit 
will be in Tory seats where voters are 
now flirting with the Liberal 
Democrats. Building will not only 
increase the supply of housing, it will 
obviously spur economic growth. 

On the NHS, Labour can get away 
with the reforms required in a way 
the Tories can’t. The NHS behemoth 
is now scheduled to get even bigger, 
with a huge increase coming in staff 
under the NHS England workforce 
plan. The number of workers will go 
from nearly 1.5 million in 2021-22 to 
an incredible 2.3 million or 
2.4 million by 2036-37. According to 
the Institute for Fiscal Studies, by 


that point almost half of public 
sector workers will be employed by 
the NHS. 

The demands of an ageing 
population are so large that the only 
answer if we want sufficient funds 
left for other public services is to try 
to make the NHS more productive. 
That means using the private sector 
to drive efficiency. 

The shadow health secretary, Wes 
Streeting, has started well by 
annoying the health trade unions 


A Thatcherite insight 
was that wealth is 
mobile and can leave 


with talk of raising standards and 
reforming the NHS. He and Starmer 
seem determined to view this from 
the perspective of patient interests 
rather than producers. Let's see if 
they can stick with it. 

On the economy, there is a chance 
Labour will benefit from a bounce as 
investors give a new government the 
benefit of the doubt. 

This is the case for Labour 
optimism. What could go wrong? A 
lot, obviously. Beyond the risks of a 
global downturn, which Labour 
cannot control, Starmer could 
himself squander the great 
opportunity history has presented. 
The biggest risk is if Labour screws 


up Britain's tax base with wealth 
taxes or alienates business. 

There is a warning from Scotland. 
Taxes are already higher north of 
the border than in England. There is 
a £l billion revenue shortfall in 
Scotland, which suggests higher 
taxes are driving away wealth and 
investment. Now the SNP is pushing 
for even higher taxes, with a promise 
that the burden should fall on the 
wealthy. 

The truth is that the burden does 
already fall on the better-off. The top 
1 per cent in Britain pay about 30 per 
cent of the tax, the top 10 per cent 
another 30 per cent or so. The 
bottom 50 per cent pay about 10 per 
cent of all income tax. We have a 
highly progressive tax system already 
that pays for public services. 

Here we get into the realm of what 
Starmer actually believes. Everything 
in his back story, experience and 
record until this Blairite shift points 
to him being significantly left-wing 
in his attitudes to wealth creation 
and accumulation. This week he 
gave guarantees not to increase 
income taxes. There are lots of other 
stealthy ways for him to increase the 
demands on taxpayers, though. 

A key Thatcherite insight adopted 
by New Labour was that wealth is 
mobile and can leave, so must be 
persuaded to stay. Does Starmer 
understand this crucial lesson? We 
are about to find out. 
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Tory achievements 


Sir, Philip Collins chose his facts 
carefully to claim Tory economic 
failure, at least in the period up to 
2015 (“Tories are unloved and it is 
easy to see why", Sep 4). Against his 
view, more than half of the enormous 
inherited government deficit was 
eliminated in that period; growth was 
slower than trend but it was faster 
than in most European countries (the 
European debt crisis both weakened 
demand for UK exports and 
illustrated the need for austerity); 
unemployment turned down sooner 
than in France, which turned left 
after 2012, and remains unusually low; 
banking regulation and bank capital 
were fixed so that the system has 
been resilient to all the subsequent 
shocks. A more telling point would 
have been that this comparative 
economic success and some other 
achievements since 2010 (reduced 
carbon emissions, educational 
progress) were associated with the 
coalition period rather than the 
period since 2015 when the 
obliteration of the Lib Dems and then 
the EU referendum excluded so many 
talented people from political life. 
Brian Andrews 

London SWI6 


Litigation ruling 


Sir, The recent judgment by the 
Supreme Court on litigation funding 
rules (“‘Blow’ to victims in funding 
ruling" law, Aug 31) should ignite a 
broader conversation on litigation. 
First, mass opt-out claims such as the 
Merricks v Mastercard case rarely 
benefit consumers, who generally 
receive less than half of any 
compensation awarded once lawyers' 
and funders' fees are taken into 
account. Of the tens of millions of 
consumers involved in this case, how 
many are aware that they are part of 
the case, never mind will come 
forward to claim their share of the 
compensation? Second, rules for 
advertising claims need updating — 
people must be aware that they may 
be called to pay the defendant's hefty 
legal bills if their claim fails. Finally, 
we should remember that costly and 
time-consuming litigation is not the 
same as proper access to justice for 
consumers. The judgment is a chance 
to correct these wrongs. 

Seema Kennedy 

Executive director, Fair Civil Justice 


Letters to the Editor must be exclusive 
to The Times and may be edited. Please 
include a full address and daytime 
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The Times takes 


Softer planning rules for onshore wind farms 


Sir, It is vital that the government 
takes measures to decarbonise energy, 
so making it easier to build onshore 
wind farms is a step forward (reports, 
Sep 6). However, this is too big a task 
to tackle with any one change. Nor 
will energy demands be met by 
building a few extra onshore wind 
farms. To truly address our energy 
needs, the government requires a 


increase renewable energy generation, 
and thus energy security, but also how 
the UK can reduce its energy usage. 
Taking measures to improve energy 
efficiency, eg by retrofitting buildings 
and supporting public behaviour 
change, must be part of such a 
strategy. While it is well documented 
that the public supports transitioning 
to net zero, people are not confident 
that they will be able to do things like 
improve the energy efficiency of their 
homes without government support. 
In the long run, behavioural changes 
will make the biggest difference. 

Chris Richards 

Director of policy, Institution of Civil 
Engineers 


Sir, The reforms proposed for onshore 
wind do not go far enough. They will 
facilitate only a limited number of 


: projects at a time when we need to be 
: much more ambitious. But they are 

: also problematic because they will 

: focus development in areas with low 

: population density in the east. For 

: onshore wind to fulfil its potential to 

: lower bills and reduce emissions it 

: needs to be built in windy areas and 

: there needs to be geographic diversity 
: in its deployment. The planning laws 
strategy that considers not only how to : 
: these outcomes. The government 

: must be bolder. The idea of sharing 

: the proceeds of wind farms with 

: locals through cheaper electricity is 

: excellent and should be fast-tracked. 
: However, these benefits should then 
: be presented directly to those 

: communities so they can be taken 

: into account when they decide 

: whether to support those projects. 

: Dr Edward Manderson 

: Lecturer in economics, University of 
: Manchester 


are at risk of achieving neither of 


: Sir, Giving energy discounts for 

: backing wind farms is bribing people 

: to allow their green and pleasant 

: landscape to be degraded. This tactic is 
: familiar to conservationists in cities 

: where local authorities approve plans 

: for excessively tall buildings in the 

: teeth of local opposition on condition 


: that the developers fund what they call 
: "public benefits”. This practice brings 

: the planning system into disrepute. 

: Anthony Jennings 

: London WCI 


: Sir, The world’s first electrical wind 

: engine was built in 1887 by the Scottish 
: electrical engineer James Blyth. His 

: windmill charged lead acid batteries, 

: which in turn powered his home with 

: electric light. An offer to light the main 
: street in Marykirk, Aberdeenshire, was 
: rejected as “the work of the Devil". 

: News of the technological leap spread 

: rapidly, with international delegations 

: of newly formed wind engine societies 

: travelling to Scotland to pay homage. 

: In 1891, the so-called Danish Edison, 

: Poul La Cour, connected Blyths wind 

: engine to a dozen electrolysers to 

: separate and store hydrogen and 

: oxygen. This early “green hydrogen" 

: gas was used to light a school and the 

: town of Askovs streets for more than a 
: decade. Today La Cour is celebrated 

: with a blue plaque and a popular 

: museum. In the UK, while Blyths 

: Story is all but forgotten, the suspicious 
: sentiment around this form of 

: environmental "electrickery" remains. 

: Professor Stephen Peake 

: Open University 


Benefits revamp 


Sir, One in five out-of-work disabled 
people want to work but helping them 
requires widening access to support to 
find work rather than simply 
tightening eligibility to benefits 
(“Mentally ill to work from home in 
benefits revamp”, Sep 6). That means 
better training, childcare and 
transport, and support for those who 
cannot work. Otherwise reforms to 
the work capability assessment will be 
seen as about cost-cutting rather than 
anything else. In addition, the 
governments ultimate plan is to scrap 
the work capability assessment and 
make personal independence payment 
(PIP) the gateway to universal credit 
health payment. Yet one million 
people at present receive universal 
credit health support without PIP — 
what will happen to them in future? 
Only one in ten disabled people who 
are not in work get help to find a job 
each year. No one would describe the 
existing system as perfect and we can 
definitely do better. We need a 
broader plan than cost-cutting limits 
to benefit eligibility. 

Stephen Evans 

CEO, Learning and Work Institute 


Wonder drug and 
our obesity crisis 


Sir, In her column “Wonder drugs 
can't solve our obesity problem” 
(comment, Sep 6), Alice Thomson 
correctly identifies schools as part of 
the problem. In my experience there 
is not a problem in primary schools, 
where menus are nutritionally 
balanced, portions are modest, only 
fruit and vegetables are offered at 
break times and parents are strongly 
discouraged from sending in 
unhealthy packed lunches. By 
contrast, at my daughter’s new 
secondary school girls can choose 
whatever they like from the canteen 
and the snack bar. Had I had the 
opportunity to do this at her age, I 
definitely would not have made 
sensible, balanced choices. Our 
solution will be packed lunches 
supplemented by small change for 
snacks so that she does not feel left 
out. However, with a fifth of ll-year- 
olds in the UK registering as obese, 
the approach to catering at secondary 
level feels misguided at best. 

Sarah McKenna 

Barnet 


Nameless hospital 


Sir, Apropos rootless alumni (letter, 
Sep 6), the problem is not restricted to 
schools. Graduates of Guy’s Hospital 
are less than pleased to be regularly 
informed that they are now part of the 
King’s College “family”. An earlier plan 
for a change of name to Southwark 
General was similarly disdained. 


Medical conscience 


Sir, Having watched my husband die 
in hospital last year, the comments of 
Martha Mills’s parents (Times2, Sep6) 
are depressingly familiar. But with 
regard to the proposal to bring in a 
second opinion procedure, good luck 
with that. The NHS has neither the 
resources nor the questioning culture 
required to achieve it. Wards are like 
the Marie Celeste over the weekends 
and bank holidays are a particularly 
inadvisable time to be ill in hospital. 
One Sunday, when I asked the ward 
nurses to arrange for me to speak to a 
doctor about my husband's poor 
condition, they were unable to 
provide one doctor, never mind two. 
When I subsequently spoke to a 
junior doctor, to raise concerns about 
my husbands treatment, I was told to 
write in to the hospital. There was no 
interest in taking ownership and no 
curiosity. My husband was a dear soul 
and he deserved better. We all do. 
Sue Stevens 
Kingswear, Devon 


Rule, Britannia! 


Sir, I agree with Richard Morrison 
that Rule, Britannia! is well past its 
sell-by date (Sep 5; letter, Sep 6). Its 
words are crass and tune woeful. 
However, the main role of the Royal 
Navy at the time the song was written 
was not to enforce the slave trade — 
it didn't need enforcing as no one was 
trying to stop it — but to protect 
British commerce against continental 
rivals. Neither can the tune’s words 
conceivably be considered racist, 
unless we are now to use that term 
for every instance of nationalistic 
bombast. Rule, Britannia! is a lousy 
tune with risible lyrics. That should be 
enough to condemn it. 


John Fewster Richard Aspin 
Plympton, Devon London W4 
Fruitful spelling Protestant pie 


Sir, With reference to the market stall 
advertising “avacadas” for sale, Jan 
Potter (letter, Sep 5) should take care. 
I have found in the past that people 
take delight in pointing out such 
simple errors, but once conversation 
starts and their interest is engaged it 
is a simple matter to sell them some 
trifle. Or avocados, in this case. 
David Jackson 

Los Gallardos, Almeria 


Sir, My local greengrocer sells 
“queuecumbers”. 

Erin Ewart 

Barnet 


HITLER'S 
POWER OVER 
LUDENDORFF 


FROM THE TIMES SEPTEMBER 7, 1923 


At a time when many newspapers in 
Germany have been forced to cease 


enormous cost of production, are 
only able to continue with difficulty, 
Herr Hitler's paper, the Volkische 
Beobachter, has doubled in size and, 
with one exception, is the largest 
daily paper in Bavaria. The fact that 
the millionaire industrialist Herr 
Hugo Stinnes has recently been in 
Bavaria and was a guest of General 
Ludendorff at a political conference, 
sustains the report that he has been 
persuaded to present a few of his 
milliards to the funds of the Hitler 


: movement. General Ludendorff's 

: association with the Bavarian Fascist 
: movement has always been a matter 
: of dispute. For a time it was thought 

: politic to disown his influence. In fact 
: at a meeting of the party leaders, 

: Herr Hitler told him: “Excellency, a 

: man who fled to Sweden for safety 

: and who, as a Prussian, prefers to 

: seek refuge in Bavaria can never be a 
: leader of our national movement. If, 

: however, we should be in need of 
publication, and others, owing to the : 
: knowledge of tactics and strategy, we 
: shall be glad to call upon you, but our 
: leader you can never be.” This 

: somewhat Delphic utterance served a 
: double purpose. It allayed the distrust 
: of the rank and file, with whom 

: General Ludendorff is unpopular, but 
: it permitted Herr Hitler and his staff 
: to use his influence, not only in 

: military but also in political and 

: national circles throughout the 

: country. General Ludendorff's 

: connexion with the Hitler movement 


your organising ability or your 


: was amply demonstrated at the 

: “German Day” at Nuremberg last 

: week, in honour of the anniversary 
: of Sedan. Over 70,000 National 

: Socialist "storm" troops carried out 
: a parade march (the goose step), 

: and General Ludendorff and Herr 

: Hitler took the salute side by side. 

: The General, in a speech, declared 

: that the party and he personally 

: were not interested in restoring any 
: monarchy. Work of far more vital 

: importance had to be done. The 

: awakening of the national spirit and 
: restoring of trust in the military 

: power and military commanders 

: were the essential aims of the rally. 
: That the demonstration should have 
: been held in Nuremberg, which has 
: been regarded as a stronghold of 

: Socialism, with little opposition, is a 
: strong proof of the growing 

: influence of the Hitler movement. 
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Sir, Cardinal Manning’s clergy may 
have believed his claim, “I never eat, I 
never drink” (letter, Sep 5), but that 
did not apply to his guests, as Ruskin, 
in 1887, remembered a lunch with him 
during which he was served “such a 
pie — I never tasted a Protestant pie 
to touch it”. It was followed by 
(among much else) “raisins and 
almonds, and those lovely preserved 
cherries like kisses kept in amber”. 
Maybe the cardinal should have 
entertained his clergy more often. 
John Bowker 

Cambridge 


Mask of sorrow 


Sir, Giles Coren recommends we bin 
surgical blue masks and suggests that 
the typical wearer now has a hoodie 
and is under 20 (Notebook, Sep 5). As 
I head towards my 70th birthday and 
am soon to board an eight-hour flight 
(with a new coronavirus strain on the 
rise), I will be fully masked up. Surely 
it is a personal choice to be “safe”. I’m 
away now to ride my e-scooter, on the 
way to shoplift and score before 
retiring this evening. 

Lawrence Gilgallon 

Paisley, Renfrewshire 


Vape shape 


Sir, My ten-year-old grandson was 
impressed (or possibly horrified) 
when he caught sight of a vape in my 
bag (letter, Sep 6). It turned out to be 
my lipstick in its shiny purple case. I 
then had to explain what a lipstick is. 
Val Oldrey 

Haxton, Wilts 
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Leading articles 


Daily Universal Register 


UK: British Science Festival begins in Exeter; 
Mercury prize is awarded to the best album 
of the year, chosen by a panel of music 
industry experts. 


Nature notes 


When the wind 
blew, it made the 
mugwort shimmer 
like silver. The tiny, 
reddish-brown 
flowers of this 
wonderfully scruffy 
perennial might be rather nondescript, but 
its showy leaves always catch the human 
eye. Green on the top and woolly-white 
beneath, they shine brightly, especially in a 
wind. Subtly aromatic, these leaves were 
once used to flavour beer, hence the plant's 
name. Mugwort leaves had another use: to 
ward off the fairies. They’re still put to this 
purpose on the Isle of Man, a place rich in 
folklore. On Tynwald Day, the Manx people 
often wear a leaf of mugwort (also known as 
bollan bane) to ward off any harmful spirits. 
JONATHAN TULLOCH 


Birthdays today 


Gloria Gaynor, pictured, 
singer, I Will Survive 
(1978), 80; Dario 
Argento, film-maker, 
co-writer of the story for 
Once Upon a Time in the 
“~, West (1968), 83; Elinor 
Barker, road and 
Olympic gold medallist 
(2016, team pursuit), seven-time World 
Championships gold medallist, 29; Corbin 
Bernsen, actor, LA Law (1986-94), 69; Alex 
Burghart, Conservative MP for Brentwood 
& Ongar, parliamentary secretary (Cabinet 
Office), 46; Prof Sir David Cannadine, 
historian, editor, Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography, 73; Gerald Corbett, 
chairman, Marylebone Cricket Club 
(2015-21), Segro (2016-22), 72; Marcel 
Desailly, footballer, Chelsea (1998-2004), 
World Cup winner with France (1998), 55; 
Jennifer Egan, author, The Candy House 
(2022), 61; Angela Gheorghiu, soprano, 58; 
Peter Gill, playwright and stage director, 84; 
Alex Greenwood, footballer, Manchester 
City WFC and England, member of the 
Euro 2022-winning national team, 30; 
Baroness (Dianne) Hayter of Kentish 
Town, shadow deputy leader of the 

House of Lords (2017-21), 74; Chrissie 
Hynde, singer, the Pretenders, Brass in 
Pocket (1979), 72; Toby Jones, actor, 
Detectorists (2014-22), 57; Julie Kavner, 
actress, the voice of Marge Simpson on 

The Simpsons (since 1989), 73; Chief Rabbi 
Sir Ephraim Mirvis, chief rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the 
Commonwealth, 67; Peggy Noonan, 
journalist, 73; Lord (Robert) Reed of 
Allermuir, president of the Supreme Court, 
67; Sonny Rollins, jazz saxophonist, last 
surviving member of the original Miles 
Davis quintet, 93; Alok Sharma, 
Conservative MP for Reading West, 56; 
Jean-Yves Thibaudet, pianist, 62; 

Prof Peter Vaughan, QPM, lord-lieutenant 
of Mid Glamorgan, 61; Diane Warren, 
songwriter, Because You Loved Me (1996), 67; 
Evan Rachel Wood, actress, Westworld 
(2016-22), 36; Chris Wright, co-founder and 
chairman (1969-2011), Chrysalis Group, 79. 


On this day 


In 1812 French and Russian armies met at 
the Battle of Borodino, 75 miles west of 
Moscow. There were 70,000 casualties. 


The last word 


“You cant use up creativity. The more you use, 
the more you have.” Maya Angelou, 
American writer and poet, in Conversations 
with Maya Angelou (1989) 


Flexible Thinking 


Working from home could enable more physically and mentally disabled people to 
re-enter the workforce, with benefits both for them and the wider economy 


Britain is suffering a silent epidemic of sickness- 
induced economic inactivity. The retreat from 
work that marked the pandemic, with hundreds of 
thousands dropping out of the workforce, has be- 
come entrenched. There are now some 2.5 million 
people of working age, many of them young, 
claiming various forms of sickness or incapacity 
benefits, representing a huge drag on the eco- 
nomy and a mammoth waste of human capital. 
Possibly a million of those would find it difficult 
to work in any capacity due to the seriousness of 
their physical or mental disability. But within that 
huge and depressing total lies a cohort of people 
who could contribute to the economy, and redis- 
cover the personal benefits of a career, if they were 
allowed to work from home and enjoy other forms 
of employment flexibility. That is why the govern- 
ment is right to propose the reform of the assess- 
ment procedure for sickness benefits to take into 
account the possibility that a person who could 
not attend the office, shop or factory might still 
enjoy a productive full or part-time career in their 
home, where issues such as mobility, incontinence 
or social anxiety can be more easily managed. 
Mel Stride, the work and pensions secretary, 
argues that his department's present “work capa- 
bility assessment” was designed before the age of 


working from home and the software that enables 
it. It is therefore a blunt instrument, using overly 
rigid criteria to define fitness or lack of it for the 
workplace — especially the virtual one. Mr Stride 
wants to tear up some of the categories that define 
what activity a person is capable of and how it 
affects their ability to work. But this change of 
criteria is likely to apply only to new claimants or 
those undergoing a detailed reassessment. 

The main problem with Mr Stride’s plan is its 
slowness. The reforms are being put out for con- 
sultation and there is no prospect of them coming 
into force before the next election, after which — 
if the polls are to be believed — they may well be 
of no more than academic interest. This delay is 
difficult to justify and will give rise to the accusa- 
tion that the government is indulging in dog- 
whistle politics, signalling its general disapproval 
of the increase in health-related benefit claims 
while doing nothing of substance to rein them in. 

The psychological benefits of being in a job, 
especially for many of those who have retreated 
from the world since the pandemic, are clear. But 
ministers do not have to coat this proposal purely 
in these terms. It is legitimate to query the sudden 
and substantial increase in those claiming sick- 
ness benefits. Some 300,000 people joined their 


ranks during the pandemic and, according to the 
Department for Work and Pensions, today’s 
2.5 million total is expected to grow to 2.8 million 
by the middle of next year and a quite staggering 
3.7 million by 2027-28, soaking up some 3.4 per 
cent of GDP by then. Why is the number of people 
going sick still increasing relentlessly despite the 
lockdowns of the Covid-19 era being a thing of 
memory? Explanation for this malaise comes 
there none. Alarmingly, there are more than 
220,000 young people, aged 16 to 24, who are out 
of work due to long-term illness. This is a shocking 
figure that begs a solution rather than fatalism. 

Mental health plays a huge role in this problem 
and it is in this regard that more flexible working 
can help. Someone suffering from anxiety or de- 
pression may want a job while being intimidated 
by the prospect of attending a busy workplace. 
Working from home could provide such people 
with the security and privacy they need. 

Charities warn that the reform is merely a way 
of cutting the benefits bill. There is, of course, 
nothing wrong in cutting it and politicians should 
not apologise for trying to do so. But the reform 
being suggested by Mr Stride should not bea penal 
measure, frightening vulnerable people. It should 
be a route to a more fulfilling life. 


Robbing the Poor 


Britain's aid budget should be spent overseas, not on accommodating asylum seekers 


Politicians and civil servants may be fluent in the 
jargon of government policy but more often than 
not it is impenetrable to the public they govern. 
Just occasionally, however, ministers are capable 
of speaking clearly. Take overseas aid. The man on 
the Clapham omnibus ought to have no difficulty 
understanding what his government means by 
those words — namely public money spent 
abroad in developing countries. Yet last year 
nearly £2 billion of Britain’s aid budget was spent 
on hotel bills for migrants seeking asylum in this 
country. Rishi Sunak is right to put an end to this 
absurd and unjust practice. 

This week the Independent Commission for Aid 
Impact (ICAI), the watchdog responsible for 
monitoring the government's aid budget, ruled 
that ministers should not be allowed to divert 
funds designated for overseas development to the 
domestic asylum system. Some £2.4 billion of Brit- 
ains £1277 billion Official Development Assist- 
ance budget was spent on such costs last year, of 
which £1.9 billion paid for hotel rooms for 
migrants. By no reasonable definition does this 
qualify as overseas aid. If the Home Office wishes 


to accommodate asylum seekers while they await 
the clearance of its huge backlog of claims, then it 
should do so from its own resources. 

That ministers have cynically chosen to raid the 
overseas development budget to meet these self- 
inflicted costs is not only morally dubious but a 
flagrant breach of international standards. The 
OECDSs development assistance committee, 
which governs how nations spend their aid bud- 
gets, stipulates that governments may use 
development funds only for humanitarian pro- 
jects and not on detention or deportation. Regard- 
less of one’s view of the policy, the Home Offices 
creative accounting clearly violates this rule. As 
The Times first reported last November, this 
chicanery means only 03 per cent of gross 
nationalincome will be spent on aid projects over- 
seas. The governments target is 0.5 per cent — 
itself a downgrade from the statutory commit- 
ment of 07 per cent introduced in 2015 and aban- 
doned as a result of the Covid-19 crisis in 2021. 

Thankfully,this sharp practice will soon end. Mr 
Sunak’s Illegal Migration Act, which was passed in 
July but has not yet come into force, will legally 


oblige the home secretary to detain and deport 
migrants who land on these shores by illegal 
routes. Of the £2.4 billion of aid cash presently 
spent by the Home Office, the ICAI estimates that 
only £170 million would remain at its disposal. 
Such a drastic shortfall should, it is to be hoped, 
force Suella Braverman to confront the real cost of 
her departments failure to grip the backlog 
problem. 

Ministers said yesterday that their bill will 
“break the business model of people smugglers 
and stop the unprecedented strain on our asylum 
system”. It is good news, too, that this removal of a 
cushion bought at the expense of education and 
clean water projects in the developing world will 
force them to confront the spiralling cost of a 
migrant policy that is manifestly failing. 

If the Home Office cannot afford to pay for 
hotel rooms for asylum seekers then something 
has clearly gone very badly wrong. The backlog is 
a result of chronic incompetence and failure in 
that department. The country needs a sustainable 
strategy to deal with migration. Robbing the inno- 
cent poor of Africa and Asia is not that strategy. 


Rock On 


Always superb on stage, the Rolling Stones have now delivered again in the studio 


In an era when many compatriots two decades 
younger have abandoned the world of work, the 
three core members of the world’s most famous 
band, average age 78-and-a-bit, are still hard at it. 
While admittedly, the job of being a Rolling Stone 
is rather more enjoyable, and vastly better 
remunerated, with superior perks, than the 
average gig, they don't have to keep going. Sir Mick 
could put his feet up and watch the cricket. Keith 
and Ronnie could do the things we know Keith 
and Ronnie like doing. 

None of them need the money. No one would 
have been surprised if, following the death of their 


great mate and colleague, the drummer Charlie 
Watts, two years ago, the surviving Stones had 
called it a day. 

And yet, not only did this national treasure 
choose to remain intact, it submitted itself to the 
rigours and routine of recording once again, 
emerging from the studio yesterday with an album 
that critics are calling their best for more than 
40 years. That is quite some praise. While the 
Stones’ live performances of their most celebrated 
numbers have remained justly lauded the world 
over, even staunch fans admit that the creative 
quality of their new material had been in decline 


for decades. Indeed, for 18 years, the supply of 
original tracks had dried up completely. 

Few imagined that, post-Charlie, the Jagger- 
Richards-Wood combo had much to offer beyond 
recycling the hits, old and gold as they are. Yet 
Hackney Diamonds is well-named: it is a gem. 
This return to form is a tribute not only to the 
band’s talents as songwriters and musicians, nor 
just to their physical stamina and fitness, but also 
to their admirable work ethic. That would once 
have seemed a peculiar quality to attribute to the 
bad boys of Sixties rock, yet it has become their 
defining characteristic. They are a lesson to us all. 
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World 


17 dead as Russian missile hits 


Ukraine 
Marc Bennetts 


At least 17 people died in a Russian 
missilestrike in eastern Ukraine yester- 
day hours before Antony Blinken, the 
US secretary of state, arrived in Kyiv on 
a surprise visit. 

The missile hit a busy market in 
Kostyantynivka, a town in the Donetsk 
region. Video posted online by Presi- 
dent Zelensky soon after the attack 
showed a huge explosion as the rocket 
struck. Flames engulfed cars and shops 
in the built-up area. Several bodies 
were visible. 

"A regular market. Shops. A pharma- 
cy. People who did nothing wrong,” 
Zelensky said. "This Russian evil must 
be defeated as soon as possible" 

Hesaidthe attack on the town, about 
20 miles from Bakhmut, which has suf- 
fered the bloodiest fighting of the war, 
was deliberate. Kyiv, the capital, lies 
about 350 miles to the west. 

Some 30 people were injured and at 
least one child was among the dead, 
said Denys Shmyhal, the prime minis- 
ter. "Russian troops are terrorists who 
will have no forgiveness or peace,” he 
added. "There will be a just payback for 
everything." 

Blinkens two-day visit is the first by a 
senior American official since Ukraine 
launched its counteroffensive in June. 
The White House has confirmed a new 
package of US assistance for Ukraine 
worth more than $1 billion. It will in- 
clude controversial armour-piercing 
munitions containing depleted uran- 
ium — said to be highly effective 
againsttanks — as well as Himars rock- 
ets, Javelin missiles and Abrams tanks. 

“We want to make sure that Ukraine 
has whatit needs, not only to succeed in 
the counteroffensive but for... the long 
term; to make sure that it has a strong 
deterrent,” Blinken said before meeting 
Dmytro Kuleba, the Ukrainian foreign 
minister. He was also scheduled to meet 
Zelensky. 

Criticism by unnamed US officials of 
the pace and tactical planning of 
Ukraines counteroffensive has trig- 
gered anger in Kyiv. Last week Kuleba 
told critics to "shut up" and compared 
their comments to "spitting into the 
face" of Ukrainian soldiers. 

Kyiv said last month that western- 
equipped Ukrainian troops had broken 
through Russia's main defensive lines in 
the southern Zaporizhzhia region, but 


Putin: West 'installed a Jew" 


President Putin has accused the 
West of installing an "ethnic Jew" as 
Ukraine's president to "cover up" a 
veneration of Nazism — a comment 
denounced in Kyiv as antisemitic. 

Putin told Russian state media 
that President Zelensky's election 
victory in 2019 was the result of a 
western-backed plot to deflect 
criticism of a “neo-Nazi” regime in 
Ukraine. He provided no evidence. 

Zelensky is Ukraine's first Jewish 
leader. His great-grandparents were 
killed by the Nazis and his 
grandfather died fighting Hitler's 
invading army. 

“It makes the situation extremely 
disgusting that an ethnic Jew is 
covering up the glorification of 
Nazism," Putin said. 

The Ukrainian foreign ministry 
responded: "Putin's chronic fixation 
on the ethnic origins of the 
Ukrainian president is yet another 
manifestation of the deep-rooted 
antisemitism of Russian elites." 

This is not the first time Putin has 
focused on Zelensky's Jewish roots. 
Last year he claimed that Jewish 
friends had told him the Ukrainian 
president was "a disgrace to the 
Jewish people". 

A number of outspoken far-right 
groups were active in Ukraine 
before the Russian invasion but they 
failed to win significant electoral 
support. Some Ukrainian soldiers 
have been seen wearing Nazi-style 
patches, but this also applies to 
Russian fighters. 

The Kremlin's bombs have killed 
at least one Holocaust survivor. 
Borys Romanchenko, who endured 
life in four Nazi concentration 
camps, died last year aged 96 when 
a missile hit his building in Kharkiv. 

The Babi Yar memorial in Kyiv, 
which commemorates the murder 
of tens of thousands of Jews by the 
Nazis, was also damaged in a 
Russian missile attack. 


that offensive operations had been 
slower than many in Washington 
hoped. However, US critics ofthe coun- 
teroffensive have not officially gone on 
record and the White House said last 
week it had seen "notable progress". 


Romania, a Nato member state, said 
yesterday that parts of what could be a 
Russian drone hadfallen on itsterritory 
after the Kremlin ordered an attack on 
the Odesa region, a short distance 
across the Danube River in the south of 


Ukraine. “If it is confirmed that the 
components belong to a Russian drone, 
such a situation would be inadmissible 
and a serious violation of Romania's 
sovereignty and territorial integrity," 
President Iohannis said. 


Images released 
soon after the 
missile attack 
revealed the scale 
of destruction to 
the market in 
Kostyantynivka, 
about 20 miles from 
Bakhmut. President 
Zelensky said the 
attack on "people 
who did nothing 
wrong" was 

! deliberate and 
denounced the 
"Russian evil" 


He had previously denied Kyivs 
claim that a Russian drone had deto- 
nated inside Romania, saying that the 
incident had taken place about 800m 
from its border with Ukraine. Under 
Article5 ofthe Nato founding treaty an 


Plague of e-bikes threatens cycle city 


Netherlands 
Bruno Waterfield Brussels 


Amsterdam is considered the cycling 
capital of the world but local riders are 
becoming increasingly fearful of faster 
and heavier electric bikes. 

An annual survey by Cyclomedia, a 
data agency, found that only 59 per cent 
of the city's cyclists feel safe in traffic, 
down from 72 per cent last year. 

With 880,000 bikes to its 800,000 
residents, the capital of the Nether- 
lands is seen as a model two-wheeled 
city, with 58 per cent of the population 
using their bicycles each day. 

However, that utopian image is 
under threat from e-bikes, according to 
four out of five Amsterdammers, who 
say that the rise in battery-powered 


models, which share the city's cycle 
lanes, leads to more accidents. 

With many central Amsterdam 
roads about to restrict the maximum 
speed of motor vehicles to 30kph 
(19mph), city authorities are also con- 
sidering new speed limits for cycle 
lanes. E-bikes are usually capable of 
speeds of up to 20mph but illegally 
souped-up models are much speedier. 

"More is needed to make cycle paths 
safer,” Melanie van der Horst, the depu- 
ty mayor, told the Het Parool news- 
paper. "That is why we are discussing 
with the government whether we can 
introduce a maximum speed for cycle 
paths and whether larger electric bicy- 
cles, such as delivery cargo bikes, can 
use the main road. 

^We must prevent people from 


switching to other means of transport; 
cycling, with walking, is one of the 
healthiest ways to get around the city.” 

In April a 41 per cent increase in the 
number of cyclists dying on Dutch 
roads was attributed to the growing 
popularity of e-bikes. 

A backlash is growing against them, 
with the survey finding that 54 per cent 
ofthe city's residents want to ban elec- 
tric scooter and e-bike rentals. 

Florrie de Pater, from the cyclists’ 
union Fietsersbond, backed a rethink of 
increasingly congested bike lanes. 
"They are often crowded — we often 
hear, 'I don't do it any more, it's too 
busy, too dangerous; " she said. “A lot of 
effort has been made to get mopeds off 
the cycle path. Now cyclists with pedal 
assistance are racing everywhere.” 


Man tries to cross Atlantic 
in a giant hamster wheel 


Joshua Thurston 


A Florida man hoping to "run" across 
the Atlantic in a giant hamster wheel 
has been arrested after a three-day 
stand-off with the coastguard. 

Reza Baluchi, 51, had to be 
rescued off the Georgia 
coast as Hurricane 
Franklin threatened the 
eastern United States. 

Baluchi said he was 
heading for Britain in 
the human-powered 
floating hamster wheel, 
according to a criminal 
complaint filed in the US dis- 


trict court in Florida. “Based on the 
condition of the vessel, USCG officers 
determined Baluchi was conducting 
[an] unsafe voyage,” the document said. 
Court documents show that the Iran- 
ian-born former athlete at- 
tempted similar voyages in 
2014, 2016 and 2021. All his 
attempted journeys have 
been blocked by the 
coastguard. 

Baluchi told Fox 35, an 
Orlando-based televi- 
sion station, that he had 

intended to raise money 
for charitable causes — the 
US coastguard among them. 
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crowded market 


attack on one member state is seen as 
anattack on all members ofthe western 
military alliance. 

Russia has carried out a number of 
strikes on Ukrainian port infrastruc- 
ture in the Odesa region since it with- 


EVGENIY MALOLETKA/AP; INTERIOR MINISTRY OF UKRAINE/REUTERS 


drew last month from a deal to allow 
the export of grain from Black Sea 
ports. One person was killed yesterday 
in an attack on the Izmail port district. 

Zelensky announced on Sunday that 
he was replacing Oleksii Reznikov, the 


defence minister, after his office was hit 
by a series of corruption scandals. 
Ukrainian media reports suggest that 
Reznikov, a fluent English speaker, 
could be appointed as Ukraine’s ambas- 
sador to Britain. 

Reznikovs replacement was con- 
firmed yesterday as Rustem Umerov, a 
member of the mainly Muslim Crime- 
an Tatar community. The former head 
of Ukraines state property fund, Umer- 
ov was part ofthe country's negotiating 
team that tried to agree on a ceasefire 
with Russia at the start of the invasion 
in February last year. 

Speaking after his appointment, he 
vowed to liberate "every centimetre" of 
Ukrainian territory. 

Last month Washington approved 
the transfer of American F-16 fighter 
jets to Ukraine after repeated appeals 
by officials in Kyiv. Denmark and the 
Netherlands have since said that they 
will deploy dozens of the warplanes to 
Kyiv once Ukrainian pilots have been 
trained. Ukraine says the F-16s could 
take to the skies against Russian forces 
next spring. 

The US government has already 
provided more than $43 billion in 
weaponry and other military aid to 
Ukraine since Russia launched its inva- 
sion. Thescale ofthe spending has been 
questioned by several Republican pres- 
idential hopefuls, Donald Trump 
amongthem. The former president has 
said he would tell Zelensky to “make a 
deal" with Moscow if he returns to the 
White House. 

The Kremlin said yesterday that 
American support for Ukraine would 
not have a significant influence on the 
battlefield. Dmitry Peskov, President 
Putin's spokesman, also accused Wash- 
ington of seeking to "keep Ukraine in a 
state of war, to wage this war until the 
last Ukrainian". 

A report by a Kyiv-based think tank 
has estimated that up to 3.3 million 
Ukrainian refugees may never return 
home. The figure is equivalent to more 
than 7 per cent of Ukraine pre-war 
population of 43 million. 

'The Centre for Economic Strategy 
has urged western countries to invest 
heavily in post-war reconstruction in 
Ukraine and to undertake projects to 
help reintegrate the country's children 
back into their schools once the war 
comes to an end. 

Sanctions on Russia are beginning to 
bite, Thunderer, page 28 


Hunter Biden set to face 


Hugh Tomlinson Washington 


Federal prosecutors will seek an indict- 
ment against President Bidens son, 
Hunter, by the end of this month for 
illegally buying a gun as a drug user. 

In court documents filed yesterday, 
David Weiss, the special counsel, said 
he would ask a grand jury to indict the 
president's son by September 29. Biden, 
53, is expected to be charged with two 
felony counts over his purchase of a gun 
in 2018, ata time when he has admitted 
regularly using crack cocaine. 

The latest twist in the long-running 
saga creates a fresh headache for the 
president at a time when he is stepping 
up his 2024 re-election campaign. Alle- 
gations of criminality and sordid per- 
sonal details about his son have dogged 


Biden’s presidency, as Republicans have 
sought to tie the president to his son's 
business dealings overseas. 

Hunter Biden is also under investi- 
gation over his tax affairs, with prose- 
cutors announcing last month that 
they intend to bring charges against 
him. The president's son reached a plea 
deal with prosecutors to resolve the tax 
and gun charges without going to trial, 
pleading guilty to two misdemeanour 
crimes and paying more than $100,000 
in unpaid taxes. The agreement dra- 
matically fell apart at a court hearing in 
July, however, when a judge raised 
questions about the terms of the deal. 

Defence attorneys have argued that 
the agreement should remain in place, 
with the understanding that the presi- 
dent's son would be spared prosecution 


indictment 


over the gun charge if he remained 
clean of drugs and avoided further legal 
trouble for two years. 

The president and his son also face 
multiple investigations into their for- 
eign business dealings. The inquiries 
have uncovered evidence that Hunter 
Biden traded on his family name to 
make lucrative deals, but have yet to 
prove President Biden himself profited. 

Republicans are also pushing to 
launch impeachment proceedings 
againstthe president, a movethe White 
House has dismissed as “baseless”. 

Weiss — who was given the role of 
US attorney for the state of Delaware 
by Donald Trump — was appointed to 
the position of special counsel by Mer- 
rick Garland, the US Attorney General, 
to oversee the investigation. 


Trump hits back 
at campaign to 
block 2024 bid 


United States 
Hugh Tomlinson Washington 


Donald Trump denounced a campaign 
to force him off the ballot in next year's 
presidential election after he suffered 
another defeat in court yesterday. 

The move to disqualify him cites an 
“insurrection clause" in the 14th 
Amendment of the US constitution. 
Some Democrats and conservative 
legal scholars have argued that his 
alleged attempts to overturn his defeat 
atthe 2020 election, culminating in the 
riot at the US Capitol, make him 
ineligible to hold federal office again. 

Trump has branded the legal chal- 
lenge "election interference". Writing 
onhis Truth Social platform, hesaid the 
move to disqualify him had ^no legal 
basis" and was "just another trick" to 
"steal an election" for President Biden, 
who was "incapable of winning in a free 
and fair election". 

Trump was found liable for defama- 
tion yesterday in a second case brought 
by the writer E Jean Carroll, who 
alleges that he raped her in a New York 
store in the mid-1990s. A federal judge 
ruled in her favour and said the trial 
would simply have to determine how 
much Trump must pay in damages. 

In May he was ordered to pay Carroll 
$5 million in damages after a jury found 
he had sexually abused and defamed 
the writer when he claimed he did not 
know her and that she was not his 
"type". Judge Lewis Kaplan ruled yes- 
terday that the May verdict would now 
carry into the second trial, brought by 
Carroll over comments Trump made in 
2019 that she had made up the rape 
allegation to boost sales of her memoir. 
Carroll is seeking more than $10 mil- 
lion in damages. The trial is set to open 
in January. 

Election officials in several states, 
includingthe battlegrounds of Arizona, 
Michigan and New Hampshire, are 
studying whether Trump should be 
removed from the 2024 ballot. 
Section 3 of the 14th Amendment bars 
anyone who has "engaged in insurrec- 
tion or rebellion" against the US from 
holding elected office. 

Legal scholars have argued that 
Trump is disqualified under the clause, 
even if he is not convicted in the 
criminal cases against him. 

However, some Trump opponents 
have argued that legal efforts to dis- 
qualify the former president could be 
disastrous, wrecking public trust in the 
electoral system, deepening America's 
political divide and inviting violent 
retaliation from his supporters. 

Trump faces four criminal indict- 
ments in total and will have to attend 
court hearings in four different cities 
next year at the height of the Republi- 
can primary race and into the presiden- 
tial campaign itself. In addition to fed- 
eral charges in Washington and state 
charges in Georgia over his alleged 
attempt to overturn the 2020 election 
result, he faces charges in Florida over 
classified documents seized at his Mar- 
a-Lago home, and an indictment in 
New York over hush-money payments 


he push to consider 

Donald Trump's 

disqualification from 

re-election is not 

coming solely from 
Democratic states or liberal 
constitutional experts (David 
Charter writes). 

David Scanlan, New 
Hampshire's Republican 
secretary of state, has asked the 
state's attorney-general to look at 
the issue, while J Michael Luttig, 
a conservative retired federal 
judge, co-wrote an article 
arguing that Section 3 of the 
14th Amendment to the US 
Constitution should be applied to 
the former president. 

It states that ^no person" who 
has taken an oath to support the 
constitution shall serve in any 
public office who has "engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion against 
the same, or given aid or comfort 
to the enemies thereof". 

Just as presidential candidates 
need to be natural-born citizens 
aged at least 35, the constitution 
states that participating in a 
revolt is a disqualifier. 

Luttig cited a University of 
Pennsylvania Law Review article 
that concludes that the 14th 
Amendment “disqualifies former 
President Donald Trump ... 
because of [his] participation in 
the attempted overthrow of the 
2020 presidential election". 

However, judging the use of 
this constitutional clause, drawn 
up in the aftermath of the US 
Civil War, quickly becomes a 
political as well as a legal matter. 

Each state decides its own 
election process regulations and 
any move to bar Trump from a 
state ballot would heighten 
tensions, as it could help him to 
drum up support in the same way 
that he has portrayed his four 
criminal cases as a plot by his 
enemies to deny him re-election. 

Any ballot exclusion is bound 
to be challenged all the way up to 
the Supreme Court. It means that 
Trump will likely not only test 
America's electoral system to 
breaking point again but also the 
integrity of its judiciary. 


made to conceal an alleged affair with a 
porn star before the 2016 election. 

He has pleaded not guilty to all 
charges and has dismissed the indict- 
ments as a “witch-hunt” orchestrated 
by Biden, the Democrats and anti- 
Trump Republicans to undermine his 
presidential campaign. 

Despite his mounting legal troubles, 
Trump retains a commanding lead in 
the Republican primary race and will 
return to the key state of Iowa on Satur- 
day asthe star guest at a football match 
between two local universities. 
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Chinas economic woes cast a shadow 
over Xis grand international project 


China 
Richard Spencer 


Italy is planning to cancel its member- 
ship of the Belt and Road initiative as 
intensifying doubts about Chinas key 
international project and a widening of 
the East-West divide casta shadow over 
its tenth anniversary. 

The accession of Italy to the world- 
wide investment programme master- 
minded by President Xi was one of the 
Chinese leader' greatest political tri- 
umphs. Italy remains the only member 
of the G7 club of rich western nations to 
have joined. 

But the Italian foreign ministers visit 
to Beijing this week was dominated by 
hostile comments from his colleagues 
about the initiative, also called the New 
Silk Road. 

“The Silk Road did not bring the 
results we expected,” Antonio Tajani 
said before his visit. He is said to have 
told Wang Yi, his Chinese counterpart, 
that Italy was considering not signing 
up to a second five-year stint next year. 

In July Guido Crosetto, the defence 
minister, criticised the failure of the 
initiative to deliver results. "The choice 
tojoin the Silk Road was an improvised 
and wicked act,” he said. “We exported 


aload of oranges to China, they tripled 
exports to Italy in three years.” 

Xi launched the initiative in Septem- 
ber 2013 during a visit to the central 
Asian republic of Kazakhstan. 

Tt was an attempt to use Chinas eco- 
nomic reputation after 20 years of rapid 
growth and success in riding out the 
world financial crisis to promote its de- 
velopment model as an alternative to 
US-style free market capitalism. It was 
primarily aimed at developing coun- 
tries where there was a struggle for 
influence between China, the US andin 
some cases Russia — as with Kazakh- 
stan, formerly part of the Soviet Union. 

At the time Chinese investment was 
attractive to European countries that 
had suffered heavily from the financial 
crisis, including Greece and Italy, which 
joined in 2018 and 2019 respectively. 

President Trump's open contempt for 
the European Union also prompted 
weaker-performing countries to hedge 
their bets. 

The Belt and Road initiative has had 
mixed results in its target markets in 
Asia and Africa. China won praise for 
its “can-do attitude” from African gov- 
ernments after an increase in infra- 
structure development, compared with 
the declining interest from former 


Chinese economy 


Quarterly GDP growth rate in China 
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colonial powers such as Britain. Chi- 
nese officials said that by 2019 the 
annual value of pledged investments 
had reached $155 billion. The money 
was used to build roads, ports and spe- 
cial economic zones across Africa and 
Asia. 

Li Qiang, the prime minister of 
China, took a test ride yesterday on 
Asias first high-speed railway from 
Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia, to 


President Xi went 
to Kazakhstan to 
start his initiative 


Karawang, 25 miles away. Thetrip took 
about Il minutes. 

The initiative, which funded the rail- 
way, has raised hackles, however, 
because the investment comes with a 
demand that countries support China's 
international positions — particularly 
recognition of Taiwan, the self-govern- 
ing island — and other strategic goals. 

As European countries turn away 
from China over security concerns and 
in protest at its relationship with Russia 
despite the invasion of Ukraine, the 
political aspects are becoming a barrier 
to further investment. 

Some of the investments have failed 
to produce the promised returns amid 
China5 growing international debt bur- 
den. A project to build a railway line 
from Mombasa in Kenya ran out of 
money 75 miles from the capital, Nair- 
obi. The Indonesia railway was blighted 
by delays and overspends. 

More worryingly for China, one of 
the economic drivers of the project has 
backfired. To escapethe financial crisis, 
the country went on a debt binge, 
encouraging companies to take out 
loans to boost production. 

Countries taking part in the initiative 
were expected to spend heavily on 
Chinese exports as part of their own 


expansion. However, loans made by 
Chinese banks for the Belt and Road 
initiative merely exacerbated China's 
debt problem, which has led this year to 
a financial crunch. 

Beijingis keen notto lose such a sym- 
bolically important partner as Italy. 
The New Silk Road was sold as recreat- 
ing the old trading routes between 
China and the Roman Empire two mil- 
lennia ago. 

State-backed commentators have 
accused Italy of "playing to the US 
tune"; the government of Giorgia Mel- 
oni, Italy’s right-wing prime minister, is 
far more pro-Washington than the 
maverick Five Star government that 
signed up to the agreement in 2019. 

Meloni has insisted that pulling out 
of the deal would not harm relations, 
including economic links, with Beijing. 

But Wangtold his Italian counterpart 
that Rome "should adhere to the right 
way of getting along with each other 
through mutual respect, openness and 
co-operation". 

A fiercely worded editorial in the 
China Daily, the countrys English- 
language mouthpiece, said last month: 
"Italy should not let the siren call of 
Washington lead it astray from the Belt 
and Road initiative.” 


LINDA LESTER/SOLENT NEWS 
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Please care, bear A cub bawls for attention in Lake Clark national park, Alaska. Linda Lester, 64, who took the picture, said: “The little one wanted to be nursed — the cubs whine until their mother stops grazing 
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Expedition’s hopes of record-breaking voyage sunk by sharks 


Australia 
Bernard Lagan Sydney 


An expedition commemorating the 
feats of 19th-century Russian explorers 
has come to a sudden halt after sharks 
swarmed its 30ft inflatable catamaran 
and shredded both rubber hulls. 
Yesterday's early-hours attack off 
Australia’s far north coast led to a 
dramatic rescue when a freighter raced 
to the aid of the sinking vessel to take 
the three members of the expedition on 


board. 

Two Russians and a French citizen 
were aboard the inflatable vessel in the 
Coral Sea, travelling from Vanuatu in 
the Pacific to the northeastern Austra- 
lian city of Cairns, when they sent out a 
radio distress signal at 1.30am. Sharks 
had punctured both the air-filled hulls 
of their craft, which was sinking. 

The expedition, being conducted 
under the auspices of the Russian 
Geographical Society, set sail from 
St Petersburg on July 1, 2021, with the 


objective of setting a record for the 
longest cruising distance covered in an 
inflatable catamaran. 

The voyage also commemorated the 
250th anniversary of the birth of the 
Russian admiral and explorer Adam 
Johann von Krusenstern, as well as the 
bicentennial of the discovery of 
Antarctica by Russian explorers. 

Images captured by the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority (Amsa), 
which co-ordinated the night rescue, 
show the catamaran sitting low in the 


water. Amsa picked up the distress call 
from the expedition and requested help 
from the Panama-flagged vehicle 
carrier Dugong Ace, which diverted to 
rescue the sailors about 500 miles 
southeast of Cairns. 

Joe Zeller, the Amsa response centre 
duty manager, said it was extraordin- 
arily lucky that the Dugong Ace was so 
close. “The ocean isjust so vast,” he said. 
“It is very rare to have a vessel of oppor- 
tunity so close during the time of dis- 
tress, particularly in the open ocean.” 


It is not the first time the expedition 
has been attacked by sharks. According 
to the geographical society’s website, 
on the morning of May 25, before set- 
ting off for Tahiti, the crew saw a foun- 
tain of air bubbles burst from the 
bottom of the catamaran and sent a 
diver to inspect the hulls. 

“Tt was a cut,” the website recorded. 
“Moreover, it had a characteristic 
round shape ... It was a deep-sea shark 
of the genus Isistius.” 

The rescued trio are now in Brisbane. 
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World 


Guernica is ready for its close-up 


A museum has lifted its 
ban on visitors taking 
photos of Picasso's 
masterpiece, writes 
Isambard Wilkinson 


Pablo Picasso was living in occupied 
Paris when a group of Nazi officers 
searched his apartment on the Rue des 
Grands Augustins. They spotted per- 
haps the first photograph of the vast 
canvas that would come to memorialise 
the brutality of fascist rule: Guernica. 

“Did you do that?” Picasso was asked. 
“No, you did,” was his immortal reply. 

After hanging for 40 years in the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York, 
Guernica was finally handed to Spain in 
1981, with massive queues forming to 
see the masterpiece. Yet for decades 
visitors were forbidden to do what 
Picasso had done: photograph it. 

The ban has now been lifted by the 
Reina Sofia Museum in Madrid, which 
has said that photographs can be taken 
of the work as longas a flash is not used, 
nor selfie sticks or tripods. 

In 2016 an image appeared online of 
Pierce Brosnan, the actor, posing in 
front of the artwork, drawing criticism 
on social media. Controversy was 
stirred again last year when Mick Jag- 
ger struck a similar pose during a pri- 
vate visit to the museum. People com- 
plained that it was “only rock'n'roll” to 
take photographs of it if you were a star. 

The change in the rules was one of 
the first decisions taken by Manuel Se- 
gade, the museums new director, and 
came into force without fanfare on 
September 1. “We believe that it doesn't 
make sense for Guernica not to have the 
iconicity it deserves," Segade told the 
state-run news agency Efe, adding that 
people should be able to take selfies 
with the painting “as happens with any 
other cultural phenomenon”. 

He said: “Our intention was simply 
that it could be done normally, not to 
announce it to the press or anything, 
because photos are already permitted 
throughout the museum, as in all the 
great museums in the world.” 

The room in which the painting is 
exhibited is restricted to 70 visitors at a 
time. Museum officials hope that lifting 
the ban will decrease the time that 
people spend viewing the painting. “It 
only takes a few seconds to take a selfie 
and so the pace of the public will flow 
more,” said a spokesman. “It does not 
damage the painting, but rather pre- 
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The Reina Sofia Museum has now agreed that Guernica, which is 11ft tall and 25ft wide, can be photographed. Bond star Pierce Brosnan was ahead of the pack in 2016 


A 


vents crowds and people trying to take 
a covert shot while the guards in the 
room reprimand them. It will improve 
the visitor experience.” 

At the time of Jaggers photo the 
museum justified the ban by saying it 


Camera shy 


These days most 
museums and galleries 
permit visitors to take 
photos for personal use, 
providing they turn off 
the flash (Constance 
Kampfner writes). 

One of the rare 
exceptions is the Van 
Gogh Museum in 
Amsterdam, home to 
Sunflowers and The 


prevented crowds clustering around the 
work. Thenew rules have produced con- 
flicting reports about whether it has 
alleviated crowding or made it worse. 
Officials at the museum were unsure 
when the ban was put in place, with one 


Potato Eaters among 
other masterpieces. 
Visitors in need of a fix 
are permitted to snap 
away only at designated 
"selfie walls". 

The Prado in Madrid, 
known for its collection 
of Goya and El Greco 
paintings, also forbids 
photography, and in 
Italy, no photos are 


allowed in the Sistine 
Chapel, due to a 
decades-old exclusivity 
deal with a Japanese TV 
company. Visitors 
hoping for some quiet 
contemplation will be 
disappointed, however, 
due to the incessant 
background refrain of 
guards proclaiming: 
"No photo!" 


sayingit had been inforcesincethe work 
was moved from the Prado Museum in 
1992, and another that it had been putin- 
to effect when a protective glass screen 
was removed in the mid-1990s. 

The painting is protected by a sensor 


that alerts security guards if any visitor 
comes within two metres of it. 

The artwork, inspired by the devas- 
tating 1937 air raid by the Luftwaffe's 
Condor Legion on the Basque town of 
Guernica at the behest of General 
Franco, was first shown at the world fair 
in Paris the same year. 

Picasso had been commissioned by 
the Republican government to produce 
a work to boost awareness of the war 
and raise funds. 

When the Second World War broke 
out he decided that the painting should 
remain in New York for safekeeping. In 
1958 he extended the loan until demo- 
cracy was restored in Spain. 

The attack on Guernica, the news of 
which Franco tried to suppress, was the 
first aerial bombing to capture global 
attention. The Basque government 
estimated that 1,645 people died out of 
the towns population of 7,000. 


App leads hiker on not so merry trail 


Germany 
David Crossland Berlin 


Climbers have been warned not to trust 
hiking apps after a 24-year-old man 
had to be rescued from a Bavarian 
mountainside. 

The man consulted an unnamed app 
to find the easiest route down from the 
1771m-high Hochstaufen mountain in 
the Berchtesgadener Land district of 
the Bavarian Alps, the Bavarian Red 
Cross said. 

Rather than guiding him down the 
normal path, the app led him on to a 
steep trail that proved too challenging. 
He slid down part of it, sustaining 
scratches and cuts, until he reached a 
point at 1300m at which he could 
neither descend nor climb back up. 

He made an emergency call at 
5.30pmanda helicopter was dispatched 
from the town of Traunstein but the 
climber could not be made calm 


enough to be winched up. As a result, 
eight mountain rescuers had to help 
him into the valley in a descent secured 
by ropes. 

He was lucky. Last month a 34-year- 
old tourist fell 150 metres to his death in 
the Berchtesgaden Alps in what rescu- 
ers believe was another case of mis- 
guided faith in a mobile phone app that 
showed a route that did not exist. The 
doctor of physics from Siegen in north- 
western Germany had reached the 
summit of the 2,074m Hoher Laafeld 
and decided to descend via the north 
side, even though there was no viable 
trail. His body was found at 1,880m. 

More hikers, mountain bikers and 
amateur climbers are using apps that 
promise off-road navigation — a trend 
that endangers not only the environ- 
ment but the users themselves, moun- 
tain rescuers and conservationists say. 

A key problem is that some apps dis- 
play routes entered by users, meaning 


that the trails may either not exist or be 
too difficult for some people. 

“People are going into terrain they 
are not equipped for,” Klaus Schádler, 
of the Bavarian mountain rescue ser- 
vice, told Der Spiegel magazine. Trails 
that were not independently verified 
were particularly dangerous because 
they sometimes did not exist or were 
designated as normal hiking trails, 
despite being potentially lethal. An app 
that displays the route the 34-year-old 
climber who died is believed to have 
attempted categorised its level of diffi- 
culty as “demanding mountain hiking”. 

Warnings over the use of apps in the 
mountains were fuelled last year when 
three members of a group of four hikers 
were killed while descending from the 
Maiwand, a Bavarian mountain, in 
terrain that even experienced moun- 
taineers describe as tricky. They are al- 
so believed to have departed from their 
planned route and followed an app. 


1,900-year-old Roman spoils 
of war unearthed in cave 


Israel 
Melanie Swan 


A cache of immaculately preserved 
Roman swords has been discovered ina 
cave in Israel. 

Archaeologists believe the 1,900- 
year-old weapons were hidden by Ju- 
daean rebels after being seized from the 
Roman army as war booty. They were 
discovered in a crevice in a network of 
remote caves that were all but inaccess- 
ible until now. The four swords were 
foundstill in their scabbards, along with 
the tip of a pilum, a sort of spear. 

The cache came to light when ar- 
chaeologists visited the site — 800 
caves across a 105-mile long line of cliffs 
along the Dead Sea — to photograph a 
Paleo-Hebrew inscription found on a 
stalactite some 50 years ago. They 


Dry conditions preserved the swords 


planned to use multispectral photogra- 
phy to decipher parts of the inscription 
not visible to the naked eye when they 
noticed a slim crack in the rock, beyond 
which the weapons were hidden. 

The swords were exceptionally well 
preserved due to the unusually dry 
conditions found in the area. 
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riscilla Presley 
has defended 
Elvis over their 
ten-year age 
gap, claiming 
that she did not have sex 
with the King while still 


a child (Keiran Southern 
writes). 

“Even though I was 14, 
Iwas actually a little bit 
older in life,” the actress 
said at the Venice Film 
Festival. “People think, 


“Oh, it was sex. No, it 
wasn't. I never had sex 
with him. He was very 
kind, very soft, very 
loving. He respected the 
fact I was only 14.” 

The story of her life 


with Elvis is told in 
Priscilla, Sofia Coppola's 
biopic starring Cailee 
Spaeny, 25. 

Elvis was 24 when he 
met his wife-to-be on an 
American military base 
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in Germany, where her 


stepfather was stationed. 


Presley, 78, said of the 

age gap: “We were more 

in line in thought. That 

was our relationship.” 
Her parents were 


initially against the 
relationship but 
eventually relented, 
allowing their daughter 
to join Elvis at his 
mansion, Graceland, in 
Memphis. He kept their 


Elvis and Priscilla Presley 
married when she was 21; 
the film stars Jacob Elordi 
and Cailee Spaeny, far left 


relationship a secret, 
infuriating her by being 
pictured with other 
women. 

Presley took pills to 
keep up with Elvis's 
lifestyle. They eventually 
married in Las Vegas in 
1967 when she was 21 
but divorced six years 
later. They had a 
daughter, Lisa Marie, 
who died in January 
aged 54. 

Presley said in Venice 
that Elvis was the “love 
of my life” and they had 
remained on good terms 
after the divorce. “It was 
the lifestyle that was so 
difficult for me, and I 
think any woman can 
relate to that.” 

She added: “It didn’t 
mar our relationship, we 
remained very close 
and, of course, we had 
our daughter and I made 
sure that he saw her all 
the time. It was like we 
never left each other.” 
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Friendly lifeguard had secret 
past as a hitman for the mob 


David Crossland Berlin 


It did not take long for the lean, 
shaven-headed Italian to find work 
when hearrived on Sylt, a German is- 
land in the North Sea that has long 
attracted affluent tourists. 

Valerio Salvatore Crivello found 
employment as a lifeguard in Wen- 
ningstedt, a seaside resort that boasts 
one of the longest, sandiest beaches 
on Sylt. Colleagues recalled that he 
lived in a caravan by the sea, was 
highly trained and had a "genuine 
desire to save lives". 

Saving lives, however, was not 
what he had gained a reputation for 
back in his home town. Before he 
arrived on the holiday island, Criv- 
ello, 44, had fled from the police, who 
alleged that he was a hitman for the 
'NDrangheta, the Calabrian crime 
syndicate that has become Europe's 
most powerful cocaine-dealing net- 
work. 

Lars Lunk, who is responsible for 
training lifeguards on Sylt, said 
Crivello had been very polite and 
friendly. “He was always on time, 
came regularly to training and was 
physically in top shape," Lunk added. 

"Atfirst he hada bit oftrouble com- 
municating but that improved after a 
while.” 

Asked if he would have believed 
that Crivello was wanted for a mob 
killing, Lunk replied: “Never in a 
million years, but you don't have that 
written on your forehead.” 

Crivello never used his real name 
on Sylt, where he was known as 
“Alessio” He was unmasked this 
week when armed police swooped on 
the Benen-Diken-Hof hotel on Sylt, 
where the authorities said he had 
been working as its “chief masseur” 
after joining the hotel as a fitness in- 
structor. 

After a tip-off from Italian investi- 
gators, officers from the Schleswig- 
Holstein regional police force arrived 
at the hotel to arrest Crivello, who 
had been convicted and given a life 
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The resort of Wenningstedt on Sylt attracts well-heeled German tourists 
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Valerio Salvatore 
Crivello was very 
|! friendly, Sylt's 
islanders said 


sentence by a court in Italy in 2020 
for the drive-by shooting of a con- 
struction developer in the southern 
Italian town of Paola. 

Crivello escaped from house arrest 
in November before starting his 
sentence, even though he was wear- 
ing an electronic tag. He had been 
sought with an international arrest 
warrant ever since. 

Before his arrest in Italy he was 
working as a butcher at a super- 
market in his home town of Scorze 
near Venice, reports said. 

Police said he was now being held 


- oo z 


Bet 


in a German prison pending extra- 
dition to Italy. 

NDR, the German public broad- 
caster, reported yesterday that Criv- 
ello told hotel bosses that he had been 
in the Italian army “on various peace 
missions” until 2013 and had trained 
as a masseur for several years. 

He claimed to have owned a stake 
in a fitness studio near Turin but los 
his investment in the pandemic, so he 
tried his luck in Germany. 

Crivello’s arrest exposes the exten: 
to which the tentacles of the 
'NDrangheta have spread into Ger- 
many, where the mob set up shop in 
the 1990s but were ignored by local 
law enforcement until six affiliates 
were shot outside a restaurant in 
Duisburg in 2007 in a settling o 
scores between two Calabrian clans. 

In May the police made 200 arrests 
targeting the "NDrangheta in ten 
countries, seizing tonnes of cocaine 
and assets worth €25 million. 

Investigators lifted the lid on the 
mobs trading of weapons in Colom- 
bia to buy drugs and its use of Alban- 
jan couriers to shift cocaine around 
Europe. 

The 'NDrangheta, which has at 
least 6,000 members from 150 fami- 
lies in the toe of Italy, takes its name 
from the Greek word for courage and 
dates back to the 18th century. 
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BA owner stands to make millions from unclaimed flight vouchers 


Dominic O'Connell 


'The owner of British Airways is sitting 
on a potential windfall profit from 
hundreds of millions of pounds worth 
of flight vouchers issued during the 
pandemic and never redeemed. 

IAG, which also owns Iberia, Aer 
Lingus and Vueling, revealed in its last 
annual report that it had about 
£550 million worth of unclaimed 
vouchers. British Airways and other 


airlines offered passengers vouchers 
rather than refunds when their flights 
were cancelled at short notice. Thou- 
sands of passengers took up the offer, 
but a substantial number have not 
claimed their new flights. 

The group could book the amount 
outstanding as revenue — and enjoy a 
welcome boost to profit — once the 
vouchers expire. Most were due to run 
out this year, but British Airways has 
pushed back the cut-off date to the end 


of September next year. IAG said it 
would not provide an update on the 
amount outstanding until its next set of 
annual results in February. 

The vouchers were controversial 
when first issued. The Competition and 
Markets Authority investigated British 
Airways and Ryanair over their refund 
and voucher policies two years ago, but 
concluded that the law did “not provide 
passengers with a sufficiently clear 
right to a refund”. If IAG were to book 


profits from the vouchers, it would 
again stoke debate about consumer 
protection in aviation. It flared after last 
week’s air traffic control meltdown left 
thousands of passengers stranded and 
having to fork out for replacement 
flights and accommodation. 
Consumer advocates say airlines 
should be forced to give full refunds 
rather than wait for customers to take 
up vouchers. ^When flights were 
grounded during the Covid pandemic, 


many airlines asked their customers to 
help them out by accepting vouchers 
rather than refunds for cancelled 
flights,” Rory Boland, travel editor at 
Which?, said. 

"This is yet another example of air- 
lines leaving their customers in the 
lurch and reinforces why it is vital for 
the prime minister to use the Kings 
Speech to give the Civil Aviation 
Authority powersto fine airlines direct- 
ly when they break the rules.” 


Peak rates 
‘reached, 
says Bailey 


Pound falls to three-month low after comments 


Jack Barnett 
Economics Correspondent 


The governor of the Bank of England 
yesterday cast doubt on the need for 
further interest rate rises, sending the 
pound to a three-month low. 

Andrew Bailey hinted that the Bank 
of England is through with lifting inter- 
est rates and stressed inflation was on 
course for a “marked” decline. 

Responding to questions from MPs 
on the Treasury committee, Bailey 
insisted that interest rates were already 
in “restrictive” territory and that the 
central bank is “much nearer now tothe 
top of the [tightening] cycle”. 

The monetary policy committee 
(MPC) has raised the base rate 14 times 
in a row to 5.25 per cent — the most 
aggressive tightening cycle since the 
1980s — its highest level in 15 years. 

Sterling tumbled shortly after Bai- 
leys comments, weakening around 
0.6 per cent against the US dollar to 
below $1.25, a three-month low. 

It is the latest sign that members of 
the nine-strong rate-setting MPC are 
concerned about heaping too much 
pressure on the UK economy at the 
expense of bringing inflation down. 

Baileys comments echo those of the 
chief economist Huw Pill, who last week 
said he favoured keeping rates tighter 
for longer instead of sending them to a 
steep peak only to lower them shortly 
after. Ben Broadbent, a deputy governor 
at the Bank, last month at the Jackson 
Hole economic symposium said he too 
favours a “higher for longer” approach. 

The governor said the sharp fall in 


inflation from a peak of 11.1 per cent in 
October last year to 6.8 per cent has 
diluted the need for more interest rate 
rises. When inflation was in the double 
digits, “it was clear that rates needed to 
rise going forward and the question was 
how much”, Bailey said at his first Trea- 
sury committee hearing since the end of 
the summer parliamentary recess, add- 
ing “were not in that place any more”. 

There is concern that the Bank may 
tip the UK into an unnecessary reces- 
sion by lifting borrowing costs too high. 
Purchasing managers’ indexes have 
fallen to their weakest level in nearly 
three years and official GDP estimates 
are already weak. 

Since the 2008 financial crisis, more 
homeowners have taken out fixed-rate 
mortgages. That means it takes longer 
for the Bank of England's interest rate 
changes to feed through to the economy. 

Before Bailey’s comments financial 
markets expected the MPC to send 
rates up two more times this year to 
5.75 per cent. Rate cuts were not priced 
in until the end of next year. 
€ The Office for National Statistics has 
called in the regulator to help conduct 
a review in the wake of its shock revi- 
sions to national output data last week. 

Economists were left puzzled and 
astonished by the scale of the ONS revi- 
sions, which found GDP by the end of 
2021 was 0.6 per cent bigger than in pre- 
Covid times, not 1.2 per cent smaller as 
previously estimated. Mike Keoghan, 
director-general of economic statistics 
at the ONS, has written to the Office for 
Statistics Regulation asking for help in 
reviewing that 1.8 per cent swing. 
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Maas ` 
Cash flow Pop stars such as Harry Styles stand to benefit from a deal struck by 
Universal Music Group, the world's largest record label, with the audio streaming 
platform Deezer which will see them receive more cash from royalties. Page 41 


Auction fails 
to secure bids 
for offshore 
wind farms 


Emily Gosden Energy Editor 


No new offshore wind farms are 
expected to have been bid for in a 
government auction this week, in a 
significant blow to the government's 
clean energy ambitions. 

Ministers are scheduledto announce 
tomorrow the winners in their annual 
auction of financial support contracts 
for renewable energy projects. 

A number of sources have told The 
Timesthey understood the auction had 
failed to procure any big new offshore 
wind farms, after the government 
ignored repeated industry warnings 
that support on offer was too low to 
reflect soaring inflation. 

Such an outcome would jeopardise 
the government's ambitious target of 
more than tripling offshore wind capa- 
city to 50 gigawatts by 2030 — more 
than enough to power every home, and 
up from less than 14 gigawatts today. 

Five offshore wind projects with 
about 5 gigawatts combined capacity 
are believed to have been eligible for 
this year's auction — enough to power 
more than 5 million homes. However, 
their developers — Vattenfall, Scottish- 
Power and SSE — have all sounded the 
alarm over cost inflation. 

The contracts offer developers valu- 
able revenue certainty by guaranteeing 
that consumers will pay a fixed price for 
the electricity they generate. When 
wholesale prices are lower, consumers 
pay subsidies to top up the difference; 
when wholesale prices are higher, 
developers back pay the difference. 

The price required by offshore wind 
farms has plummeted over the past 
decade and recent contracts have been 
below prevailing wholesale power 
prices. However, developers say supply 
chain cost inflation of up to 40 per cent 
means they need a modest increase in 
prices once more. The government has 
declined to increase the maximum 
price on offer for offshore wind, even 
though it would still be significantly 
cheaper than gas-fired power plants. 
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Need to know 


Britain is to rejoin the EUS 
l science programme in a 

move that has delighted 
researchers and will be seen as a 
boost to relations with Brussels. 
Rishi Sunak was last night due to 
sign a deal for Britain to become 
an associate member of the 
Horizon scheme following months 
of financial negotiations. Page 2 


system was brought down by 

a “one in 15 million” error, its 
boss claimed yesterday. Martin 
Rolfe, chief executive of Nats, 
which manages UK airspace, said 
one flight plan “presented 
information our systems had 
never seen before”, triggering the 
system and a back-up computer to 
enter “failsafe” mode. Page 20 


2 The UKS air traffic control 


England yesterday cast doubt 

on the need for further 
interest rate rises, sending the 
pound to a three-month low. 
Andrew Bailey hinted the Bank is 
through with lifting interest rates 
and stressed inflation is on course 
for a “marked” decline. Page 37 


3 The governor of the Bank of 


are expected to be bid for in a 

government auction this 
week, in a significant blow to the 
government's clean energy 
ambitions. Ministers are scheduled 
to announce tomorrow the 
winners in their annual auction of 
financial support contracts for 
renewable energy projects. Page 37 


{ No new offshore wind farms 


The owner of British Airways 

is sitting on a potential 

windfall profit from hundreds 
of millions of pounds worth of 
flight vouchers issued during the 
pandemic and never redeemed. 
IAG revealed in its last annual 
report that it had about 
£550 million worth of unclaimed 
vouchers. Page 37 


German factories are 
6 suffering from a larger than 
expected contraction in 
demand for their products in 
another signal that Europe's 
largest economy is on the path 
back to recession. Page 40 


world’s largest record label, 

has struck a deal with the 
audio streaming platform Deezer 
through which professional 
artists from Billie Eilish to Harry 
Styles are set to receive more in 
royalties. Page 41 


7 Universal Music Group, the 


delivered a riposte to 

complaints by activist 
investors over its performance 
yesterday as it beat market 
expectations for the second time 
this year. Page 42 


8 The Restaurant Group 


Nanopore Technologies has 

suggested that the company's 
future on the London Stock 
Exchange will become clearer as it 
moves towards its medium-term 
profit target. Page 44 


Ten years after Darktrace 
l 0 was founded, Poppy 

Gustafsson, its chief 
executive, said she feels 
“vindicated” that the cybersecurity 
business has put many of its 
travails behind it. In its full-year 
results the Cambridge-based firm 
reported that revenue was up 
31 per cent to £545 million. Page 45 


9 The chief executive of Oxford 


Sainsbury’s fashion hubs to 
feature third-party brands 


ainsbury’s is to 
open branded 
fashion “hubs”, 
which could 
increase 
pressure on the likes of 
John Lewis, Next and 
Marks & Spencer 
(Isabella Fish writes). 
Britain’s second 
biggest supermarket 
plans to stock third- 
party labels such as 
Sosandar, Simply Be 
and Finery in 
dedicated spaces in 
nine of its busiest 
stores from the end of 
this month. It is part of 
a wider goal to create 
at least 50 “fashion 
destination hubs” 


across the UK over the 
next five years. 

The push into third- 
party labels at the 
supermarket is being 
led by Paula Nickolds, 
the former John Lewis 
managing director who 
heads Sainsbury’s non- 
food business. She is 
being supported by 
Christine Kasoulis, 
who joined from John 
Lewis last year. 

Kasoulis, director of 
clothing, home and 
furniture at 
Sainsbury’s, said: “In a 
post-Covid world we're 
all revisiting how we 
enjoy shopping. Many 
of us missed shopping 


in stores and so being 
able to bring these 
brands to our shops is 
fantastic and builds on 
and extends our 
credible Tu Clothing 
offer.” 

Britain’s biggest 
retailers have been 
adding external brands 
to their websites and 
stores. Next’s third- 
party brand business, 
known as Label, 
brought in sales of 
£869 million last year. 
Marks & Spencer sells 
the likes of Nobody’s 
Child, Joules and Ted 
Baker, while Asda 
stocks In The Style and 
Missguided. Those 


Barratt to conserve cash as 


demand for homes 


Tom Howard 


Barratt Developments has trimmed its 
dividend, frozen hiring and paused 
share buybacks in an effort to preserve 
cash and ride out the downturn in the 
housing market. 

The developer returned £200 million 
of surplus capital to its investors last 
year through buybacks. Despite still 
boasting a cash balance of £1.07 billion, 
it told investors yesterday that “there 
will be no further share buybacks at this 
stage” given that the market is “difficult 
and the outlook remains uncertain”. 

Glynis Johnson, a construction ana- 
lyst at Jefferies, said Barratt’s decision 
“highlights the uncertainty in the 
market”. 

That uneasiness has especially 
affected first-time buyers, who would 
typically account for about a third of 
Barratt’s sales, said David Thomas, the 
builder's chief executive. 

^We're mainly suffering from a loss of 
confidence among first-time buyers," 
he said. 

^A lot of first-time buyers will be 
taking advice from their friends and 
their parents who will be saying 'look, 
wait and see what happens: What we're 
seeing is people pushing their decisions 
down the road." 

Barratt confirmed that it will pay a 
dividend of 23.5p a share in November, 
taking the total payout for the year to 
337p, 9 per cent below the 369p it 
distributed in 2022. 

The company’s share price retreated 
by 34p, or 0.74 per cent, to 440p yester- 
day, valuing the business at about 
£4.3 billion. 


Bring the house down 
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Sources: Barratt developments, Zoopla (Table refers to Barratt only, not the wider housing market) 


Barratt Developments was founded 
in 1953 by Lawrie Barratt, a young 
accountant from northeast England 
who could not afford to buy a home so 
built one instead. It was listed on the 
London Stock Exchange in 1968 and is 
a member of the FTSE 100. 

Reflectingthe slowdown in the hous- 
ing market brought on by the mini-bud- 
get last September, Barratt sold 17206 
homes in its latest financial year to the 
end of June, 702 fewer than in the previ- 
ous year. 

Revenue rose 1 per cent to £5.32 bil- 
lion from £5.27 billion as Barratt lifted 
its prices by 79 per cent to an average of 
£367,600. For the first time since the 
pandemic erupted though, that price 
growth was below build cost inflation, 
resulting in a 16.2 per cent decline in 
pre-tax profits to £884.3 million, down 


“estimate 


from £1.05 billion in its 2021-22 finan- 
cial year. The numbers were broadly as 
expected after a brief trading update 
in July. 

The cost of living crisis and much 
more expensive mortgage rates, initial- 
ly triggered by the mini-budget last 
autumn, have paralysed the market. 

Astheimpact of Kwasi Kwarteng and 
Liz Trusss plans became clear last Sep- 
tember, Barratt, which employs more 
than 6,000 people, brought in a hiring 
freeze, which has led to a 6 per cent 
drop in its headcount. 

There was a brief improvement in 
tradingthis spring butthat had faded by 
thestartofthe summerasinflation data 
led to another round of mortgage rate 
rises. Since July, the start of Barratt's 
new financial year, the developer has 
been selling 0.42 homes a week at each 


slumps 


of its 360 or so outlets, a third fewer 
than in the same period last year and 
half as many as it was selling in the 
summer of 2021. 

Because of the drop-off in demand, 
Barratt’s order book, which a year ago 
stood at close to £4 billion, has now fall- 
en to £2.4 billion. 

Thomas, 60, expects that “the back- 
drop will continue to be difficult over 
the coming months”. He added: “What 
we need, and I think what the consum- 
er needs, is a period of stability. We have 
seen very volatile trading over the last 
12 months and that creates a lot of 
uncertainty for us and a lot of uncer- 
tainty for the consumer as well.” 

Barratt believes that its sales will fall 
to between 13,250 and 14,250 homes 
over the next 12 months. It has sold or 
agreed to sell just shy of half of those, 
albeit that is below the 62 per cent 
forward sold position that it boasted 
this time last year. 

Clyde Lewis, an analyst at Peel Hunt, 
said hitting the sales target relies on 
there being a “bounce in sale rates in 
September and October”. 

Thomas said typically developers 
would expect to see “some step up [in 
sales] after schools go back”. 

Ina sign of just how much the market 
has slowed this year, the expectation in 
the City is that Barratt’s pre-tax profits 
will more than halve in its new financial 
year to about £355 million. 

Aynsley Lammin, an industry analyst 
at Investec, said he did not expect fore- 
casts to change too much after Barratt’s 
update but noted that the tone around 
the outlook was “very cautious”. 
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SAINSBURY'S/HENRY NICHOLLS/REUTERS 


Paula Nickolds, who 
joined Sainsbury's from 
John Lewis, is leading its 
push into third-party 
labels, which could 
increase pressure on 
department stores 


efforts are piling 
pressure on 
traditional 
department stores, 
such as House of 
Fraser and John Lewis. 

Sainsbury’s already 
sells guest brands on 
its website including 
Little Mistress, Umbro 
and Anorak, as well as 
the lingerie labels 
Triumph and Love 
Luna. 

Kasoulis said the 
external brands will sit 
in store alongside the 
supermarket’s own Tu 
label, which was 
launched in 2004 and 
spans men’s, women’s 
and children’s clothing 
and footwear. It is the 
sixth largest clothing 
retailer in the UK by 
volume. “While we 
love Tu and it will 
continue to be the lead 
brand in our portfolio, 
we know that it doesn’t 
meet everyone’s. Our 
customers are also 
buying brands,” she 
told The Times, adding 
that 40 per cent of 
online fashion sales 
had come from brands 
in recent months. 

Asked if there was a 
risk customers would 
be fatigued by retailers 
introducing similar 
strategies, Kasoulis 
said: “Great brands will 
always be in great 

demand.” 


Ocado chairman heads to Nat West 


Ben Martin Banking Editor 


NatWest has turned to the City veteran 
who leads the board of Ocado to 
become its next chairman and steer the 
taxpayer-backed bank through the 
fallout from the Nigel Farage account- 
closure scandal. 

Rick Haythornthwaite, 66, has been 
appointed to replace Sir Howard 
Davies, 72, as NatWest’s chairman in 
the spring, it was announced yesterday. 

Haythornthwaite is a well-known 
figure in the City, having previously run 
Invensys — which was a London-listed 
engineering group — spent 14 years as 
chairman of MasterCard, the Amer- 
ican credit card and payments giant, 
and having chaired Centrica and Net- 
work Rail. He is currently chairman of 
Ocado, the FTSE 100 grocery delivery 
business, a role he will retain despite his 
new job at NatWest. 

His appointment comes as the bank 
reels from the Farage debacle, which led 
to the abrupt departure of its chief exec- 


utive, Dame Alison Rose, after the 
government, the groups biggest share- 
holder with a 39 per cent stake, signalled 
she had lost its support. 
Haythornthwaite will join as a non- 
executive director on January 8 before 
replacing Davies as chairman on April 
15, and will earn £775,000 a year for the 


Haythornthwaite 
will take up the 
role next spring 


role. The first challenge facing him will 
be picking NatWest’s next permanent 
chief executive. 

Haythornthwaite will also need to 
repair the bank’s relationship with the 
government, which has been strained 
by the Farage scandal. Andrew Griffith, 
the City minister, who had criticised the 
lender over its treatment of Farage, yes- 


terday welcomed Haythornthwaites 
appointment and called him *an expe- 
rienced and widely respected choice”. 

A political row overfreedom of speech 
erupted in July when it emerged that 
NatWest5 Coutts private bank had de- 
cidedto drop Farage as a customer part- 
ly because it believed his views *were at 
odds with our position as an inclusive or- 
ganisation”. As well as costing Rose her 
job, after she admitted she had briefed 
the BBC with inaccurate information 
about Farage5 finances, the furore led to 
the exit of Peter Flavel, who ran Coutts. 

Davies announced in April that he 
intended to step down by the middle of 
next year. This is because by July he will 
have served on the NatWest board for 
nine years, beyond which directors are 
nolonger considered to be independent 
under the City’s corporate governance 
code. This meant NatWest had already 
started to search for his successor 
before the Farage scandal erupted. 

NatWest shares closed down 2p, or 
0.9 per cent, to 228p. 


Goldman lands BAE pensions contract 


Patrick Hosking Financial Editor 


Goldman Sachs has landed what it be- 
lieves to be the biggest deal of its kind in 
the UK, winning the contract to choose 
and manage the investments of the 
£23 billion BAE Systems pension funds. 

The American bank clinched the 
mandate by agreeing to hire the 
defence groups 49 financial staff who 
currently make the investment deci- 
sions for the pension schemes. 

The deal, which is expected to gener- 
ate fees for Goldman of tens of millions 
of pounds a year, comes as Britain’s larg- 
est blue-chips continue to outsource the 
activity to specialist investment houses. 

The business, outsourced chief 
investment officer (or OCIO), is a form 


of fiduciary management, a wider 
booming market which lets traditional 
pension trustees hand over investment 
decisions to outside professionals. 

Other blue-chips with large legacy 
schemes with inhouse managers have 
already taken this route: British Air- 
ways handing over to BlackRock and 
Centrica to Schroders. 

The BAEschemes currently have out- 
standing pension promises to 185,000 
current and former employees, many of 
them workers at long defunct names of 
British engineering including Hawker 
Siddeley and GEC. About 18,000 BAE 
employees are still clocking up benefits. 

BAE said it expected to make savings 
thanks to the efficiency of Goldman. 
While the BAE staff were responsible 


for stockpicking decisions in areas like 
listed equities, some of the investmen 
was contracted out to third-party fund 
managers. 
The fee to be paid by BAE was not dis- 
closed but experts estimated that a 
mandate of this size would come in a 
less than 0.2 per cent of assets managed. 
Goldman worldwide claims assets 
under supervision of $2.7 trillion and 
OCIO assets of more than £200 billion. 
BAES group finance director Brad 
Greve said the schemes were now in 
surplus and the deal did not limit BAE's 
ability to de-risk them further. It would 
also enable the employees transferring 
to Goldman to pursue “broader career 
paths”. That will include giving them 
access to Goldman’s bonus scheme. 


Railway sinners get 
on the right track æ 


n Operator of Last 
Resort sounds a bit 
desperate. Like the 
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Governors grilling 


England rugby team ndrew Bailey has the 
picking Marcus Smith at hangdog expression of a man 
full-back, a position he has never who hadn't realised that his 


played. Or Rishi Sunak running the 
country with no mandate from the 
electorate, let alone his own party. 

On the railways the operator of 
last resort is a chap called Robin 
Gisby, one of the most highly 
regarded railwaymen of his 
generation. A Saint Francis of Assisi 
of the mainline, Gisby aims to bring 
hope where there is despair, faith 
where there is doubt, joy where 
there is sadness. 

As such he is the executive in 
charge of all the greatest sinners in 
the rail industry: TransPennine 
Express, Northern Trains, 
Southeastern and LNER. These 
operators are — or at least have 
been — so bad that no amount of 
privatisation, franchises or private 
contractors has been able to make 
them work. They are the networks 
that have had to be renationalised 
and now sit in a siding of the 
Department for Transport called 
the Operator of Last Resort, which 
oversees these operations' regional 
managements which failed under a 
privatised model. 

The sector as a whole is stuck in 
industrial limbo, Boris Johnsons 
half-baked construct, Great British 
Railways, adrift in a legislative 
wasteland, statutes unwritten and 
no sign of enactment in the 
legislative timetable. 

So Gisby’s testimony in front of 
MPs on the all-party Transport 
select committee yesterday was 
intriguing. He said his job was to 
re-instil the idea that the railways 
should be run for passengers and 
the communities they serve, 
investing in staff and taking 
long-term decisions to make it 
happen. In short, he said, he tells 
people "to do the right thing". 

We heard that the only difference 
between these publicly-operated 
train companies and private sector 
companies is that his managers can 
now focus on the job, undistracted 
by having to make time-defined 
financial returns. LNERS 
turnaround is so successful that it 
outperforms the rest of the industry 
so much so that taxpayers can 
expect the payment of dividends. 

In a telling, cat-out-of-the-bag 
moment Huw Merriman, the rail 
minister at the same hearing, 
reckoned the only difference 
between the operations run by 
Gisby and the private contractors is 
the management fees that the 
taxpayer forks out to the private 
companies. 

Which all sounds like a choice. 
On the one hand we can let private 
companies continue to make money 
out of the railways in a failed 
privatised model. Or, have light- 
touch central administration of 
devolved regional and local 
networks whose priority is 
passengers and communities, a 
re-energised workforce unfettered 
by short-term financial returns, 
making money, or at least reducing 
subsidy, for the good of the 
taxpayer and the nation. 

The latter sounds like a notion 
that really should catch on. 


aspiration to one of the grandest 
jobs in the land would come with 
self-inflicted trade barriers, a 
shutdown of the country, war in 
Europe and the party of fiscal 
rectitude crashing the economy. 
And one who knows, but yet can't 
quite comprehend, why all the 
inflation that has come with Brexit, 
Covid, a Russian energy crisis and 
Truss/Kwarteng appears to be in 
everyone else5 view his fault. 

To hangdog add tetchy as the 
governor of the Bank of England 
faced the Commons' Treasury select 
committee at Westminster after the 
summer hols. Especially as the 
committee chairwoman, Harriett 
Baldwin, insisted the public was 
"giving up hope" on him reaching 
the Banks target of 2 per cent 
inflation. Loaded questioning over 
the Bank's poor forecasting comes 
against the backdrop of Ben 
Bernanke, the former Federal 
Reserve chairman, being brought in 
to review the Banks inflation 
modelling — effectively marking 
Bailey's homework. Bailey insisted 
he sees a "further, quite marked" fall 
in inflation “by the end of the year”. 
Another forecast. If Bailey is found 
to be wide of the mark, Bernanke's 
report has the potential to further 
darken the governors demeanour. 


Shaky foundations 


he share prices of the 
| housebuilders are not 

necessarily a leading indicator 
on the state of the economy. But 
they do show the impact of the 
nation’s chronic failure to hit 
government targets of 300,000 new 
homes a year. Industry figures show 
construction orders in their sharpest 
decline in over three years while 
Barratt Developments confirmed its 
earnings in the past year were down 
nearly 20 per cent and still falling. 
The big housebuilders' share prices 
are at least half where they were 
pre-pandemic. Yet the stocks are all 
hanging tough, which indicates 
investors believe things can only get 
better. The UK economy needs that 
assessment to be accurate. 


Air traffic anger 


twould take a brave person to 
[isee with Willie Walsh and 

Michael O'Leary, Irish aviation 
executives who could start an 
argument in an empty phone box. 
So we won't. National Air Traffic 
Services has released a report into 
its shutdown of UK airspace last 
week. Ryanairs O'Leary called 
NATS incompetent and its analysis 
factually inaccurate. Walsh, head of 
the IATA industry body, called 
NATS a fiasco. Both say a loophole 
must be closed that allows NATS 
to pay no compensation. We are 
happy to confirm both men are 
probably correct. 
robert.lea@thetimes.co.uk 
Alistair Osborne is away 
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Slow build Construction activity rose only marginally in August, as growth slowed from the previous month, with housebuilding struggling and new orders dropping 
at their fastest rate in more than three years. The S&P Global/CIPS UK construction purchasing managers’ index (PMI) fell to 50.8 last month, down from 51.7 in July 


Germany on path to recession 
after factories suffer slowdown 


Jack Barnett 
Economics Correspondent 


German factories are suffering from a 
larger-than-expected contraction in 
demand for their products in another 
signal that Europe’s largest economy is 
on the path back to recession. 

Incoming orders for manufactured 
goods fell 11.7 per cent over the past 
month, a much larger decrease than the 
around 4 per cent expected by analysts 
and reversing June’s upwardly revised 
7.6 per cent increase. 

A reduction in spending on aero- 
space and spacecraft materials led the 
downturn in factory orders, while sales 
of computer and electronics equipment 
fell 23.6 per cent in July. Machinery and 
metal orders were also lower. The 
worse-than-expected figures reinforce 
signals that Germany’s all-important 
manufacturing sector has become a 


victim of slowing domestic spending 
and a global economic cooldown. 

The country’s purchasing managers’ 
index for the manufacturing sector has 
been close to its lowest level in more 
than three years for two months and re- 
mains far below the 50-point threshold 
that separates growth and contraction. 

For more than three decades Ger- 
many has relied on generating goods 
such as cars and industrial equipment 
to fuel economic growth, prompting it 
to routinely run trade surpluses. How- 
ever, a surge in energy prices has 
knocked factory output. 

Asynchronised tightening campaign 
from central banks globally has chilled 
consumer spending. China’s economic 
troubles have also weighed on German 
exporters. This year, for the first time in 
30 years, Germany recorded a monthly 
trade deficit. Alexander Krueger, the 
chief economist at Hauck Aufhaeuser 


Lampe Privatbank, said: “The thumb 
continues to point downward for the 
industrial sector. A turnaround is not in 
sight due to the weak global economy 
and high energy costs.” 

Germany slipped into recession over 
the winter and economic growth has 
stalled since. A further deterioration in 
its manufacturing sector would push it 
closer to recession. 

The International Monetary Fund 
thinks GDP will contract 0.3 per cent 
this year, meaning the country will 
anchor the G7 growth table. The UK is 
forecast to grow 0.4 per cent. 

Last week, in a historical upgrade to 
the UK's GDP statistics, the Office for 
National Statistics said the economy 
breached its pre-pandemic size in the 
final months of 2021, indicating output 
is about 1.5 per cent larger than before 
Covid-19. Before the change Britain 
was judged to be the worst-performing 


G7 economy since Covid-19. That title 
now belongs to Germany. 

Separate figures from Eurostat 
showed consumers are slashing spend- 
ing faster than expected. Retail sale 
volumes dropped 0.2 per cent over the 
month to July, steeper than the 0.1 per 
cent contraction forecast by analysts. 
Sales in Germany slimmed 0.8 per cent, 
among the largest falls in the 20 
member common currency area. 

European households are under 
pressure from rising prices and steep 
interest rates. Core inflation is running 
at 5.3 per cent, while the European Cen- 
tral Bank has lifted interest rates nine 
times in a row to record high of 3.75 per 
cent. However, there is a chance spend- 
ing could revive in the coming month 
due to a “continued slide in inflation 
and a likely pick up in wage growth’, 
said Melanie Debono from the consult- 
ancy Pantheon Macroeconomics. 


Regulator sounds alarm over shadow banking sector 


Ben Martin Banking Editor 


The world’s leading financial regulator 
has sounded the alarm about hidden 
leverage built up by hedge funds in the 
shadow banking system. 

The warning yesterday from the 
Financial Stability Board centres on so- 
called “synthetic leverage”, which is 
when firms use derivatives to increase 
their market exposures. The regulator 
said that hedge funds, particularly 
firms focused on macro and relative 
value investment strategies, have “very 
high levels of synthetic leverage”. 

“In addition, large hedge funds usual- 
ly spread their borrowing across several 
prime brokers, which helps diversify 


their funding sources but can also create 
hidden leverage in the financial system,” 
the FSB said in a report. “A few prime 
brokers dominate the provision of lend- 
ing to hedge funds, and this concentra- 
tion could amplify shocks and propa- 
gate them through the financial system.” 

It is the latest in a series of regulatory 
warnings about the so-called shadow 
banking sector, which is also known as 
the non-bank financial intermediation 
(NBFI) system and encompasses 
everything beyond traditional lenders, 
from insurers and pension schemes to 
hedge funds. 

This huge area of finance is less tight- 
ly regulated than conventional banking 
and policymakers, including the Bank 


of England, are worried that rising 
interest rates are causing unforeseen 
stresses among shadow lenders that 
will cause blow-ups. The Bank was 
caught out by a shadow banking crisis 
last autumn, when the UK’s mini-bud- 
get pushed up rate expectations and 
caused turmoil for pension funds that 
had been pursuing leveraged liability- 
driven investment strategies. 

Abig problem confronting regulators 
trying to mitigate the risks posed by the 
broader NBFI system is the paucity of 
data. “Leverage that is difficult to ident- 
ify or measure by market participants 
or public authorities is referred to as 
“hidden leverage; the FSB said. “In 
some cases, leverage is hidden because 


no data are available to assess its pres- 
ence or magnitude. In other cases, lev- 
erage can be hidden because available 
data are not sufficient or adequately 
used to assess vulnerabilities.” 

It said there were “a number of data 
gaps which have made it difficult to 
fully assess the vulnerabilities asso- 
ciated with NBFI leverage”. 

The Basel-based FSB was set up 14 
years ago after the 2007-9 financial 
crisis and is responsible for coordinat- 
ing rules and regulations for the finan- 
cial system. It yesterday suggested a 
series of measures to address “the most 
salient identified data gaps” in NBFI, 
including “enhancing reporting re- 
quirements for non-bank investors”. 


Oil and gas 
veteran to 
chair Ofgem 


Emily Gosden 


The government has selected an oil and 
gas industry veteran to chair Ofgem as 
the embattled energy regulator seeks to 
move on from a series of controversies. 

Mark McAllister, 65, is currently 
chairman of the Office for Nuclear 
Regulation, the atomic safety watch- 
dog, but spent most of his 40-year 
career in oil and gas production. 

The proposed appointment was criti- 
cised by the Liberal Democrats, who 
likened it to “putting the fox in charge 
ofthe hen house” at a time when house- 
holds are struggling with the effects of 
high oil and gas prices. 

Ofgem is responsible for regulating 
Britain’s electricity and gas markets. It 
has crucial roles in regulating the prices 
that households pay for energy and the 
profits that monopoly network compa- 
nies make. Ofgem has come under 
intense criticism for lax regulation of 
household suppliers that enabled doz- 
ens of poorly capitalised companies to 
enter the market only for many to fail as 
wholesale prices soared in late 2021. 

The regulator has also faced criticism 
over the way it has implemented the 
government’s energy price cap and the 
high profits it allowed network compa- 
nies to make for much of the past decade. 

Amanda Solloway, minister for 
energy consumers and affordability, said 
that McAllister had “a strong track 
record of advising governments”. 

Wera Hobhouse, the Liberal Demo- 
crat energy spokeswoman, said: “Ordi- 
nary families are suffering from sky- 
high energy bills, and Rishi Sunak’s 
answer is to put an oil and gas giant boss 
in charge of the energy regulator. Itjust 
shows how woefully out of touch he is.” 


Revenue rise 
drives dividend 
at law firm 


Jonathan Ames Legal Editor 


Shares in the first law firm to have listed 
on the London exchange jumped to a 
one-month high after Gateley 
announced a 12 per cent boost to its 
annual dividend. 

In a statement to the market, the 
business said that investors would be 
paid a final annual dividend of 9.5p per 
share. The move came on the back of a 
more than 18 per cent rise in revenue at 
the company to nearly £163 million, 
which translated to a more than 16 per 
cent increase in pre-tax profit to about 
£25 million. 

On the back of the announcement 
the Gateley share price rose to 155p, the 
highest point in about a month, before 
slightly sinking back. At close shares 
were up 1p, or 1 per cent, to 154p. 

However, the company’s share price 
remains well down on its post-float 
high of 2575p two years ago. 

In 2015, Gateley was the first English 
law firm to list in London after reform- 
ing legislation allowed what were tradi- 
tional law firms to accept investment 
from sources other than their partners. 

Since then, a total of six businesses 
launched initial public offerings, but 
the market has been volatile for legal 
services companies. 

Unveiling Gateley’s annual figures, 
the company’s chief executive, Rod 
Waldie, hailed “a strong performance” 
that was “set against a challenging 
macro-economic backdrop”. 
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Hunt must not allow spectre of Truss 
failures to haunt his future decisions 


Jeremy Hunt has 
taken to Twitter/X 
to say: “You can do 
the hard work of 
supply-side reform, 
or you can try to borrow your way to 
growth.” The chancellor’s dichotomy 
is poignant, as yesterday marked the 
first anniversary of Liz Truss 
becoming prime minister. The irony of 
her ill-fated premiership was that a 
fiscal hawk who had touted pro- 
growth reforms for years saw her 
government implode under a market 
backlash against a borrowing bonanza. 

With time to reflect, what wisdom 
have we gleaned from last autumn’s 
tumult? The unarguable lesson is that 
the UK shouldn't embark on 
unnecessarily reckless borrowing. In 
isolation, Trusss proposed tax cuts — 
reversing some recent rises and 
snipping others — were hardly 
revolutionary. Yet against a backdrop 
of high inflation and a run-up of 
pandemic debts, added to by an 
extravagant, yet utterly unfunded, 
universal energy support package, 
bond market twitches soon gave way 
to soaring yields. 

The scale of the planned borrowing 
was one factor. However, Simon 
Wren-Lewis, the macroeconomist, 
has argued convincingly that the lack 
of clarity over Truss's intended 
spending plans and, hence, deficits, 
left investors uncertain about the path 
of short-term interest rates too. This 
made holding sterling assets riskier, 
sparking sell-offs. Suddenly, the value 
of the banal ritual of the ordinary 
budgetary process, complete with the 
Office for Budget Responsibility's 
oversight, became clear. 

At the time, the importance of 
detailing spending plans concurrently 
wasn't as obvious. Emergency Covid- 
19 spending had breezed through 
parliament, no questions asked. The 
media was screaming "crisis" again, 
howling for the introduction of 
Truss’s universal support to rescue 
households and businesses from 
spiking energy costs. Nevertheless, 
Truss’s team now privately 
acknowledge that they needed more 
detailed spending plans and a debt 
reduction framework, even if that 
meant delaying the mini-budget itself. 

These were major unforced errors. 
Yet they shouldn't gloss over the 
failures of our state macroeconomic 
institutions too. The Bank of 
England’s independent monetary 


A year on since Liz Truss entered No10, many of her reforms deserve scrutiny 


policy committee (packed with ex- 
Treasury employees and appointees) 
was asleep at the wheel as the money 
supply ballooned during Covid. 

Nor is the Treasury without blame. 
Insiders say they just didn't seem 
aware of a ticking time bomb — the 
liability-driven investments crisis. A 
sharp increase in gilt yields after the 
mini-budget forced pension funds with 
leveraged LDI strategies to raise cash 
to meet margin and collateral calls, 
meaning fire sales of longer-dated 
gilts, driving yields higher still. Only a 
Bank of England intervention arrested 
this doom loop. Such failures to ensure 
macroeconomic and financial stability 
deserve scrutiny today. 

Just because Trusss borrowing 
binge sent markets into the tailspin 
doesn't mean her mooted supply-side 
reforms for raising growth rates were 
without merit either. With hindsight, 
rather than tax cuts, she should have 
prioritised her reforms to housing, 
infrastructure, childcare and 
investment zones, the latter of which 
mainly involved relaxing planning 
laws. All could have been attempted 


ANDREW PARSONS/NO10 DO 


without significant new debt and, in 
thelong run, would probably have 
had bigger growth impacts than the 
tax cuts anyway. 

The reason she didn't start there, of 
course, is that supply-side reforms are 
tougher to deliver. You need to sweat 
the details, yes, and that takes time. 
But any attempt to ease planning 
laws, negotiate trade deals, relax 
childcare regulations or approve new 
energy projects faces staunch 
resistance inside and outside of 
parliament. Self-interested regulators, 
companies, do-gooders and Nimbys 
form unholy blocking coalitions. 

Truss’s team believed that tax cuts 
could grease the wheels here through 
the goodwill associated with a 
stronger recovery. They saw tax cuts 
as inextricably linked with regulatory 
reform as well: tax cuts would 
incentivise long-term investment, 
regulatory reforms like Solvency II 
would make it easier for major 
investors to fund UK projects, and 
easing planning restrictions for 
houses, energy and infrastructure 
would remove obstacles for these 


investments to proceed. The reform 
components here were always the 
most important. Sadly, we’ve seen 
little so far from Rishi Sunak’s 
government to suggest a strategy 
centred on removing such barriers, as 
opposed to just enlarging the 
government. On childcare, the 
government might have reformed 
staffing and registration regulations 
to encourage a more diverse range of 
providers. Instead, its centrepiece 
policy expands taxpayer-subsidised 
“free” care to younger children. 

One understandable criticism of 
Truss's approach is that she went all in 
without setting the stage, jam-packing 
a decade of contentious reforms into 
one announcement. She practically 
invited blowback by trying to lift the 
fracking ban, uncap bankers' bonuses 
and abolish the 50p tax rate. Yet in 
those conditions and with an 
impending election, playing it safe was 
itself risky. Some changes, such as 
allowing more onshore wind, drew 
less criticism. Change always courts 
controversy but sticking to the same 
old, same old was a near-guaranteed 
ticket to stagnation — and defeat. 

'To succeed where Truss stumbled, 
Hunt must be more selective on 
supply-side reforms, but still bold. 
That requires breaking the symbiotic 
relationship between reform 
opponents and the popularity- 
obsessed in parliament. Pollsters and 
party whips will always advocate for 
caution and consensus, urging 
reforms be watered down. This 
approach just gives the opponents 
room to argue that the results of the 
changes will be too insignificant to 
matter, leaving politicians unsure on 
whether enduring the backlash is 
even worth it. 

This, I think, is the biggest risk from 
Trusss failure: that the spectre of past 
mistakes will haunt future decisions, 
scaring us away from even attempting 
the supply-side reforms that Britain 
desperately needs. As appealing as it 
is to retreat to the relative safety of 
the status quo, doing 
so is akin to 
treading water while 
the tides are pulling 
you out to sea. 


Ryan Bourne is R Evan Scharf chair 
for the public understanding of 
economics at the Cato Institute and 
author of the recent book Economics 
in One Virus 


Deezer deal 
to net more 
royalties for 
pop artists 


Callum Jones 
US Business Correspondent 


Universal Music Group, the world's 
largest record label, has struck a deal 
with the audio streaming platform 
Deezerthrough which professional art- 
ists are set to receive more in royalties. 

Musicians from Billie Eilish to Harry 
Styles stand to benefit from what 
Deezer hailed as "the most ambitious 
change to the economic model since 
the creation of music streaming". 

Under the new model, artists with 
more than 1,000 streams a month from 
at least 500 unique listeners will receive 
a greater slice of the returns. It will 
launch in France later this year before 
being introduced in further markets. 

Universal Music, whose artists 
include Taylor Swift and Stormzy, is led 
by Sir Lucian Grainge, the British 
record executive. It is based in Hilver- 
sum in the Netherlands and Santa 
Monica, California. 

Deezer, which is based in Paris, is also 
planning to remove noise, like the 
sound of rain, for instance, from the 
royalty pool. This has been a significant 
bugbear for the record industry, as cited 
by Grainge earlier this year. 

“There is no other industry where all 
content is valued the same,” Jeronimo 
Folgueira, chief executive of Deezer, 
said, “and it should be obvious to every- 
one that the sound of rain or a washing 
machine is not as valuable as a song 
from your favourite artist streamed 
in hi-fi.” 

The platform described a “flood of 
uploads with no meaningful engage- 
ment”, including non-artist noise 
content, that it said had “necessitated 
reassessment” of the previous 
approach on royalties. 

Michael Nash, the chief digital officer 
at Universal Music, said: “The goal of 
the artist-centric model is to mitigate 
dynamics that risk drowning music 
in a sea of noise and to ensure we 
are better supporting and rewarding 
artists at all stages of their careers, 
whether they have a thousand fans, 
or a hundred thousand, or a hundred 
million." 

Fraud and gaming "serves only to 
depriveartiststheir due compensation", 
added Nash, and "will be aggressively 
addressed". 

Shares in Universal Music rose 1.7 per 
cent, or 39 cents, to €23.07 in Amster- 
dam. Deezer gained 4.4 per cent, or 
9 cents, to €2.15 in Paris. 

Universal Music owns labels includ- 
ing EMI, Island, Polydor and Virgin. 
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Wagamama owner delivers 
again after investor attacks 


Dominic Walsh 


The Restaurant Group delivered a 
riposte to complaints by activist inves- 
tors over its performance yesterday as it 
beat market expectations for the 
second time this year. 

In the first half of the year the 
group delivered strong growth in all 


three of its key divisions — Wagama- 
ma, pubs and concessions — while its 
restaurants located next to multiplex 
cinemas benefited from a strong film 
slate led by Barbie. 

At the annual meeting in May a 
campaign by activist shareholders co- 
ordinated by the Hong Kong-based 
Oasis, which has a 14.3 per cent stake, 


The Scottish American 
Investment Company 


(SAINTS) 


culminated in TRG’s board being given 
a bloody nose over the “unpalatable” 
pay of its chief executive. 

Andy Hornby, 56, former chief of the 
banking group HBOS and Ladbrokes, 
the bookmaker, received a total of 
£792,000 last year, including an annual 
bonus of £125,000, which Oasis and 
other activists pointed out had come 
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after TRG posted an £86.8 million loss. 
A third of the vote went against the 
remuneration policy. 

Some activists have called for parts of 
the company to be sold off to streamline 
the business, improve its profit margins 
and cut debt. The TRG boss said: “We 
are looking actively at whether any 
further strategic moves make sense.” 

Hornby declined to comment on 
specific options, although analysts said 
last night that the strong recovery of 
the concessions division could be a 
catalyst for a sale. “Its strong earnings 
growth puts it in a stronger position to 
consider options,” said one analyst. 

Some observers believe the whole 
company could be sold or broken up, 
and Hornby did not dismiss the idea. “If 
someone thinks it’s worth more to them 
then so be it. All I can say categorically 
is that what we're doing at the moment 
is increasing the ... value of the whole 
entity. And whether that makes it more 
attractive to somebody else, that’s 
frankly for them to judge.” 

TRG has about 380 restaurants and 
pubs, a concessions business and a 
20per cent stake in a joint venture 
operating seven Wagamama noodle 
bars in the US. It also has about 60 fran- 
chises around the world. 

Doug Jack, a leisure analyst at Peel 
Hunt, said management should be 
given time to grow sales, cut costs, 
recover profits and pay down debt over 
the next two years. However, James 
Wheatcroft, at Jefferies, said the seg- 
mental disclosure introduced yester- 
day, providing more detail on each divi- 
sion, would “likely lead to further sum- 
of-the-parts analysis and speculation 
around a divisional disposal”. 

Dan Wosner, head of Europe at 
Oasis, was unimpressed. "The market's 
reaction ... speaks volumes. Uninspir- 
ing numbers, more impairments and no 
new news on strategic developments,” 
he said. “The company needs fresh 
direction and an injection of energy to 
achieve its potential. The status quo is 
unacceptable.” 

Its interim results showed revenue 
up 10 per cent at £4674 million, while it 
swung from a VAT-adjusted loss of 
£100,000 to a pre-tax profit of £72 mil- 
lion. The best performer was conces- 
sions with like-for-like sales in the first 
34 weeks up 29 per cent. Shares in TRG 
fell by Ip, or 2.5 per cent, to 42%p. 


Shift from 
bikes to cars 
drives sales 
at Halfords 


alfords, the car 
products and bicycle 
retailer, reported a rise 
in sales on the back of 
strong demand at its 
garages (James Hurley writes). 


Cash pile keeps up dividend 
as Ashmore misses forecasts 


Patrick Hosking 


Ashmore Group, the emerging markets 
investment group, dipped into reserves 
to maintain the dividend as it narrowly 
missed forecasts for the full year. 

Analysts said revenues came in 
below expectations and costs were 
higher than expected because of staff 
bonuses. The group has previously dis- 
closed that defecting clients pulled 
$1L5 billion of money from the business 
inthe year to June. Adjusted operating 
profits fell 35 per cent to £106.2 million. 

Pre-tax profits fell by a smaller 6 per 
cent to £111.8 million in the year thanks 
to smaller losses on investments Ash- 
more makes to seed new funds, as well 
as higher interest on cash. 

But Mark Coombs, chief executive, 
said prospects were strong and there 


was "mounting evidence" that the neg- 
ative cycle plaguing investors in emerg- 
ing market bonds and equities has 
turned. He also pointed to improving 
performance by the firm's stockpickers. 
The London-based fund manage- 
ment group specialises in investing in 
less developed markets, from Asia to 
Latin America. But clients have been 
fleeing because of rising interest rates, 
the slowdown in China and the 
Ukraine war. Total assets under man- 
agement have shrunk to $55.9 billion. 
A final dividend of 12.2p makes an 
unchanged total for the year of 16.9p. 
Ashmore has paid uncovered dividends 
before and is comfortably able to do so 
because of a £480 million cash pile and 
no debt. The shares closed up 2'4p, or 
13per cent, to 194%p. 
Tempus, page 46 
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Halfords sales at car servicing and 
repair centres rose nearly 35 per 
cent while cycling revenue fell 

2.7 per cent on a like-for-like basis 


Bridgepoint buys 
Energy Capital 
Partners for £835m 


Patrick Hosking 
Financial Editor 


Bridgepoint, the FTSE 250 
private equity group, has 
clinched its biggest diversi- 
fication deal since floating 
in 2021, while also dis- 
mantling a controversial 
arrangement that com- 
bined the chairman and 
chief executive roles. 

The company is paying a 
combination of new shares 
and cash for the US energy 
infrastructure fund man- 
ager Energy Capital Part- 
ners in an £835 million deal 
that will hand up to 25 per 
cent of the enlarged busi- 
ness to ECP shareholders. 

At the same time Bridge- 
point’s chairman William 
Jackson is dropping his 
role as chief executive, 
handing over to managing 
partner Raoul Hughes. 

The old arrangement, 
which breached corporate 
governance rules, had 
been seen as so sensitive 
that Archie Norman, the 
Marks & Spencer chair- 
man, was drafted in as 
senior independent direct- 
or on a £175 million 
package. 

Bridgepoint described 
the acquisition as a “deci- 
sive step forward” in diver- 
sifying from private equity 
and credit. ECP, based in 
New Jersey manages 


$18.8 billion of assets in 
power generation, renew- 
able energy and battery 
storage. It was well placed 
to grab a substantial share 
of the estimated $19 tril- 
lion of annual investment 
forecast to go into the 
green energy transition 
worldwide in the years to 
2050, Bridgepoint said. 

The business would pro- 
vide “a third pillar” to go 
alongside its private equity 
and credit divisions and 
also give  Bridgepoint 
access to ECP’s sovereign 
wealth fund clients in the 
Middle East and Asia. 

Jackson has been look- 
ing for a deal since raising 
about £700 million of 
acquisition firepower at 
the time of the float, but 
said the wait was worth it. 

"We've seen the market 
recalibrating and the qual- 
ity of opportunities getting 
better and better.” 

He had previously said 
any acquisition would bein 
real estate or infrastruc- 
ture, but shied away from 
real estate because he 
thinks valuations may 
have further to drop. 

Shares in Bridgepoint 
closed up 14%p, or 8 per 
cent, to 189/4p as traders 
welcomed the deal. 

The shares have 
slumped by 45 per cent 
since the float in 2021. 


In the 20 weeks to August 18, 
revenues rose 14.1 per cent 
compared with last year. Sales 
at its car servicing and repair 
autocentres increased 34.6 per 
cent, compared with growth of 
3.7 per cent in retail. On a like- 
for-like basis, group sales were 
up by 7.8 per cent. 

However, Halfords said 
“discretionary” spending areas, 
including cycling and car 
cleaning, were hit by poor 
weather and weak consumer 
confidence. Cycling revenue, 
which represents 25 per cent of 
Halfords sales, was down 2.7 per 
cent on a like-for-like basis. 


Halfords servicing and 
business-to-business arms 
represent a growing proportion 
of its sales. 

The latter, which offers 
services including vehicle fleet 
maintenance for businesses, 
won a “significant nationwide 
contract” with Yodel, the 
delivery group. 

Halfords said it had enjoyed 
market share gains across all 
categories. 

Graham Stapleton, chief 
executive, said: “It’s been a 
good start to the year for 
Halfords, and our ongoing focus 
on essential maintenance and 


servicing is driving a strong 
performance in our autocentre 
and retail motoring business.” 

Halfords is the UK’s biggest 
provider of motoring services 
and products, with 393 stores, 
643 garages and hundreds of 
mobile servicing vans. 

The group said full-year, pre- 
tax profit is expected to be 
between £48 million and 
£58 million. 

Halfords said in June that it 
expected profit growth in its 
2024 financial year, but the 
lower-end of the forecast range 
given yesterday implies a 
roughly 7 per cent fall in profit. 


Peel Hunt, the broker, said 
Halfords’ strategy of “moving 
towards the services side of the 
business is bearing fruit”. It 
noted that efficiencies in staff 
scheduling had offset problems 
in finding new skilled labour for 
its garages. 

The broker said: “Cycling and 
tyres underperformed and July 
and August were tough, so it is 
hard to predict too rosy a short- 
term picture. However, the 
market share gains should bear 
fruit in time, and the strategy is 
bang on point.” 

Halfords shares rose 5'^p, or 
3 per cent, to 1927;p. 


The co-operative bank 


Notice to 

The Co-operative Bank, 
smile and Britannia savings 
customers 


On 03/08/2023 The Bank of England 
base rate changed from 


Promising direction of travel for WH Smith 


Max Kendix 


WH Smith enjoyed double-digit growth 
in the year to August amid a resurgence 
in its lucrative airport travel shops. 
Group revenue rose by 28 per cent in 
the year to the end of August, with like- 


for-like sales up 18 per cent. Revenuein rest of the worldand15inthe UK. Ithas including 40 Founded in London’ Little Grosven- | | changes to your interest rates visit 
its travel division increased 42 per cent, seen further tender wins, includingfour ^in the US and 15 in or Street in 1792, the high street staple WW.CO- : A 
boosted by strong demand during a  storesat San Diego airportandhaswon the UK sells items from books, newspapers and www.co-operativebank.co.uk/savings, 


busy summer travel season, while high 
street revenue slid 1 per cent. 

But shares in WH Smith fell after a 
trading update fell short for investors 
hoping for faster growth. 

The “lack of upgrade” to its earning 
forecast caused the fall, according to 
Jonathan Pritchard, an analyst at Peel 
Hunt, as WH Smith reported higher 
costs and a slower than expected return 
of passengers. 

Shares slid by 6.3 per cent, or 94p, to 
close at £13.90. The stock was the 
second-heaviest faller on the FTSE 250. 


Revenues in the UK and in North 
America were up by about a third in the 
year to August 31, while revenue in the 
rest of the world nearly doubled. 

The company is set to open more 
than 80 stores across its travel business- 
es, comprising 40 in the US, 25 in the 


further new business in Europe, at 
Budapest and Madrid airports. 
However, the 80 stores are fewer than 
the 93 it opened the year before, and 
below the more than 125 expected. WH 
Smith has more than 1,700 stores in 
total, 520 of which are on the high street. 
The company nevertheless said it was 
on track to achieve the consensus pre- 
tax profit expectation of £143 million. 
WH Smith is the only operator in its 
locations that sells the products it does 
in a "significant majority" of sites, 
according to analysts at Panmure Gor- 


o0 


Number of travel 
stores the company 
plans to open, 


Source: WH Smith 


don, making them "incredibly attract- 
ive". Analysts at Investec said the mid- 
cap company was "capable of delivering 
sustainable long-term double-digit 
growth" every year, but ^we are slightly 
more cautious on the scale of near-term 
passenger number recovery”. 


stationery to chocolates, sandwiches 
and toys. The retailer suffered during 
lockdowns as many of its shops are 
clustered in airports and railway 
stations. It announced 1,500 job cuts in 
2020 as travel restrictions hampered 
the business. 

Analysts at RBC said: “We believe 
WH Smiths forensic approach to retail- 
ing should stand it in good stead to 
expand successfully in the global travel 
essential retail segment.” 

WH Smith will publish its full set of 
annual results on November 9. 


5.00% 


to 


5.25% 
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www.smile.co.uk/savings, 
or visit your nearest branch. 
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Oxford Nanopore 
tightens guidance 


Alex Ralph 


The chief executive of Oxford Nanopo- 
re Technologies has suggested that the 
company’s future on the London Stock 
Exchange will become clearer as it 
moves towards its medium-term profit 
target. 

Speaking after mixed first-half re- 
sults yesterday and the latest fall in its 
share price, Gordon Sanghera said: 
“The closer we get to our 2026 break- 
even [target], the less stressful it is being 
[listed] in London and the less we need 
to consider other strategic alternatives.” 

Oxford Nanopore posted revenues of 
£86 million in its core life science 
research tools business in the six 
months to the end of June, up 16 per 
cent year-on-year. 

Excluding revenue from its dwin- 
dling Covid sequencing business and 
from the Emirati genome programme, 
its largest customer, underlying reve- 
nue growth was 46 per cent, driven by 


Oxford Nanopore 


350p 
share price 


Source: FactSet 
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the expansion of its customer base. The 
company narrowed its revenue growth 
range this year to 18-25 per cent, from 
16-30 per cent previously, but said it was 
expected to be more than 40 per cent 
on an underlying basis, up from earlier 
guidance of more than 30 per cent. 

Gross margins are now set to be 
above 57 per cent, down from expecta- 
tions of 60 per cent, weakened by pro- 
duct investment and the write-off of 
excess Covid sequencing kits. 

The company, based at Oxford 
Science Park, develops devices used to 
sequence DNA and RNA. Its technology 
isusedin more than 120 countries. Sang- 
hera, 62, has led Nanopore since it was 
spun out of Oxford University in 2005. 

The company floated in London two 
years ago at 425p a share and was valued 
at £4.8 billion after a surge on its debut. 
The stock peaked at 716p in December 
that year but hit a low of 1764p in March, 
weakened partly by a broader investor 
rotation out of biotechnology stocks as 
the Covid-fuelled rally unwound. 

Shares fell 15%p, or 6.8 per cent, to 
close at 215/4p after the half-year update. 

Sanghera had suggested in March, at 
the time of its full-year results, that the 
London listing was not “irreversible” 
amid the slide in its share price and 
some British companies looking for 
higher valuations in New York. 

On a statutory basis losses increased 
to £70.1 million from £30.2 million last 
year when it benefited from reaching a 
Covid contract dispute agreement. 


JOSE PEREZ/BAUER-GRIFFIN/SHUTTERSTOCK 
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WeWork 
negotiating 
reduction in 
lease costs 


eWork is trying 
to renegotiate 
almost all its 


leases, weeks after raising 
doubt about its ability to 
stay in business (Callum 
Jones writes). 

The company, which 
provides shared office 
space, said its lease 
liabilities were “too high” 
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1 and "out of step" with 
\ 3 * market conditions. 
V 1 The price of its shares 
m rose at first in New York 
-T yesterday before falling 
1 into the red. They were 
down 4.8 per cent, or 17 
pe cents, at $3.41 during the 
| afternoon session, and 
have fallen more than 90 
| per cent this year. 
. WeWork said last month 
its future depended on a 
plan that included cutting 
costs. David Tolley, chief 
executive, said: “WeWork 
_ is here to stay.” 
| It was once the world's 
most féted start-up, with a 
peak value of $47 billion. 
+ WeWork had to shelve a 
gp listing in New York in 2019 
but went public in 2021 
and is valued at about 
$181 million. 
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Darktrace is leaving its troubles 
behind, says ‘vindicated’ chief 


Katie Prescott 
Technology Business Editor 


Ten years after the company was 
founded, Poppy Gustafsson, chief exec- 
utive of Darktrace, said she feels “vindi- 
cated” that the cybersecurity business 
has put many of its travails behind it. 

“We are having conversations with 
investors and our shareholders that are 
very much about what the future holds. 
It feels like the last two years is what's 
happened in the rear-view mirror, and 
people are less and less interested in 
that,” she said. 

In the time since the Cambridge- 
based cybersecurity company’s 2021 
float, the share price has spiked, crashed 
and rebounded; the business has been 
dogged by its links to the entrepreneur 
Mike Lynch; and two hedge funds have 
cast doubt over the integrity of its 
accounts. As Gustafsson put it: “Dark- 
trace in its public life has had a lot more 
than two years’ worth of experience.” 

In its full-year results yesterday the 
Cambridge-based company reported 
that revenue was up 3l per cent to 
£545 million while adjusted ebitda rose 
by morethan 50 per cent to £139 million. 

Despite the uplift, the results initially 
raised red flags in the City. A change to 
the way it pays commissions lowered 
expectations for Darktraces profit 
margin to come in at between 17 and 19 
per cent in 2024, rather than its previ- 
ously anticipated 22 per cent. 

The company used to pay half the 
commission upfront but will now hand 
the full amount to sales staff straight 
away to “better support Darktraces 
ability to hire and retain key experi- 


CHRIS RADBURN FOR THE TIMES 
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Share price volatility and links to Mike Lynch dogged Poppy Gustafsson’s company 


enced talent”. The accounting change 
helped to send the share price down by 
as much as 8 per cent as the markets 
opened yesterday, before closing down 
2.5 per cent to 360p. 

Darktrace’s technology uses artificial 
intelligence and machine learning to 
detect cyberattacks and vulnerabilities 
inside computer systems. This is sup- 
posed to be faster and more effective 
than building a “wall” around networks. 
It employs 2,200 people globally. 

The company was founded in 2013 
with backing from Mike Lynch, the tech 
entrepreneur extradited to the US over 
fraud charges relating to the 2011 sale of 
Autonomy to Hewlett-Packard. Lynch 
denies all charges. 

Darktrace called in EY to carry out 
an independent assessment of claims 
by hedge fund Quintessential Capital 
Management that “sales, margins, and 
growth rates may be overstated”. EY 
found room for improvement in “sys- 
tems, processes and controls” but noth- 
ing that would “change their belief that 
those financial statements fairly repre- 
sent Darktrace’s financial position”. 

There is, however, little it can do 
about its ties to Lynch and his wife, who 
continue to be major shareholders. 

Darktrace expects the year ahead to 
be “a tale of two halves”, with the first 
six months characterised by “stabilisa- 
tion" and then “re-acceleration”. 

Gustafsson said: "We believe there 
are over 150,000 companies that could 
benefit from our AI — and we have the 
right team and skills in place to ensure 
we can go after the market opportunity 
that they represent.” 

Tempus, page 46 


Abcam founder calls on board to justify takeover bid 


Alex Ralph 


The founder of Abcam has called on its 
board to urgently answer “serious” 
questions about a $5.7billion takeover 
bid for the life sciences company. 

Last week Abcam, based in Cam- 
bridge, agreed a $24 per share offer 
from Danaher, the $192 billion Amer- 
ican conglomerate. Jonathan Milner, 


58, Abcams founder and one of its larg- 
est shareholders, said the deal “materi- 
ally undervalues” the company. 

In an open letter to investors yester- 
day he said Abcams board needed to 
answer questions, including whether 
the “very fast” sales process was “run 
fairly and thoroughly and the best price 
negotiated”. Milner also wants to know 
if management bonuses were negotiat- 


ed concurrently with the offer; why 
management’s 2024 guidance figures 
are “so materially different from Dana- 
her’s 2024 metrics” used to value 
Abcam; and when the board will 
explain “the material undervaluation” 
that Danaher uncovered. 

Milner founded Abcam in 1998 as the 
“Amazon of antibodies” for research- 
ers. He stepped down as deputy chair- 


man in 2020 but launched a campaign 
to rejoin the board,only to halt itin June 
after Abcam began a strategic review. 

Danaher’s takeover deal represents 
a premium of about 40 per cent to 
Abcams share price in mid-May, before 
Milner launched his campaign. 

Peter Allen, the chairman of Abcam, 
has said the takeover “maximises value 
for shareholders”. 
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Virgin snaps 
up broadband 
firm backed 
by oligarchs 


Katie Prescott 


Virgin Media O2 has bought a broad- 
band business backed by sanctioned 
Russian oligarchs, after the govern- 
ment forced its sale on national secur- 
ity grounds. 

The telecoms company is thought to 
have paid tens of millions for Upp, 
owned by LetterOne, a company 
founded by Mikhail Fridman, which 
also owns Holland & Barrett, the health 
food chain. Fridman, a billionaire, and 
Petr Aven, his business partner, were 
forced to step down from LetterOne 
after EU sanctions last year. 

According to the EU sanctions list- 
ing, Fridman “managed to cultivate 
strong ties to the administration of 
Vladimir Putin” and is an “enabler of 
Putin’s inner circle”. The UK govern- 
ment described him as a “pro-Kremlin 
oligarch” whose Alfa-Bank helps 
support the Russian regime. Fridman 
was sanctioned by the US last month 
and this week the Ukrainian security 
services accused him of funding the 
Russian war. He denied wrongdoing. 

The Upp sale has not come without a 
fight. LetterOne launched a judicial 
review in April to try to overturn a deci- 
sion by Grant Shapps in December, 
when he was business secretary. Letter- 
One argued that it was run by British 
business people. 

Upp, which was founded in 2021 as 
FibreMe, has a £1 billion plan to build 
fibre networks in eastern England and 
the East Midlands where there are low 
broadband speeds. It employs 150 
people and is tiny compared with its 
new owner. It has 4,000 retail and busi- 
ness customers. VMO2 has 5.7 million 
customers, according to analysts at 
Megabuyte. 

The UK telecoms group will buy the 
business before selling it onto Nexfibre, 
ajoint venture between Liberty Global, 
VMOJ25 owner, Spain's Telefonica and 
InfraVia Capital Partners. 

VMO2 said: "This transaction com- 
plies with all relevant rules and regula- 
tions.” It added: “Two of Upps benefi- 
cial owners are subject to sanctions" 
but “the proceeds of Upps sale will not 
be remitted to either individual." 


ONLINE | 


46 


Thursday September 7 2023 | THE TIMES 


Business Markets 


Emma Powell Tempus 


Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips 


Failure to defend against low growth 


DARKTRACE 
Market cap Annual pre-tax 
£2.59 billion profit $41.1m 


onvincing corporate 

c-suites of its skill in 

defending against “novel 

attacks” is a crucial part of 

Darktrace delivering on its 
growth ambitions. More recently, the 
cybersecurity group has faced 
external threats of its own. 

Annual figures do not offer a 
definitive riposte to the doubters. A 
change in the way commission is 
paid to salespeople will hit free 
cashflow and margins this year, 
causing management to lower 
guidance for the margin it generates 
on adjusted earnings before interest, 
taxes and other charges to 17-19 per 
cent. The impact should be a one-off. 

A slowdown in annualised 
recurring revenue (ARR) growth, a 
measure of contracted revenues, is 
more telling of a challenging trading 
environment. ARR rose just under 
30 per cent last year, lower than the 
42 per cent last year. This year that 
metric is to fall to 21-23 per cent at 
constant currency rates. 

Companies are becoming more 
reluctant to take up a trial of 
Darktrace’s products, which it seeks 
to differentiate from those of other 
providers through its use of artificial 
intelligence. For now, tighter IT 
budgets have trumped the AI buzz 
that has grown louder over the past 
12 months. Darktrace is also gaining 
new customers at a slower rate. 


ASHMORE 
Dividend yield Annual net 
8.6 per cent outflows $11.5bn 


shmore is powerless against a 
A stuttering Chinese economy 

and the rapid tightening in US 
monetary policy that has seen 
investors pull cash out of emerging 
markets. 

Net outflows totalled $11.5 billion 
last year for the EM specialist, which 
pushed assets under management 
down another 13 per cent to 
$55.9 billion at the end of June. Costs 
declined by a much lower degree, 
which eroded the profit margin. 

A bias towards fixed-income 


Chasing shadows 


Share price 


Source: FactSet 
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Hold 
The shares trade at a 


discount to their historical 
average but it is justified by 
lower sales growth 


Almost $144 million in net new 
contracted revenue was added last 
year, 0.4 per cent lower than the year 
before. There was also a slight uptick 
in the client churn rate to 6.8 per 
cent, from 6.6 per cent. 

Squeezing more out of its existing 
customers provided some offset 
against weaker client wins. But this 
year, management thinks the value 


strategies, which accounted for 

86 per cent of assets at the end of 
September, has made Ashmore more 
vulnerable to investors seeking 
seemingly less risky assets such as 
US Treasuries or similar investments 
offering reasonable yields. 

There are signs that the stream of 
cash flowing out is starting to slow. 
Net outflows were heavily weighted 
towards the first six months of the 
year, with only a third being pulled in 
the second half. Forecasts on when 
Ashmore may return to positive 
inflows vary. The brokerage Panmure 
Gordon thinks it may come in the 
second half of this financial year but 
bearish analysts at Numis anticipate 
net outflows until at least 2025. 


ARR* growth 
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“Annualised Recurring Revenue 


64% 


**guidance 


of the contracted revenue being 
added could fall by up to 8 per cent, 
and at best, be 1 per cent higher. 
Contract pricing has held up 
“pretty well”, according to Poppy 
Gustafsson, the Darktrace chief, but 
the extent to which there is an 
inflation link built into the life of the 
average three-year contract varies. 
Investors have tempered their 
growth expectations. An enterprise 
value equivalent to 3.8 times forward 
sales is down from a multiple of five 
this time last year. Its earnings 
multiple has fallen by an even 
greater degree, to about 17 forecast 
earnings before interest, taxes and 
other charges. Still, Darktrace 
remains one of the few of the crop of 


Looking ahead, there are some 
encouraging signs for Ashmore. US 
inflation is cooling and some 
developing nations are starting to cut 
interest rates. But the worsening 
health of the Chinese economy is the 
biggest shadow looming over any 
potential improvement in sentiment 
towards emerging markets. 

Ashmore is focused on self-help, 
including attempts to diversify 
further into equities and alternatives. 

Equities are just $6.2 billion, or 
l per cent, but its finance chief Tom 
Shippey thinks an increase to 
$20 billion or 20 to 25 per cent of 
assets under management is feasible. 
There would be a clear margin 
benefit to adding more flavour to the 


2021 whose shares are above the IPO 
price, just. 

Darktrace is not relying on the 
macro picture improving to meet its 
annual ARR guidance for 21-23 per 
cent growth. But it is banking on the 
second half of this financial year 
doing more of the heavy lifting than 
usual, which should put investors on 
higher alert. That rests on the launch 
of its new Prevent and Heal products 
gaining traction with customers, as 
well as heavy investment in its sales 
and marketing teams paying off. 

Sales and marketing is a chunky 
cost for Darktrace, equating to more 
than half of revenue generated last 
year. It puts more onus on the group 
to maintain a healthy pace of 
revenue growth if it is to hit a target 
of achieving an operating margin in 
the mid-20s, or else rein in its costs. 
True, revenue growth meant the 
margin improved last year, but at 15.1 
per cent it is some way off its target. 

An EY audit of Darktraces 
accounting practices helped reassure 
investors this year after a second 
short-seller attack on the company. 
But sizeable stakes still held by Mike 
Lynch, the tech entrepreneur who is 
facing fraud charges in the US 
relating to the 2011 sale of a previous 
company, Autonomy, along with his 
wife, Angela Bacares, is an unhelpful 
overhang to the shares. Lynch denies 
all the charges. 

Showing that it can push revenue 
forward at a faster pace than costs 
this year and move closer towards its 
margin target, will help vindicate 
Darktrace in the eyes of the market. 


asset mix — alternatives carry a 
management fee margin of 140 basis 
points, more than three times the 
30 to 45 basis points Ashmore earns 
on fixed income. 

When flows turn, the improvement 
in the margin should be speedy, but 
timing remains uncertain. That is not 
risk reflected in a forward earnings 
ratio of 15, bang in line with the ten 
years since the last taper tantrum. 


Avoid 
: Shares not cheap 


enough to compensate for 
risk of more heavy outflows 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


EV production begins 


Electric vehicle production has 
started at Stellantiss £100 million 
factory in Ellesmere Port, 
Cheshire, in the UK5 only 
dedicated EV manufacturing 
plant. Electric vans such as the 
Vauxhall Combo Electric, Opel 
Combo Electric, Peugeot e- 
Partner, Citroen e-Berlingo and 
Fiat E-Doblo will be made at the 
site. Kemi Badenoch, the business 
secretary, said: “We are ensuring 
the UK remains at the forefront 
of automotive innovation as 

well as securing jobs in this 
critical industry and its wider 


supply chain.” 


VPI's profits treble 


The UK power plant business 
controlled by commodities giant 
Vitol enjoyed a trebling of profits 
last year as it benefited from high 
and volatile electricity prices. VPI 
Holding, majority owned by the 
Swiss trading group, reported 
adjusted profits of £643.9 million 
in 2022, up from £222.4 million a 
year earlier. VPI operates five 
power plants in Britain: four gas- 
fired stations that it acquired 
from Drax in early 2021, plus one 
combined heat and power plant 
at Immingham, Lincolnshire. 


Jefferson’s bank role 


Philip Jefferson, a Federal 
Reserve governor, was yesterday 
confirmed by a vote in the US 
Senate to become vice-chairman 
of America’s powerful central 
bank. In his new role Jefferson, 
61, will work closely with the Fed 
chairman Jerome Powell on 
policy alternatives before each 
rate-setting meeting attended by 
the full panel of 19 members. 
Policymakers are widely expected 
to leave the rate in its current 
range of 5.25 to 5.5 per cent at 
their next meeting in two weeks. 


Swiss regulator quits 


The head of Switzerland's 
financial watchdog, Finma, has 
resigned nearly six months after 
the regulator was criticised for 
failing to prevent the collapse of 
Credit Suisse. Urban Angehrn, 
who has led the regulator since 
November 2021 and will step 
down at the end of September 
2023, said he was quitting for 
health reasons saying “the high 
and permanent stress level had 
consequences”. Birgit 
Rutishauser, deputy chief 
executive, will act as interim boss. 
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Markets Business 


Aristocratic 
estate in 
rude health 


ne of London’s 
aristocratic 
landowning 


families banked a 
£50 million dividend 
last year after a jump 
in rental income across 
its Marylebone 
properties (Tom 
Howard writes). 

The dividend paid to 
the family, led by Hazel 
Czernin, 88, the tenth 
Baroness Howard de 
Walden, was 
£10 million more 
than they received in 
2022. The family 
owns more than 800 


ET 


buildings across 95 
acres in central 
London, at the heart of 
which sits Harley 
Street, which remains 
the place to be for 
upmarket healthcare 
businesses, above. 

Howard de Walden 
Estates's rental income 
rose 9.2 per cent to 
£147.8 million in the 
year to the end of 
March 2023. 

About 40 per cent of 
the estate's portfolio is 
rented to medical 
companies and 
professionals. 


HARLEY 
STREET W1 


CITY OF WESTMINSTER 


PA ARCHIVE 


zl 


Residential and 
office each account for 
about a fifth of the 
portfolio, with the 
remainder mainly 
retail units. 

Mark Kildea, chief 
executive, said the 
estate was benefitting 
from a decision that it 
made in the pandemic 
to provide "significant 
investment into 
refurbishing and 
redeveloping 
buildings". 

Despite the record 
turnover, the estate fell 
to a pre-tax loss of 

£102.3 million, which 
included a near- 
£200 million 
writedown of the 
value of its portfolio, 
which is now worth 
£4.45 billion. 


The day's biggest movers 


Bakkavor spices up appeal 
with a pleasing delivery 


Jessica Newman Market report 


tasty set of half-year 
numbers wetted investors’ 
appetite for Bakkavor. The 
actions taken by the 
provider of fresh prepared 
food, whose customers include Tesco, 
Marks & Spencer and Morrisons, to 
drive operational improvements, with 
higher prices and a volume recovery 
in China, resulted in a 74 per cent 
rise in like-for-like revenue to 
£1.09 billion in the six months to July 1. 
The removal of pandemic 
restrictions drove sales in China up 
35 per cent on a like-for-like basis, 
leading to reduced operating losses, 
while it noted that it had also seen 
inflationary pressures in the US and 
UK ease. Because of the "improved 
strength" of its financial position, 
Bakkavor declared an interim 


Wall Street report 
Stronger-than-expected services 
sector data pushed indices lower for 
a second day over concerns that still 
sticky inflation means rates will stay 
higher for longer. The Dow Jones 
industrial average fell 198.78 points, 
or 0.6 per cent, to 34,443.19. 


dividend of 2.91p apiece. With bosses 
expecting positive momentum to 
continue in the second half they now 
reckon adjusted operating profits will 
now be "at least in line with" last 
year’s profits of £89.4 million, about 
£4 million ahead of consensus 
estimates. The shares closed up 2p, or 
2 per cent, at 10lp last night. 
Bakkavor defied a depressing day of 
trading on Londons wider market as 
investors continued to be consumed 
by fears over the global economy. The 
FTSE 100, down for a third day in a 
row, dipped 11.79 points, or 0.2 per 
cent, to 7426.14, while the more UK- 
focused FTSE 250 slid 39.60 points, 


SUPPORT SERVICES 


HMRC win restores Restore 


contract 
worth up to 
£140 million has 


been awarded to 
Restore by HMRC, 
sending shares in the 
support services 
company to their 
highest level in two 
months (Jessica 
Newman writes). 

As part of the deal 
with HMRC, which is 
expected to start this 
month and will span 
between five and 
seven years, Restore, 
which is listed on 
Aim, will manage 
outbound print and 
messaging services, 
which will be 
subcontracted to two 
strategic partners, as 
well as the inbound 


soured sentiment towards airline 
stocks this side of the Atlantic. Shares 
in the British Airways owner IAG fell 
6p, or 3.7 per cent, to 153%p, while 
Wizz Air lost 107p, or 4.9 per cent, to 
£20.90 and easyJet descended 14%p, 


or 33 per cent, to 42Ip. 


A lack of earnings upgrade 
overshadowed WH Smith’s positive 
trading update, causing shares in the 
retailer to stumble 94p, or 6.3 per 
cent, to £13.90. Investors preferred 
other retailers such as B&M 
European Value Retail. Shares in the 
discounter rose 9/4p, or 17 per cent, to 
557p after Shore Capital tipped its 
clients to buy shares in the retailer as 


Restore will manage 
outbound print and 
messaging for HMRC 


mailroom and 
scanning services it 
already provides to 
the department. 
Surrey-based 
Restore was founded 
in 2004 as a records 
storage company but 
today plies its trade 
under the information 


earners such 


860/4p. Light 


greenhouses 


just over half 


management tag. For 
the first six months of 
the year it generated 
revenues of 

£139.6 million and a 
pre-tax loss of 

£25.9 million. 

The company added 
that through its 
partnership “it will 
support the 
transformation of 
HMRC' operations 
into a cutting-edge 
digital solution, and at 
the same time, deliver 
from HMRC a 
reduction in paper 
consumption”. 

The shares, worth 
about half of what 
they were this time 
last year, rose 25p, or 
13.9 per cent, to 205p 
on news of the deal. 


weaker pound boded well for dollar- 


as Pearson, which was 


marked up 8p, or 1 per cent, to 


Science Technologies 


shone through the small-cap index 
after the company, which provides 
lighting to grow crops in greenhouses, 
snapped up Tomtech, a UK-based 
specialist in designing, installing and 
controlling systems for commercial 


and polytunnels. News 


of the purchase shot up its shares to 


a penny, or 24.4 per 


cent, to a five-month high of 2%p. 
There was renewed appetite for 

shares in Comptoir Group, which 

owns the Comptoir Libanais chain of 
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Taking care of business 


How alternative 
meditation, chilli sauce 
and expert advice led 
to the launch of two 
thriving UK ventures 


fter almost two 
decades working 

in TV production, 
where 18-hour shifts 
and lam WhatsApp 


messages are the norm, : 


Nina Elegba was burnt out. One of 
the coping mechanisms she turned 
to was meditation. But not the 
“legs crossed, eyes closed" kind 

- this was much more active. 

“T used to be so energised that 
lying down and doing traditional 
meditation didn’t work,” says 
Elegba. “I found that doing pottery 
or marbling helped me channel 
my energy and create the stillness 
and mindfulness I craved.” 

Recess Living, Elegba’s creative 
wellness events company, was 
taking shape. Having left the world 
of TV production, she started 
running workshops that harness 
the power of creative play to help 
stressed-out workers relax, 
unwind and ease the effects of 
burnout. But the switch from 
working full-time for someone 
else to owning your own business 
isn’t always easy. 

“Nothing can prepare you 
for making that leap,” she says. 
“Starting your own business is 
a bit like ajourney where you 
know the destination but 
you have to build the map from 
scratch and have blind faith.” 

As a partner of Mastercard's 
Strive UK programme, non-profit 
organisation Be the Business 
is ona mission to help business 
leaders from a minority ethnic 
background, like Elegba, 
thrive in the digital economy. 

So it was serendipitous when 
Be the Business joined one of 
Recess Living’s workshops and 
told Elegba about the support 
available to her. 

“Being a solo founder is 
challenging when you're used 
to working as part of a team," 
says Elegba. "At the start it was 
just me, myself and I, so I joined the 
Be the Business Boards programme. 


ve 
- . 
& 


Striving for success: 
Nina Elegba, founder 
of Recess Living; and 
Caitlin La, founder of 
Boat People Sauce 


Now I basically have a board 
with five different mentors from 
backgrounds in things like HR, 
banking and sales, plus another 


- and five heads are definitely 
better than one.” 
The board of mentors helped 


: Elegba finalise Recess Living’s 
: transition from consumer-facing 


i brand to B2B. It also helped her to 
; understand how to bring her service 


~ 


i toa new market and what revenue 
! streams she could tap into, as 


well as the potential to evolve the 
firm into an employee-wellbeing 

consultancy. It has already made 

a difference to her bottom line 

- she says Q4 of 2022 was up 

40 per cent on the year before. 

Elegba is not alone in getting this 

vital support on her entrepreneurial 


; journey. Mastercard Strive UK isa 


: philanthropic programme that has 
i already reached one million small 

: businesses. They've had support 

i to establish social media strategies, 
i set up online shops, find new 

i markets and make connections 

i with business experts and 

i advisory boards. 


As well as Be the Business, 


i Mastercard’s Strive UK programme 
: also works with two other partners 
i to support entrepreneurs: Digital 

i Boost and Enterprise Nation. 


Aimed at businesses with fewer 


: than ten employees, the programme 
; supports entrepreneurs across 

i arange of sectors, including food 

i and beverage, health and fitness, 

B media, business services and more. 


"Running a business is really 


i lonely,” says Anthony Impey, 

: CEO of Be the Business. “You have 
; a huge amount of responsibility 

; and the level of jeopardy is 

i significant. With a bit of support 

i and guidance these businesses 

i can succeed and improve their 

: productivity. But all businesses 

i are different, so a cookie-cutter 

! response doesn't work. 


founder.It'sa unique opportunity : 


i | "We offer a pool of experts — 

: through our board and mentorship 
i programmes - to help business 

i leaders face the biggest challenges." 
By partnering with Mastercard's 

i Strive UK programme, Be the 


: Business is able to support even more 


: ethnic minority business leaders 

i and meet its mission of increasing 
; small business productivity. 

i "There are a lot of start-ups run 

! by entrepreneurs from an ethnic 


“Suddenly I 
“had someone to 
“help with things 
“like business 


“structure” 


i minority background, but far fewer 
: of them grow into established 

i businesses than non-ethnic 

; minority led firms,” says Impey. 

: The biggest challenge faced by 

: Caitlin La in starting and growing 

i her business was simply knowing 

i what to do beyond having created 

i her product. “The idea was to 

: bring Vietnamese culture and 

i food into the household rather 

: than into restaurants,” says the 

: founder of Boat People Sauce. 

: “The influence for the sauces 

; came from my grandparents but 

: [had no idea what to do next. 

i How could I sell a product?” 

i La heard about the Mastercard 

i Strive UK programme from other 

: entrepreneurs already enrolled. She 
: joined and received crucial support 
i from Enterprise Nation, another 

: partner of the Mastercard Strive UK 


: programme. “Suddenly I had someone i 


i to help with things like business 
: structure,” says La. “I’ve never run 
: a company before so I had no idea 


i about all the elements that make one | 


ILLUSTRATION BY CATHERINE PEARSON 


i - things like setting the company up, 
; accounting, data protection and even 
: what to do once I'd sold a product." 


One of the breakthrough 


i moments for La came when, during 
: the programme, she was given the 

i opportunity to open a pop-up shop 

: on Oxford Street through a company 
: called Sook, which repurposes 

; empty shops for start-ups. 


"It was an amazing chance to 


! expose the product to more people, 

i and talk to people face to face and 

: show them how to use the sauces,” 

: she says. “It inspired me to include 

i market stalls in my business model, 
: because they enable me to introduce 
i customers to the unique flavours of 
i the sauces and get them hooked." 


WHY JOIN MASTERCARD'S 
STRIVE UK PROGRAMME? 


@ Access free support 

€ Build a personalised business 
action plan 

@ Connect with experts in 
strategy, marketing, technology, 
finance and more 

@ Work with your own board of 
experienced business people, 
connect with a mentor and 
get free technology advice 


To find out more about the work 
Mastercard Strive UK and its partners 


do - and to access the free support 
yourself — visit mastercard.co.uk/strive 


strive 
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Income R Inc #@ 214.20 187 4.09 
Monthly Dist RInc#@ 62.67 -010 505 
Strategic Assets R Acc #@ 89.82 +0.24 m 
Strategic Bond R M Acc $@94.35 -0.18 397 
Strategic Bond R M Inc +@ 48.54 -0.09 407 
Strategic Bond R Q Acc #G 94.18 -018 407 
Strategic Bond R Q Inc +Q 48.29 -009 415 
UK Growth R Acc#@ — 722.00 -M26 213 
UK Smaller Cos R Acc (1759.49. -966 154 
UK Special Sits R Acc #Q 697.33 -5.19 - 


AXA FRAMLINGTON UNIT MGMT LTD 


Yid 

Sell Buy +- 5 
HALIFAX INVESTMENT FUND MGRS LTD 
01296 386 386 
Authorised Inv Funds 
Share Class `C 
Corporate Bond #@ 31,47 -007 351 
Ethical $@ 11420 -0.80 020 
European id 11190 -0.70 194 
Far Eastern $ 11170 -030 342 
Fund of Inv Tst #@ 135.20 -0.70 0.60 
Intl Gwth = 13220 -050 138 
Japanese 7612 +045 141 
North Amer + 161.20 -0.60 035 
Smaller Cos #@ 100.80 -050 162 
Special Sits +@ 48.21 -0.51 p 
UK Equity Inc 3 89.35 -0.85 399 
UK FTSE 100 IT £@ 69.33 -0.68 
UK FTSE All-S IT 500 7189 -0.72 
UK Growth #@ 8142 -0.72 


HSBC GLOBAL ASSET MGMT (UK) LTD 
Enq: 0845 745 6123 Dlg: 0845 745 6126 Mon-Fri 8-6 
HSBC Index Tracker Investment Funds (OEIC) 


Amer Ind Acc #@ 995.54 -464 124 
Amer Ind Inc i 789.03 -368 245 
Euro Ind Acc (i 119231 -904 263 
Euro Ind Inc 46 742.70 -564 270 
FTSE 100 Ind Acc #@ 274.52 -2.76 

FTSE 100 Ind Inc +@ 122.60 -1.23 E 
FTSE 250 Ind Acc#@ — 279.60 483 362 
FTSE 250 Ind Inc +@ 166.49 109 307 
FTSE All-S Acc $@ 696.87 -6.58 ed 
FTSE All-S Inc 3 346.24 327 

Jap Ind Acc 15184 3152 188 
Jap Ind Inc £d 116.07 +116 192 
Pac Ind Acc #@ 492.27 -088 348 
Pac Ind Inc $(à 298.98 -053 361 


HSBC Investment Funds (OEIC) - Retail Share Class 


Dling: 0845 602 1952 Priv Clients: 0845 777 5511 à m an m 
Equity Inc 572.40 -270 48 | Corp Bd Acc #@ 261.16 -059 512 
Gilt Acc @ 20130 21180 +010 108 | Corp Bd Inc#@ 99.47 -022 356 
Gilt Inc @ 7435 7824 -039 109 | Gilt &Fd Int Acc#@ — 49778 +162. 
Health Acc #@ 2994.00 " -32.00 - Gilt & Fd Int Inc +@ 7417 +0.24 T 
Jap Smlr Co Ac @ 6256 — 6609 — -019 030 | Income Aci@ 699.18 -653 420 
Managed Inc 3 13830 " = 420 | nomelnc#é 28028 26 43 
Monthly Inc Inc #8 200.80 -0.70 Monthly Inc Acc #@ — 31341 1077 32 
UK Growth Inc#@ 206.00 -140 Monthly Inc Inc #@ 123.76 -088 409 
UK Select Opps Inc #G 1792.00 -12.00 UK Grth & Inc Ret B Acc #@142.61 -1.29 is 
UK Smi Cos Inc #@ ^ — 249.80 -0.70 UK Grth & Inc Ret B Inc $061.57 -056 
UK Gth & IncAcc#@ — 14261 429 
UKGth &IncInc#@ — 6157 -0.56 
AXA FUND MANAGERS LTD 
Admin & Enq 0117 989 0808 HSBC Specialist Investment Funds (OEIC) 
AXA Trusts American Index Retail Acc $0995.54 -46A 124 
Gen Acca 2101.00 +6.00 American Index Retail Inc +@789.03 368 245 
Gen Inc $G 1079.00 200 Asian Gth Acc $0 147.77 -0.07 
Asian Gth Inc 3Q 130.99 0.06 
Chinese Eq Acc 2@ 513.81 +027 040 
* E 
UK/Global Investment Companies gims Ea Ta ae 32 s 
Euro Acc A 1 23470 .. 118 | EurGthinciG 817.05 +339 044 
Extra Inc Inc B #@ 86.74 3024 116 
Global Gwth AccR#@ — 288.10 +410 052 
Japan Acc A i 16230 +220 151 | IGNIS ASSET MGMT 
PacGwth AA iQ 479.80 -17.60 230 | Dlg:0141 2228282 
American GthInc@ 322.55 340.42 334 
Balanced Growth@ 26217 27669 -0.93 
Balanced Growth Acc @ 393.13 414.92 -140 " 
CIS UNIT MANAGERS LTD Corporate Bond (d 99.69 . 089 47 
08457 46 46 46 European Growth @ 403.88 42626 — -357 
European Gwth #@ — — 206.80 -130 169 | European Growth Acc@ 475.71 50207 — 42 — 
Sus Leaders #@ 763.10 8.50 Glob Gwth @ 33153 3990 — 30 012 
UK Growth #è 600.80 610... | HicherYieldé 8398 8864 -029 448 
UK Income 3G 19730 -130 504 | Higher Yield Acc@ — 27504 20028 — 092 — 
Japan 4906 51/8 -003 ou 
Managed @ 13089 13815 -006 0.66 
Managed Trust @ 7196 76.96 01 
CLOSE FUND MANAGEMENT LTD Mngd Pfolio Inc @ 9554 10084 011... 
0870 606 6402 Pacific Grth @ 498.71 52634 -281 134 
Beacon Inv 4 8488 +035 Smaller Comp @ 75624 79814 +1.64 
Smaller Cos @ 628.94 66379 136 
Dealing: 020 7426 6232 INSIGHT INVESTMENT FDS MANAGEMENT LTD 
Winchester $ 3663.53 -408 099 | Client Servs: 0207 163 4000 


COLUMBIA THREADNEEDLE INVESTMENTS 


Enqs: 0870 601 6183 Dealing: 0870 601 6083 
Share Class 1 - Retail 


Corporate Bd #@ 49.99 -0.31 157 
Emerging Mkts +@ 116.50 -0.50 m 
Euro Gwth 6 Inc1#G — 1241.00 -7.00 0.09 
Extra Inc Bond #Q 43,59 -0.05 178 
FTSE All-Shr Track #@ — 413.50 -4.00 

Global Gwth SCI +@ 304.20 m -2.20 " 
High Inc Trst @ 11.09 11.68 -0.01 5.41 
Max Inc Bond +@ 43.06 -0.05 3.0 
Multi Man Caut #@ 7041 318 
Multi Man Distr #@ 60.44 EHE 
North Amer +@ 889.00 -3.80 m 
Pacific Gwth 5( 465.80 -190 004 
Strategic Bd +@ 193.00 -030 133 
UK Equity £@ 3446.00 “200 

UK Gwth & Inc Acc 14 658.50 " 

UK Gwth &IncDist iQ — 234.70 m " 
UK Smaller Cos #@ 964.50 4.20 020 
EDENTREE INV MGMT LTD 

0800 358 3010 

Resp & Sust Sterling Bond 182.03 -011 43 
Resp & Sust Eurp Eq — 322.60 -2.00 206 
Resp & Sust Glbl Eq? — 336.60 -200 " 
Resp & Sust Mad Income 5115.20 -0.70 513 
Resp & Sust UKEq? — 21200 -1.70 

Resp & Sust UK Equity Opps $266.10 -2.40 


FIDELITY INTERNATIONAL 


Private Clnts 0800 414161 Broker Digs 0800 414181 


Amer Spec Sits #@ 2291.00 -21.00 
American (d 5658.00 -18.00 
Euro Opps #@ 565.60 320 
European #Q 3478.00 -21.00 
Extra Incom 2170 -0.05 
Glob Spec Sits 5635.00 -30.00 
Global Focus #@ 2930.00 -20.00 
International #G 149.50 +0.20 
Japan #@ 602.10 +3.50 
Moneybldr Bal 2@ 41.07 m -0.25 
Moneybldr Glob 327.60 — 327.60 -0.10 
Moneybldr Gwth =@ 76.12 -0.95 
Moneybldr Inc +@ 2791 -0.05 
Moneybldr UK Ind #@ — 12726 121 
Special Sits (d 4404.00 a 300 
Wealthbuilder 69.75 72.18 +0.53 


032 
0.83 
6.06 


0.08 
0.74 
4.16 
0.21 


499 


Insight Investment Multi-Manager Funds 


Yid Yid 
Sell Buy — v — & Sel — By akou 
Global Special Situations A Acc 1033974 -294 — .. | USSmCosAAcc#@ — 97620 “14.00 
Global Special Situations A Inc 5626226 228 02 
Managed Growth A Acc #@264.80 -0.57 m 
Monthly High Income A Acc #024345 +043 354 
Monthly High Income A Inc : (063.17 +0.01 501 
Multi-Asset Protector A Acc +@166.99 -0.07 092 
Strategic Bond A Acc tà. 244.54 +0.19 196 JUPITER UT MGRS LTD 
Strategic Bond A Inc #@ 119.47 +0.09 332 020 7581 3020 
Target Return A Acc 2@ 10203 +044 082 
Target Return AlncQ — 87.63 +0.01 087 | Absolute Return #@ 3171 002 n 
UK Alpha A Ace IG 262276 3756 Distribution and Growth 3096.53 235 267 
UK Blue Chip A AciQ 7701 315 Emg Euro Opps #@_145.34 315 
UK Smaller Companies A Ac 10/80894 -9.01 Euro Special Sits #@ ASLI 268 
UK Smaller Companies A Inc 5306483. -8.08 European +@ 2919.23 BA 
ES : Financial Opps#@ —— 71330 323 18 
UK Special Situations A Acc 5642058. -421 lice TASE FE a EXTR 
UK Special Situations A Inc 050823 510 Men Bal o ta BLT? A 
Merlin Gwth (Ac) #@ — 553.10 AN = 
Merlin Inc (Acc) #@ — 33908 036 312 
Merlin Wwide (Inc) iQ — 394.84 -1.00 E 
UK Growth 3G 25140 -182 089 
UK Special Sits (Inc) #@ 204.67 13 


For ISIS Asset Mgmt see F&C Fd Mgmt Ltd (OEICS) 
JANUS HENDERSON INVESTORS 
Investors Serv: 0800 832 832 Ding: 0845 946 4646 


All Stks Credit A Inc # 109.40 -030 250 
Asian Div Inc U Trst Inc $873.72 -014 588 | LEGAL & GENERAL (UT MGRS) LTD 
Cautious Man Fd A Acc $0275.50 -160 325 | Enquiries: 0870 050 0955 Dealing: 0870 050 0956 
Cautious Man Fd A Inc 133.40 -080 331 
China Opp Fund A Acc (1073.00 -900 030 Equity Acc @ 2616.00 2639.00 ^ -8.00 
Emg Mkts Opps Fd A Acc $@191.20 -060 0.77 Equity Dist @ 893.80 — 902.00 -2.70 
Erpn Grth Fund A Acc #@ 299.10 -220 116 | Eurolnd Acc #@ 528.50 320 
Erpn Sel Opps Fd A Acc $232.00 -B00 ogg | Euro Ind Inc$@ 338.00 T. 
Fix Int Mnthly Inc Fd Acc $627.72 -014 450 | Fed Int Acc +@ 127.60 -030 29 
Global Equity Fund Acc +@4308.00 Gm. | Faet nt Dist at 082 288 
Global Equity Income A Inc 063.77 -050 334 lob Gwth Ace @ ^ d Lx ^ 
Glob Health AccQ — 10890 . 030 083 
Global Tech A Acci — 3388.00 20 — | Teh Ac tè TES PE ERT 
Insti UK Idx Opps A Acc $0112.46 A09 296 | Gwin Tstacc@ Me STO T 
M-Asset Abs Ret A Act #G161.10 010 08 | igh inc Acc sè n aaa Ea 
M-Man Active Fd A Act $0257.30 aN . | Japan ind Aci ARS 049 18 
M-Man Inc Grth A Inc 2@ 142.80 -050 327 | pacific ind Acc =@ 196.70 - o 470 309 
MeMan Inc Grth Fd A Acc $0187.00 060 314 | UKI00 Ind Acc @ 18090 18090 — «090 
Sterling Bond U Trst Acc $197.90 -050 220 | UK Active Opps Acc@ 24930 25290 — -0.10 
Sterling Bond U Trst Inc 4053.36 -015 223 | UK Index Aceif 341.00 330 
Strategic Bond A Inc+@ — 96.89 -053 318 UK Index Dist #@ 162.00 -1.50 Hu 
UK Abs Ret Fd A Acc #G 17130 -040 065 | USind Acid 8730 +170 086 
UK Alpha Fund A Acc #€ 130,80 -0.80 Worldwide Ac #G 338.10 -0.90 080 


Stocks & shares 
not cutting it? 


Discover the profitable world of 
buying and storing whisky with 
returns of between 8 to 1296 
per annum. 


Get in touch to find out more. 


Call 020 8154 5219 


Lines open Mon-Fri 8am-7pm, Sat 9am-3pm. 


seeking financial advice before investing. 


E 


4 


S 


Asset values can go down as well as up. We recommend 


Well Bldr Bal Acc i? 96.05 -032 
Well Bldr Gwth Aci — 93.79 -036 
INVESCO FUND MGRS LTD 


Dling: 0800 085 8571 Inv Serv: 0800 085 8677 


Brkr Serv: 0800 028 2121 
INVESCO Funds 


ie ar 
Es 


UK Str Inc N/TH#@ — 32257 -012 

BENE UK Irsh Sm Co Fd A Acc $0742.50 LO AN 

Childrens Acc #@ 451.84 -538 232 | UK Property AAcc@ — 26495 278.15 +001 

Corp Bond Acc Gi 195.09 -043 323 | UK Property Alnc@ — 10530 11107 m 

High Income Inc#G — 305.15 -327 406 | US Growth Fund A Acc +@1909.00 . 800 

Income &GrthInc3Q — 40175 33 33 

Income Inc +@ 121291 -1322 340 

Money Acc £@ 94.37 +001. 

Monthly Inc Plus Inc#G ` 89.23 019 627 

UK Aggressive Inc #@ — 154.28 024 

UK Growth Acc #@ 891.16 787 JP MORGAN ASSET MGMT 

UK Sml Cos Eqty Acc #@ 1259.22 724 OEIC 

UK SmI Cos Gwth £@ — 8254 +0.04 Asia A Acc tQ 259.00 22) 
Emerging Mkts iG 261.50 B0 ou 
Eur Dyn (ex-UK) A Acc 4@270.30 +470 047 

INVESTEC FUND MGRS Euro Smllr Cos 1d 864.00 740. 

Broker Suppo! id Dealing: 020 7597 1900 Europe A Acc id 173400 33500 135 

OEIC Series ILI, & Iv Gbl Hi Yld Bd A Au #Q — 11730 +110 530 

American A Aa 75045 -186 GbI Hi Yid Bd A Inc $@ — 3089 +0.29 545 

Asia ex Japan A Acc #G 702.68 -3.66 Glex-UK Bd A Act #@ — 25740 070 n 

Capital Accumulator A Acc $231.48 381. | GlexUKBdAInc#@ 19680 -050 

Cautious Managed A Acc 40370.62 -103 191 | GlbFinsAAcc#@ — 107700 +L00 

Cautious Managed A Inc 2@230.65 -0.65 18 Global A Acc 2@ 2049.00 +11.00 

Diversified Growth A Acc 1122.50 -043 051 | Japan A Acc té 516.80 +6.20 

Diversified Growth A Inc 0129.50 -045 001 | Multi-Man Tst A Acc #Q1268.00 +16.00 

Diversified Income A Acc 320.24 -043 289 | Multi-Man Tst A Inc iQ 1127.00 +15.00 

Diversified Income A Inc (66.52. -0.08 432 | Nat Resources iQ 951.20 DUE NN 

Emerging Mkts Blended Debt A Acc $6113.70 -0.28. New Europe A #( 155.70 +12.00 211 

Emerging Mis Blended Det AK Gross #12542 +020 Portfolio i 295.60 +0.40 058 

Emerging Mkts Blended Debt A Inc $063.01 -015 Stg Corp BI A Acc$@ 85.59 03 114 

Emerging Mkts Equity A Acc $0145.96 -048 — .. | StpCopBdAlnciQ 4830 008 114 

Eg Mkts Local Cur Debt A Acc 0183.83 -135 512 | UKAct350AAcc#@ — 19900 -220 

Eig Mkts Local Curr Debt A Inc: 06872 -050 7.00 | UKDynamicAcc#@  — 20670 +430 

Eng Mkts Local Curr Debt Goss Ac 249 -005 542 | UK Dynamic Inc#@ 148.20 310 

Enhanced Natural Resources A Acc $0134.24 -125 m UK Equity A Acc #@ 401.90 +0.60 

Global Bond A Act #@ — 13930 +403 082 | UKEquityAlnctG 46.44 40.07. 

Global Bond A Inc #G — 10933 300 082 | UK Eqy & Bd Inc Acc #@ 167.10 -020 34 

Global Bond | Gross Inc +@1167.00 +2978 125 | UKEgy&BdlncinciQ — 9029 -048 350 

Global Dynamic A Acc #@ 193.61 «195 047 | UK Higher Inc A Acc: 1132.00 DA NM 

Global Energy A Acc #@ 17037 “114. | UK Higher Inc A Inc #@ 53130 30 7 0. 

Global Equity A Acc3Q ` 234.83 -143 03 | UKSmCosAkcié — 56330 47.00 034 

Global Franchise A Acc 0318.70 -055 UK Str Eq Inc A Acc#@ 19730 43.50 

Global Free Enterprise A Acc 18129352 -759 — .. | UKStrEqIncAInc#@ 10050 +177 

Global Gold A Acc #@ — 17730 -243 092 | USAMc:G 1036.00 +25.00 


Whisky Partners is the trading name of Blackford Casks 
Ltd (reg no 12348943) 134/136 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1W 9SA. Copyright Blackford Casks Ltd. 


M & G SECURITIES 
Enq: 0800 390 390 Dealing Line: 0800 328 3196 
Authorised Inv Funds 


Charifund Inc = 1375.24 -20.62 6.08 
Sterling Class A Investment Funds 1 

Euro Smlr Cos Acc = 525.29 -339 

Euro Smir Cos Inc $ 462.50 3.00 
Sterling Class A Investment Funds 2 

Extra Income Inc + 641.99 -4.28 590 
Gilt & Fxd Int Inc * 70.66 -0.05 328 
GI Hi Yd Bd Inc $ 38.88 -0.07 5.90 
Index Linked Bd Inc? — 106.56 -0.26 a 
Index Trckr Inc = 73.60 -0.69 " 
Short Dated Corp Bd Inc € 24.68 . 348 
UK Select A Inc + 2642.88 -26.75 
Sterling Class A Investment Funds 3 

Corp Bd A Inc = 32.43 -0.05 434 
Dividend Inc = 48.52 -0.43 647 
Recovery A Inc £ 101.71 -0.92 m 
Sml Cos Inc + 316.20 -071 28 
Sterling Class A Investment Funds 4 

Episode Allocation A Inc $@137.72 -0.49 
MARKS & SPENCER UNIT TRUST LTD 

0808 005 5555 

High Income 84.10 84.10 -0.30 4.60 
High Income Acc 241.20 — 24120 -0.80 447 
UK 100 Comp Acc @ 453.90 — 453.90 -0.90 298 
UK 100 Cos @ 218.10 — 218.10 -040 305 
UK Select Pflo @ 328.80 — 328.80 -0.70 329 
UK Selection Port Acc @ 691.90 — 691.90 -14 368 
Worldwide Mad Acc@ 949.00 — 949.00 150 154 
Wwide Mad @ 54950 54950 -0.90 056 


Yid Yid 
Sell — By +>  % Sell Buy akou 
MORGAN STANLEY INVESTMENT MGMT LTD SVS BROWN SHIPLEY FUNDS 
Enquires: 0800 0961 962 Enquiries:0141 222 1151 
The Morgan Stanley Funds (UK) Balanced A Acc t? 136.00 -0.52 
Class A Shares Balanced A Inc $8 120.26 -0.46 1 
Equity Cautious AAcc#@ — 11082 233 19 
Dev Opp Fund F Acci 78837 740 Cautious A Inc #@ 94.55 -028 1.95 
Dev Opp Fund | Acc #@ 783.48 736 — | Dynamic AAcc2@ — 33679 -146 
Glob Bal Inc FF Acc 2@ 93928 -468 429 | Dynamic A Inc 2@ 300.95 -131 
Glob Bal Inc F F Inc #@ 85359 -425 442 | Growth A Acc 2@ 344.48 -147 A 
Glob Bal Inc FI Acci 937.52 468 429 | Income A Acc 2 246.69 -089 186 
Glob Bal Inc Fl Inc#@ — 85239 -425 442 | Sterling Bond Acc #@ — 24237 -028 
Glob Bal Sust F F Acc #@ 940.50 -405 180 | Sterling Bond Incs@ — 97.00 -011 
Glob Bal Sust F F Inc #É 913.77 393 18 
Glob Bal Sust F | Acc #@ 938.96 -405 174 | THREADNEEDLE INVESTMENTS 
Glob Bal Sust F Inc +@ 913.50 -393 174 | Client Serv: 0800 0683000 
Glob Br Eq Inc Fund F Inc 132187 -13.02 402 | Intermediary Serv: 0800 0684000 
Glob Br Eq Inc Fund | Acc 5186183 -1836 399 | Institutional Shares (Class 2) (500000 GBP) 
Glob Br Eq Inc Fund | Inc 58141245 -13.92 420 | Threadneedle UK Eg Opps ns Inc $0127.85 -106 15 
Glob Br Fund | Acc (PH) +@1635.07 -17.61 04 
Glob Br Fund | Acc (PH) #(114020.72 -14731 0J6 | Retail Shares (Class 1) 
Glob Br Fund 1 Inc (PH) £@1554.74 “16.74 0:05 
Glob Br Fund | Inc (PH) #(3822.45 -40.16 077 | Threadneedle HY Bd Rt! Inc $036.62 w 451 
Glob Ins Fund F Acc+@ ` 58656 169 Threadneedle Mthiy Etr Inc Rtl Inc 176,74 -063 368 
Glob Ins Fund F Inc t@ 58656 +169 Threadneedle Sterling CorpBd Ins Inc $051.86 -013 289 
Glob Ins Fund l Acc #@ 58313 +167 Threadneedle SterlingCorpBd RU Inc £51.75 -013 256 
Glob Ins Fund Tinc f6 58:3 tier | Threadneedie Stg Bd Ret Inc Gal 4 -006 257 
Glob Sust Fund F Ac (PH) 50173625 11.87 052 | Threadneedle Strat Bd Ret 1@40.05 -0.06 401 
Glob Sust Fund F Inc +@ 1302.66 1216 053 Threadneedle UK Eq Inc RU Inc 496.24 -096 356 
Glob Sust Fund | Acc 5G 132447 1236 039 | Tetheede UK Granth & Inc RU Inc 309123 238 n 
Glob Sust Fund | Acc (PH) 361223.41. -1185 038 | Threadneedle UK Insti RU 1678.19. 115 190 
dinNUCRE E, Ag oss | Tenes UE Mtl nc Rc £6597 -056 436 
Stg Corp Bond F F Acc $0118.14 -023 372 | Threadneedle UK RH Inc +@133.38 17. 
Stg Corp Bond F F Inc #6 9112 -048 250 | Traded UK Smal Cms Rn £33827 -021 
Stg Corp Bond F | Acc #@2510.24 490 3.46 A . 
Stg Corp Bond F | Inc #1285.28 -251 355 | For Resolution see Ignis 
Sust Fixed Inc Opps F F Acc $0935.60 -076 325 | TU FUND MANAGERS LIMITED 
Sust Fixed Inc Opps F F Inc 881.03 -071 334 | British 98970 88970 — -570 096 
Sust Fixed Inc Opps F 1 Acc 093051. “076 306 | European 21070 21940 — «100 
Sust Fixed Inc Opps FI Inc (880.64 272 33 
US Adv FF Act if — 156206 E» s " 
: ield expressed as CAR (Compound Annual Return); 
US Adv F F Acc (PH) £(@ 895.78 3305 + Ex dividend; #Midle pris .... No significant data. # 
US Adv FI Ace — 166029 +611 Periodic charge deducted from capital; @ Exit charge 
US Adv F I Acc (PH) :Q 93581 320 
SANTANDER UNIT TST MGRS "m 
08457 413002 British funds 
Bal Pfolio Inc $8 110.50 +0.40 i 
Bal Port Gwth Acc #@ — 229.90 -0.60 178 12 month Price Int Yid Grs rd 
Equity Inc Inc £d 192.80 -140 525 | High ^ Low Stock (€ +/- * yid 
NAP UK Gwth Inc#@ — 18280 a. +010 i 
Stkmkt 100 Tkr @ 259.10 25910 -2.00 Index-linked 
UK Growth Acc#@ 462.30 - 280 115.59 9963 TrIL1⁄%27 101.20 - 16 135 096 
UK Growth Inc $G 243.50 “140 11012 9333 TriLOu%28 — 9639 - 200.88 
UEID E ERE 
SCOTTISH MUTUAL INV MNGRS LTD A r IL 02 30 * L2 1i } 
113.29 9061 TriL04+31 95.94 -25.0.65 
0141 248 6100 12541 9908 TrlLIUS 32 10467 - 29 119 072 
European Inc 177700 187348 — «440 i m a a * t LARA ES = 2 18 u 
Far Eastern Inc 58469 617.09 473 142 i TE Ed =! 
WüGowhkc — 3056 40059 «09 075 | 15 97 IEURA. SEC o 19 
Japanese Inc 4185 — 4185 — «043 056 38026 35904 Tr1L20521* 37687 * 10 144 261 
Mutual European 2762.93 290899  -2163 111 nan E: a I t oe ze 8 2 =: a " 1 si 
Mutual Far Eastern — 88850 93773 — -192 117 : 20 TriL Od EP ii 
12516 3266 TriL0%%42 8958 - 28 0.70 124 
Mutual North Am — 198300 209288 +6.3 024 1815 0226 ILA — 2959 200 o T37 
Mutual UK Eq 141940 142880 -1035 113.08 7025 Tril 04546. 7610 - 20  .. 136 
Nth American Inc — 122765 129567 — 728 12981 8078 TriLON4A7 8742 -28 08 136 
i + x TIL 05 = 30, 
UK Equity Inc 56223 59338 — *131 173.95 7264 Trito; 50 80.84 - 34 136 
semseweowsuermusrwas — | PEHR odas te 
0845 300 2244 116.09 6050 TriL 01856 6922 -34 .. 126 
Authorised Inv Funds (OEICs) 13045 94.08 TriL14s37 — 10100 -29 11/ 105 
OEIC A Class 11374 7825 Trib04839 — 8527 -26 .. 116 
1229] 8460 TriL 0440 9171 - 25 118 
VEU sar C "UEM EMBSES 
i ; r IL ous 8 - l ; 
Bal Pot A cte ES s E GOL | A233 M3 Trico 27489 = 37 119 
: 12632 5587 Tril 01465 6695 - 39 in 
152.00 +030 129.79 5465 TriLOu%68 66.48 - 39 107 
@ 28020 +130 
Prog Port A Acc#@ — 26660 +110 
Overseas Growth Investment Funds ad 1 a 
Eur Sel Gth A Acci — 335100 -16.00 214 AB 
474 AB 
Tracker and Specialist Investment Funds - i5 
UK Trkr A Acc £@ 38370 -0.70 . AD 
UK Trkr A Inc 5G 190.10 0.30 mv 
mr 
UK and Income Investment Funds 468 4a 
Corp Bond AAcc#@ — 27490 -080 282 136 
Corp Bond A Inc #€ — 10010 -040 286 i 
Envir Invtr AAcc#@ 36730 -410 185 dB 
HilncBondA AciQ — 23750 0.40. ; 3 o. AA 
HilncBondAInciQ — 6819 AN. 3 33 an 
Hi Res A Acc 4 375.10 -090 398 : 20 463 Ai 
HiRes A Inc 4 1340 030 408 6115 4353 Tr07 46 4659-12... 4.79 
£ M 7013 5106 Tr 15% 47 5340 - M 480 
Safety Plus AAcc#@ — 4049 "nu 7350 50.39 - 09 483 
Strat Inc A AciQ — 18560 -040 380 168 25-1 A 
Strat Inc A Inc 1G 7957 -017 3.88 . EN ! 
UK Gwth A Acci 195.50 040. I5 ER Ee] 
UK Sel Gwth A Acc iG. 2271.00. -9.00 12275 88.48 — 11 166 
46.24 an 28.3 - .05 441 
OEIC B Class 9147 5983 Tr 214% 65 61.55 - 08 45] 
Tracker and Specialist Investment Funds 
UK Trkr B Acc # 423.80 -0.90 Mediums (5-15 years) 
UK Trkr B Inc #@ 189.00 -0.40 93.52 8472 Tr 1%% 28 86.88 - 12 452 
87.71 7821 Tr 0% 29 3036 - 12 426 
UK and Income Investment Funds Be RITON o En o. 446 
i rA - x , 
Corp Bond BAcc#@ — 37070 +0.90 7947 69.25 Tr 0%¢% 31 iy = 15. 447 
Corp Bond B Inc #@ 136.30 +0.30 . T ER . 450 
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Dividend yields Please note that the information in the 
dividend yields column has been suspended due to 
technical problems at Morningstar, the provider. 

12-month high and low High/low prices for UK 
equities are based on closing prices. Investment trust 
high and low prices are based on intra-day figures. 
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released, plus accrued interest, is repaid 
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risks. Find out how much tax-free cash you 
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MAN 


Beauty queen turned 
Hollywood actress 
Margia Dean 
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Dorothy 


Purdew 


Savvy entrepreneur whose desire to lose weight and have a healthier lifestyle led to her establishing the luxury spa chain Champneys 


In her thirties and having given birth to 
two children, Dorothy Purdew wanted 
to lose weight. She joined Weight 
Watchers and, after shedding five stone 
in six months, decided that she could 
use her experience to help others. 

When her application to become a 
group leader with Weight Watchers 
was unsuccessful, she set up a slimming 
club of her own. She called it Weight- 
Guard and with the help of a doctor 
devised her own weight-loss plan. 

“There were just four people and my 
mum at our first meeting,” she recalled. 
“But within six months I had 150 and 
we started going away at weekends 
together. It was like a social club.” 

When she realised some of the over- 
weight women who were attending her 
meetings were not shedding the 
pounds they had hoped, she invited 
them to stay in her Sussex home to 
teach them how to eat healthily, some- 
what to the displeasure of her architect 
husband, Bob. 

“If you want to run a health farm, 
then find one. I am fed up with having 
them in my house,” he told her — and 
so she did just that. 

Having started her first slimming 
club with capital of just £40, it was a 
path that eventually led to her owner- 
ship of the Champneys chain of spas 
with an estimated value of £300 mil- 
lion; a list of wealthy clients including 
celebrities such as David and Victoria 


She believed problems can 
be cured by getting up 
earlier and working harder 


Beckham, Kylie Minogue and Dame 
Helen Mirren; and a retail arm in which 
Champneys vouchers and gift sets have 
become one of the nation’s favourite 
Mothers Day gifts. 

Yet her initial attempts to expand the 
business did not go to plan. After open- 
ing her first health farm in 1978 at 
Thornby Hall, a Jacobean manor house 
in Northamptonshire, the costs of ren- 
ovating and running it soared and she 
went into voluntary liquidation, losing 
the family home as a result. 

Undaunted and with the support of 
her husband, she still had an income 
from her diet clubs and found a bank 
manager who was prepared to lend her 
the money to try again. 

The result was that in 1981 she bought 
Henlow Grange, a Georgian manor 
house in Bedfordshire which was 
already being run as asomewhat dilapi- 
dated health farm. The owners event- 
ually agreed to accept an offer of 
£350,000 and it today remains a flag- 
ship of the Champneys chain. 

Purdew ran the spas with her son 
Stephen, who began working in the 
family business in the late Seventies as 
a 17-year-old student and recalled the 
first failure and consequent selling of 
the family home. 

"Tt was terrible for my father, but my 
mother's an optimist — she just cruised 
through," hetold The Sunday Times in 
2006. "Suddenly we were hoteliers and 
none of us knew how to serve a cup of 
tea. Shethought it would be like having 
a few friends round to lose a bit of 
weight" She overcame the teething 
problems, her son believed, thanks to 


po 
Purdew 


an unshakeable belief that “problems 
can be cured by getting up earlier and 
working harder”. Even in old age she 
believed in self-sufficiency: instead of 
asking her driver to pick her up at the 
airport when returning from a trip, she 
would insist on taking the train. 

After buying Henlow, she installed 
Stephen as manager on a salary of £25 
a week and, youthful as he was, 
expected him to get on with the day-to- 
day trials and tribulations. 

Once when besieged by irate guests 
over an evening meal that went 
horribly wrong, he phoned his mother 
and told her: “You'll have to come back 
and deal with this.” 

Her reply was short and to the point. 
“If you want to be a manager, you deal 
with it,” she replied. 

“She doesn't take prisoners. She's 
driven and expects everyone else to be,” 
her son recalled of the incident, 
although she graciously admitted that 
itwas fortunate that she was not paying 
him by the hour “because I'd never 
have been able to afford him”. They 


continued to work happily together for 
40 years, although separate working 
spaces were a necessity. “If we shared 
an office we'd kill each other, because 
I'm competitive and Mums even more 
so,” her son observed. 

She did not disagree. “We're as close 
as you could be, but we argue day and 
night over everything,” she confirmed. 

Stephen survives her along with a 
second son, George, who hit the head- 
lines in 2007 when his yacht was caught 
in a violent storm off the coast of New- 
foundland and was rescued by the 
coastguard. Her husband predeceased 
her in 1990, after 34 years of marriage. 

She was born Dorothy Rose Sanders 
in 1932 in Clapham, south London, the 
daughter of working-class parents. Her 
mother, May, was the daughter of a 
Liverpool docker, and her father, 
Dickie, was an orphan who had been 
brought up ina workhouse and went on 
to become a labourer and plumber. 

When Dorothy was five the family 
moved to Harrow, with her father push- 
ing the family’s belongings in a hand- 
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a 


even 
cart. As a child she 
decamped every Sep- 
tember with her mother and 
grandmother fora “working holiday" in 
Kent as hop-pickers. When the Second 
World War broke out, her father joined 
the army and was posted to north 
Africa, her mother went to work in a 
munitions factory, and she was evacu- 
ated with her grandmother to a farm in 
Wiltshire. 

Back in London after the war, she left 
school at 14 — “my parents came from 
a generation that didn't see the value of 
educating girls,” she noted — and went 
to work in a dress-making factory. 

After marrying and starting a family, 
she became a stay-at-home mother and 
set up a playgroup. “But then I got fat 
and had issues with my back,” she 
recalled. “Once my back was sorted, I 
wanted to lose weight.” 

A year later and several stone lighter, 
she went into business. After her initial 
failure, she built Henlow Grange into a 
profitable concern through hard graft. 
Ittook aten-strong team two and a half. 


months simply to clean the place, and 
she was horrified by the slack house 
rules with which the former owner had 
run the spa. 
Both guests and therapists would 
smoke through the beauty treatments 
—apractice she immediately banned, to 
considerable protests from the staff. 
After closing the open bar and replacing 
the stodgy menus with three healthy 
meals a day, she was on the way to trans- 
forming the lax indulgence of the old- 
fashioned health farms into the sophisti- 
cation of the modern spa industry. 
With Stephen she went on to open 
further spas: Springs in Leicestershire 
and Forest Mere in Hampshire, where 
George Best, the football star, liked to 
detox, albeit with mixed results. 
In 2002 they acquired the Champ- 
neys spa at Tring, from which the busi- 
ness got its name, set in 170 acres of 
Hertfordshire parkland — it had been a 
favourite of Diana, Princess of Wales. 
All four spas were then rebranded to 
create the Champneys group. 
“Champneys has always been a place 
to be seen, with our paths welcoming 
pop stars, actors and actresses, high- 
profile sports men and women, politi- 
cians and royalty from the Middle 
East,” the company’s website states. Yet 
at the same time, Purdew was smart 
enough to market the chain for “ordi- 
nary people” who wanted to treat 
themselves and splash out on a little 
pampering. 
The practice of offering favourable 
rates to celebrities because they 
created a “buzz”, as Stephen Purdew 
put it, caused publicity of an unwel- 
come kind in 2011 when Sir Paul 
Stephenson was forced to resign 
as the Metropolitan Police 
commissioner over a com- 
plimentary five-week 

stay at Champneys 
Tring while on extend- 
ed sick leave. 

As lockdown re- 
strictions hit the busi- 
ness hard, it lost mil- 
lions and laid off staff. 

There were allegations 
that the chain failed to 
refund bookings can- 
celled owing to the corona- 

virus pandemic. 
It was a cruel blow for Purdew, 
who had built the chain with pride at 
how her spas served customers and 
made a point of reading guest feedback 
every day in order to find ways the busi- 
ness could improve. 

Once restrictions were lifted, the 
company bounced back and acquired 
two further sites, Eastwell Manor in 
Kent and Mottram Hall in Cheshire, 
which operate as hotels with Champ- 
neys spas attached. 

In 2010, Purdew published an auto- 
biography, The Long Road to Champ- 
neys, and in the frontispiece quoted 
John Lennons line that “life is what 
happens to you while you're busy mak- 
ing other plans” from the song Beautiful 
Boy on his Double Fantasy album. 

Beneath it she offered her own 
variation on the theme: “I made no 
plans and life happened.” 


Dorothy Purdew, Champneys owner, was 
born on March 4, 1932. She died on 
September 5, 2023, aged 91 
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Bill Richardson 


Rumpled, humorous and self-deprecating ‘dictator whisperer’ who negotiated the release of a long list of American hostages 


The list of Americans whose release 
from overseas captivity Bill Richardson 
helped to secure is long — and involves 
some of the world’s nastiest regimes. 

It begins with Bobby Hall, a service- 
man whose army helicopter was shot 
down when it accidentally crossed the 
demilitarised zone into North Korea in 
1994. It ends with Taylor Dudley, a 
civilian who was released in January 
after being arrested for inadvertently 
crossing from Poland into the Russian 
territory of Kaliningrad. 

In between, working in an official or 
unofficial capacity and often secretly, 
Richardson helped to negotiate the 
repatriation of dozens of others. 

There was Brittney Griner, a basket- 
ball star held in a Russian penal colony 
until released in a prisoner exchange 
last December; Danny Fenster, a jour- 
nalist freed by Myanmar’s military 
junta in 2021 after being sentenced to 11 
years; and Michael White, a navy 
veteran freed by Iran in 2020. 

In 2017, Richardson helped to free 
Otto Warmbier, a student held in 
North Korea, though he was released in 
avegetative state and died soon after. In 
2006, he persuaded the Sudanese 
strongman Omar al-Bashir to release a 
journalist named Paul Salopek. In 1996 
he brought home Evan Hunziker, an 
American held on spying charges in 
North Korea. And so the list goes on. 

Richardson was variously dubbed 
the “Clark Kent of Capitol Hill’, a 
“dictator whisperer” and a “diplomatic 
Red Adair”, referring to the Texan oil 
well firefighter. He called himself “the 
informal undersecretary for thugs” and 
there were certainly few dictators and 
autocrats with whom he did not or 
would not negotiate, as he met the likes 
of Saddam Hussein, Fidel Castro, Hugo 
Chavez, Slobodan Milosevic and “a 
Kim or two” from North Korea. 

President Biden said Richardson 
was ready to “meet with anyone, fly 


anywhere, do whatever it took.” Nor 
were his mediation efforts limited to 
prisoner releases. With varying degrees 
of success he sought to defuse conflicts 
or broker ceasefires in North Korea, 
Darfur, Afghanistan, Colombia and 
elsewhere, and he helped to repatriate 
remains of US servicemen killed in the 
Korean War. 

He was not always successful. At Bill 
Clinton's behest, he sought to persuade 
the Taliban in Afghanistan to surrender 
Osama bin Laden, the al-Qaeda leader, 
three years before the September 1l 
terrorist attacks. But more often than 
not he prevailed. Rumpled, humorous 
and self-deprecating, he did so by 
listening, charming and flattering. 
"Respect the other side. Try to connect 
personally. Use sense of humour. Let 
the other side save face,” he would say. 

When necessary, he would compro- 
mise rather than stand on principle. 

He joked about carrying expensive 
pens with him, so ^when your opponent 
admires one, give it to him". 

He was nominated six times for the 
Nobel peace prize. 

Negotiating prisoner releases was 


He sought to persuade 
the Taliban to surrender 
Osama bin Laden 


only part of Richardsons résumé. For 
good measure, he spent 14 years as a US 
congressman, acted as Clintons US 
ambassador to the UN and energy 
secretary, and did two terms as governor 
of New Mexico. 

William Blaine Richardson was born 
in Pasadena, California, in 1947, the son 
of William, an American banker based 
in Mexico City who had his Mexican 
wife, Maria, fly to the US to give birth so 
his sons American citizenship would 
never be questioned. He was raised in 


Mexico until he was 13, when he was sent 
to a private prep school in Concord, 
Massachusetts. 

He went on to Tufts University in 
Boston, where he excelled at baseball 
and earned a master’s degree in inter- 
national relations. 

After graduating, he married Barbara 
Flavin, a high school sweetheart, and 
spent seven years in Washington 
working on Capitol Hill and for Henry 
Kissinger’s State Department. 

Bilingual and bitten by the political 
bug, he moved to New Mexico, a state 
with a large Hispanic population, to run 
for Congress. He was elected at the 
second attempt in 1982, and re-elected 
seven times. 

In the House of Representatives he 
became the Democrats’ deputy whip 
and a close friend of Clinton, a fellow 
schmoozer for whom he helped to 
secure the North American Free Trade 
Agreement with Mexico. 

His negotiating career began when a 
US Army helicopter flown by Bobby 
Hall was shot down while Richardson 


Richardson was close to Bill Clinton, left, helping him to win a trade deal with Mexico 
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was on a congressional trip to North 
Korea in 1994. Warren Christopher, 
Clintons secretary of state, told him not 
to leave Pyongyang without Hall and 
thebody ofhis co-pilot, who died in the 
crash. He left five days later with both. 

In 1995, Clinton sent him to Baghdad 
to persuade President Hussein to release 
two American defence contractors from 
Iraqs infamous Abu Ghraib prison after 
they inadvertently crossed the border of 
neighbouring Kuwait. The following 
year he helped to free three western aid 
workers held by rebel leaders in Sudan 
by offering rice, vehicles and radios 
instead of a $2.5 million ransom. 

"Bad people like him, Clinton 
quipped, and in 1997 he appointed 
Richardson US ambassador to the UN. 
There he offered Monica Lewinsky a 
job at Clinton’s request. She declined it. 

A year later Clinton promoted Rich- 
ardson to energy secretary. He devel- 
oped a pioneering plan to dispose of 
nuclear waste, compensated Ameri- 
cans rendered ill by early nuclear tests 
and returned vast tracts of land to 


Native Americans, but his tenure was 
marred by a security scandal at the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory. 

In2002, Richardson was elected gov- 
ernor of New Mexico after breaking 
Theodore Roosevelt's world record for 
shaking the most hands (13,392) in eight 
hours at a state fair: he preferred retail 
politics to policy wonkery. 

As the US's only Hispanic governor 
he repealed the death penalty, raised 
the minimum wage, legalised cannabis, 
backed gay rights and invested in infra- 
structure, but declined to give a post- 
humous pardon to William Bonney, 
aka Billy the Kid, for shooting a New 
Mexico sheriff 130 years previously. 
“The romanticism appealed to me,” he 
said. “But the facts and the evidence did 
not support it.” 

Richardson was re-elected as gover- 
nor by a record margin in 2006, and 
sought the Democratic presidential 
nomination the following year. He with- 
drew after coming fourth in both the 
Iowa caucus and New Hampshire pri- 
mary. He then backed Barack Obama 
rather than Hillary Clinton, prompting 
James Carville, Bill Clinton’s former 
strategist, to label him “Judas Iscariot”. 

Obama considered Richardson as a 
running mate, but ultimately chose 
Biden. Having won, Obama appointed 
him commerce secretary, but Richard- 
son withdrew because he was being 
investigated over allegations of 
improper business dealings in New 
Mexico. He was never charged. 

After relinquishing the governors 
post in 2011 he established the Richard- 
son Center for Global Engagement to 
continue his work as an international 
troubleshooter. He also wrote a book, 
Howto Sweet-Talk a Shark: Strategies and 
Stories from a Master Negotiator. 


Bill Richardson, politician and negotiator, 
was born on November 15, 1947. He died 
in his sleep on September 1, 2023, aged 75 


Margia Dean 


Actress who starred alongside a young Clint Eastwood after appearing in the cult Hammer film The Quatermass Xperiment 


Margia Dean had more than her fair 
share of near-misses in her film career. 
Frank Orsatti, her agent, recommended 
her to Louis B Mayer as the new Joan 
Crawford, only for her appointment to 
meet the MGM boss to be cancelled 
when Orsatti had a heart attack. 

Alfred Hitchcock wanted her to act 
alongside Ingrid Bergman in his 1946 
thriller Notorious but she had to turn 
him down because she was contracted to 
appear in a stage show and the produc- 
ers refused to release her. Before that, 
she had been a runner-up in the 1939 
Miss America beauty contest but might 
have won had she not made the serious 
misjudgment of reciting a passage from 
Shakespeare for her “turn”. “I was told 
singing would have been better as spout- 
ing Shakespeare wasn't the type of thing 
a Miss America could go around the 
country doing,” she recalled. 

Her run of ill luck spilled over into 
her private life, too. When the Cuban 
revolution kicked off she was at a party 
for the soon-to-be-overthrown dicta- 
tor Fulgencio Batista on the Isla de 
Pinos. She and other guests were 
stranded on the island for 13 days before 
a private plane arrived to smuggle the 
dictator’s guests out of the country and 
take them to Miami. As soon as they 
were gone, Fidel Castro comman- 
deered the island to imprison the new 
regimes political enemies. 

It seemed, she joked, that she was 
frequently in the right place but invari- 
ably at the wrong time. Despite these 
setbacks, she had starring roles in more 


Sd a 
Dean had starring roles in over 30 films but felt she was held b. 
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than 30 films. Over half of them were for 
Lippert Pictures, owned by the low-bud- 
get producer Robert Lippert. It led to her 
being knownas “the Lippert Queen”; the 
title was appropriate in more ways than 
one for she also had an affair with him. 

“T knew what I was doing was wrong,” 
she said. “I was running around with a 
married man and I don't think I ever 
loved him. But he was crazy about me.” 

Her first significant part for Lippert 
came in Shep Comes Home (1948), when 
she starred alongside the dog Flame in 
the title role. “The dog always did it 
right on the first take but the actors kept 
goofing up which is probably why they 
say actors don't like working with 
animals,” she joked. Then came a 
starring role in the 1949 western Red 
Desert. “It was my first leading lady, but 
still a thankless part,” she recalled. “You 
go in early in the morning for hair and 
make-up then are driven to a dusty, hot, 
sticky location ... and at dusk, they take 
the leading lady’s close-up just when 
she’s totally grimy!” 

She had better memories of another 
Lippert western when she starred in 
Ambush at Cimarron Pass (1958), 
alongside a young and unknown Clint 
Eastwood. For years she kept a poster 
from the film on her wall, with her 
name proudly billed above his. 

In Britain she was best known for the 
Hammer cult favourite The Quater- 
mass Xperiment (1956) in which she 
played the wife of an astronaut who 
crash-lands back on Earth as an alien 
organism that threatens mankind. 


She is survived by her second hus- 
band, Felipe Alvarez, an architect 
whom she met in a Sunset Strip café 
and married in Mexico in 1965. Her first 
marriage to Hal Fischer, a basketball 
coach, ended in divorce. In between she 
was in a relationship with Rita Hay- 
worth’s former husband Prince Aly 
Khan, who took her to parties in Monte 
Carlo and on Aristotle Onassiss yacht. 

She was born Marguerite Louise 
Skliris in 1922 in Chicago, to Greek 
parents who emigrated to the US shortly 
before the First World War. She grew up 
in San Francisco and began appearing 
on stage aged seven. At 15 she won a 
national Shakespearean declamation 
contest, reciting passages from Romeo 
and Juliet, a precedent that did not work 
quite so well when she became a beauty 
queen. Her screen debut came in 1944 in 
Casanova in Burlesque; her final film was 
20 years later, when she starred in Moro 
Witch Doctor. Shot in a remote jungle in 
the Philippines, this time she decided 
she was in the wrong place and at the 
wrong time. “That was really roughing it 
and it was a dangerous film to do. We 
had machinegunned guards all along.” 

After retiring she enjoyed a success- 
ful career, owning a real estate business, 
adress shop and a restaurant, all based 
in southern California. "The big stars I 
knew ended up tragically on drugs or 
alcohol,” she said. “So after films gave 
me up, I was very lucky.” 


Margia Dean, actress, was born on April 7, 
1922. She died on June 23, 2023, aged 101 
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Mohamed Al Fayed 


Daniel 
Lightman 
KC writes: 
Mohamed 
Al Fayed 
(obituary, 
Septem- 
ber 4) was, 
| as you 
| point out, 
capable of 
extraordi- 
nary gen- 
erosity. He also had a sense of 
fun. I was the most junior coun- 
selinthe claim he issued in 2001 
for damages against the Metro- 
politan Police commissioner for 
wrongful arrest and false im- 
prisonment in connection with 
the opening of a safety deposit 
box which Tiny Rowland had 
rented at Harrods. At a confer- 
ence with his legal advisers, I 
mentioned that my grandmoth- 
er was a longstanding Harrods 
customer and a big fan of his. 


Telling me that Mr Al Fayed 
enjoyed arranging surprises 
for people, they hatched a plan. 
I took my grandmother to 
tea at Harrods to celebrate her 
birthday. To her astonishment, 
Mr Al Fayed suddenly appeared, 
kissed her on both cheeks and 
presented her with a scarf he 
had designed. He sat down at 
our table and engaged in an ani- 
mated conversation, during 
which, to his evident amuse- 
ment, she (then in her mid- 
eighties) told him (then in his 
mid-seventies) how young he 
looked. My grandmother (who 
died last August aged 104) never 
forgot that birthday tea. 


Sir David Lewis writes: Having 
refused to act for Mohamed AI 
Fayed personally on an earlier 
transaction, I found myself 
instructed by a merchant bank 
on a possible flotation of Har- 
rods on the London Stock Ex- 
change. During due diligence I 
was offered his three different 


birth certificates to review. 
Before I could decide what to do 
the flotation was pulled because 
Al Fayed refused to agree to my 
insistence ofa suitable reference 
to the damning DTI report on 
his activities being included in 
the prospectus, as required by 
the relevant rules. 


Jill Gort writes: When my late 
husband, the designer Robert 
Lush, was working on a refur- 
bishment of the Dorchester 
Hotel between 1988 and 1990, 
he would of a morning come 
across various, usually large, 
and to his own sophisticated 
taste highly undesirable objects 
in the rooms where his design- 
ers had been working the previ- 
ous day. It was known that 
Mohamed Al Fayed had a con- 
necting door to the adjoining 
block in Park Lane where he 
was living at the time, and it did 
not take long to trace the source 
of these objects back to Harrods. 
It also transpired that the 
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Model and producer who 
travelled to the North Pole 


GABY BEDFORD, WHO DIED AGED 76, FEATURED IN THE TIMES ON NOVEMBER, 23, 2019 


Commemorate the life of a friend or relative in 
Readers’ Lives, a service in contracted tributes 


Call 020 7782 5583 or email 
readerslives@thetimes.co.uk 
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Sultan of Brunei, the owner of 
the Dorchester at the time, was 
being billed for these items. 
Whether such bills were paid I 
am unable to say. The objects 
did not remain long in the Dor- 
chester. 


Sue Gresham writes: We once 
lived in the same Surrey town as 
Mohamed Al Fayed. He being 
the owner of Fulham FC, my 
husband being an Arsenal 
season ticket holder, I wrote to 
Al Fayed to ask if he might let us 
have tickets for a Fulham v 
Arsenal match. I received a 
charming reply enclosing two 
tickets and enjoining us to enjoy 
the game. We did indeed, not 
least because Arsenal won. 


If you would like to add a 
personal view or recollection 
to a published obituary, you can 
send your contribution by post to 
Times Obituaries, 1 London Bridge 
Street, London SE1 9GF, or by email to 
tributes@thetimes.co.uk 


Court Circular 


St James's Palace 

6th September, 2023 

The Duchess of Edinburgh, 
Patron, Race Against 
Dementia, this evening 
attended a Dinner at Holland 
and Holland Shooting 
Grounds, Ducks Hill Road, 
Northwood, Hillingdon, 
Middlesex. 


Kensington Palace 

6th September, 2023 

The Duke of Gloucester, 
Patron-in-Chief, this morning 
visited the Scottish Veterans 
Residences, 3 Victoria Road, 
Broughty Ferry, Dundee, and 
was received by Dr Joseph 
Morrow (Vice Lord-Lieutenant 
of the City of Dundee). 

His Royal Highness 
afterwards visited the Electric 
Vehicle Charging Hub, 353 
Clepington Road, Dundee. 

The Duke of Gloucester this 
afternoon visited Victoria and 
Albert Museum Dundee, 1 
Riverside Esplanade, Dundee. 

The Duchess of Gloucester, 
Royal Colonel, 7th Battalion 
The Rifles, this afternoon 
received Lieutenant Colonel 
Guy Lock upon assuming his 
appointment as Commanding 
Officer. 
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REJOICE in the Lord always: and again | 
say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be 
known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 
Philippians 4.4-5 (AV) 


Bible verses are provided by the 
Bible Society 
Births 


SHIERS on 24th July 2023 to Zoe (née 
Landau) and Jonny, a son, Levi Henry. 


Forthcoming Marriages 


MR C. S. D. HUTCHINSON 

AND MISS E. P. R. GHAFIRI 

The engagement is announced between 
Charlie, son of Mrs Simon Berry and 
stepson of Mr Simon Berry of Upton Lovell, 
Wiltshire, and Ellie, younger daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Bahman Ghafiri of Mission 
Viejo, California. 


MR J. A. S. HUNTER 

AND MISSH. A. J. TIDBURY 

The engagement is announced between 
Joe, son of Mr William Hunter of Eyton, 
North Wales, and ND Nadine Biscaretti di 
Ruffia of Shannochie, Isle of Arran, and 
Henrietta, daughter of Mr and Mrs Hugh 
Tidbury of Hartley Mauditt, Hampshire. 


BROUGHAM Michael John, Lord 
Brougham and Vaux CBE passed away 
peacefully on 27th August 2023, at the 
Royal Marsden with family by his side. 
Devoted husband of Sezgin, beloved Dad 
to Charlie and Henrietta, and much-loved 
Grandad Big to Lottie and Henry. Private 
funeral. For memorial service details, email 
mjb@hbarnes.com 


CODRINGTON Anna (née Hanscomb) 
died peacefully on 2nd September 2023, 
aged 93. Very much-loved mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. 
Requiem service to be held on 18th 
September at noon at St John the Baptist 
and St Helen, Wroughton. 


FOWLER Sally (née Hoar) of Gunton and 
Norwich, Norfolk, and formerly Islington, 
died on 29th August 2023, aged 81. Beloved 
wife and cherished companion of Michael, 
and adored mother of Alice and Frances. 
Private cremation with a commemorative 
concert in the new year. No flowers please. 
Donations, if wished, to the Friends of 
Cromer Hospital in her memory. 


FRASER OF REELIG Malcolm Robert on 
26th August 2023. At his wish there will be 
a private family funeral. Arrangements by 
D Chisholm & Sons. 


GARNER Jennifer Margaret died 
peacefully on 22nd August 2023, aged 84. 
Dearly beloved mother of Victoria and 
Jonathan, sister of Liz and Gareth. Adored 
grandmother of George, Luke, Lara, Oliver, 
Joseph, William, Alice, Charles, Rosie, 
Edward, Benjamin and Felix. Will also be 
missed with deep affection by her many 
friends and wider family. Funeral service 
at St Mary and All Saints Church, Windsor 
End, Beaconsfield, at 1.30pm on Friday 
15th September. 


HARRIS Richard Twining, retired solicitor, 
died peacefully at home on 10th August, 
aged 82. He is greatly missed by Sarah, his 
wife of 53 years, and his children, Kate, 
Daniel and Edward, and his five 
grandchildren. There will be a family 
funeral on 15th September and a memorial 
service at Clifton College Chapel, Bristol, on 
Sunday 22nd October at 2.30pm. 


JONES The Rev David lan Stewart died 
peacefully on 30th August, aged 89, after a 
short illness. Beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, uncle and friend. A 
service of thanksgiving will be held at St 
Leonard's Church, Wallingford, on 
Wednesday 20th September at 2pm. 
Family flowers only. Donations if desired to 
the Lewy Body Society (dementia) via 
Chadwick Funeral Services. 


TIMESRADIO 


Join us for breakfast 

Listen to Aasmah Mir and 
Stig Abell on Times Radio, 
Monday to Thursday at 6am 


LANDER Jonathan Edward died 
peacefully after a short illness on 28th 
August 2023, aged 55. Beloved husband of 
Florence, proud father of Lily, Alex and 
Maddie, son of Ron and Liz, and brother of 
Nick. Jonathan will be deeply missed but 
his memory will be cherished and live on 
through his children. Private family 
funeral. Arrangements for a celebration of 
Jonathan's life will be announced shortly. 


NORTH Norman Peter on 13th August 
2023, aged 73, of a sudden illness, tragically 
barely two years into his much deserved 
retirement. Beloved partner of Louisa, 
father of James, brother of Nicki, son-in-law, 
brother-in-law and uncle, and deeply loved 
friend and colleague. Funeral on 14th 
September at 2pm at St Andrew's 

Church, Linton Road, Oxford OX2 6UG. 
Donations to British Heart Foundation 

and Dogs Trust, inquiries to 
summertown@boswellfuneralservices.co.uk 


ORDISH 


Roger, retired BBC producer, died 
peacefully in hospital on 26th August, 
aged 83. Beloved husband of Susie, 
cherished father of Louise, and adored| 
brother of Ba (Meliora) and the late 
Jenny. A celebration of Roger’s life 
will take place at Maple Park 
Crematorium, Skipton Bridge, Thirsk, 
YO7 4SA on Thursday September 14th 
lat 4pm. In lieu of flowers, donations to} 
be made to the Stroke Association in 
Roger’s memory. Inquiries to John 
Blenkiron & Sons Funeral Directors, 
01748 850033. 


SHACKLETON Alan died on 25th August 
2023, aged 92. Much loved by his late wife 
Glenys, and deeply missed by his 
daughters and stepdaughter. Funeral 
service to take place on Tuesday 12th 
September 2023 at St Margaret of Antioch, 
Hinton Waldrist, at 2pm. Family flowers 
only please, but donations if desired to 

St Margaret's, c/o J Godfrey & Son Funeral 
Services, 20 Gloucester Street, Faringdon, 
Oxfordshire SN7 7HY. 


WARE William died peacefully on 31st 
August 2023, aged 85. Much-loved brother, 
uncle, great-uncle and great-great-uncle. 
Funeral at St Mary's, Weekley, at 1pm on 
13th September. 
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Legal Notices 


ADITCOURT LIMITED 
(Company Number: 02500545) 
Principal Trading Address: Clifton House, Upper 
Basildon, Reading, RGB 8LU 
Notice is hereby given, that creditors of the Company are 
required, on or before | October 2023, to prove their 
debts by delivering their proofs (in the format specified in 
Rule 144 of the Insolvency (England and Wales) Rules 
2016) to the Joint Liquidators at KRE Corporate Recovery 
Limited, Unit 8 The Aquarium, 1-7 King Street, Reading, 
Berks RGI 2AN or info(òkrecr.co.uk, If so required by 
notice from the Joint Liquidators, creditors must produce 
any document or other evidence which the Joint 
Liquidators consider is necessary to substantiate the whole 
or any part of a claim. Note:The Directors of the Company 
have made a declaration of solvency and it is expected that 
all creditors will be paid in full 
Date of Appointment: | September 2023 
Office Holder Details: David Taylor and Paul Ellison both of 
KRE Corporate Recovery Limited, Unit 8 The Aquarium, 
1-7 King Street, Reading, Berks, RGI 2AN 
For further details contact: The Joint Liquidators, Email: 
info@krecr.co.uk, Tel: 01189 479090. Alternative contact: 
Lee Lloyd. 
David Taylor, Joint Liquidator 
1 September 2023 
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The nurse Lucy Letby is arrested before her conviction for murdering seven babies and attempting to kill another six 


Warnings over cover-up 
culture after Letby case 


Staff are afraid to speak out in a system failing 
whistleblowers, critics tell Catherine Baksi 


Senior consultants and whistleblowers 
warn that a case similar to the Lucy Let- 
by scandal could happen again because 
of the way that the NHS treats those 
who speak out about safety concerns. 

They claim that instead of being lis- 
tened to, whistleblowers are persecuted 
by NHS trusts. It is alleged that critics 
are routinely hauled before “kangaroo 
courts” and that trusts use taxpayers’ 
money to hire expensive lawyers to dis- 
credit them in employment tribunals. 
Judges in those hearings are accused of 
failing to restrain the oppressive tactics 
employed by lawyers for the trusts. 

Whistleblowers and their supporters 
claim that lessons have not been learnt 
from health service scandals and that 
little has changed since the 2015 review 
by Sir Robert Francis, which followed 
the neglect and abuse of elderly 
patients uncovered atthe Mid Stafford- 
shire NHS Foundation Trust. 

Critics argue for a change in culture 
and practice among trust managers 
and executives. They want reform of 
the employment tribunal service, 
which is accused of lacking transparen- 
cy and accountability and of re-victi- 
mising whistleblowers. They call for the 
recording of all employment tribunal 
hearings and the removal of whistle- 
blowing cases from tribunals so that 
they can be heard by specialist judges. 

“Persecution of doctors who speak 
up for the safety of patients is systemic 
across NHS trusts,” says Jane Somer- 
ville, an emeritus professor of cardiolo- 
gy at Imperial College London. She 
says that a “cover-up culture in the 
NHS” silences critics, with trusts using 
private investigators to dig up informa- 
tion to use against medics. 

Narinder Kapur, a visiting professor 
of neuropsychology at University Col- 
lege London, says, “I guarantee that a 
Letby case will happen again,” because 


people are afraid to speak up. Kapur, 
who in 2012 won an unfair dismissal 
case against Addenbrooke's Hospital in 
Cambridge after raising patient safety 
concerns, wants an overhaul of the 
NHS disciplinary system, in which he 
says doctors face kangaroo courts or 
are dismissed under the vague term of 
“some other substantial reason” when 
poor practice cannot be made out. 
Where medics raise concerns “a 


"There's no regulation 
of how trusts spend 
money on litigation' 


playbook is used against them", says 
Azhar Ansari, a consultant gastroenter- 
ologist, who argues that lawyers for the 
trusts are central to that tactic. "The 
system is broken and continues to fail 
whistleblowers,” Shazia Khan, a found- 
ing partner at Cole Khan Solicitors, 
says. "Until individuals are made to feel 
safe to speak up... we cannot expect 
there to be much change.” 

Although employment tribunals 
were designed to be less formal than 
civil courts, and to operate without the 
need for legal professionals, NHS trusts 
are represented by lawyers who, critics 
claim, rack up thousands of pounds in 
fees, while claimants often represent 
themselves. “There’s no regulation of 
how trusts spend money on litigation,” 
Somerville says. 

Usha Prasad, a consultant cardiolo- 
gist at Epsom and St Helier University 
Hospitals NHS Trust, says that she was 
dismissed after raising concerns over 
patient safety. The trust argues that she 
lost her job on competency grounds. A 
General Medical Council disciplinary 
hearing exonerated her of the criticism, 
but an employment tribunal dismissed 


her claims of discrimination, victimisa- 
tion, harassment and whistleblowing 
detriment. The reporter David Henc- 
ke' blog shows that the trust took the 
decision to claim costs from Prasad ata 
hearing adjourned last month. 

Capsticks, the trust's law firm, sought 
to claim costs of £172,000 before agree- 
ing to £24,000. The costs schedule that 
the firm submitted to the court was ob- 
tained by Hencke and seen by The 
Times. It reveals that the firm had 20 
lawyers and paralegals working on 
Prasadslitigation at various stages. The 
doctor was partially advised by a barris- 
ter but otherwise represented herself 
with support from a fellow consultant. 
Capsticks declined to comment. 

One criticism is the failure to record 
employment tribunal proceedings, 
with the only official record being the 
judges' notes, which are rarely given to 
claimants. Somerville says that the ab- 
sence of a record makes it harder for 
doctors to complain about inappropri- 
ate behaviour or bias by judges, or to 
challenge rulings. Recording hearings 
without permission is treated as con- 
tempt of court and carries a punish- 
ment of up to two years in prison. 

A judiciary spokeswoman says that 
the presidents of the employment tri- 
bunals in England and Wales and Scot- 
land have “agreed the terms of a joint 
practice direction on the recording of 
employment tribunal hearings and ar- 
rangements for their transcription”. 
She says that the protocol will be pub- 
lished shortly. She adds that the “over- 
riding objective" of the tribunal's rules 
is to deal with cases “fairly and justly” 
and so far as practicable ensure that the 
“parties are on an equal footing”. She 
says that judges receive “extensive, 
high-quality and mandatory training” 
and hear whistleblowing cases only 
once they have passed through the 
second stage of their induction. 

The Department of Health and 
Social Care and the Ministry of Justice 
were asked for comment. 


UK must take action 
to compensate states 
in corruption fight 


Edward Garnier KC 
and Sam Tate 
Comment 


ultinational companies 

have been fined more 

that £1.5 billion over 

the past decade after 
investigations by the Serious Fraud 
Office into corruption abroad. But 
only 1.4 per cent of those fines — 
amounting to just £20 million — 
has been used to compensate 
victim countries, according to 
research by the law firm RPC. 
This needs to change. 

Much of this corruption occurs in 
African countries that are already 
suffering terrible economic 
hardship, from food and energy 
crises and inflation. They are in dire 
need of economic support to repair 
the damage caused by corruption. 

The UK has been vocal in its 
support for compensating foreign 
state victims of corruption. But the 
action actually taken to compensate 
foreign states tells a different story 
and leaves the UK open to charges 
of hypocrisy. 

Most corruption cases in the 
English courts involve foreign 
jurisdictions. Therefore, this 
country is stepping in as the world’s 
policeman, prosecuting crimes that 
take place in other countries, but 
keeping the fines for ourselves. This 
is important because corruption 
causes insidious damage to the poor, 
particularly in emerging markets. 

The African Union estimated 
in 2015 that 25 per cent of the 
continent’s gross domestic product 
was lost to corruption. Every 
company convicted of overseas 
corruption in this jurisdiction 
should be ordered to compensate 
the communities they have 
harmed. That would be both just 
and effective. Compensation should 
come through investment in 
programmes targeted at decreasing 
corruption and benefiting local 
communities by, for example, 
building and resourcing more 
schools and hospitals. 

At first glance, English law 
encourages compensation. It is 
required to take precedence over 
all other financial sanctions. So far, 
so good. But, as with many noble 
ambitions, problems lurk in the 
detail. Compensation is ordered in 
criminal cases only where the loss 
is straightforward to assess, even 
though the trial judge is usually of 
High Court or senior crown court 
level, who will deal with complex 
issues every day. 

For example, in 2022 Glencore 
pleaded guilty to widespread 
corruption in the oil markets of 
several African states. Although 
it was ordered to pay £281 million, 
not a single penny has been ordered 
to go back to the communities 
where the corruption happened, 
largely because it was held that 
compensation would be too 
complicated to quantify. The process 


for compensating overseas state 
victims needs urgent simplification 
so that real money can be 

returned to them. An answer lies 

in incentivising the corporations 
that commit the crimes to pay 
compensation voluntarily on the 
understanding that it would not 
increase the total amount, including 
penalties and costs, that they would 
have to pay. The company could be 
given further incentive by receiving 
a discount on the fine it would 

still be required to pay to the UK 
Treasury, or an increase to the fine 
if it refuses or fails to make redress. 

The required changes are 
straightforward and could create a 
standard measure of compensation, 
which would ensure consistency and 
transparency, as well as avoiding the 
difficulty of calculating a specific 
amount of loss or damage in each 
case. The compensation figure could 
equal whichever is the higher of the 
profit made by the company from 
corrupt conduct, or the amount of 
the bribes it paid. This already 
happens when companies are 
sentenced, save that all the money 
goes to the Treasury. The defendant 
company would pay nothing more, 
but at least some of the money 
would benefit the victim state. 

It would be naive to think that 
compensation paid to a foreign 
state could never lead to further 
corruption. That is clearly a risk. 


Times Law 

Editor Jonathan Ames 

020 7782 5405 jonathan.ames@thetimes.co.uk 
Advertising and marketing 


For print and online: Jeanine Kiala 
020 7782 7518 jeanine.kiala@news.co.uk 


To address this, defendant 
companies would be encouraged or 
required to enter into an agreement 
with the relevant state, which would 
include obligations to comply with 
UN guidance on the treatment of 
compensation funds and to identify 
projects for which the funds would 
be used. 

To encourage states to enter 
into these types of agreements, 
corporations would be permitted to 
donate the compensation funds to 
the World Bank or International 
Monetary Fund for projects in the 
region instead, or to pay down a 
country’s debt, if an agreement 
cannot otherwise be reached. 

The benefit of this approach 
is that it puts the onus on the 
corporates to take restorative 
action. It also addresses the 
difficulties in quantifying loss by 
creating a simple approach that 
gives companies early sight of the 
amount they will have to pay. 

These reforms do not need 
legislation; instead, they need 
the political will to amend the 
sentencing guidelines on corporate 
corruption. 


Lord Garnier KC is a former solicitor-general 
and a tenant at 4 Pump Court Chambers; 
Sam Tate is a partner at the law firm RPC 
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Parent alienation triggers debate 


GETTY IMAGES. 


Jonathan Ames 


Parental alienation is a concept that 
will not haveregistered with most ofthe 
public — even those with children. 

The term has been catapulted into 
the wider consciousness this week by 
researchers who have labelled it a "spu- 
rious" legal argument that is further 
traumatising already fraught court pro- 
ceedings over access to children when 
relationships end. 

Lawyers specialising in child access 
cases, however, warn that the issues 
around parental alienation are in 
danger of being emotively presented 
and oversimplified. Part of the contro- 
versy around the concept centres on a 
lack of legal definition of what consti- 
tutes parental alienation. In simple 
terms, the concept involves one parent 
alleging inappropriate behaviour 
against another, potentially involving 
claims of abuse. The accused parent — 
say, a father — responds that the 
mother is making the allegations only 
to set a child against him and to prevent 
any or greater access. 

Research by the University of Man- 
chester academics analysed cases in- 
volving 45 women who had accused 
their former partners of domestic 
abuse. Of them, 39 reported that their 
claims were countered with an 
allegation of parental alienation. The 
researchers argue that the term is used 
to "deny the abuse and grant access or 
even residency of their children to the 
abusive parents". The researchers add 
that the concept of parental alienation 
is "universally rejected by... the World 
Health Organisation and other main- 
stream organisations". The team adds 
that "research shows false allegations 
arerare and that it is extremely difficult 
to make a child make false allegations 
of child sexual abuse". 

Sir Andrew McFarlane, president of 
the family division ofthe High Court in 
England and Wales, has warned that 
the term parental alienation is unhelp- 
ful. The debate over the use of the 
term comes as the family court strains 
to cope with caseloads. About 52,000 
couples apply annually to the court for 
child arrangements orders. Lawyers 
say that in private law children disputes 
the time taken to conclude those cases 
is lengthening. In 2016 the average was 
22 weeks; as of the first quarter of this 
year the average was 47 weeks. 

Joanne Edwards, a partner at the law 
firm Forsters, argues that in instances 


where allegations of alienating behav- 
iour are raised in response to claims of 
domestic abuse "the court is left in the 
invidious position of trying to decide 
what the true position is and what are 
the interim and long-term arrange- 
ments for the child that would be in 
their welfare interests and safe". 

In relation to the report published 
this week, Edwards argues that the "sad 
reality is that while the cases highlight- 
edare worrying, shocking and inexcus- 
able, there are countless children 
across the country who no longer see 
one of their parents because of alienat- 
ing behaviours by the other parent and 
which the family courts have been 
powerless to fix”. Edwards and other 
lawyers say that they have experienced 
cases where they suspect that a client 
is averse to contact with a former part- 
nerand notactively encouraging it, and 
in some cases actively preventing it. 
Edwards says that in some "very sad 
cases a parent has had to take the most 
difficult of decisions just to walk away 
and try to re-establish a relationship 
with the child when they are an adult, 
rather than risk further harm to the 
child by continuing litigation". 

Katie Welton-Dillon, a partner at 
Hall Brown Family Law, says that in 
recent years there has been a "surge 
in cases involving allegations of par- 
ental alienation" She says that "the 


instances referred to in the university 
research are quite extreme and very 
sad”, but adds that "they underline 
the frequency with which alienation 
claims currently feature in proceedings 
about children". 

Welton-Dillon says that she has 
"dealt with matters in which there was 
indeed alienation and circumstances 
in which it was alleged but found not 
to have happened. Both can be harmful 
to children.” 

Lawyers argue that in addition to 
the lack of a single accepted legal defi- 
nition of parental alienation and how 
thephenomenon should be recognised, 
existing claims have been fuelled by 
guidance about how abuse allegations 
should be investigated by the family 
court. They point out that the court 
must consider whether finding-of-fact 
hearings are “proportionate” and “nec- 
essary” when considering the issues to 
be determined in access hearings. 

Welton-Dillon says that she has 
noticed a decrease in the number of 
finding-of-fact hearings, which means 
that many allegations of domestic 
abuse are not examined in full. 

“When abuse allegations are not 
adjudicated upon, the person accused 
of misconduct often then suggests that 
the other parent has made those claims 
as part of a plan to alienate the children 
and win the sympathy of the court. 
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Parents have put forward allegations that abuse claims are being made to set children against them and prevent access 


"Yet not having a finding of fact 
hearing doesn't mean that abuse didn't 
occur, only that it wasn't central to the 
themes of an individual case," Welton- 
Dillon says. 

"The mere mention of alienation can 
make proceedings longer and consider- 
ably more fraught because it is so diffi- 
cult to prove and, equally, difficult to 
disprove.” 

Jacqueline Major, a partner at Hodge 
Jones & Allen, agrees that in cases of 
alleged parental alienation, “it can be 
particularly difficult for the court to 
unpick versions of the truth enmeshed 
in each party’s position”. 

She says that “there are cases where 
there is a very real issue of a parent 
brainwashing and manipulating a child 
against the other parent. But it is also 
a common counterattack to claims of 
abuse, used as a tactic.” 


EXCLUSIVE TO SUBSCRIBERS 
Statutory inquiries Keep 
an eye on Malkinson case 
Buckling courts Mediation 
should be promoted 

Visa costs Employers risk 
discrimination claims 
thetimes.co.uk 


Lawyer of the week Paul Clark 


Paul Clark, a barrister at Garden 
Court Chambers, acted for the family 
of Luke Clarke, 38, who was found 
ligatured in his cell in the Covid-19 
wing of HMP Wormwood Scrubs in 
2020. At the inquest, the jury 
concluded that fear and confusion 
generated by Covid-19, inadequate 
care by prison staff and a lack of 
liaison between the prison and 
hospital contributed to his death. 


What were the biggest hurdles 

you had to overcome in this case? 
Ensuring that the jury could see that 
this was not, fundamentally, a case 
about the fear that prison staff — 
like the rest of us — felt during the 
pandemic. It was a case about basic, 
minimum standards that we all must 
be able to expect. 


What is the best decision you have 
taken as a lawyer? To recognise, and 
to take seriously, the politics 

of law. The idea that law 
and lawyers are neutral 
is nonsense. Life as 
a lawyer involves 
less painful mental 
gymnastics if you 
dont ignore this. 


Who do you most 
admire in the law? 
Saul Lehrfreund. 

He has dedicated his 
career to fighting the 
death penalty worldwide. 


What is the best advice you have 
received? Don't wait until you 
believe you're good enough. Your 


perspective is both your biggest 
weakness and your biggest strength. 
Focus on the latter. 


What is the funniest 
thing that has 
happened in your 
job? My practice 
is not conducive 
to many funny 
moments, but 
there have been 
some strange ones. 
Sharing birthday cake 
in a UN prison cell for 
a client accused 
of war crimes is certainly 
among them. 


What are the best and worst 
elements of being a lawyer? The 


chance to truly make a difference, 
and the toll that pursuing this chance 
takes on personal and family life. 


What law would you enact? 
Systematic equal representation 

for bereaved families in inquests 

— to guarantee that if your mother, 
father, son or daughter dies in 
circumstances that lead to state 
agencies paying for legal 
representation, then the state pays 
for yours too. 


What is your favourite book? 
The God of Small Things by 
Arundhati Roy. Incredible insight 
in spectacular style. 


Linda Tsang 
| tsang&hotmail.com 


OUT OF COURT 


The cases, the chatter, the chaos: 
what's really going on in the law 


Lawyer takes 
justice role 


Farewell, then, Steve Reed. You 
weren't a lawyer and hardly any 
lawyers had heard of you during 
your nearly two-year stint as the 
shadow justice secretary on 
Labours front bench — and now 
youre off to high-profile pastures 
with the environment portfolio. 

If there is to be a Labour 
government led by Sir Keir 
Starmer KC, it is now more than 
likely that his justice secretary will 
be Shabana Mahmood, who, if 
nothing else, will potentially bag 
a political promotion to KC out of 
the deal. Mahmood, 42, read law 
at Lincoln College, University of 
Oxford, before being called to 
the Bar in 2003 at Gray’s Inn. She 
spent three years in practice as an 
employed lawyer specialising in 
professional indemnity litigation 
before becoming the UK's joint 
first female Muslim MP in 2010 
in Birmingham Ladywood. 


Reforms to arbitration 


Rules requiring arbitrators to 
disclose conflicts of interest and 
to remain impartial will be beefed 
up under recommendations from 
the Law Commission that were 
published yesterday. 

In its proposed reform of 
the Arbitration Act 1996, the 
commission, which advises 
ministers on law reform in 
England and Wales, called for 
a strengthening of arbitrators’ 
immunity to ensure "neutrality 
and robust decision-making", 
and allow them summarily to 
dismiss claims that lack merit. 
The commission recommends an 
improvement in the framework for 
challenging arbitrators' decisions 
on the basis that the arbitrators 
lacked jurisdiction. Nick Vineall 
KC, chairman of the Bar Council, 
backed the proposals. 


A question of ethics 


This may be reassuring... or very 
worrying; the Law Society has 
launched an ethics “web hub" for 
solicitors in England and Wales. 
Whether that means the body is 
concerned that the 150,000-odd 
lawyers it represents are living in 
an ethics-free environment, or 
they are just topping up their 
knowledge, is anyone' guess. 
Lubna Shuja, the president of 
the society, says that the facility 
will allow members of the 
profession to discuss how they 
handle challenges, reputational 
concerns and client selection. 
Shuja invokes one of modern 
life's clichés by adding that the 
site ^will create a safe space for 
solicitors to have challenging 
but necessary conversations 
about the implications for 
professional ethics." 
M Subscribers can register for 
The Brief, our weekly newsletter. 
This week: courts are also 
blighted by Raac crisis 


Scotch Whisky 
Cask Ownership ii 


Purchasing casks of single malt Scotch whisky is rapidly 
becoming a popular choice for both new and seasoned 
investors looking to secure long-term personal gain, or 
alternatively for a child's future. 


Secure interactive online portal, detailing all cask purchases, portfolio 
objectives and storing all documentation. 


Access to award-winning distilleries 

Fully licensed by HMRC 

Allcasks stored, insured and managed under bond (free from Duty and VAT) 
Choice of 6 flexible exit strategies 

Capital Gains Tax free* 


Estate planning strategies* 


È | . Trustpilot d = 


*ckok oko w Ww VINTAGE 
kiki ko | Wou ACQUISITIONS 


Formed in 2011: 
Brooks & Whitaker Limited 


trading as Vintage Acquisitions’, 
Whisky House, Unit 3, 2 Newhams Row, 
London, SEI SUZ 


Company No. 7761569 


*Vintage Acquisitions always recommend that you seek independent legal and financial advice prior to purchasing. Investments can go up as well as down. 
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Living the dream 


Buy one of our stunning 
coastal lodges and 
experience the difference 


Akaye of coastal lodges n We st 
Wal and Cor pta yode Minis ids e lux 
of hotel li prid e fre n om of b 


Subletting options available. Up to apis e vle nd LUXURY LODGES 
' 0808 258 9243 ESCAPE THE ORDINARY 


THE 2024 5x ALL-INCLUSIVE 


Black Sea Explorer 


CRUISE PROMOTION 


| SECOND GUEST 
SAILS Fee 


ith over 25 years' experience, we are proud to be the UK's No.1 Independent Cruise Specialist, providing a dedicated 
5* service whilst ensuring that each cruise holiday offers incredible value for money. We are delighted to present BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE 
the 2024 All-inclusive Black Sea Explorer 2"" guest sails FREE! Book today with Reader Offers Ltd to receive a host of WITH READER OFFERS LTD 
HERE WHF YOU NEED I 


exclusive benefits, there's never been a better time to secure your ABTA and ATOL-protected holiday! 
8 NIGHTS DEPARTING 107", 167" & 2157 APRIL AND 107" & 16™ OCTOBER 2024 [vr Md 


Day 1 Fly from London to Budapest, Hungary” Day6 Rousse, Bulgaria 
Upon arrival transfer to the port and embark * Included Excursion*: Visit Rousse, where 
your 5* River Cruise Ship, for your luxurious you'll be treated to a guided sightseeing tour. 


seven night all-inclusive river cruise (D) Alternatively, discover the Byzantine gem 
of Veliko Tarnovo and the UNESCO World 


Heritage-listed village of Arbanassi (B, L, D) 


Qa 


Kalocsa, Hungary 

Today you will have the opportunity to witness 
a traditional Puszta horse show. Be greeted by 
the horsemen of the Puszta region where this 
type of activity has been practised for centuries 


Day 7 Silistra, Bulgaria IN YOU 
* Included Excursion": Discover Silistra E | 


Fort on an active walk, or take a trip to Varna. . — 

Alternatively, visit a local village and school to even r all-i 

(B, L, D) learn about life in Bulgaria (B, L, D) 3 er Cruise Ship, incl g 

Osijek, Croatia Giurgiu — Bucharest, Romania COMP! IT branded beverages all day** 
* Included Excursion”: Explore Osijek on * Included Excursion*: Explore Bucharest, 

a guided city tour. Alternatively, explore the including a visit to Ceausescu's Spring Palace, MPIIM 
wetlands of Kopacki Rit during a boat cruise, or and learn about its Communist past. Or, tour puit 


join a local and learn how to make a traditional the open-air Village Museum and discover Á 
fish stew. Later, as a special guest you'll be ethnography exhibits depicting Romanian pou. 
invited into the home of a local family for a heritage and culture. Later transfer to a luxury 
traditional home-cooked meal and the chance hotel for your overnight Stay 1B, E; D) 


to discover Croatian everyday life (B, L, D) Day9 Bucharest, Romania 


Balsrada Serbi After breakfast transfer to the airport for your AE 
f grace, velba return flight to London” (B) M 
+ ee ko 
Included Excursion”: Enjoy anm depih tour Itinerary is based on the 10" October 2024 departure and other dates : 
of Belgrade, including a visit to Tito's Memorial, may operate in reverse. Meals are included as stated: B = Breakfast, 


or embark on an orientation tour of Belgrade ead 

and see the highlights before time at leisure to YOUR EXCLUSIVE READER OFFERS LTD 

explore further. Alternatively, join a bicycle ride SALE FARES FROM 

along the Danube, or take a walk through the SUITE IST GUEST TI 

city with a local student (B, L, D) Standard Suite £5,499 FREE 
ruisin wo ne e Balcony Suite £6,399 FREE 

Relax and admire the scenery as you cruise Deluxe Balcony Suite £7,089 FREE 

through the spectacular Iron Gates, a narrow Junior Balcony Suite £7,199 FREE 


gorge carved out between the Carpathian and Fares and availability are based on 10" October 2024 departure 
Balkan Mountains (B, L, D) 


www.rolcruise.co.uk que. 0808 239 2165 ^ 


TRAVEL WITH SBABTA CRUISE SPECIALISTS FREE ON 8:30AM - 8PM 


CONFIDENCE ABTA No F9255 QUOTE OFFER REF 632704 —Ü 


Fares are based on two adults sharing, may increase or be withdrawn at any time. Offer applies to new bookings only. Other dates may run in reverse. - Trio of European Wine is based on one per booking, for UK mainland addresses only. » Flights may incur a supplement. Regional and Premium class flights 
may be available on request. ++Subject to the cruise line's T&Cs. *A flight credit is included and may incur a additional supplement. x Tours are subject to change. 5* relates to the cruise element only. Bookings are non-refundable and non-transferable. Bookings require payment to be made 10 months 
prior to departure or at time of booking if within 10 months. Offer is not combinable with any other offer. t? Cruise Miles? T&Cs apply. Cruise Line T&Cs apply. E&OE. 
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Weather 
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Today A dry day for most with sunny spells, showers across parts of Ireland and Scotland. Max 31C (88F), min 13C (55F) Paul EE 
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Lyneham 5 5 0.0 n Ne torrential rains. Greece, Turkey and 
le A 3 . a " ? 
Manchester 2 5 {0 Cy Shrewibuye Nottingham e - CN Bulgaria are being hit by what 
Milford Haven 22 PC 0.0 " ' Norwich € appears to be a hurricane with 
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10% discount applies to specific holidays and tours only. All other holidays and tours will have a 5% discount applied. This offer aj 
may be withdrawn at any time. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Newmarket Holidays Ltd, ABTA V7812, ATOI 


SIX DAYS NOW FROM 


£1,040 


PER PERSON 


Five nights' dinner, bed and Scottish breakfast 
accommodation at a series of hotels on the Isle of Skye 
(two nights), Stornoway (two) and Newtonmore (one) 


Return flights to Edinburgh or Inverness, with coach 
travel and transfers throughout 


Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 


D 


325 protected, a company whol 


lies to bookings made by 29 September 2023. The discount applies to your final holiday price at the time of booking. Prices based on two sharing a room. Subject to availability and 
ly independent of News UK. Prices correct at time of going to press. Single supplements apply. Standard landline charges apply. 


P on the very edge of Britain, these beautiful, unspoilt islands, 
guardians of a rich culture with its roots in the mists of time have been 
continually inhabited for over 6000 years. Combining huge skies and the 
ocean-washed sands of vast empty beaches with mountains and moorlands 
rich in flora and fauna, and a pace of life long forgotten on the mainland, a 
holiday to the Outer Hebrides is an unforgettable experience. 


Departs October, 2023 to October, 2024 
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Sport 


149mph serve 
wows New 
York - but not 
Sheltons dad 


Parental lecture means 
20-year-old wont just 
use power against 
Djokovic, writes |se 
Stuart Fraser en 


en Shelton has lit up this 

US Open with his booming 

serves of up to 149mph, 

but one of his nearest 

and dearest is not so 
pleased. During his scintillating run 
to the semi-finals, the new American 
kid on the block walked off the 
court after one of his matches to a 
dressing-down from his father and 
coach, Bryan. 

“Dad is always upset when I go for 
the bombs,” Shelton, 20, said. “He was 
saying to me, 'I know you looked at 
the [speed] clock right after? They had 
a little statistic up on the screen of 
fastest serves of the tournament. He's 
like, ‘I know you were looking up 
at that, too, to see you were No l on 
the leaderboard.’ He gave me a hard 
time about it.” 

This may seem a little harsh of 
Shelton’s father — a former top- 
60 player who reached the last 
16 of Wimbledon in 1994 — but 
the advice was taken on board. 
His point was that simply 
hitting the ball as hard as you 
can is counterintuitive because 
this one-dimensional approach 
distracts you from other pivotal 
areas of your game. 

Having hit two 
consecutive serves LEZ 
of 149mph in his 
fourth-round 
match — only 
three miles per hour 
behind Andy 


The 20-year-old had 
never left the United 
States until this year 


Roddick’s tournament record — 
Shelton has since eased off a little. 
This approach paid off against his 
compatriot Frances Tiafoe in 
Tuesday’s quarter-final, when he 
mixed up the pace on his serve and 
relied more on his aggressive 
groundstrokes and superior net play 
to see him through in four sets. 

“I don't think pace is what makes 
my serve great,” Shelton said. “I can 
definitely get up there but if I hit 
147mph every single serve, the guys 
out here are going to catch up to it, 
they're going to start returning it and 
they're going to do it well. 

“Being able to change pace is 
something that’s really important for 
me. I think that sometimes when I’m 
chasing a number or I try to hit 
harder than what is within myself, it 
messes up my rhythm. It’s cool to see 
sometimes that, wow, I can hit the 
ball that hard. I think in the long run, 
hitting serves like that back to back 
probably isn’t something that’s great 
for my tennis overall.” 

Any members of the New York 
crowd left disappointed by the 
enforced reduction in Shelton’s serve 
speeds still have plenty of other 
elements to get behind. The left- 
handed world No 47 brings relentless 
energy to the court both with his 
attacking game style and 

infectious charisma. 

As the youngest American 
male to reach the semi-finals of 
the US Open since a 20-year-old 
Michael Chang in 1992, it has 
been a rapid rise since he 
left the US college circuit 
to turn professional this 
time last year. 
Remarkably, this year’s 
Australian Open in 
January marked the 
first time he had ever 
travelled outside of the 

United States. 

“My dad wanted me 
to get better in the 
States first,” Shelton 
said earlier this year. “I 
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Shelton admits that relying on his power serves won't work on a consistent basis 


‘Big Ben’ at the US Open 2023 


Fastest serves (mph) 


Ben Shelton {149 
Taylor Fritz EE 142 
Milos Raonic BENI 139 
Alex Zverev EN 138 
Jiri Vesely EE 137 


Break points converted* 


TFritz i ci. 
Matteo Arnaldi. BEEN cox 
BShelton © «57% 
Novak Djokovic NN 53% 


*Only includes men who made fourth round 
Source: IBM SlamTracker 


wasn't the best domestically [at junior 
tournaments], so there was no reason 
to go play in other countries.” 
Immediately, Shelton realised that 
he matched up well to best-of-five-set 
matches. He has a 10-3 win-loss 
record at the four grand-slam events 
this year, compared with 7-17 at 
regular best-of-three tournaments on 
the ATP Tour. In between his run to 
the quarter-finals of the Australian 
Open and the last four of the US 


Open, he has failed to win back-to- 
back matches. 

“The grand-slam events give me a 
great chance to show how 
competitive I am,” Shelton said. “They 
give me a chance to be tough 
mentally and physically. I think it’s a 
completely different ball game than 
two-out-of-three sets. 

“T'm definitely feeling joy a lot 
during the match. When I look over 
at my box and see my friends and 
family, I get some smiles out of them 
or funny signals. I enjoy that. 

“T also enjoy the tennis. It’s tough. 
I'm thinking to myself as I’m walking 
to get my towel in the fourth set 
[against Tiafoe] and it's like, "This is 
the greatest moment of my life on the 
tennis court, and I’m in a lot of pain 
physically. But I'm loving it.” 

One of the toughest grand-slam 
tasks awaits now. For the first time 
tomorrow, Shelton will take on Novak 
Djokovic, a master of pacing himself 
in the sport's extended format with 23 
major singles trophies to show for it. 

"[ think that it’s an advantage with 
my game style playing someone whos 
never played me before,” Shelton said. 
“I can bring some things to the table 
that maybe you don't see in your 
normal ATP Tour match." 


A player is 
going to die 

in this heat, 
says Medvedev 


Daniil Medvedev Russ. | 6| 6 | 6 
Andrey Rublev (Russ,8) |4|3|4 


Stuart Fraser 
Tennis Correspondent, New York 


Daniil Medvedev criticised the US 
Open organisers for forcing play to 
continue outdoors in the extreme heat 
after claiming that “one player is going 
to die” during his quarter-final victory 
over his fellow Russian Andrey Rublev. 

The 2021 champion wilted in tough 
conditions on Arthur Ashe Stadium 
yesterday and called for the doctor 
twice after claiming he "couldn't see the 
ball”. An air temperature of 33C and 
humidity of 43 per cent gave a real feel 
of 37C on the court. 

The US Open introduced a heat rule 
this week that allows for the stadium 
roof to be partially closed for extra 
shade when the real feel reading ex- 
ceeds 30C. But this did not cool the air 
sufficiently enough for Medvedev, who 
turned towards a television camera 
during the match and said: “One player 
is going to die and they're going to see.” 

Despite his complaints, Medvedey, 27, 
managed to triumph in straight sets with 
a 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 victory in two hours and 
48 minutes. Afterwards, he ranked this 
match alongside his appearance at the 


Medvedev makes his complaint into a 
courtside camera during the match 


Tokyo Olympics in 2021 as the toughest 
conditions he has ever played in. 

“Tt was brutal,” Medvedev said. “The 
only good thing I see in these condi- 
tions is that both suffered. It’s tough for 
both of us. There were some ups and 
downs. At the end of the first set I 
couldnt see the ball anymore. I played 
with sensations, tried to run, tried to go 
for it, tried to hit the ball. We were tired 
all the time. It was super tough to win." 

This was always going to be a gruel- 
ling battle between two players who 
prefer to rally from the baseline. It did 
not help Medvedev's physical state that 
he had to recover from a break down in 
each set to beat his close friend Rublev, 
the No8 seed who has now lost all nine 
grand-slam quarter-finals he hasplayed. 


l'm shocked, sad and angry not to be on Europe’s Ryder Cup team, admits Meronk 


Golf Adrian Meronk has admitted he 
was “shocked, sad and angry” not to 
receive a Ryder Cup wild card from 
Europe captain Luke Donald. 

Meronk won his third DP World 
Tour title in the space of ten months 
in May’s Italian Open, which was 
staged at the Ryder Cup venue on the 
outskirts of Rome. 

The 30-year-old Pole also finished 
fifth on the European Points list, 20 
places above the selected Nicolai 
Hojgaard, while Shane Lowry’s 
selection has also been questioned 
owing to a poor run of form. 


Meronk finished tied for 13th in last 
weeks final qualifying event in 
Switzerland and was expecting good 
news when he received the call from 
Donald while on a train to Geneva. 

“It's been an emotional time for me 
— from shock to sadness to anger — 
and now I'm trying to turn it into 
motivation going into this week,” 
Meronk said of his title defence at the 
Horizon Irish Open. 

“Its a hard one to swallow. I 
thought I'd done enough. I wish them 
good luck and I will focus on my 
game and move forward. 


“They told me they were going to 
call regardless, and I was in quite a 
good mood, to be honest. I'd had a 
nice finish and I was in shock. 

“I heard from him [Donald] that it 
was tough for him as well but when 
he said I’m not going I kind of 
stopped listening. He was saying that 
someone has to stay home, it was 
close and stuff like that. 

“On Monday, the first half of the 
day was just sadness and disbelief and 
then anger because the last year and 
a half I spent a lot of time thinking 
about this. That was my goal.” 


Thomas back in fifth as Spain's Herrada wins 11th stage 


Cycling Spain’s Jesus Herrada claimed 
the polka dot jersey for the best 
climber at La Vuelta by winning stage 
11. The former Tour de France 
champion, Geraint Thomas, could 
take only fifth place on the steep final 
climb to La Laguna Negra. 

There were numerous early 
breakaway attempts, all foiled by the 
peloton. With almost 50 kilometres 
gone, a group including Herrada and 
Thomas broke clear. France’s Romain 
Grégoire finished in second, three 
seconds behind Herrada. 

The main contenders for the overall 


lead all came in almost six minutes 
behind the winner. The American, 
Sepp Kuss, retained the red jersey and 
holds a 26-second lead over Marc 
Soler, with Remco Evenepoel in third 
place and Primoz Roglic fourth. 

After a mostly flat ride, the stage 
ended with a category one climb for 
the final 6.5km. “I felt that I had no 
real gas at the end. Bit limited, but we 
gave everything on the day,” Thomas 
said. “The final climb was too steep. I 
couldn't quite finish it off.” 

Today's 12th stage is a flat 151-km 
ride from Olvega to Zaragoza. 
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Racing Sport 


Wolverhampton 

Rob Wright 

5.45 The Smiling Wolf (nb) 7.45 Naxos 

6.15 Razzam 8.15 Belgoprince 


6.45 Moonspirit 8.45 Prisoner’s 
7.15 Parlando Dilemma (nap) 


Going standard Sky Sports Racing/ITV4 
Draw 5f-7f, low best Racing League fixture 
5.45 Handicap ITV4 

(2-Y-O: £12,885: 6f) (12) 
1 (9) 42112 MINI MAGNA 6 (BED) E Dunlop 9-11 Morgan Cole (5) 
2 (8) 415 SUCCESSION 104 C Cox 9-8 T Whelan 
3 (5) 66152 TIERNEY 15 (BF,D) H Palmer 9-7 P-L Jamin 


4 (2) 60621 THE SMILING WOLF 6 (D) Jack Channon 9-7(6ex) 
Rose Dawes (5) 


5 (10) 25233 PRESSURE’S ON 6 E Dunlop 9-6 L Morris 
6 (1) 5510 AJWADI 14 (D) R Fahey 9-6 CHardie 
7 (6) 5230 PARKER'S PIECE 26 M Bell 9-5 R Clutterbuck 
8 (11) 444 SKILLED MASTER 44 (P) J Tate 9-2 B Robinson 
9 (3) 33334 CROCUS TIME 19 R Hannon 9-2 SM Levey 
10 (4) 042 SUICIDE BLONDE 15 R Spencer 9-2 D McMonagle 
11 (7) 5125 BEYOND BORDERS 32 (D) KR Burke 9-0 J Peate (3) 
12(12) 503 COGSWORTH 24 C Dwyer 8-11 GMRyan 


7-2 The Smiling Wolf, 5-1 Mini Magna, 6-1 Suicide Blonde, 7-1 Tierney, 
8-1 Pressure’s On, 12-1 Crocus Time, Ajwadi, Succession, 14-1 others. 


Rob Wright's choice: The Smiling Wolf can defy a penalty 
for his Ffos Las win Dangers Mini Magna, Suicide Blonde 


615 Handicap (£12,885: 6f) (13) ITV4 
1 (6) 24020 INTERNATIONAL GIRL 14 (D) R Fahey 5-9-12 C Hardie 


2 (5)21012 HELLO ME 7 (CD) Joseph Parr 5-9-11 L Morris 
3 (3)00604 MINNETONKA 15 (D) R Hannon 3-9-10 S M Levey 
4 (7) 4-110 CRIMSON ANGEL 21 C Cox 3-9-10 R Clutterbuck 
5 (2) -1613 MOMAER 28 (H,T,D) M Loughnane 4-9-9 Billy Loughnane (3) 


6 (11) 34623 LE BEAU GARCON 27 (B,BF) M & D Easterby 4-9-9 
B Robinson 


7 (9) 004-4 KIT GABRIEL 29 (P,D) D Loughnane 4-9-8 D McMonagle 
8 (8) 63100 ESTATE 21 (T) A Balding 3-9-7 D Probert 
9 (1) 04000 BEAR PROFIT 7 (P,D) S C Williams 4-9-6 Laura Pearson 


10(10) 24312 RAZZAM 7 M Appleby 3-9-6 F Larson (3) 
11(12) 30001 ALCAZAN 13 (CD) R Teal 5-9-3 T Whelan 
12(13) 43450 WATER OF LEITH 21 (CD) J Goldie 5-9-2 — P Mulrennan 
13 (4) -6404 AIRA FORCE 5 (P,D) D & C Kubler 3-9-0 K Shoemark 


5-] Razzam, 11-2 Hello Me, 7-1 International Girl, Le Beau Garcon, 8-1 
Minnetonka, Momaer, 10-1 Alcazan, 12-1 Crimson Angel, Estate, 20-1 others. 
Wright choice: Razzam, beaten a neck in a similar race at 
Newcastle, can go one better Dangers Estate, Hello Me 


6.45 Handicap ITV4 
G-Y-O: £12,885: 1m 1f) (10) 

1 (10) 0-201 PJANOO 21 (P) R Spencer 9-11 D McMonagle 
2 (8) 16644 OLD SMOKE 28 (P) R Fahey 9-6 C Hardie 
3 (2) 4143 MOONSPIRIT7 G Boughey 9-6 — Billy Loughnane (3) 
4 (6) 51600 NOODLE MISSION 15 (CD) M Bell 9-6 — R Clutterbuck 
5. (5) 15102 YEOMAN 18 (BF,CD) J Fanshawe 9-5 CShepherd 
6 (4) 30310 ACHILLEA 21 D Ivory 9-4 K Shoemark 
7 (1) 26002 SUPASPECIALAWESOME 29 (V,BF,O H Palmer 9-3 

P-L Jamin 
8 (9) 0-200 LUNARSCAPE 84 E J-Houghton 9-2 S M Levey 
9 (3) 14513 ROYAL DREAM 8 (T,CD) E Dunlop 9-1 L Morris 
10 (7) 60654 VALKYRIAN 8 J Osborne 9-1 R Coakley 


4-1 Moonspirit, 9-2 Yeoman, 5-1 Royal Dream, 6-1 Pjanoo, 7-1 
Supaspecialawesome, 8-1 Old Smoke, 10-1 Noodle Mission, 12-1 others. 

Wright choice: Moonspirit drops in trip after travelling well 
for a long way at Newcastle Dangers Pjanoo, Royal Dream 


715 Handicap (£25,770: 1m 1) (1) ITV4 
1 (2) 1-100 LIR SPECIALE 40 R Varian 4-9-12 C Shepherd 
2. (5) 05-02 KOY KOY 32 G Boughey 4-9-10 Billy Loughnane (3) 
3 (10) 55364 UNITED FRONT 10 (H) M Appleby 6-9-10 — F Larson (3) 
4 (1) 64124 HAFEET ALAIN 26 E Walker 7-9-9 R Coakley 
5 (3) 30223 WHAT'S THE STORY 18 (P) R Fahey 9-9-6 C Hardie 
6 (8) -0100 HARSWELL DUKE 33 (D) R Fell & 5 Murray 5-9-2 J Peate (3) 
7 (7) 53102 FARASI LANE 21 (V) T Ward 5-9-2 S M Levey 
8. (9) /233 PARLANDO 7 | Williams 4-9-2 T Whelan 
9 (4) 10016 YOUNG FIRE 26 (V,CD) D O'Meara 8-9-0 — GM Ryan 
10 (6) 02003 CRY HAVOC 15 R Guest 6-8-11 L Morris 
11(11) 62210 NIGHT ARC 34 R Hannon 4-8-8 N Currie 


4-1 What's The Story, 5-1 Farasi Lane, 11-2 Hafeet Alain, 7-1 United Front, 
3-1 Lir Speciale, Parlando, 10-1 Young Fire, 12-1 Koy Koy, 16-1 others. 

Wright choice: Parlando was a fair third at Newmarket; 
still unexposed Dangers What's The Story, Young Fire 


745 Handicap ITV4 
(£25,770: 1m 1f 104ya) (11) 
1 (2) -4112 GRAIGNES 12 (T) G Baker 7-9-12 P Mulrennan 


2 (4) 26000 MARIE'S DIAMOND 12 R Fell & 5 Murray 7-9-8 J Peate (3) 
3 (6) 05440 CIVIL LAW 92 (CD) R Teal 6-9-7 T Whelan 
4 (1) 2-102 NAXOS 26 (H) G Boughey 3-9-6 D McMonagle 


5 (10) 0-605 CAROLUS MAGNUS 7 (T) M & D Easterby 5-9-6 
Josephine Gordon 
6 (8) 23014 PAINTERS PALETTE 7 (T,CD) R Menzies 4-9-5 


F Larson (3) 
7 (5) -4420 HAVE SECRET 12 R Fahey 3-9-5 C Hardie 
8 (3) 23513 FANTASY BELIEVER 28 E Walker 6-9-4 R Coakley 
9 (7) 3-025 KINGORI 27 S & E Crisford 4-9-1 L Morris 


10 (9) 16102 ARCADIAN NIGHTS 28 (CD) M Loughnane 5-9-0 
Billy Loughnane (3) 
11(11) -2004 LUCKY SAN JORE 15 (H,CD) M Botti 4-8-10 
Morgan Cole (5) 


9-2 Naxos, 5-1 Have Secret, Graignes, 6-1 Painters Palette, 7-1 Arcadian 
Nights, 10-1 Lucky San Jore, Fantasy Believer, 12-1 Kingori, 16-1 others. 

Wright choice: Naxos stayed on well when second over a mile 
at Newmarket Dangers Arcadian Nights, Carolus Magnus 


815 Handicap (£25,770: 1m 60 (1) ITV4 
1 (3)241-0 ACHNAMARA 49 (P,CD) P Kirby 4-9-13 C Hardie 
2 (6)03154 DIAMOND BAY 18 (CD) T Ward 5-9-9 S M Levey 


3 (10) 01214 THE THUNDERER 42 (C) S C Williams 5-9-8 Laura Pearson 


4 (8) 23303 FAYLAQ 13 J Goldie 7-9-8 P Mulrennan 
5 (5) -6110 ALNILAM 23 (D) M Harris 4-9-0 R Clutterbuck 
6 (9) 11121 GLENISTER 7 Sir M Prescott 4-9-0(5ex) L Morris 
7 (4) 23631 PERCY JONES 20 (CD) M Loughnane 4-8-13 G M Ryan 
8 (2) -5322 DARK ISLAND 18 H Main 4-8-12 Gina Mangan (3) 
9 (11) 1-600 SOPHOSC J46 (C) | Williams 7-8-9 T Whelan 


10 (7) 00121 BELGOPRINCE 10 (T,D) A J Martin (Ire) 6-8-8(5ex) 
Billy Loughnane (3) 


11 (1) -2356 GOZO 43 (P,T) B Brookhouse 3-8-5 N Currie 
9-4 Belgoprince, 5-1 Glenister, 6-1 Percy Jones, 7-1 Dark Island, 10-1 Diamond 
Bay, Faylaq, The Thunderer, 12-1 Alnilam, 16-1 others. 

Wright choice: Belgoprince can follow up his 11-length 
success at Epsom Dangers Percy Jones, Glenister 


8.45 Handicap (£51,540: 6f) (13) ITV4 
1 (9) 45400 MUMS TIPPLE 12 (CD) R Hannon 6-9-12 S M Levey 
2 (13) 11/3- SPACE COWBOY 510 (CD) R Spencer 4-9-7 D McMonagle 
3 (10) 16501 TIGER CRUSADE 40 (D) D M Simcock 6-9-3 R Clutterbuck 


4 (5) 12300 ARAMIS GREY 19 (CD) R Guest 6-9-0 C Shepherd 
5 (7) 6-024 GET IT 18 (H,O G Baker 5-8-13 P Mulrennan 
6 (6) 340-0 BOSH 12 (D) R Hannon 4-8-13 N Currie. 


7 (11) 56350 STRONG POWER 40 (P,CD) B Ellison 6-8-13 B Robinson 
8 (3)51001 GOOD EARTH 18 (D) M Herrington 6-8-13 — JP Sullivan 
9 (4) 55212 LEQUINTO 31 (B,GD) A Carroll 6-8-12 T Whelan 
10 (1) 00505 PRISONER'S DILEMMA 18 (V,D) J F Levins (Ire) 7-8-12 G M Ryan 


11 (8) 13316 MONSIEUR KODI 19 (D) R Fahey 4-8-7 C Hardie 
12(12) 5-515 CELTIC CHAMPION 19 (D) A Balding 3-8-6 — D Probert 
13 (2) 00136 WALKING ON CLOUDS 59 (D) J Butler 4-8-4 — L Morris 


11-2 Mums Tipple, 6-1 Monsieur Kodi, Good Earth, 8-1 Prisoner's Dilemma, 
Lequinto, Tiger Crusade, 10-1 Space Cowboy, Get It, Celtic Champion, 14-1 others. 
Wright choice: Prisoner's Dilemma can make the most of 
a falling mark Dangers Monsieur Kodi, Celtic Champion 


Haydock 
Rob Wright 


2.00 Unplugged 


4.05 The Bitter Moose 


2.30 Elmonjed 4.40 Zarga 
3.00 Be Here Now 5.10 Leitzel 
3.30 L'Ennemi 

Going good 


Draw no advantage Racing TV 


2.00 Amateur Jockeys’ Handicap 
(£4,222: 1m 4f) (9) 

1 (2)21134 UNPLUGGED 9 (CD) M & D Easterby 7-11-4 Miss Serena Brotherton 
2. (1) 01001 BOLLIN MARGARET 9 (P,D) T Easterby 6-11-4 Mr T Easterby (5) 
3 (4)01131 DOGGED 10 (P) R Menzies 6-11-4(5ex) Mr P Thomas (5) 
4 (9) 32445 RESTORER 10 (P,D) | Williams 11-11-0 Mr Ned Sangster (7) 
5 
6 
7 
8 


(7) 33210 TURNER GIRL 17 (P,D) E Dunlop 4-11-0 Miss Sophie Smith 
(8) 3/231 SHE'S A NOVELTY 25 (T) F O'Brien 8-10-11 Miss B Hampson 
(6) 03-40 SUPER STARS 86 (BF) J Camacho 4-10-8 Miss Elle Paterson (5) 
(3) 26635 SAMEEM 17 (P,D) T Easterby 7-10-5 Mrs Emily Roberts 
9 (5) 5320 SHE'S OUT OF REACH 105 Syd Hosie 5-10-1Mr Jack Callan (7) 
10-3 She's A Novelty, 7-2 Dogged, 11-2 Bollin Margaret, 13-2 Unplugged, 15-2 
Sameem, 8-1 Turner Girl, Super Stars, 10-1 Restorer, 50-1 She's Out Of Reach. 


2.30 Novice Stakes (2-Y-0: £5,400: 6f) (10) 


1 (0 1 ELMONJED 17 (D) W Haggas 9-9 T Marquand 
2 (8 DRIFTS AWAY T Kent 9-2 CPlanas (3) 
3 (6)  65ELLIOTT 12 R Menzies 9-2 A Rawlinson 
4 (9 0FAUNTLEROY 73 S & E Crisford 9-2 H Burns (3) 
5 (5) 2 FINBAR FUREY 22 C Cox 9-2 R Kingscote 
6 (1) 63 FIRST ENCORE 40 E Walker 9-2 W Buick 
7 Q0) 0 FRANKIE VALLIANCE 19 D Loughnane 9-2 D Muscutt 
8 (2) 33 INGLEBY ARCHIE 12 Adrian Nicholls 9-2 B McHugh 
9 (3) MADE ALL A Brittain 9-2 C Fallon 
10 (7)  02ROBBO 19 (C Hills 9-2 R Hornby 


9-4 Elmonjed, 9-2 First Encore, 5-1 Finbar Furey, Ingleby Archie, 6-1 others. 


3.00 Handicap (2-Y-0: £4,590: 5f) (5) 
1 (1) 30031 GOODEVENINGMRBOND 10 (T,D) Jack Jones 10-0(6ex) W Buick 


2 (5) 4243 ANGEL SHARED 36 Steph Hollinshead 9-9 — D Costello 
3 (4) 06032 BE HERE NOW 9 (BF) N Tinkler 9-8 T Marquand 
4 (3) 4351 BLUE MOON BABY 8 (D) J J Quinn 9-5(6ex) J Hart 

S Gray 


5 (2) 03063 OUT OF LINE 18 K R Burke 9-0 
5-2 Be Here Now, 11-4 Goodeveningmrbond, 7-2 Blue Moon Baby, 4-1 others. 


3.30 Novice Stakes (2-Y-0: £5,400: 1m) (9) 


1 (6) GULF LEGEND J Ferguson 9-2 D Muscutt 
2 (4) 66 HAWA JUMEIRAH 28 | Mohammed 9-2 C Fallon 
3 (8 62 L'ENNEMI 22 R Beckett 9-2 R Hornby 
4 (3) LEGEND OF TIME C Appleby 9-2 W Buick 
5 (9) 35 MANNERISM 27 KR Burke 9-2 S Gray 
6 (2) ODIN LEGACY R Hannon 9-2 S Hitchcott 
7 2 SEDGEMOOR 22 R Hannon 9-2 Doubtful 
8 (7) VICTORIOUS STREET S & E Crisford 9-2 — James Doyle 
9 (5) WAFEI W Haggas 9-2 T Marquand 


9-4 Legend Of Time, 4-1 L'Ennemi, 9-2 Wafei, 5-1 Victorious Street, 8-1 Gulf 
Legend, 10-1 Mannerism, 12-1 Odin Legacy, 33-1 Hawa Jumeirah. 


4.05 Handicap (2-Y-0: £4,449: 7f) (8) 


1 (2) 04635 COMMANDER CROUCH 12 R Hannon 9-9 ` S Hitchcott 
2 (3) 321 CHIC COLOMBINE 70 (D) G Boughey 9-8 W Buick 
3 (8) 025 MIGGY MAGIC 34 (T) T Dascombe 9-8 Doubtful 
4 (5) 046 DARING LEGEND 30 J Ferguson 9-7 D Muscutt 
5 (7)02012 DAN DEE PRINCE 7 (P,D) T Dascombe 9-6 A Rawlinson 
6 (4) 02012 DOUBLETALK 15 (D) C Johnston 9-4 James Doyle 
7 (6)20040 JOHN STEED 29 D Loughnane 9-4 S Cherchi 
8 (1) 5503 THE BITTER MOOSE 20 H Palmer 9-3 T Marquand 
6-4 Chic Colombine, 4-1 Dan Dee Prince, 6-1 Doubletalk, 7-1 The Bitter Moose, 
8-1 Commander Crouch, 10-1 Daring Legend, 12-1 John Steed. 


440 Fillies’ Handicap (£12,885: 1m 20 (6) A A 
1 (5) 1302 VEIL OF SHADOWS 21 C Appleby 3-9-10 ` James Doyle Carlisle Salisbury 
2 (D 411 SAPPHIRE SEAS 155 C Appleby 3-9-9 wBuick | Rob Wright Rob Wright 
3 (4) 10-0 MAPPATASSIE 47 C Cox 4-9-5 C Fallon z 
4.35 Dream Deal 6.35 Elettaria 2.10 Havana Goldrush 4.15 Katey Kontent 
4 Q) 11 ROYAL MILA 80 (D) W Hagas 3-9-2 TMarquand | 5.05 Lazareti 7.05 Imperial Quarter 2.40 Cambridge 4.45 Resolute Man 
5_(3) 12366 ERMESINDE 55 (D) K P De Foy 3-9-1 DMuscutt | 5,35 He's An Angel 7.35 Toutatis 3.10 Serene Seraph 5.15 Alice Knyvet 
6 (6) -3214 ZARGA 18 (BF,D) Sir M Stoute 3-8-12 R Kingscote 6.05 Victory Shout 3.40 Miaharris 
11-10 Royal Mila, 9-4 Sapphire Seas, 5-1 Veil Of Shadows, 7-1 others. 


510 Fillies’ Handicap (£4,449: 1m 4f (7) 
1 (1) -6503 REAL TERMS 52 (D) G Tuer 6-10-2 
2 (5) 15244 READY TO SHINE 12 (P,D) J Camacho 4-9-13 D Costello 
3 (2) 03410 TYPICAL WOMAN 10 (P,CD) | Williams 4-9-12 W Buick 
4 (3) -0050 LEITZEL 19 (C) D O'Meara 3-9-9 T Marquand 
5 (7) 32560 BOOKMARK 24 (D) M Loughnane 5-9-5 A Farragher (3) 
6 (4) 26450 FANTIZZY 19 Steph Hollinshead 3-9-2 S Cherchi 
7 (6) -0631 MOVIE STAR LOOKS 15 (D) C Cox 3-9-1 — R Kingscote 
2-1 Movie Star Looks, 5-2 Real Terms, 10-3 Typical Woman, 10-1 Leitzel, 
Ready To Shine, 16-1 Fantizzy, Bookmark 


Going good to firm, good in places 


3 


4 (13) 0-002 KEEP ME STABLE 9 Miss L Perratt 3-9-8 


Draw 5f-1m, low numbers best Racing TV 

OStammers | 4.35 Handicap (£4,187: 6f) (16) 
1 (9) 40201 DREAM DEAL 17 (P,T,D) D Brooke 4-9-10 J Garritty 
2 (10) 40000 LEZARDRIEUX 17 (D) G Tuer 6-9-9 S James 


(7) 26060 SOUTH DAKOTA SIOUX 26 (H,D) D O'Meara 3-9-9 
Mark Winn (3) 
R Scott 


5 (16) 00300 DANDYS GOLD 76 (D) R Fell & S Murray 9-9-8 B Curtis 


6 
2 


(5) 33000 NIGHTOUT 10 (B,T) T Easterby 3-9-7 DAllan 
(4) 33601 ONE OF OUR OWN 12 (P,D) R Menzies 3-9-7 P Mathers 


8 (12) 50122 RAINBOW RAIN 12 (V,BE,D) T Wagoott 4-9-6 — T Eaves 
9 (15) 00120 RAIN CAP 17 (V,D) J Riches 6-9-5 Doubtful 

10 (1) 3560 GO SING 12 (P) J Camacho 5-9-4 Ryan Sexton (3) 

Southwell 11 (8) 60203 MERRY SECRET 6 (T,D) L Mullaney 5-8-12 — C Beasley 
Rob Wright 12 (2) 466-0 SECRET EQUITY 248 (D) J Camacho 6-8-10 GLee 
FA 13(11) 65405 DOON THE GLEN 9 J Goldie 3-8-9 J Fanning 

Se Teamin Fe ae Town 14 (3) 32000 MUATADEL 11 (B,D) J Wainwright 10-5-9 A Mullen 
2.48 Hobie 4.55 Lelantos 15 (6) 55000 SHARRABANG 21 (B,D) Mrs Stella Barclay 7-89 ran 
3.18 Hurricane Ali 16(14) -0000 HELIANTHUS 86 P Kirby 3-8-7 D Fentiman 
Going: good Sky Sports Racing | 9:4 Rainbow Rain, 11-2 One Of Our Own, 6-1 Dream Deal, 7-1 Keep Me Stable, 
145 Handicap Chase (£3,406: 2m 40 (9) | 19165ms 12-1 Merry Secret, 14-1 Nightout 16-1 Lerardrieux, 20-Loters 


1 55-6P BIG DIFFERENCE 88 (V,D) L Morgan 10-12-0 AWedg | 5.05 Handicap (2-Y-O: £4,187: 5f) (10) 
2. 2P-44 TEDWIN HILLS 16 E Lavelle 6-11-11 TBellamy | 4 (o 60430 FAST LOVE 25T Easterby 9-9 Dii 
3 .P-11P MYSTIC MAN 41 (P,CD) Harry Derham 6-11-3 B Bromley (5) i 
: i 2 (1) 04060 DEAR MARY 17 (P) T Easterby 9-8 D Fentiman 
4 P-100 BERGENTOWN 36 (T) J Candlish 6-11-2 Sean Quinlan 5 
: 3 (7) 55602 SERGEANT MAYER 8 N Tinkler 9-8 R Scott 
5 UP-34 CONCEAL 35 (P,D) Billy Aprahamian 8-11-1 — H Bannister 
m 4 (B) 6604 SPACE NINJA 21 James Horton 9-5 P J McDonald 
6 -3P30 FOX'S SOCKS 32 (T) M Sowersby 8-10-12 — A Anderson (5) 
5 (5) 503 LAZARETI 18 | Jardine 9-4 A Mullen 
7 6-465 ONENIGHTINTOWN 60 (P,T) M Hammond 9-10-5 B Hughes : 
PET T 6 (4) 03230 ZAPHEA 8 R Fell & S Murray 9-4 B Curtis 
8 00P06 CARAPAZ 16 (P,T) David Dennis 5-10-2 R Patrick 000 SECRET COMMAND 20 Adrian Nicholls 9-3 € Murtagh 
9 002P4 CHEER'S DELBOY 19 (T,V) Harriet Dickin 10-10-2 Doubtful | 2 Man Toos 2 urtan 
ANEM TA TAn HG 92 Coca AT oth 8 (2) 03000 NAVAL FLIGHT 21 D O'Meara 8-13. Mark Winn (3) 
inus Rea a S, 9 (3) 40004 ROCK LODGE 8 (B) Phillip Makin 8-12 S James 
218 Handicap Chase (£4,859: 3m 2f) (7) 1010) 0000 BELLA CAMINA 24 (B) K Ryan 8-8 G Lee 


9-4 Sergeant Mayer, 4-1 Space Ninja, 5-1 Zaphea, 6-1 Lazareti, 15-2 Rock 


1 P-135 BIOWAVEGO 42 (P) Jonjo O'Neill 6-12-0 — Jonjo O'Neill Jr 5 i Deer ` 

2 48801 FAIRLAWN FLYER 22 (P) P Bowen 7-12 SBowen |  L2dge,10-L Fast Love, 12-1 Naval Flight, 16-1 Secret Command, 20-1 others. 

3 -6211 SWAPPED 44 (P,C) C&A & Pogson 6-11-13 P Armson (3) i . 

4 -3544 MOON KING 32 (T,V) CLongsdon 7-11-10 —— B Roberts (5) 5.35 Handicap (£4187: 5f) (12) 

5. -3451 ECOSSAIS 36 (T,V,CD) 0 Greenall & J Guerriero 9-11-8Toby Wynne (5) | 2 (8) 20501 CAVALIER APPROACH 13 (D) E Bethell 3-9-9C Rodriguez 

6 31524 DINDIN 14 (8,1) D Pipe 10-11-6 JTudor | 2 (113106 ASTAPOR 17 (CD) J Riches 5-9-8 Doubtful 

7 UP-60 MASSONS CASTLE 59 M Sowersby 8-11-2 A Anderson (5) | 3 (4) 334-3 DARK CRUSADE 89 P Midgley 3-9-7 G Lee 

7-4 Swapped, 5-2 Fairlawn Flyer, 9-2 Ecossais, 13-2 Biowavego, 10-1 others, | 4 (9) -0064 TRIPLE JAYE 23 (H,P,D) T Easterby 5-9-6 D Allan 

———M—M || 5 (5) 20351 SIXCOR 9 (PD) Miss L Perratt 5-9-5(5ex) — A Breslin (3) 

2.48 Novices’ Hurdle (£4,357: 2m) (9) 6 (2) 21340 ONE LAST HUG 26 (D) J Goldie 8-9-4 J Fanning 

1 0-126 ADAMARIS 19 (P) A Keatley 6-11-7 BHughes | 7 (11) 00144 WEE FAT MAC 13 (7,0) | Jardine 4-9-3 A Mullen 
44214 BOOK OF SECRETS 19 (P,T) € & A & Pogson 5-11-7 vR T Dunne 8 (3) 406-0 HE'S AN ANGEL 17 (P,T) T Easterby 3-9-2 P Dennis 
0-513 HOBIE 96 (D) David Dennis 6-11-7 G Sheehan | 9 (12) 33016 BASHOLO 12 (D) Mrs Stella Barclay 4-8-12 — AJary (7) 

531P SOBEGRAND 47 (BF,D) O Murphy 4-11-5 SBowen | 10 (7) 5540 OPAL STORM 11 CFairhurst 3-8-10 — — A Brookes (5) 

22122 MANIMOLE 44 (BF,D) N Twiston-Davies 6-11-0 S Twiston-Davies | 21 (6) 22002 BIRDIE BOWERS 11 (D) D Thompson 6-8-7 — P Mathers 


P/106 ROCK D'ETE 8 S Allwood 6-11-0 A Johns 
U CASSIEL 12 M Weatherer 4-10-12 Thomas Dowson 
6 TARA VANGO 41 (H) J Coulson 4-10-5 M Kendrick 
2-1 Adamaris, 10-3 Hobie, 7-2 Sobegrand, 9-2 Manimole, 6-1 others. 


318 Handicap Hurdle (£5,809: 2m) (6) 


03203 HURRICANE ALI 53 (CD) J Mackie 7-12-0 
521-5 SWAFFHAM BULBECK 122 (8F,D) S Edmunds 9-11-13 Ciaran Gethings 
5-132 NIBRAS GOLD 38 (P,T,D) D Pipe 5-11-5 
0-331 PILLAR OF STEEL 35 (P,D) Henry Oliver 8-11-3 Jamie Moore 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 5 POINT OF HONOUR 19 Craig Lidster 8-11-0Miss P Brown (7) 
7 
8 
9 


FIP-U LUNAR SHADOW F19 (CD) A King 5-11-2 
P-123 NEVENDON F19 (T,D) Alexandra Dunn 6-10-10  N Scholfield 
3-1 Hurricane Ali, 4-1 Pillar Of Steel, Swaffham Bulbeck, 9-2 others. 


3.55 No 
(£3,406: 2m) (9) 

/3-62 CHAMPAGNE TOWN 106 (W,T) K Frost 6-12-0 — B Hughes 

-1600 BAIKAL 19 (T,D) A West 4-11-12 L Edwards 

330 STAR LEGEND 14 James Owen 4-11-10 Mr A Chadwick (7) 

0PO-P ALLIBABA 17 P Kirby 5-11-9 Thomas Dowson 


e vns vom e 


12(10) 05406 CANARIA PRINCE 2 (P,D) T Easterby 5-8-7 D Fentiman 
3-1 Cavalier Approach, 11-2 Dark Crusade, 6-1 Wee Fat Mac, Sixcor, 7-1 Birdie 
Bowers, 8-1 Triple Jaye, Basholo, 10-1 One Last Hug, 14-1 others. 


6.05 Novice Stakes (2-Y-0: £6,750: 1m) (5) 


1 (2) 51 SILENT MOVE 20 R Fahey 9-11 B Garritty 
2 (5) 0 APACHE ANGEL 30 5 Corbett 9-4 H Russell 
Sean Quinlan 3 (3) 42 APIARIST 20 (BF) K Ryan 9-4 T Eaves 
4 (4) LOVE SAFARI C Johnston 9-4 B Curtis 
JTudor | 5 (1)  54VICTORY SHOUT 27 K R Burke 9-4 S James 

13-8 Apiarist, 9-4 Victory Shout, 5-2 Silent Move, 7-1 others. 

T Cannon 
6.35 Handicap (£4187: 1m) (13) 

1 (8) -00P5 LOOM LARGE 10 (T) | Jardine 4-9-11 J Fanning 
es' Handicap Hurdle 2 (7) 4350 GRACELANDS GIRL 17 T Easterby 4-9-10 D Allan 
3 (12) 26534 MERRICOURT 8 (P,D) | Jardine 7-9-7 A Mullen 


4 (13) 46502 SHAHNAZ 7 (P,CD) Gemma Tutty 4-9-7 Laura Coughlan (5) 


5 


(6) 0-616 SHIFTER 8 (D) W Storey 4-9-6 Paula Muir (3) 


6 


7 (10) -3204 JEWEL OF KABEIR 10 (V) A Keatley 4-9-4 


(4) 02303 YEEEAAH 8 (BF) T Davidson 4-9-4 P J McDonald 


Dale Swift 


8 (11) -6405 ROYAL PROSPECT 23 (T,CD) L Mullaney 8-9-2S B Kirrane 


B Carver 9 
-P540 HORIZON DOVE 19 (P,T) L Morgan 6-10-7 A Wedge 
P-P5P KALYPTRA 14 (P,T) M Young 7-10-5 CHammond 


P0353 NAASIK 14 (V) J Norton 10-10-3 J Williamson (5) 
00/06 BEAT THE STORM 65 (T,V) Alexandra Dunn 5-10-2 Jamie Moore 
13-8 Ez Tiger, 11-4 Champagne Town, 9-2 Naasik, 13-2 others. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 6-241 EZ TIGER 66 (T,CD) A Hales 6-11-0 
6 
7 
8 
9 


10 (5) 30060 COSA SARA 8 (B,D) J Goldie 5-9-0 


(9) 05413 CHINESE SPIRIT 2 (CD) Miss L Perratt 9-9-2(4ex) G Lee 
Mark Winn (3) 


11 (3) 64041 ELETTARIA 15 (P,O J Wainwright 4-8-13 Ryan Sexton (3) 


12 (1) 62656 WILLING TO PLEASE 22 (P,CD) P Kirby 6-8-9 
13 (2) -2400 RED COMMAND 30 (P) T Waggott 4-8-9 


B Curtis 
C Beasley 


9-2 Yeeeaah, 5-1 Chinese Spirit, 11-2 Shahnaz, 13-2 Merricourt, 8-1 Elettaria, 


4.25 Novices’ Handicap Hurdle 10-1 Willing To Please, Gracelands Girl, Shifter, 20-1 others. 

(£3,406: 2m) (9) a 
1 6240 SKEETER PARK 8 M Appleby 6-12-0 C Hammond 705 Novice Stakes (£4,320: 1m 10 5) 
2 40-2 ABRAAJ 22 (P) S Pearce 5-11-13 JQuinlan | 1 (3) 50 BEST GUESS 181 F Murtagh 3-9-7 CMurtagh 
3 60/0- FRISCO QUEEN 476 D Brooke 7-11-11 SBowen | 2 (2) 4360 KINTARO 34 (V) R Fahey 3-9-7 B Garritty 
4 /540- SHUIL DONN 360 (W,H) Paul Collins 7-11-9 Mr John Dawson (3) | 3 (D MAN OF MONACO C Johnston 3-9-7 J Fanning 
5 653-0 ASA 17 P Kirby 4-11-1 Thomas Dowson | 4 (9) WADACRE MAXIMUS C Johnston 3-9-7 F Norton 
6 02641 TALLY'S SON 14 (D) N Mulholland 9-10-7 HReed | 5 (0 5 IMPERIAL QUARTER 34 (H) R Varian 3-9-2 B Curtis 
7 -P50P DEE DAY LANDING 51 M Weatherer 6-10-6 Doubtful | 6-5 Imperial Quarter, 10-3 Kintaro, 4-1 Man Of Monaco, 6-1 others. 
8 5U44- ROGUE MISSION 339 (T) M Harris 4-105 B Harris (5) " 
9 — 0P5- CAWTHORNE CRACKER 204 (T) 0 Greenall & J Guerier410-2 Toby Wynne 5) | 7.35 — Handicap (£4,187: 1m 6f) (10) 
2-1 Tally's Son, 9-2 Rogue Mission, 5-1 Abraaj, 6-1 Skeeter Park, 10-1 others. 1 (8) 0-040 THE NAVIGATOR 17 (GD) D Sayer 8-10-1 P J McDonald 
fe — 


4.55 Handicap Hurdle (£4,225: 3m) (8) 


(2) 6665 MERRIJIG 26 J Berry 5-10-1 B Curtis 


(6) 11164 BOBBY SHAFTOE 160 (8) J Goldie 5-10-1 Mark Winn (3) 


2 

3 
1 3-1F5 BROOMFIELDS CAVE 16 (P,CD) N Mulholland 6-12-0 S Twiston-Davies 4 (3) -0160 BOUNCING BOBBY 20 M Todhunter 6-9-10 D Nolan 
2 11-01 PARDON ME 32 M & D Easterby 10-11-12 P W Wadge (5) 5 (9) 22233 MARBUZET 9 (B,D) T Easterby 4-9-9 D Allan 
3 2-411 BLUE SANS 66 (CD) F O'Brien 8-11-7 Mr T Broughton (7) 6 (7) 06402 OH SO CHIC 30 (P,CD) Sara Ender 6-9-4 Joanna Mason 
4 03321 LELANTOS 16 (P,CD) N Henderson 7-11-7 — N De Boinville 7 (10) 05054 BAMBOO BAY 43 P Kirby 5-9-4 C Beasley 
-1340 TOMMYDAN 34 (P,CD) J Candlish 8-1-6 Sean Quinlan 8 (1) 02462 TOUTATIS 21 (B) Ewan Whillans 6-9-2 G Lee 
4-404 HERE WE HAVE IT 73 (P) L Morgan 8-11-0 L Dobb (7) 9 (4) 05546 SAMURAI SNEDDZ 27 (P,O K Scott 4-9-0 W Pyle (5) 
K Woods 10 (5) -5066 PADDY'S FANCY 24 (P) P Kirby 4-9-0 A Mullen 


566-3 GAMESTERS GIRL 34 (H,T) 0 Greenall & J Guerriero 5-10-6 Craig Nichol 


5 
6 
7 P/0P0 PRUSSIA WITH LOVE 16 S Lycett 9-10-13 
8 
11-4 Pardon Me, 3-1 Blue Sans, Broomfields Cave, 4-1 Lelantos, 8-1 others. 


7-2 Marbuzet, 5-1 Oh So Chic, Bobby Shaftoe, 13-2 Bamboo Bay, The 
Navigator, 7-1 Toutatis, 12-1 Merrijig, Samurai Sneddz, 14-1 others. 


Going good to firm, good in places 
Draw 5f-1m, low numbers best Racing TV 
210 Apprentice Handicap 
(£4,580: 1m) (7) 
(1) 65050 POWER OF DARKNESS 21 (P,CD) C Fellowes 8-10-2 
Mikkel Mortensen (3) 
(3) 15431 ANGLO SAXSON 21 (CD) Patrick Owens 6-9-13 Tommie Jakes (5) 
(6) 05034 HAVANA GOLDRUSH 6 (B,D) J S Moore 4-9-11 Olivia Tubb 
(5) 64-01 UNCLE DICK 17 (D) E J-Houghton 5-9-7 Mia Nicholls 
(7) 01050 BLUE COLLAR LAD 15 (D) R Brisland 4-9-6 J Leavy 
(4) 31102 RACING DEMON 22 (CD) E De Giles 3-9-2 Liam Wright 
(2) 65256 ISLAND NATIVE 15 H Main 3-8-13 Emilie Hasselbalch-Holm (7) 
2-1 Anglo Saxson, 3-1 Racing Demon, 4-1 Uncle Dick, 6-1 Havana Goldrush, 
10-1 Island Native, 14-1 Blue Collar Lad, 16-1 Power of Darkness, 


2.40 Novice Stakes (2-Y-0: £5,400: 1m) (12) 


- 


Moos wo 


1 (4) 264BOYFRIEND 28 R Hannon 9-7 P Dobbs 
2 (12) BRADMAN C Fellowes 9-7 H Davies 
3 (9) 3 CAMBRIDGE 16 A P O'Brien (Ire) 9-7 RL Moore 
4 (7) 52 CITY BURGLAR 20 R Beckett 9-7 Rossa Ryan 
5 (8) ENDOSSER M Botti 9-7 N Callan 
6 (3) FOREST HILLS B Millman 9-7 L Edmunds 
7 (2) 4HAND OF GOD 13 H & R Charlton 9-7 CLee 
8 (10) 0 HOUSTONN 19 R Hannon 9-7 David Egan 
2 PENALTY SHOOTOUT B Millman 9-7 J Bryan 
1001) 0 PICK YOUR BATTLES 27 R Beckett 9-7 H Crouch 
11 (6) TORRENT A Balding 9-7 O Murphy 
12 (5) WAR DIRECTOR D Menuisier 9-7 K Stott 


11-4 Cambridge, 3-1 City Burglar, 5-1 Boyfriend, 8-1 Torrent, 
10-1 Hand Of God, 12-1 War Director, Endosser, 14-1 Houstonn, 20-1 others. 


3.10 


Maiden Fillies’ Stakes 
(2-Y-O: £15,462: 7f) (9) 


14 0 CADOGAN GARDENS 20 C Hills 9-2 K Stott 
2 (2)  62GLITTERELLA 23 C Cox 9-2 CLee 
3 0) SANTA CROCE Sir M Stoute 9-2 S Osborne 
4 (6 3 SERENE SERAPH 96 R Hannon 9-2 P Dobbs 
5 (8 4 SKELLET 18 (BF) R Beckett 9-2 Rossa Ryan 
6 8) SPINTO SOPRANO R Beckett 9-2 RL Moore 
76 SWEET SISTER D Coakley 9-2 O Murphy 
8 7) TIMES EDITION (H) R Varian 9-2 David Egan 
9 (9) WESTRAY R Hannon 9-2 T Greatrex 
9-4 Serene Seraph, 3-1 Skellet, 5-1 Glitterella, 6-1 Spinto Soprano, 8-1 others. 


3.40 Dick Poole Fillies’ Stakes 
(Group Ill: 2-Y-O: £25,520: 6f) (15) 


1 (1) — 1AIRFORCE INDI 27 (D) K R Burke 9-2 CLee 
2 (6) 2015 BETTIES BAY 12 (BF,D) Georgina Nicholls 9-2 ` J Bryan 
3 (3) 22314 DOROTHY LAWRENCE 14 K R Burke 9-2 D Tudhope 
4 (10) 24024 JUNIPER BERRIES 20 E J-Houghton 9-2 C Bishop 
5 (5) 6134 LES BLEUS 19 (D) R Hughes 9-2 David Egan 
6 (9) 112 MAJESTIC BEAUTY 20 Alice Haynes 9-2 K Stott 
7 (15) 11 MIAHARRIS 20 Owen Burrows 9-2 0 Murphy 
8 (2) 4512 MISS MACH ONE 10 (BF,D) Jack Channon 9-2 — P Dobbs 


9 (7) 2041 NAVASSA ISLAND 25 (D) M O'Callaghan (Ire) 9-2Doubtful 


1003) — 1 ONTHEMONEYHONEY 45 (D) C Cox 9-2 R Havlin 
11 (4)  11PROPITIOUS 12 (D) A Watson 9-2 B Sayette 
12 (8) 1 QUEEN OF MOUGINS 20 (D) R Beckett 9-2 H Crouch 
13(12) 1332 SOPRANO 26 (T) G Boughey 9-2 RL Moore 
14(11) 133 SYMBOLOGY 14 (D) C Cox 9-2 Rossa Ryan 
15(14) 313 UNBREAK MY HEART 68 C Cox 9-2 J Fahy 


10-3 Miaharris, 5-1 Symbology, 6-1 Soprano, 7-1 Dorothy Lawrence, 
8-1 Majestic Beauty, 10-1 Queen Of Mougins, Propitious, 12-1 others. 


415 Fi 


ies’ Handicap (£20,616: 6f) (11) 


1 (5) 01104 THE BIG BOARD 12 (D) R Hannon 3-9-9 H Davies 
2 (11) 26-20 AL SIMMO 55 (D) Steph Hollinshead 6-9-6 C Lee 
3 (9) 05160 FRANKNESS 56 (D) A Balding 3-9-3 O Murphy 
4 (7) 52232 JUMBEAU 27 Tom Clover 3-9-0 R Havlin 
5 (2) 46566 CANDLE OF HOPE 14 (D) R Hughes 3-9-0 R L Moore 
6 (3) 66-03 KATEY KONTENT 19 (O C Cox 3-8-13 Rossa Ryan 


7 (4) 00400 SWEET HARMONY 48 (V,D) R Spencer 3-8-12  N Callan 


8 (10) 32050 CUBAN BREEZE 14 (B,D) P Evans 5-8-12 S Osborne 
9 (1) 20004 CRAZY LUCK 11 (CD) B Millman 5-8-10 David Egan 
10 (6) 12300 SILENT FLAME 15 (CD) B Millman 5-8-9 JF Egan 


11 (8) 15444 SHADES OF SUMMER 60 (D) J Chapple-Hyam 4-8-9 M Ghiani 
7-2 The Big Board, 5-1 Jumbeau, 6-1 Candle Of Hope, Al Simmo, 7-1 Frankness, 
10-1 Shades Of Summer, Crazy Luck, Katey Kontent, 16-1 others. 


4.45 


Handicap (£9,450: 1m) (6) 


1 (5) -5600 STORMBUSTER 21 (D) A Balding 3-9-10 O Murphy 
2 (2) 02461 JUST BRING IT 21 (D) C Cox 3-9-9 Rossa Ryan 
3 (1) 1-343 RESOLUTE MAN 23 (BF) R Varian 3-9-7 C Lee 
4 (6) 02625 SLY MADAM 18 (P,CD) Miss S West 5-9-7 C Bishop 
5 (3) 52-40 OJ LIFESTYLE 55 G L Moore 3-9-5 T P Queally 
6 (4) 32-16 GARDEN ROUTE 35 (P,D) W Haggas 3-9-4 R L Moore 


2-1 Just Bring It, 9-4 Resolute Man, 9-2 Garden Route, 7-1 Sly Madam, 
Stormbuster, 20-1 Oj Lifestyle. 


5.15 


Handicap (£5,888: 1m 2f) (9) 


1 (4) -4323 TUDOR 82 (BF,D) Patrick Owens 4-9-11 JF Egan 
2 (5) -5210 VALUE ADDED 36 R Hughes 3-9-11 David Egan 
3 (6)22460 PLEDGE OF HONOUR 21 (P,D) D Ivory 7-9-10 — R Havlin 
4 (9)31632 MONTY BAY 21 C Cox 3-9-8 Rossa Ryan 
5 (8) 12 LE MANS 22 (BF) R Hannon 3-9-7 R L Moore 
6 (7) 34021 ALICE KNYVET 15 H & R Charlton 3-9-7 K Stott 
7 (3) 4-464 MILLER SPIRIT 61 G L Moore 3-9-6 TP Queally 
8 (1) 04100 MORCAR 12 (D) R Hannon 3-9-5 P Dobbs 
9 (2) 2-012 GERT LUSH 83 (BF) R Teal 6-9-4 C Bishop 


5-2 Le Mans, 3-1 Alice Knyvet, 7-1 Gert Lush, Value Added, 8-1 others. 


Yesterday’s racing results 


Bath 


4.34 (1m 3f 160yd) 1, Send In The Clouds 


6 ran. NR: Reams Of Love. 181, 121. M Walford. 


Silverbird (18-5). 12 ran. NR: Rose Bolt. Nk, 114. 


3.05 (5f 6yd) 1, 


Rainyniteingeorgia 


7-1); 2, Touchwood (11-1); 3, He's A Gentleman 


Going: good to firm (firm in places) 

1.10 (5f 160yd) 1, Brian The Snail (T P Queally, 
11-2); 2, Phoenix Glow (12-1); 3, Atty's Edge 
(9-2 Co fav). 11 ran. 1341, sh hd. P Morris. 

1.40 (5f 160yd) 1, North View (R Havlin, 
1-4 fav); 2, Acer (5-2); 3, Mister Mojito (40-1). 
7 ran. NR: Angel Shared, Profit Street, Tennis 
Court. 1351, 4441. P W Chapple-Hyam. 

2.15 (5f 10yd) 1, Regal Envoy (J Mitchell, 18-5); 
2, Pepsi Cat (4-1); 3, Connie’s Rose (7-2). 7 ran. 
NR: Glamorous Express, Shesadabber, Wiley 
Post. Sh hd, 1341. W J Knight. 

2.50 (5f 10yd) 1, Moulin Booj (Rob Hornby, 7-2); 2, 
Jax Edge (2-1 fav); 3, Ange De L'Amour (14-1). 8 
ran. NR: Glamorous Star. 1141, 3l. George Scott. 
3.25 (1m 6f) 1, Dreams Adozen (J Fanning, 4-1); 
2, My Chiquita (16-1); 3, Al Azhar (9-2). 8 ran. 11, 
hd. C Johnston. 

4.00 (1m 3f 160yd), 1, Divina Grace (Darragh 
Keenan, 6-1); 2, Dovena (22-1); 3, Warren Hill 
(2-1fav). 8 ran. NR: Avon Light. Hd, 1l. 
Rae Guest. 


(100-30fav, Mollie Phillips); 2, Princess T (6-1); 
3, broad Appeal (6-1). 9 ran. NR: Finn Star. 
5|, hd. Tony Carroll. 

5.09 (1m 3f 160yd) 1, Asense (T Queally, 3-1); 
2, Uther Pendragon (4-1); 3, Highland Flyer 
(11-4fav). 7 ran. NR: Baileys Warrior, Irezumi. 


Ns, 1l. Gary Moore. 
Placepot: £79.50 Quadpot: £25.20 


Hexham 

Going: good 

4.39 (2m 4f 28yd) 1, Lisnamult Lad (Ben Harvey, 
4-11 fav); 2, Belle Of Annandale (16-5); 3, Kopa 
Kilana (12-1). 6 ran. 371, 91. J C McConnell. 
5.14 (2m 7f 63yd) 1, Colonel Manderson 
(DR Fox, 33-1); 2, Haveyougotmymoney (15-2); 
3, My Gift To You (5-6 fav). 11 ran. 341, 1341. 
W Young Jnr. 

5.45 (2m 4f 28yd) 1, Dallas Des Pictons (Conor 
Rabbitt, 40-1); 2, Fenna's Loss (6-1); 3, City 
Derby (6-1). 11 ran. 34l, 2l. Mrs Dianne Sayer. 
6.18 (2m 48yd) 1, Allbetsoff (Jamie Hamilton, 
9-4); 2, Horn Cape (10-3); 3, Just Hannah (28-1). 


6.48 (1m 7f 133yd) 1, Finalshot (Alex Edwards, 
8-1); 2, Heros De Moutiers (7-2 fav); 3, Magic 
Mike (8-1). 9 ran. 4:21, 41. M Rowley. 

7.18 (3m 41yd) 1, Hapy La Vie (Danny 
McMenamin, 7-4 fav); 2, Ahead Of The Field 
(5-1); 3, Cash Again (10-1). 10 ran. 1341, 5341. 


J Ewart. 
Placepot: £30.20. Quadpot: £22.60. 


Kempton Park 

Going: standard / slow 

6.00 (6f) 1, Charlie Mason (Oisin Murphy, 5-1); 
2, Pinpoint (11-2); 3, Big Brown Bear (10-3 fav). 
9 ran. Hd, nk. P D Evans. 

6.30 (1m) 1, You Got To Me (Hector Crouch, 
5-2); 2, Poutchek (4-7 fav); 3, Raknah (7-1). 
8 ran. 1:41, 341. R M Beckett. 

7.00 (1m) 1, Akkadian Thunder (David Egan, 
5-2); 2, No Surrender (9-2); 3, Bloomwithgrace 
(7-2). 12 ran. 14l, 2l. R Varian. 

7.30 (1m) 1, Lady Wormsley (Oisin Murphy, 
11-2); 2, Lordsbridge Girl (6-1); 3, Sail On 


JR Fanshawe. 

8.00 (1m 2f 219yd) 1, Unlimited (James Doyle, 
5-4 fav); 2, Finest Leader (7-2); 3, Charlie's 
Choice (22-1). 6 ran. NR: Miss Dolly Rocker. Sh 
hd, 7l. W J Haggas. 

8.30 (7f) 1, Aphelios (W Buick, 9-2); 2, Zero 
Carbon (10-3 fav); 3, Spinaround (11-1). 8 ran. 
34l, 241. M Appleby. 

9.00 (7f) 1, Surrey Noir (James Doyle, 11-10 
fav); 2, Enola Grey (22-1); 3, Concert Boy (8-1). 
10ran. NR: Believe You Me. 2/1, 341. C Fellowes. 
Placepot: £11.90. 

Quadpot: £5.70. 


Lingfield Park 

Going: standard 

1.55 (7f 1yd) 1, Hold The Press (Liam Wright, 
100-1); 2, No Turning Back (3-1 fav); 3, Doves Of 
Peace (5-1). 13 ran. NR: Romantic Memories. 
1I, hd. JR Jenkins. 

2.30 (5f 6yd) 1, Leaves Of Grass (David Probert, 
2-1); 2, Zola Power (11-1); 3, Desert Master 
(11-2). 5 ran. Nk, 2I. A M Balding. 


(J P Spencer, 16-1); 2, Master Of My Fate 
(10-3); 3, Love Billy Boy (4-5 fav). 9 ran. NR: Tan 
Rapido. Nk, nk. W Jarvis. 

3.40 (1m 7f 169yd) 1, Solution (Rossa Ryan, 
15-8 jt-fav); 2, Mukha Magic (16-1); 3, 
Bodygroove (10-3). 8 ran. 341, 1341. R M Beckett. 
4.15 (1m 4f) 1, Humanity (Cieren Fallon, 11-4); 
2, Karat Karat (8-11fav); 3, Another Run (15-2). 
6 ran. 3l, 1l. John & Thady Gosden. 

4,50 (1m) 1, Belo Horizonte (Richard Spencer, 
8-13fav); 2, Al Tarfa (3-1); 3, Sprezzatura 
(14-1). 10 ran. 1I, nk. R Spencer. 

5.25 (1m) 1, King Of The Dance (T Marquand, 
9-2); 2, Villalobos (4-1); 3, Alyara (17-2). 10 ran. 
1I, 1I. Eve Johnson Houghton. 

Placepot: £7.70 Quadpot: £1.80 


Southwell 

Going: standard 

1.30 (1m 3f 23yd) 1, The Pug (B A Curtis, 15-2); 
2, Churchella (12-1); 3, Bletchley Storm (5-1). 
14 ran. 1%, 2341. S Kirk. 

2.05 (1m 13yd) 1, Bushfire (Callum Hutchinson, 


(17-2). 13 ran. NR: Ciotog. 1341, 1l. Gemma Tutty. 
2.40 (7f 14yd) 1, Fast Society (B A Curtis, 11-1); 
2, American Glory (7-4 fav); 3, Rogue State 
(8-1). 9 ran. NR: The Crafty Mole. 34], 21. 
A M Balding. 

3.15 (7f 14yd) 1, Gressington (Callum 
Rodriguez, 3-1); 2, Blessed Boy (4-1); 
3, Nothing To Fear (22-1). 9 ran. 134l, 1441. 
E Bethell. 

3.50 (7f 14yd) 1, Hamlet (Gianluca Sanna, 
11-2); 2, Create (10-11 fav); 3, Roman Princess 
(80-1). 10 ran. Nk, 2341. J J Quinn. 

4.25 (7f) 1, Homer Stokes (Mia Nicholls, 7-1); 
2, Asmund (13-2); 3, Wizarding (11-2fav). 
13 ran. NR: Crystal Dawn. 1I, hd. D & N Barron. 
5.00 (2m 160yd) 1, Our Scholar (Dylan Hogan, 
9-4fav); 2,  Doublethetrouble — (11-2); 
3, Wannabe Brave (100-30). 9 ran. NR: Kitten's 
Dream. 2l, 4l. J Jones. 

5.30 (6f) 1, Tyke (F Larson, 12-1); 2, beauty 
Choice (9-2); 3, Sir Rodneyredblood. 14 ran. 
Nk, 21. M Appleby. 
Placepot: £396.50 


Quadpot: £19.70 
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Test cricket needs players to fight 


Mike Atherton 


Chief Cricket 
Correspondent 


or as long as I have been 

writing in this space — 

essentially since the advent 

of the Indian Premier League 

in 2007 — there have been 
warnings about the threat to Test and 
international cricket. 

At times, in those early days, it felt 
like a howl in the dark, although 
now it is generally accepted that the 
five-day game and bilateral 
international cricket is withering in 
front of our eyes. 

It seemed clear to me that the 
advent of the free market through the 
rise of franchise cricket, and the 
popularity of T20, was both a huge 
opportunity and, unless some careful 
thought was given to how the game 
was structured, a threat to the 
established norms. It needed some 
foresight, wisdom and planning, 
all of which have proved to be 
sadly lacking. 

There are obvious analogies to be 
made. The past 15 years have been 
like a giant oil rush in cricket, with 
countries eager not to miss out on the 
potential riches. The consequence is a 
kind of sporting resource curse, with 
the game becoming impoverished 
(not in a financial sense) as it 
becomes wealthier. 

We dont see it so clearly in 
England because Tests are still 
vibrant here. But in other parts of the 
world, it is a dying, or dead, game as a 
live spectator sport. In the Caribbean, 
for example, Tests are not usually 
watched in stadiums in any 
meaningful way — unless England 
are playing, when the travelling 
support lends a false look. The same 
is true in South Africa. 

I don't write about it so much now, 


partly to avoid being seen as a bore, 
but also because I think it’s too late. 
The game has been set on a path 
from which there is no evident will, 
from anyone, to divert. The market 
rules but it is a rigged market in many 
respects; look, for example, at the 
advantages the Hundred is given in 
this country over other formats — 
with all the games energies, focus and 
marketing, and a window created in 
school holidays, pushing the 
franchised competition over its 
county equivalents. To create an asset 
to sell to the highest bidders, the most 
favourable pre-conditions for success 
must be created. 

Now and again, though, a moment 
arrives which highlights the issue so 
clearly it cannot escape comment. 
This month, Cricket South Africa 
(CSA) indicated that none of its 
contracted players who will be taking 
part in its domestic T20 
franchised 
competition will be 
available for a two- 

Test tour to New 

Zealand next February, 
due to a scheduling clash. 
South Africa’s contracted 
players have been told that 
the domestic tournament 
has priority. 

It means that South 
Africa will probably be 
without their Test = 
captain, Temba Bavuma, 
and a number of other 
would-be first choice » 
players, such as Aiden 
Markram and Rassie van j 
der Dussen. It is likely 
that their entire first- 
choice bowling attack, 
comprising Kagiso 
Rabada, Lungi Ngidi, 

Marco Jansen, Anrich 
Nortje and Keshav 
Maharaj, will also be 


Rabada will be one of a 
number of bowlers missing m 
from South Africa's Test side 


missing. The draft for the second 
SAT20 is in late September, after 
which there will be greater clarity on 
player availability. 

Once upon a time, cricket 
administrators would make cooing 
noises about Test cricket being the 
priority, but they don't even do that 
now. I suppose some honesty is to be 
applauded, at least. The chief 
executive of CSA, Pholetsi Moseki, 
told the website ESPN Cricinfo: 
"Protea players in the SAT20 will not 
be going to New Zealand and that is a 
directive from CSA.” This, despite the 
two-Test series being part of the 
World Test Championship. 

Despite, too, ICC regulations which, 
as Gideon Haigh and Peter Lalor 
suggested on the podcast Cricket, Et 
Cetera recently, brook no argument. 
The very first regulation in the ICC's 
paper on the sanctioning of events 
and player release states: 
“International cricket 
must be given primacy 
and promoted above all 
else, because it remains 
the main showcase of the 
sport, the ultimate 
aspiration for young 
players joining the sport, 
and the main drive of 
the public interest and 
consequent commercial 
revenues that are the 
lifeblood of the sport." 
Earlier, Dean Elgar, 
who was replaced as Test 
captain by Bavuma in 
February this year, gave 
his thoughts on the 

l matter. “Its tough to take. 

It shows what the 
narrative is when it comes to Test 
cricket, and again it's the players 
who suffer,” he said. 

“A high percentage of the 
players still really want to play Test 
cricket. It's just extremely sad and 
clarifies a lot of things when it 


» comes to how Test cricket is viewed 


by the authorities. We can’t butter 


“sy our bread on both sides here. What's 


the bigger picture? How would New 
Zealand Cricket, with whom we 
probably have the strongest 
relationship of all countries, view us 
sending a ‘C’ side over there?” 

Back in March, following South 
Africa’s home Test series against West 
Indies, their leading bowler, Rabada, 
had this to say: “I see Test cricket as 
the pinnacle of the game and my 
team-mates in the changing room 
see it the same way, too. Our next 
Test is Boxing Day. When you look at 
[some other nations] they are playing 
alot more. It needs to be prioritised 
abit more.” 

Sympathy lies with Elgar and 
Rabada, of course. In one respect, 
though, their comments highlight the 
only remaining chance for Test 
cricket to survive in any meaningful 
way when they imply that a high 
percentage of players still want to 
play it. Many young players have 
forged a T20 path only, but while 
there are those who want to play five- 
day cricket, all is not lost. 

During the Ashes, I spent a lot of 
time with Mark Taylor, the former 
Australia captain. He is a little older 
than me, but we are essentially 
contemporaries and both of us 
watched the Ashes with wonder, 
excitement and joy. It was a great 
series and the contrasting strategies 
and tactics left us enthralled. 

Taylor has, like me, been a player and 
commentator but he has also been an 
administrator, having sat on the board 
of Cricket Australia for many years. 
He has a rounded view of matters 
from all sides and remains convinced, 
as I am now, that the only way that 
Test cricket can prosper is if the 
players want it to. 

Elgar’s comments make it sound as 
though the players are mere pawns in 
the game, powerless to do anything in 
the face of directives from 
administrators. Players have a voice. 
They have leverage. They have power. 
It is their game. If they want Test 
cricket to survive and prosper, they 
should do something about it. 


Harmers five-wicket haul keeps Essex in title race 


Essex v Middlesex 


Chelmsford (third day of four): Essex 
(21pts) beat Middlesex (3) by 297 runs 


LV= County Championship 
Mark Baldwin 


Simon Harmer had only two balls to 
waitfor his first wicket yesterday, rather 
than almost 21 overs as in the first 
innings, and Essex duly completed an 
expected hammering of Middlesex — 


with a day to spare — to keep alive their 
County Championship title hopes. 
Harmer finished with five for 43 as 
Middlesex, set a nominal 445 to win by 
Essex's second-innings declaration in 
mid-afternoon, crumbled to 147 all out, 
the last wicket falling with seven min- 
utes of the extra half-hour left. Umesh 
Yadav, the 35-year-old India fast-bowl- 
ing veteran of 57 Tests signed by Essex 
for the championship run-in, also im- 
pressed with a high-class spell of three 
for 19 in eight overs either side of tea. 


Matt Critchley, who took two wickets 
as Essex closed to within 18 points ofthe 
Division Oneleaders, Surrey, said: “Our 
attack in this game is as good as any- 
thing in the country and we'll do our 
best in the last two games to catch 
Surrey. But it's a shame the fixture list 
does not allow us a second match 
against them in this final month." 

Much of the interest, in the first half 
of a sweltering day, was focused on 
whether Alastair Cook could reach the 
75th hundred of his great career. The 


former England captain was on 44 in 
Essex's 104 for one overnight and went 
serenely to 84 before thin-edging a cut. 
Critchleys run-a-ball 65 provided 
acceleration towards a declaration at 
319 for seven. Middlesex5 off spinner 
Joshua de Caires was rewarded for 27 
more overs of toil — he sent down 39.2 
in the first innings — with the first ten- 
wicket match haul of his embryonic 
first-class career. The dismissals of Dan 
Lawrence and Paul Walter followed his 
eight for 106 in Essexs first innings. 


Sri Lanka make 
history with 
shock series win 


series victory last night, their 
first against England and their 
first series win outside Asia in any 
format since 2003, winning the 
third T20 by seven wickets with 
three overs to spare (Elizabeth 
Ammon writes). 
After being comfortably beaten 


S ri Lanka secured a historic 


Results 


Cricket 


LV= Insurance County Championship 
Division One 

Northamptonshire v Lancashire 
Northampton (final day of four): Lancashire 
(22pts) beat Northamptonshire (2) by an 
innings and 26 runs 

Northamptonshire: First innings 232 (S M 
Whiteman 79) 

Second Innings (overnight 211-5) 


S A Zaib c Salt b Wells 45 
tL D McManus c Bell b Wells 24 
J Broad not out 9 
TAI Taylor c and b Wells 4 
C J White c Jennings b Wells 6 
B W Sanderson c Williams b Wells 19 
Extras (b 4, Ib 2, nb 10) 16 


Total (82.2 overs) 266 
Fall of wickets 1-47, 2-79, 3-82, 4-132, 5-165, 
6-221, 7-228, 8-232, 9-244. 

Bowling Bailey 18-5-70-2; Williams 14-5-26-2; 
Balderson 9-0-38-0; Hartley 34-8-101-1; 
Wells 7.2-0-25-5. 

Lancashire: First Innings 524 (J J Bohannon 
175; G P Balderson 115; T E Bailey 77; C J White 
4 for 99) 

Umpires M H A Syed and M Newell 


Hampshire v Somerset 

The Ageas Bowl (final day of four): 
Hampshire (21) beat Somerset (3) by 185 
runs 

Hampshire: First Innings: 308 (L A Dawson 
115; J A Brooks 5 for 56) 

Second Innings: 330-3 dec (N R T Gubbins 
139 not out; J M Vince 63; F S Middleton 
52) 

Somerset: First Innings: 137 (K H D Barker 5 
for 32) 


Second Innings (overnight 102-2) 

SR Dickson b Abbas 63 
A R I Umeed c Dawson b Abbas 25 
T Kohler-Cadmore b Prest 84 
tJ EK Rew c Brown b Dawson 36 
L Gregory c Brown b Abbott. 34 
B GF Green not out 31 
N Wagner b Abbott 4 
JA Brooks b Dawson 6 
S Bashir Ibw b Dawson 7 
Extras (b 4, Ib 2, nb 6) 2 


Total (94.3 overs) 316 
Fall of wickets 1-25, 2-38, 3-106, 4-113, 5-220, 
6-254, 7-274, 8-278, 9-292. 

Bowling Barker 16-2-53-0; Abbas 13-5-22-2; 
Abbott 12-0-52-2; Dawson 30.3-8-85-4; Fuller 
9-1-43-1; Prest 13-2-54-1; Gubbins 1-0-1-0. 
Umpires B J Debenham and R J Bailey 


Essex v Middlesex 

Chelmsford (third day of four): Essex (21) 
beat Middlesex (3) by 297 runs 

Essex: First Innings 304 (N L J Browne 59, 
AN Cook 58, M Critchley 36; J M De Caires 8 
for 106) 

Second Innings (overnight 104-1) 

AN Cook c Simpson b Robson 84 
*T Westley Ibw b Bamber 47 
D W Lawrence c Robson b De Caires 26 
M J J Critchley st Simpson b Higgins 65 


P | Walter c Davies b De Caires 2 
TA M Rossington c Davies b Robson 12 
S R Harmer not out 20 
U T Yadav not out 5 
Extras (b 2, Ib 19, nb 2) 23 


Total (7 wkts dec, 81 overs) 319 
Fall of wickets 1-64, 2-178, 3-182, 4-239, 5-249, 
6-283, 7-311. 

Bowling Bamber 14-4-51-1; De Caires 
27-4-84-2; Higgins 6-0-32-1; Roland-Jones 
13-3-29-1; Hollman 16-2-66-0; Robson 
5-0-36-2. 

Middlesex: First Innings 179 (R Higgins 44, 
M Holden 30; J A Porter 6 for 34, S Cook 3 
for 43) 

Second Innings 

S D Robson c Lawrence b Harmer 18 
M D Stoneman c Critchley b Yadav 6 


J B Cracknell Ibw b Harmer 12 
J L B Davies c A N Cook b Yadav 1 
M D E Holden c Rossington b Yadav 12 


1J A Simpson Ibw b Critchley 32 
R F Higgins b Critchley 21 
L B K Hollman c Browne b Harmer 15 


JM De Caires c Browne b Harmer 1 
*T S Roland-Jones c Rossington b Harmer 13 
E R Bamber not out 4 
Extras (b 8, nb 4) 12 
Total (58.2 overs) 147 
Fall of wickets 1-24, 2-36, 3-41, 4-42, 5-55, 
6-97, 7-113, 8-115, 9-143. 

Bowling Porter 6-2-25-0; Cook 9-3-22-0; 
Harmer 242-11-43:5; Yadav 12-2-32-3; 
Critchley 7-1-17-2. 

Umpires | D Blackwell and R J Warren 


Division One MW L D Pts 
Surrey 2 8 1 3 205 
Essex 12 7 1 4 18 
Hampshire 12 6 4 2 156 
Lancashire N 3 1 7 134 
Warwickshire N 4 4 3 BO 
Somerset 2 3 4 5 R 
Nottinghamshire 11 3 4 4 14 
Middlesex "n 3 7 1 87 
Kent "n 27 2 81 
Northants | ie ee e 61 


Division Two 

Durham v Sussex 

Riverside Ground (final day of four): Durham 
(24) beat Sussex (3) by seven wickets 
Sussex: First Innings 266 (T P Alsop 59; TGR 
Clark 58; T J Haines 51; M W Parkinson 4 for 
58) 

Second Innings (overnight 263-9) 

F J Hudson-Prentice st Robinson 


b Parkinson 64 
HT Crocombe not out 18 
Extras (b 4, Ib 2, nb 12) 18 


Total (92.1 overs) 295 
Fall of wickets 1-5, 2-24, 3-55, 4-70, 5-153, 6- 
202, 7-214, 8-232, 9-250. 

Bowling Raine 21-2-74-0; Potts 25-4-58-3; 
Parkinson 26.1-4-80-4; Drissell 11-1-41-0; de 
Leede 9-0-36-3. 

Durham: First Innings 505-9 dec (G Clark 
128; A Z Lees 103; B F W de Leede 103; O G 
Robinson 67; S G Borthwick 56;H T Crocombe 
4 for 93.) 

Second Innings 


A Z Lees not out 26 
M A Jones b Carson 12 
*S G Borthwick b Carson 15 
D G Bedingham b Carson [e] 
TO G Robinson not out 4 


Total (3 wkts, 10.5 overs) 57 
Fall of wickets 1-26, 2-52, 3-52. 

Bowling Unadkat 1.4-0-9-0; Karvelas 2-0-9-0; 
Carson 3.2-0-15-3; Coles 3.5-0-24-0. 
Umpires M A Gough and J Shantry 


Yorkshire v Derbyshire 

Scarborough (final day of four): Yorkshire 
(18) beat Derbyshire (3) by 277 runs 
Yorkshire: First Innings 297 (J H Wharton 58; 
AK Dal 5 for 72) 

Second Innings 520-9 dec (M L Revis 106; S 
M Khan 86; G C H Hill 79; F J Bean 64; JA 
Thompson 64; A T Thomson 5 for 190) 
Derbyshire: First Innings 247 (W L Madsen 
93; M D Wagstaff 52) 

Second Innings 


HR C Came Ibw b Thompson 58 
+B D Guest c Lyth b Coad 20 
W L Madsen Ibw b Bess 93 
*J L du Plooy Ibw b Bess [t] 
M J Lamb c Tattersall b Thompson 3 
A K Dal st Tattersall b Bess 38 
A T Thomson c Tattersall b Revis 4 
Z J Chappell c Bess b Revis 33 
S Conners c sub b Revis 1 
GLS Scrimshaw not out o 
Extras (b 16, Ib 2, nb 16) 34 


Total (71.2 overs) 
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for its future 


in Chelmsford on Saturday in the 
second match of the series, England 
were bundled out for only 116 in 
Derby. Batting first after losing the 
toss, England lost Danni Wyatt to 
the first ball of the match after she 
tamely chipped a short, wide ball to 
cover. Alice Capsey was run out for 
nine after a horrible mix-up with 
Maia Bouchier, who found long-on 
after making 23 off 18 balls. That 
left England 41 for three after six 
overs. 

Sri Lanka’s battery of spinners 
bowled accurately and picked up 
regular wickets with Chamari 


PAUL CURRIE/SHUTTERSTOCK 
Sri Lanka’s 
Harshitha Madavi 
celebrates hitting 
the winning runs 


or. 


Athapaththu taking three for 21 and 


the talented youngster Kavisha 
Dilhari finishing with two for 16. 

Sri Lanka’s captain Athapaththu 
followed her superb performance 
with the ball by leading the 
successful run chase. She made the 
top score of 44 from 28 balls in an 
opening partnership of 65 with 
Anushka Sanjeewani. 

Capsey made the breakthrough, 
removing Athapaththu with 52 still 
required but Harshitha 
Samarawickrama and Hasini 
Perera were able to complete the 
chase with ease. 


England’s dilemma over Brook 


Elizabeth Ammon 


England want to include Harry Brook 
in their final 15-man squad for the 
50-over World Cup but now face a 
dilemma as to how they fit him in. 

Only three weeks ago, England 
named a provisional squad for the tour- 
namentin India that did not include the 
24-year-old batsman, but they are now 
looking to reverse that decision, and 
have drafted him in for the four-match 
one-day international (ODI) series 
against New Zealand, which starts in 
Cardiff tomorrow. 

England must name their final squad 
by September 28 for their defence of the 
World Cup, which they start against 
New Zealand on October 5. They have 
also selected the Yorkshireman for the 
three-match ODI series against Ireland 
at the end of the month. 

The selectors now face a dilemma 
over how to fit Brook into the final 
squad and are hoping that conundrum 
will sort itself out, either through an 
injury or loss of form. Those most 
under pressure are Jason Roy, Dawid 
Malan and Liam Livingstone. Another 
option for England is to leave out one of 
their six seamers — which include 
three left-armers in David Willey, 
Reece Topley and Sam Curran — and 
adjust the balance of the squad. 

Brook has only played in three ODIs 


Brook has a chance to stake his claim 


but has shown his prodigious talent 
across all three formats for England 
over the past 12 months, most recently 
with quickfire innings of 43 and 67 in 
the first two T20s against New Zealand. 
The return of Ben Stokes, who has 
reversed his ODI retirement to return 
for the World Cup, effectively nudged 
Brook out of the picture. 

The ECB had wanted to give Brook a 
rest, given that he has played almost 
non-stop for the past six months, 
having gone straight from the IPL into 
the Ashes, then the Hundred and the 
T20 series against New Zealand. But he 


now has seven more matches to stake 
his claim. 

Speaking before Tuesday’s final T20, 
which New Zealand won to draw the 
series 2-2, Matthew Mott, England's 
white-ball head coach, hinted that they 
were keen to include Brook in the final 
squad for the World Cup, saying “the 
door was open”. 

Brook aside, England's squad to face 
Ireland consists almost entirely of 
second-string players, to give those 
going to the World Cup a ten-day break 
before they travel to India for the 
six-week tournament. Zak Crawley will 
captain the team for the three games, 
starting at Headingley on September 
20. 

Jonny Bairstow, who made 73 against 
New Zealand on Tuesday but did not 
field due to a shoulder injury, has said 
hewill be “absolutely fine” to play in the 
World Cup. 


England squad for Ireland series 

Zak Crawley (Kent, captain), Ben Duckett 
(Nottinghamshire, vice-captain), Rehan 
Ahmed (Leicestershire), Harry Brook 
(Yorkshire), Brydon Carse (Durham), Sam 
Hain (Warwickshire), Will Jacks (Surrey), 
Craig Overton (Somerset), Matthew Potts 
(Durham), Phil Salt (Lancashire), George 
Scrimshaw (Derbyshire), Jamie Smith 
(Surrey), Luke Wood (Lancashire). 


Matches Headingley, Sept 20; Trent 
Bridge, Sept 23; Bristol, Sept 26. 


Wood ‘may turn down central contract’ 


Elizabeth Ammon 


Mark Wood could turn down an En- 
gland central contract to concentrate 
on white-ball and franchise cricket. 
The 33-year-old fast bowler is, along 
with a number of other leading players, 
likely to be offered a multi-year con- 
tract by the ECB next month in a move 
by the governing body to ensure that 
England's best players are available 
throughout the year rather than being 
tempted into T20 franchise leagues. 
However, the ECB is struggling to 


find enough cash to match the size of 
the contracts being offered by IPL- 
backed franchise leagues. 

Itis likely that about eight multi-for- 
mat players — including Joe Root, Har- 
ry Brook, Jonny Bairstow and Mark 
Wood — will be offered two-year deals 
worth £800,000 a year (plus match fees 
of £3,500 for a white-ball match and 
£10,000 for a Test). 

Wood could miss the first three 
matches of Englands five-match Test 
tour of India next year, having been 
offered almost £500,000 to play in the 


UAE T20 league. He will now wait to 
see what is being offered by the ECB 
before making decisions about his 
future in Test cricket. 

“I don't know what will happen at the 
minute” Wood said. “England will want 
me to be there for all the five Tests, not 
just part-time or some of it.” 

England value Wood's pace — his 
bowling touched 95mph in the Ashes 
— and would want him available for the 
Ashes in Australia in 2025-6. Wood, 
who has a young family, would require 
a multi-year deal until then. 


Chelsea and United both under FFP pressure 


CONTINUED FROM BACK 


to bring forward the date for the 
submission of annual accounts from 
March to December 31. The handbook 
states exceptional cases that will not be 
subject to the 12-week deadline “may 
include where multiple PSR breaches 
over multiple years and other breaches 
of rules are alleged". 

Chelsea are being investigated by the 
Premier League over payments of mil- 
lions of pounds to secretive offshore 
companies during Roman Abram- 


ovichs era. Chelseas new owners re- 
ported to the FA, Premier League and 
Uefa a number of financial transactions 
between 2012 and 2019. As well as the 
payments to offshore companies, at 
least one paymentto a player's family is 
understood to be under scrutiny. Chel- 
sea have agreed a €10 million (£8.6 mil- 
lion) settlement with Uefa to cover Fi- 
nancial Fair Play (FFP) rule breaches. 

The Premier Leagues profitability 
and sustainability rules allow clubs to 
make a £5 million loss each year, which 
can be increased by up to £30 million 


via an injection of equity. That gives 
allowable losses of £35 million a year, or 
£105 million over a three-year period. 

Thefootball finance blog Swiss Ram- 
ble has reported Manchester United 
have found it “much more difficult" to 
meet FFP targets because the owners, 
the Glazer family, have not put any cap- 
ital into the club, meaning their ^maxi- 
mum allowableloss over the three-year 
monitoring period is only £15 million". 

Chelsea lost £122 million in the 2021- 
22 season and have spent heavily in the 
past three transfer windows. 


Fall of wickets 1-24, 2-71, 3-198, 4-198, 5-201, 


England Women 


(balls) 


Fall of wickets 1-65, 2-71, 3-94. 


Maidstone Utd 


Citroen Team) 27; 9, D Godon (Fr, AG2R 


(Russ, Bora-Hansgrohe) 3:14. Others 13, H 


6-201, 7-211, 8-289, 9-293. 
Bowling Coad 11-4-36-1; Hill 11-1-59-0; Bess 
24.2-4-79-4; Thompson 13-5-35-2; Revis 12-1- 


66-3. 

Umpires N Pratt and A C Harris 

Division Two MW L D Pts 
Durham 7 6 5 198 
Worcestershire 12 5 2 5 154 
Leicestershire 1 3 2 6 130 
Glamorgan 12 n" 1 o 123 
Sussex N 1 1 9 me 
Derbyshire "n o 4 7 85 

Gloucestershire 12 O 5 6 84 

Yorkshire "n 2 2 6 68 

Asia Cup 


Bangladesh v Pakistan 

Lahore (Bangladesh won toss): Pakistan 
(pts) beat Bangladesh (0) by seven wickets 
Bangladesh: 193 (38.4 overs: tMushfiqur 
Rahim 64, Shakib Al Hasan 53; H Rauf 4 for 19); 
Pakistan: 194-3 (39.5 overs Imam-ul-Haq 78, 
+ Mohammad Rizwan 63 not out). 


England Women v Sri Lanka Women, third 
T20 

Derby (Sri Lanka Women won toss): Sri Lanka 
beat England by seven wickets 


D N Wyatt c Perera b Fernando o (0 
M E Bouchier c Dilhari b Prabodani 23 


AR Capsey run out 9 (8) 
*H C Knight Ibw b Dilhari 18 (19) 
tA E Jones st Sanjeewani b Athapaththu 20 (17) 
F G Kemp c de Silva b Dilhari 1 © 
D R Gibson b Prabodani 21 (15) 
C E Dean b Ranaweera 5 (9 
S Glenn not out 16 (17) 
K L Cross st Sanjeewani b Athapaththu2 — (3) 
M Gaur Ibw b Athapaththu o Q0 
Extras (w 1) 1 
Total (19 overs) 1 


16 

Fall of wickets 1-0, 2-11, 3-41, 4-70, 5-72, 6-72, 
7-91, 8-102, 9-116. 

Bowling Fernando 2-0-15-1; Prabodani 
3-0-16-2; Athapaththu 4-0-21-3; Kumari 
4-0-28-0; Ranaweera 3-0-20-1; Dilhari 3-O-16-2. 
Sri Lanka Women (balls) 
*AMCJK Athapaththu c Dean b Capsey 44 (28) 
TM A A Sanjeewani c Capsey b Glenn 20 (16) 


HM D Samarawickrama not out 26 (28) 
RM V D Gunaratne Ibw b Glenn 8 (17) 
G W HM Perera not out 9 (13) 
Extras (Ib 3, w 7) 10 
Total (3 wkts, 17 overs) 117 


Nde Silva, WK Dilhari, | Ranaweera, B Kumari, 
K Prabodani and S Fernando did not bat. 


Bowling Gaur 3-0-22-0; Cross 3-0-20-0; Dean 
3-0-23-0; Glenn 4-0-23-2; Capsey 3-0-21-1; 
Gibson 1-0-5-0. 

Umpires R White and S Redfern (Eng) 

Sri Lanka won three-match series 2-1 


Football 


Women's Champions League qualifying 
first round 

Gintra 2 Cardiff City O; Brondby IF O Celtic 1; 
Glasgow City 2 Shelbourne 0; Benfica 8 
Cliftonville 1; Arsenal 3 Linkopings O. 


National League South 


Havant & Waterlooville 1 Eastbourne 
Borough 2. 

PW D L F AGDPts 
Aveley 86021 5 918 
Worthing 86021 7 818 
Bath City 8521181 6 17 
Torquay 8 5 121310 316 
Chelmsford City 8 4 3 1 11 6 5 15 
Taunton Town 8 4 3 113 12 1 15 
Yeovil 8422141. 314 
Chippenham 833532170 217 
Hemel Hempstead8 3 3 2 8 7 1 12 


Dover Athletic 8 
H & Waterlooville 8 


8 3 32 

Truro City 832341 3m 
Farnborough 8 3 2 311 11 OTN 
Tonbridge A 83 1488 010 
StAlbansCity 8 3 1.4 910 -110 
W-super-Mare 8 3 1 4 12 14 2 10 
EastboumeBoro8 3 1 4 7 9 210 
Braintree 82331792989 
Dartford 8 2 3: 3 9 9: a. 
H'n&Richmond8 2 2 4 7 13 -6 8 
Welling 8 2 15 713 6 7 
Weymouth 8 2 1571-657 
Slough Town 8 2 O 6 12 18 -6 6 

13 4 6 6 

116 74 


Cycling 


La Vuelta 

Stage 11 (Lerma to La Laguna Negra de 
Vinuesa, 163.2 km):1, J. Herrada (Sp, Cofidis) 
at 3hr 29min 17sec; 2, R Gregoire (Fr, 
Groupama FDJ) at 3sec behind; 3, A Kron 
(Den, Lotto Dstny) 8; 4, J Caicedo (Ec, EF 
Education-EasyPost) 12; 5, G Thomas (GB, 
Ineos Grenadiers) 19; 6, P Sanchez (Sp, 
Burgos-BH) 24; 7, R Molard (Fr, Groupama- 
FDJ same time; 8, N Prodhomme (Fr AG2R 


Citroen Team 58; 10, F Ganna (It, Ineos 
Grenadiers) 1:16. 

Overall leading positions 1, S Kuss (US, 
Jumbo-Visma) at 39hr 27min 45sec; 2, M 
Soler (Sp, UAE Team Emirates) at 26sec 
behind; 3, R Evenepoel (Bel, Soudal Quick- 
Step) 1:09; 4, P Roglic (Slovenia, Jumbo- 
Visma 1:36; 5, L Martinez (Fr, Groupama-FDJ 
2:02; 6, J Almeida (Por, UAE Team Emirates 


2:16; 7, J Vingegaard (Den, Jumbo-Visma 2:22; 
8, J Ayuso (Sp, UAE Team Emirates 2:25; 9, E 
Mas (Sp, Movistar Team) 2:50; 10, A Vlasov 


Carthy (GB, EF Education-EasyPost 4:56; 18, 
Thomas 7:34. 


Tennis 


US Open Flushing Meadows, New York 

Quarter-finals: Men B Shelton (US) bt (10) F 
Tiafoe (US) 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 (9-7), 6-2; (3) D 
Medvedev (Russ) bt (8) A Rublev (Russ) 6-4, 
6-3, 6-4. Women (10) K Muchova (Cz) bt (30) 
S Cristea (Rom) 6-0, 6-3; (2) A Sabalenka 
(Bela) bt (23) Qinwen Zheng (China) 6-1, 6-4. 


Fixtures 


Football 


European Championship qualifying 

(7.45 unless stated): 

Group B France v Republic of Ireland; 
Holland v Greece. Group E Czech Republic v 
Albania; Poland v Faroe Islands. 
Group G Lithuania v Montenegro 
(5.0); Serbia v Hungary (7.45). Group H 
Kazakhstan v Finland (3.0); Denmark 


v San Marino; Slovenia v Northern Ireland. 
International friendlies 

Qatar v Kenya (4.15); Bulgaria v Iran (5.0); 
Norway v Jordan (6.0); Austria v Moldova 
(7.30); Wales v South Korea (7.45). 


Golf 


DP World Tour: Horizon Irish Open, first 
round The K Club, Kildare, Ireland. 
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Dunk seeing football in a different way 


JAN WALTON/REUTERS 


Henry Winter 


Chief Football 
Writer 


ne of the footballing 

stories of the year has 

been the intelligence and 

impact of Brighton & 

Hove Albions tactics 
under Roberto De Zerbi. “Provoking 
the opposition press” is key and it has 
also helped to unlock the England 
dressing-room door for Brighton's 
captain, Lewis Dunk. 

It is a familiar sight now: Brighton 
keeping possession at the back 
patiently, drawing the opposition on, 
then Dunk, Adam Webster or another 
of De Zerbi’s defensive unit pass 
round the press and try to get Kaoru 
Mitoma or Solly March in one-v-one 
positions. “There’s a method behind 
the madness,” Dunk says. 

It looks risky but it is rehearsed. 
“Oh, it’s rehearsed. Don’t worry about 
that,” Dunk adds after England 
training at St George’s Park. “We 
rehearse it every day. Now I know 
every position on the pitch and where 
someone should be, the time 
they should move and what 
angles they should give. 

“We practise it that much 
we know every scenario. If 
someone [from the opposing \ 
team] presses from this 


Ukraine v 
England 
Wroclaw Stadium 
Saturday, 5pm 


TV: Channel 4 
Radio: talkSPORT 


angle or that angle, we a, $ x 

know where the ball should — speaking English, 

go to reach past the pressure. M speaking through a 
We do lots and lots of hours H _ translator. The first 

on it. But if I’m being honest, . meeting when we went 
the first couple of weeks were — in, I was so confused — 
baffling.” j ~ who to look at, what to 


De Zerbi arrived when 
Graham Potter departed to 
Chelsea 12 months ago. “That 
first couple of weeks were a really 
hard transition, especially as we 
were fourth when Graham left and 
we were flying with him,” Dunk, 31, 
says. “It was a strange time for him to 
go and then Roberto came in and it 
was a carnage two E 
weeks. A * 
“It was hard at the : 
start. He knew that at 
the time, coming in, not 


listen to. You slowly pick 
it up: basically don't 
listen to the manager, 
wait for the translator to 
È speak and you get there 
in the end. Training 
changed dramatically. 
“To the fans, 
especially at home 
games, it probably 
looks scary when we pass 
around the six-yard box. 
But we know what we're 


d&- gaining from it. 


C 


silts 


Obviously under Graham, we played 
football, but the details Roberto has 
put in now is incredible. He5 all about 
the finer details.” 

Dunk was recalled to the England 
squad in the summer but withdrew 
because of injury. He now hopes to 
add to the one and only cap he 
earned five years ago in Saturday’s 
Euro 2024 qualifier against Ukraine 
in Wroclaw or Tuesdays friendly at 
Hampden Park against Scotland. 

“It [the recall] comes with the way 
Brighton's gone and the way I've 
dedicated myself to learning off this 
new manager and improving,” he 
says. “I’m 31 but still learning every 
day. Since the new manager has come 
in, I see football in a completely 
different way. I thought it made sense 


SS OH 


Complete Offer: £22 extra a month with a new 18 month contract (then standard price applies £27pm for Q customers, £25 for Stream/Glass customers thereafter). 31 days’ notice to cancel. New 18-month minimum terms for your Sky TV subscription required. Offer ends 25 September 2023. 
New 18-month min. terms. Prices may change during this period. General: Non-standard set-up may cost extra. Weekend set-up costs £15 extra. Sky Q customers: Connect to TV using HDMI cable. Sky Q kit is loaned to you at no cost and must be returned at the end of the relevant subscription. 
You own the Sky dish. Prices may vary if you live in a flat. You must get any consents required (e.g. landlord's). UK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man residential customers only. Prices may change during 18 month period. Correct at 07/09/2023. Further terms apply. 


How Dunk has developed 


Appearances W Passing accuracy 
Passes short BÉ Passes long 


under Chris Hughton 

74 77% 
under Graham Potter 

104 88196 | 86% 
under Roberto De Zerbi 

34 91196 91% Max 


Source: Opta 


ability to play with the ball at my feet 
and now, playing for the last two 
managers, Graham and Roberto, 
they've let me show it week in and 
week out.” 

De Zerbi even hailed his captain as 
one of the top five centre halves in 
Europe last March. “For your own 
manager to be saying things like that 
makes you proud,” Dunk says. 

As captain, Dunk has to calm 
Brighton players amid the new 
refereeing clampdown on dissent and 
time-wasting. “It's going to take some 
getting used to,” Dunk says. "You're 
going to see a lot more yellow cards 
and a lot more red cards for not really 
that much. 

“It is frustrating when you're losing 
and someone does kick the ball away 
and waste time. There's a time and a 
place and it used to be a known thing 
to be clever with it — game- 
management. Now they've taken that 
out of the game. 

"Crowding the referee, they're 
trying to knuckle down on that as well, 
so I've got to be sharp to be there.” 

Brightons first game after the 
international break is at Old Trafford 
but for now Dunk focuses intently on 
England. Gareth Southgate, the 
England manager, spoke to Dunk and 
the other players on Monday about 
winning the Euros in Germany next 
summer. “That’s the big change in 
mentality [since he was last in the 
international set-up]. It's not 'how far 
can we get in a tournament: It's 'we 
will win this tournament: Being 
around these top players, I can see 
why hes saying that and why England 
can win.” 


before, but when you learn something 
completely different you think, “Why 
didn't I do this before?” 

Dunk feels there were 
misconceptions about him as a 
defender. He is far more comfortable 
on the ball than once perceived. 
“Managers are a massive part of that,” 
he says. “Under Chris [Hughton, 
Potter's predecessor], I had a great 
time and loved him, but we had to 
defend our box. I didn’t get the 
chance to play [out from the back] 
because we were running after the 
ball most of the time and defending. 

“Different managers bring out 
different attributes in you. I used to 
be a striker when I was younger, so 
I've worked my way back, the bigger 
and slower I got. I’ve always had the 
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Can Mudryk 
take chance 


to rediscover 
£88m form? 


Ukrainian can use 
England game to put 
club woe to back 

of his mind, says 
Tom Roddy 


/ 


Roberto De Zerbi is no stranger to set- 
ting ambitious targets for players but 
the possibility of winning the Ballon 
d'Or has, so far, been reserved for only 
one. When Mykhailo Mudryk was on 
the verge of a move to the Premier 
League in December, his former head 
coach at Shakhtar Donetsk boldly 
expressed his view that the Ukraine 
winger was capable of being named the 
greatest player in the world. 

Nine months on and Mudryk is 
struggling to even get into the Chelsea 
team after his £88.5 million transfer to 
Stamford Bridge. He has completed 
90 minutes once in that time, which 
came in the 2-1 home defeat by De Zer- 
bis Brighton & Hove Albion in April. 

The present international break with 
Ukraine will be considered an ideal 
chance for Mudryk to rediscover the 
form that led De Zerbi to utter those 
words and Chelsea to part with so much 
money. Facing England in a Euro 2024 
qualifier on Saturday would, seemingly, 
offer Mudryk the perfect platform. 
Yet the same was said in March. 

This newspaper published an article 
before the match at Wembley about 
how Mudryk was yet to get going at 
Chelsea but that Gareth Southgate 
would be wary of his talents, carrying 
the headline: “Mudryk has patriotism 
and a point to prove against England.” 
Instead, Southgate chose to target 
Ukraine's left, where Mudryk’s ill-disci- 
pline on defensive duties was exposed 
and England won 2-0. Mudryk, again, 
looked lost in London. 

Chelsea insiders say it is clear he has 


still not settled in at the west London 
club. They still hold hope he will fulfil 
that vast potential, having been handed 
the longest contract in Premier League 
history when he signed a deal of 
8^ years in January. 

Mauricio Pochettino last month 
warned those players on long contracts 
not to become complacent. "It is not 
that we sign a player and spend money 
and they are sure they are going to 
play,” the Chelsea head coach said. 
“Talented players, players that the club 
spends money on, they have to show 
every day that they deserve to play.” 

Right now, to put it bluntly, the wide- 
spread view on Mudryk is that he is fast 
becoming an £88 5million flop. 
Another expensive Chelsea signing fail- 
ing to fulfil his potential. But football is 
rarely a patient game and is one that 
often forgets context. Mudryk is a 22- 
year-old who has, for the first time, left 
his home, a place ravaged by war. His 
parents, who are teachers, and many 
friends have remained. What toll would 
that take on a young person's mind? 

The instability at Chelsea, with three 
head coaches in six months, cannot 
have helped either. Fortunately for 
Mudryk he now has a head coach 
whose reputation is built on meaning- 
ful relationships. Dele Alli said his con- 
nection with Pochettino at Tottenham 
Hotspur was “deeper” than just manag- 
er and player, and that “he cared about 
me as a person before the football". 

Opportunities for Mudryk remain 
limited, though. He has not started a 
competitive game for Pochettino and 
has played only 67 minutes this season, 
with his latest appearance coming off 
the substitutes' bench in Saturdays de- 
feat by Nottingham Forest. Ben Chil- 
well, a left back, started in Mudryk's 
preferred position on the wing and Po- 
chettino opted to call on Noni Madueke 
and the new signing Cole Palmer to 
salvage the game ahead of him. When 
Mudryk was introduced, his stunning 


acceleration and speed were on show, 


ASHLEY WESTERN/COLORSPORT/SHUTTERSTOCK 


The struggling winger, 22, has played only 67 minutes for Chelsea this season 


but only through losing the ball and 
racing to recover. No Chelsea player 
has worse dribbling statistics. Such 
speed may be thrilling on the eye but 
history suggests it is not an attribute 
Pochettino particularly values. 

At Tottenham, players such as Dele 
and Christian Eriksen, who are known 
for quality in possession, were favoured 
as support for the striker Harry Kane. A 
similar approach has been seen at 
Chelsea. When Christopher Nkunku, 
Chelsea’s £58 million summer signing, 
was forced to undergo surgery that 
ruled him out until December, Pochet- 
tino turned to Carney Chukwuemeka 
to start on the left of his front three. 
Mudryk was low in the pecking order. 

At the end of last season, a message 
tattooed across the chest of Mudryk, a 
deeply religious Christian, came into 
his mind. “Dear God,” he wrote on 
social media. “If today I lose my hope, 
just remind me that your plans are 


better than my dreams.” Oleksandr 
Zinchenko has provided support off the 
field. Zinchenko had expected his 
compatriot to join him at Arsenal but 
the club were beaten to the deal by 
Chelsea. Arsenal insiders believe they 
had a plan for Mudryk’s progression 
that would have enabled him to 
perform far better. Zinchenkos praise 
for Mudryk offers support to De Zerbi's 
claim. 

“I've never seen something like this,” 
he said during an interview on Rio 
Ferdinands podcast Vibe with Five. 
“Honestly, the sky is the limit. The 
quality he has is incredible. 

“I know it's price tag, pressure, media. 
He came from a different league, and 
this Ukrainian league is not that level 
which [it] was ten years ago, when all 
[the] Brazilians were attracted — Fer- 
nandinho, Willian. He came to Chelsea 
and you want to see [his best] straight 
away? Please, it takes time.” 


Release of 
£2bn Chelsea 
sale funds 
moves closer 


Martyn Ziegler Chief Sports Reporter 


The head of the foundation set up to 
distribute more than £2 billion generat- 
ed from the sale of Chelsea hopes talks 
with the government next week can re- 
move ablock on the money being spent 
to help victims of the war in Ukraine. 

Mike Penrose, who runs the founda- 
tion, said the former Chelsea owner, 
Roman Abramovich, has agreed to the 
cash being released, but the govern- 
ments insistence that every penny 
must be spent inside Ukraine is holding 
up the funding of projects. 

The £2billion has been in a frozen 
bank account since May 2022, when the 
Todd Boehly-Clearlake Capital take- 
over was completed, and there had 
been hopes that an announcement 
could have been made to coincide with 
England's Euro 2024 qualifying match 
against Ukraine in Poland on Saturday. 

Penrose said none of the money 
could be spent in Russia or Belarus, or 
via organisations linked to those coun- 
tries’ governments, as that would 


Penrose runs the 
foundation that 
deals with the £2bn 


breach sanctions legislation. The foun- 
dation, however, wants to fund projects 
to help refugees outside Ukraine, and 
also countries threatened by famine 
because of the wheat shortage caused 
by Russias invasion. 

“Tam due to speak to the government 
and hopefully they have reflected over 
the summer and we can get some kind 
of breakthrough,” Penrose said. “I’m at 
a loss to know why we cannot get on 
with it and [why] the money is still stuck 
in the bank. 

“We have offered the government an 

observer's seat on the board with the 
power of veto for anything that would 
contravene sanctions. There are 
projects we could fund immediately if 
we could just have the clearance.” 
@ Chelsea have held talks with the new 
Saudi Arabian state airline Riyadh Air 
over becoming the club’s new front-of- 
shirt sponsor. The west London club 
have played without a sponsor so far 
this season. Riyadh Air is owned by 
Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund, 
the majority shareholder of Newcastle 
United. 


Lallana joins 


Paul Joyce 


Adam Lallana has joined the England 
Under-21 coaching set-up in a role that 
will also allow the Brighton & Hove 
Albion midfielder to act as a mentor. 

Lallana was at St Georges Park this 
week and will remain with the Euro- 
pean champions for the next three 
camps after being approached by head 
coach Lee Carsley. 

His appointment was confirmed as 
Levi Colwill, the senior England de- 
fender, praised Lallana for his role in 
the20-year-old's development during a 
loan spell at Brighton last season. 

Carsley led the under-21s to Euro- 
pean success in Georgia in the summer 
but Joleon Lescott left his coaching 
staff after the tournament, so he asked 
Lallana to come on board. 

Roberto De Zerbi, the Brighton man- 


England U21 


ager, gave Lallana, 35, his blessing and 
the move is expected to have multiple 
benefits, with the player passing on 
knowledge to a much-changed squad, 
while seeing whether coaching is some- 
thing that he enjoys. 

Colwill credited Lallana’s guidance: 
“Tam a chilled person and sometimes I 
need someone to give me a bit of a push. 

“At first I did not really understand 
why he was always on me. But then I re- 
alised that he was only trying to help. I 
was lucky to play alongside him and he 
definitely helped me. Every day in 
training [he was pushing mel, giving 
compliments. If I was struggling, he 
asked if I was all right. 

“There were times when I was having 
an off day and he was there, no matter 
what, pushing me. It was about commu- 
nication. He was always putting his arm 
around me, the same as Lewis Dunk.” 


Everton forward Gray 
nears £8m Saudi switch 


Demarai Gray is on the verge of 
completing an £8 million move to the 
Saudi Pro League side AI-Ettifaq. 

The Everton winger, 27, is expected 
to sign a four-year contract with 
Steven Gerrard's team after falling out 
with manager Sean Dyche. 

After Everton initially refused to 
sanction a move, the former England 
youth international — who scored 12 
goals in 75 games for the Goodison 
Park side — wrote on Instagram: “It’s 
difficult to play for someone who 
doesn't show you respect as a person." 

Dyche responded after the English 
transfer window closed last week. "It's 
unfortunate. I try to keep our business 
in-house,” he said. “Demarai told us a 
move was done, which was interesting. 
We reminded him no moves are done 
without this clubs say so.” 

The Saudi Pro Leagues transfer 
window closes at 10pm BST tonight. 


Newcastle director Harper 
suffers brain haemorrhage 


Steve Harper, the Newcastle United 
academy director and the club’s 
former goalkeeper, suffered a 
subarachnoid haemorrhage on 
Monday and is recovering in hospital. 

A subarachnoid haemorrhage 
means there is bleeding in the space 
that surrounds the brain and can be 
fatal. Newcastle released a statement 
yesterday to say that Harper, 48, had 
undergone a “medical emergency” 
and was “recovering well in hospital”. 

“Newcastle is sending love and best 
wishes to Steve,” the statement read. 
“The club is pleased to report Steve is 
recovering well. Steve, his family and 
everyone at Newcastle extends a 
heartfelt thank you to NHS staff.” 

Harper played 199 times for the 
club between 1993 and 2012. He was 
named full-time academy director in 
2021, having been first-team coach 
and academy goalkeeping coach. 


Antony still part of United 
squad despite allegations 


Manchester United have resisted calls 
to suspend Antony after his ex- 
girlfriend accused him of assaulting 
her on several occasions. 

Gabriela Cavallin, a DJ and social 
media influencer, told the Brazilian 
publication UOL on Monday that she 
had been subjected to physical and 
psychological abuse by the United 
and Brazil winger. 

The Brazilian national football 
federation (CBF) removed him from 
their squad for this month’s matches 
with Bolivia and Peru because of the 
allegations, but United have not 
followed suit despite pressure from 
domestic abuse charities. 

Forty-eight hours after the 
allegations emerged, United broke 
their silence, issuing a statement 
insisting the club were treating them 
seriously, but there was no suggestion 
that Antony had been suspended. 
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Shameful decision to dismiss 
Vilda a failure of due process 


Matthew Syed 


> 


j^ 
` Z į 


Pw 


orge Vilda never made a bean 
as a football player. 
Determined and talented, he 
was also hit by that scourge 
of the young, promising player: 
a career-ending injury. Deprived of 
his first love, he threw himself 
into coaching, finding a way to 
continue in the game as a womens 
youth-team manager. 

By all accounts, he was impressive. 
As coach of the Spain Under-17 team, 
he won gold at the European 
Championships and was nominated 
for Fifa coach of the year. He moved 
up to the Under-19 team, winning 
successive silvers in the Euros. By the 
time he was in his mid-thirties, he 
had secured promotion to the senior 
womens team. 

The high point of his career, of 
course, was that masterclass in the 
World Cup final last month. I was 
rooting for England but couldnt fail 
to acknowledge that they were beaten 
by a better team. Spain passed 
fluently and crisply; they attacked 
with flair and intelligence. Above all, 
Spain were tactically superior. Vilda 
executed a more robust plan than 
Sarina Wiegman, his counterpart. 

But now Vilda has been sacked and 
his reputation is in tatters. Whatever 
esteem he secured at the end of that 
final has been overtaken by anger and 
infamy. You may suppose that he 
engaged in a terrible crime or that he 
was secretly stealing money from the 
Spanish FA. But no. One of the 
reasons for his travails is that he was 
seen clapping. Putting his hands 
together for a few moments during a 
speech by Luis Rubiales. His dream 
job, the culmination of years of hard 
work, was toast. 

For the avoidance of doubt, Vilda 
has never been on the receiving end 


of allegations of assaulting women, or 
making aggressive gestures, or 
anything of the kind. Neither has he 
done his job with anything other than 
dedication. That, at least, was my 
reading of the statement released by 
the Spanish FA in the aftermath of 
his firing. “We value his impeccable 
personal and sporting conduct, being 
a key piece in the notable growth of 
womens football in Spain,” it said. 

So why has he gone? 

Well, his tenure wasn't 
uncontroversial. A number of Spanish 
players boycotted the national team 
last year, citing a "toxic culture". He 
was said to be overbearing and 
controlling. In the interests of 
balance, many players also backed the 
coach and said that he had been 
unfairly tarnished. On the basis of 
media stories alone, it is quite difficult 
to get to the truth. 

Either way, if the Spanish FA felt 
that his conduct was unacceptable or 
oppressive, shouldn't he have been 
fired on those grounds? Instead, he 
was sacked for reportedly "structural 
reasons". One interpretation is that 
the Spanish FA didn't think they 
could stand up a legal case about 
improper conduct and so found a 
different way to get rid of him via a 
payoff. In other words, the heat had 
become too intense. 

And this is why it's worth slowing 
down to ponder the background. 
These days, with Premier League 
managers living in mansions, it's easy 
to think of all coaches as living the 
life of the plutocrat. Nothing could be 
farther from the truth. Vilda was on 
not much more than the average 
Spanish salary when he worked as 
a youth coach and, even as 
national team coach, was on not 
much more than a GP. 

Unlike being a GP, 
however, football posts are 
precarious. You can have a 
job one minute, lose it the 
next, and may never find 


Vilda has been a divisive head coach 
of Spain's women, but they won their 
first World Cup under him last month 


one again. I have met former coaches 
working for the minimum wage as 
bartenders or Uber drivers. Vilda has 
a wife and two children. This wasnt a 
job from which he could easily walk 
away; on the contrary, it was a once- 
in-a-lifetime chance to secure his 
family’s future. 

So, let's return to the moment in 
that speech where Rubiales defiantly 
says: "I am not going to resign!" This 
is the man who pays Vilda’s wages; 
who, during that same speech, 
promises to increase Vilda’s salary 
almost threefold; who has the power 
not only to fire Vilda but most of the 
other people in that room. What 
happens next, then, is perhaps 
predictable. People start to applaud 
and, through rapid social contagion, 
so does almost everyone else. 

This, of course, is what Rubiales 
planned. It is why he placed the few 
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female staff in the front row. And, 
yes, most of these women were 
applauding too. Does that mean they 
support grabbing people's faces? Does 
this one freeze-framed moment tell us 
everything about their politics, values 
and character? Do we really want to 
infer so much from so little? Of 
course not. These women were 
applauding their boss. It is called 
power dynamics. 

And this is what Vilda was doing, 
too. I would have thought that most 
people would have given Vilda the 
benefit of the doubt, at least in this 
instance. This was not a pre- 
meditated act of applause, it was a 
rapid response to a highly charged 
moment. Indeed, the next day, Vilda 
released a statement in which he 
condemned Rubialess unsolicited kiss 
of Jenni Hermoso after Spain's 
triumph in no uncertain terms. 

Rubiales’s actions were, for my 
money, completely beyond the pale. 
One can also perceive that the 
Spanish FA has long been dominated 
by a macho culture and it was high 
time this was addressed. If Vilda 
were a contributor to that culture, 
of course he should have been 

fired. I should also mention that 
some believe that he owed his 
position to his father, who has 

a senior position in Spanish 
football. But none of this 
alters the fact that he deserved 
a fair hearing before his 
reputation was eviscerated. 

And this is why I worry that 
the persecution of Vilda shows 
that we have moved into a new 
phase. It is no longer just the 
villain who is targeted in these 
medieval witch-hunts but anyone 
who has brushed shoulders with 
the unclean. Vilda’s sacking was a 
violation of due process, but it is 

striking that almost nobody has 
come out to defend the 
importance of natural justice, 
perhaps terrified that they, too, 
might catch the eye of the mob. 
This, then, isn’t merely an age 
of woke fanaticism, it is also an 
age of moral cowardice. 


Hermoso 

files criminal 
complaint over 
Rubiales kiss 


Isambard Wilkinson, Martyn Ziegler 


Jenni Hermoso has filed a criminal 
complaint against the Spanish football 
federation president, Luis Rubiales, 
over his forced kiss on her lips after the 
Women’s World Cup final. 

The prosecutors office, which had 
opened a preliminary investigation 
into Rubialess behaviour for a possible 
crime of sexual assault, said it intends 
to process the complaint "as soon as 
possible”. The prosecutors office had 
invited Hermoso to file the complaint 
when it opened its investigation, saying 
it had received several complaints 
alleging possible sexual aggression but 
would launch a full inquiry only if the 
Spain midfielder sought one. 

Hermosos criminal complaint, 


which was lodged on Tuesday, increas- 
es the pressure on Rubiales, who has 
refused to resign and claimed the kiss 
was consensual and he was the victim 
of a *witch hunt" by "false feminists”. 


Hermoso has 
accused Rubiales 
of sexual assault 


Fifa suspended him for 90 days after 
he refused to quit. A sports tribunal has 
opened a case against him for serious 
misconduct. The Spanish government 
has called on the tribunal to suspend 
Rubiales whileit hearsthe case. His own 
federation has urged him to stand down. 
Spains entire squad announced a strike 
until Rubiales resigns. 

The federation sacked — Spain's 
womens coach Jorge Vilda on Tuesday. 
Vilda had apologised for applauding 
while Rubiales held a meeting in which 
he refused to resign and offered the 
coach a new four-year contract, in- 
creasing his annual salary to €500,000 
(about £430,000) from €160,000. 

Vilda said his sacking was "unfair" 
and “undeserved” after his side beat 
England in the final last month. "I've 
known Jenni for 16 years,” he added. "I 
know she’s having a hard time, I know 
her family is having a hard time and I 
know she’s waiting for this to be over.” 
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Injured Danty out of curtain-raiser 


Alex Lowe 
Rugby Correspondent, Paris 


Jonathan Danty made a case to start for 
France against New Zealand tomorrow 
night but the powerful centre, who in- 
jured his hamstring against Australia 
two weekends ago, was ultimately 
denied. This opening World Cup fix- 
ture is a sizzling prospect and a France 
win would give the tournament lift-off, 
but ultimately it decides nothing. And 
so France concluded it was not worth 
the risk. 
Danty will have a huge role to 
play down the line but for now he 
must remain a spectator, with 
Yoram Moefana to play at inside 
centre alongside Gaél Fickou in a 
France team that will already be 
without Romain Ntamack, Cyril 
Baille and Paul Willemse, who have 
tournament-ending injuries. 
“Jonathan would have liked to start 
this match but we reached a decision 
and he understood it,” Fabien Galthié, 
the head coach, said. “The team will 
evolve. This is the best France team 
today. 
“Weneedateam capable of adapting; 
an agile team, with complementary 
players. We have every confidence in 
Gaél Fickou and Yoram Moefana, who 
have played together previously. Yoram 
has a wealth of experience, having been 
with us for almost three years. Together 
with Gaél, we've worked on a lot of 
combinations in our preparation and 
our warm-up matches. We must adapt 
to current form.” 
Inthe absence of Ntamack, Matthieu 
Jalibert starts at fly half alongside 


France v 


New Zealand 


Pool stage 


Stade de France, Paris 
Tomorrow, 8.15pm 


TV: ITV1, from 
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Antoine Dupont, with Thomas Ramos 
joined in the back three by Damian 
Penaud and Gabin Villiere, the feisty 
Toulon wing. Cameron Woki will start 
in the second row alongside Thibaud 
Flament, while Reda Wardi replaces 
Baille at loosehead prop. 

France are gunning for a first World 


Cup triumph, having lost in the final in 
1987, 1999 and 2011. 

The All Blacks, who arrived in Paris 
by train from their base in St Etienne, 
have made three changes to their start- 
ing XV. 

Anton  Lienert-Brown replaced 
Jordie Barrett, who has a knee injury, at 


ANNE-CHRISTINE POUJOULAT/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


France captain Dupont, right, and full back Melvyn Jaminet put in work before the World Cup opener against the All Blacks 


inside centre. Codie Taylor returns at 
hooker after a hamstring issue and 
Nepo Laulala comes in at tighthead 
prop for Tyrel Lomax, who needed 30 
stitches to a cut to his leg after the de- 
feat by South Africa. In the back row, 
Dalton Papalii starts as blindside flank- 
er with Shannon Frizell still ruled out. 
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Rugby World Cup Sport 


France © 
Club Age Caps 
15 T Ramos Toulouse 28 27 
14 D Penaud Bordeaux 26 44 
13 GFickou Racing 92 29 81 
12 Y Moefana Bordeaux 23 18 
11 GVillière Toulon 27 14 
10 M Jalibert Bordeaux 24 26 


A Dupont (c) Toulouse 26 49 
R Wardi LaRochelle 28 8 
JMarchand Toulouse 28 31 


NO O/B WIN) LO 


U Atonio La Rochelle 33 53 
C Woki Racing92 24 22 
T Flament Toulouse 26 19 
F Cros Toulouse 29 22 
C Ollivon Toulon 30735 
8 G Alldritt LaRochelle 26 42 


Replacements P Mauvaka, J-B Gros, D 
Aldegheri, R Taofifénua, P Boudehent, M 
Lucu, A Vincent, M Jaminet. 


New Zealand 

Club Age Caps 
15 B Barrett Blues 32 116 
14 W Jordan Crusaders 25 25 
13 R loane Blues 26 63 
12 ALienert-Brown Chiefs 28 63 
11 M Telea Blues DONE 
10 R Mo'unga Crusaders 29 49 
9 ASmith Highlanders 34 119 
1 E DeGroot Highlanders 25 17 
2 C Taylor Crusaders 32 75 
3 NLaulala Blues 32 49 
4 SWhitelock Pau 34 146 
5 SBarrett Crusaders 29 62 
6 DPapali'i Blues 25 26 
7 SCane (c) Chiefs 31 90 
8 ASavea Hurricanes 29 75 


Replacements S Taukei'aho, F Newell, O 
Tu'ungafasi, T Vaa'i, L Jacobson, 
F Christie, D Havili, L Fainga'anuku. 


Can rugby unite France as 1998 did? 


This diverse home team 
can reinforce message 
of inclusivity, 
writes James 
Gheerbrant 


wenty-five years ago, France 

was host and witness to one 

of the most transcendent of 

sporting triumphs. The 

victory of the men’s football 
team in the 1998 World Cup drew its 
immense symbolic power from the 
confluence of several factors: a 
fevered political background in which 
the Front National was on the rise; 
the disenfranchisement and under- 
representation of the banlieues, the 
working-class city suburbs with 
large immigrant communities; 
and the racial diversity of 
the team, famously 
nicknamed the “Black, 
Blanc, Beur" (black, 
white, Arab). 

What was 
symbolised in that 
moment of hope and 
glory was "the 
reconciliation of a 
modern nation state with 
its past, and the celebration 
of a new multicultural nation 
... at ease with its make-up,” 
says Cathal Kilcline, author of 
the book Sport and Society in 
Global France. 

For the young Serge Betsen, a 
Cameroon-born French rugby player 
then just beginning to make his name 
in the oval-ball game, it was a 
profoundly inspiring moment. "Sport 
is, in a sense, exactly what Nelson 


Mandela was saying," Betsen, now 49, 
says. "It gets people together, in order 
to unify. It's amazing how people from 
diverse communities come together 
behind one objective" 

However, at that time, the idea of 
the France rugby team creating such 
a moment would have been fanciful. 
Although there were a handful of 
players with an immigrant 
background, such as the Morocco- 
born Abdelatif Benazzi, Emile 
Ntamack, whose father was 
Cameroonian, and Betsen himself, the 
team were not comparable to the 
football Bleus. When Betsen made his 
France debut a year earlier, he was 
the only non-white player, with most 
of his team-mates hailing from 
French rugby’s southern heartlands. 
Fast-forward a quarter of a 
century and the French rugby 
team look very different. Since 
rugby was professionalised in 
the mid-1990s, as the game's 

reach has broadened, so too 
has the spread of 
backgrounds in the national 
team. The squad that will 
endeavour to win France's 
first World Cup contains 
several players of African or 
Caribbean heritage, many of 
them raised and trained in the 
banlieues, such as Cameron 
Woki, Sekou Macalou and 
Jonathan Danty; four 
players who were born or 
1 have roots in France's 
Pacific territories, Peato 
Mauvaka, Sipili Falatea, 
Romain Taofifénua and 
Yoram Moefana; and the 
prop Reda Wardi, who is of 
Moroccan descent. If this 


Moefana is one of four France 


PA players of Pacific heritage 


COLORSPORT/SHUTTERSTOCK 


Les Bleus' football World Cup win 25 years ago was a triumph for multiculturalism 


team were to win on home soil, could 
they make an older and wiser republic 
dream again as it did in that glorious 
summer of 1998? 

The sense of connection between 
the “Quinze de France” and the 
nation they represent is as strong as it 
has ever been. The French federation 
has made sure to take the team’s non- 
Six Nations matches around the 
country. Betsen remembers the 
atmosphere in Marseille’s Stade 
Vélodrome for the game against 
South Africa last autumn as “beyond 
what I experienced as a player”. 

The presence in the squad of those 
four players from France’s Pacific 
territories — specifically from Wallis 
and Futuna, two small islands 
properly known as an overseas 
collectivity — provides a precious link 
to a part of France that is very rarely 
represented in the country’s official or 
cultural institutions. Stitching the 
name of each player’s boyhood club 
into their blue jersey has been 
another clever touch, fostering that 


encompassing and embracing sense of 
community. 

The lack of an obvious billboard 
star, who could become a symbolic 
figurehead as Zinédine Zidane did, is 
one point of difference with 1998. 
Romain Ntamack, the first-choice fly 
half and son of Emile, had seemed the 
best placed to play that role, but his 
World Cup was cruelly snuffed out by 
injury before it had begun. Frances 
best player, Antoine Dupont, harks 
back to a more traditional image of 
French rugby — the scrum half as “an 
Asterix or Napoleon figure, le petit 
général, the No9 who survives on his 
wit, cunning and ability to outfox the 
others”, as Kilcline puts it. He is a 
genius who could set the tournament 
alight, but it’s hard to see him as an 
icon in the same way that Zidane was. 

Even if Danty, Macalou or Gaél 
Fickou were to emerge as the defining 
star of a victorious French team, the 
picture has shifted; 1998 was a unique 
point in time. The idea that you could 
be from an immigrant background 


and also French had been called into 
question by Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
leader of the Front National, who 
questioned the football team’s 
legitimacy. The victory of Zidane and 
his team-mates arose — or seemed to 
arise — in response to that. What 
exactly a victory for Fabien Galthiés 
team would articulate is harder to say. 

“I don't see that kind of France '98 
narrative, because the terrain was 
cultivated just perfectly for that time,’ 
Kilcline says. “And in a way France 
98 did its job. I think [those players] 
have done profound work in 
demonstrating that you can be of 
Algerian origin and represent France, 
you can be of Caribbean origin and 
very proudly French. The discussion 
has moved on; that is accepted by the 
vast majority of the population and 
celebrated. It’s kind of symbolic work 
the likes of Danty and Fickou don't 
have to take on their shoulders. They 
may reinforce that, but I don’t think 
they could break new ground there.” 

There is also a more unwelcome 
reason to be cautious about a new 
moment of unity. The selection of the 
second row Bastien Chalureau, who 
was convicted in 2020 of a racially 
motivated assault, has cast a pall over 
Galthié’s pledge that his team’s 
“mission” is to “unite and share with 
French rugby and all French people”. 

For all that, however, even if the 
fairytale of 1998 will probably never 
be recreated, there would still be 
something powerful in the sight of a 
diverse France rugby team working 
together to achieve their dream of 
lifting the trophy on home soil. 

“I still think there is something in 
those symbolic moments,” Kilcline 
says. “It takes time to filter through 
and obviously there are so many 
societal difficulties, but I believe in 
the power of that symbol.” 


» 
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Finally Borthwick has a radical 


Alex Lowe 


Rugby 
Correspondent, 
Paris 


Whetheritwasaresultofpanicorprag- 
matism, England have shifted course at 
the last minute. There is no guarantee it 
will work but, as Franklin D Roosevelt 
said, the worst thing to do when a deci- 
sion needs to be made is nothing. And 
England had some big decisions to 
make as they flew out to Le Touquet. 
(Yes, they flew when it was less than a 
four-hour drive from Twickenham.) 

The decision Steve Borthwick faced 
was stark. It had become increasingly 
clear through Englands summer 
warm-up campaign that the game plan 
was not working. Whispers began 
emerging from the camp that the squad 
were not all buying into Borthwick’s 
vision. 

Courtney Lawes, the vice-captain, 
revealed the players had begun discus- 
sions with Borthwick about changing 
the strategy to “best suit our strengths”. 
Lawes was not triggering a revolt and 
his words were not confrontational but 
the impact of them was significant. 

It was clear that doing nothing was 
not an option, even though change 
would highlight the mistakes that 
Borthwick had made in planning, strat- 
egy and selection, some of which still 
threaten to haunt England in their 
opening game against Argentina on 
Saturday. We'll come to that. 

It soon emerged that Marcus Smith 
was being viewed as a potential full- 
back option, an idea that took hold with 
greater urgency once Owen Farrell was 
banned for the opening two games and 
England needed to find a second play- 
maker in the back line. 

Playing a fly half at full back is not a 
radical idea — New Zealand have been 
doing it for years with Beauden Barrett 
— but exploring it only a couple 
of weeks before the World 
Cup is wild, a sign of despera- 
tion and the mess that 
England find themselves in. 9 

We now learn that Alex 
Mitchell and Jonny May, 
two players who were not 
part of  Borthwick's 
original World Cup 
plans, are due to 
start against 
Argentina. 

Mitchell was 
dropped in 
June. For all the 
zip he brought 
off the bench 
in the Six 


Nations, ee) 
Mitchell's s 
speed of pass & 
and speed of 

foot were out- 


weighed by concerns over his 
game management. 

Borthwick had finalised his 
three selections at scrum half 
extremely early on and taken 
the conservative approach. 
After years of unfathomable 
selections in the position, 
which created an enormous 
vacuum of experience, Borth- 
wick chose to be cautious. He opt- 
ed for experience and to prioritise 
those players who brought control 
over creativity, which nowadays in- 
cludes Danny Care. 


Borthwick’s rethink means May has 
gone from not being named in the 


g the most capped En- 


ré V 


squad to starting the opening game po, 


Weak foundations finding strength 


Scrum success among tier-one 
nations in 2022 
Ireland mn n n ee 94.6% 


n n mn man 91.9% 
ee 91.2% 
South Africa mENEEEENENNE 89.5% 


Australia 
Argentina 
Scotland 
England 
Source: Opta 


Youth over experience 


Starts at scrum half for England 


since beginning of 2013 

Ben Youngs |. Ri 
Danny Care | — 2 

Jack van Hi 

Poortvliet 

Harry Randall [15 

Willi Heinz l4 

Richard 

Wigglesworth 

Alex Mitchell 1 


Source: Opta 


Turn to power 


Starts at tight-head prop for 
England since the beginning of 2020 


Kyle Sinckler 
2 


Will Stuart 
— 11 


Joe me / 


But Jack van Poortvliet then dam- 
aged ankle ligaments, handing 
Mitchell a reprieve. And in 
less than a month, the 

Northampton Saints 

half back has leap- 

frogged Ben Youngs, 


Source: Opta 


gland player, and 
Care to claim the 
No 9 jersey. 


amend his strategy to 
suit Mitchells skill 
set, as Lawes dis- 


cussed. Instinct 
says no — indeed, 
Borthwick insists 


he is not deviating 
from the plan — but 
the situation de- 
mands yes. 

That does not 
mean putting away 
the kicking game 
completely, it just 
means playing with 
eyes open to oppor- 
| tunities and challeng- 
ingthe Pumasin differ- 
ent ways. 

And what of May? 
. The Gloucester wing 
was told early in the 
preparation camp 
that he was not 
going to the World 
Cup. He almost 
walked out. But an 
injury to Antho- 
ny Watson 
opened the door 
“and now, in the 


te 


England v 
Argentina 
Pool stage 


Marseille, Stade 
Vélodrome 


Scrum success among tier-one 
nations this year 


Australia ee 100% 
South Africa ma a a 100% 
Japan 96.4% 
Ireland E 94.3% 
New Zealand mmm mmm mmm a 93.9% 
England 91.8% 
Argentina mem 89.3% 
Scotland m 87.7% 
Italy m 87.3% 
France mn mn n mn 86% 
Wales mwn nn 79.6% 


space ofaweek, he has accelerated past 
Max Malins and Henry Arundell to 
reclaim an England wing position. 

In making these selections, Borth- 
wick has confessed his original 
mistakes and tried to react, although it 
remains to be seen whether that last- 
minute combination of panic and 
pragmatism will be enough to defeat 
the Pumas. Mitchell and May will at 
least inject some pace into the team, al- 
though the Pumas are not short of 
lightning back-line runners them- 
selves. Plus, they boast a combative, 
physical forward pack. England do not. 

Which brings us to the other key se- 
lection decision which Borthwick has 
not reversed: the absence of a specialist 
reserve No8. Borthwick initially 
backed Alex Dombrandt and picked 
him ahead of Billy Vunipola in the Six 
Nations, but then changed his mind. 

Dombrandt and Tom Willis then 
played in the opening World Cup 
warm-up match despite neither being 
in the World Cup squad. Meanwhile, 
down in Gloucester, Zach Mercer was 
adapting to his new surroundings, 
having been ditched by England at the 
same time as Mitchell. 

With Vunipola now banned for the 
Argentina game, England do not havea 
specialist No8 available. Ben Earl or 

Tom Curry will be deployed in 
the role. Philippe Saint-An- 
dré, the Montpellier head 
coach, remains dumb- 
founded by the decision. 

"Firstly I am very, 

very sad for Zach Mer- 
cer, he said. “He was 
amazing in Montpellier 
for two years. He was the 


The ques- Saturday, 8pm best player in the Top 14,” 

tion now is TV: ITV Saint-André said in a World 
how much Rugby podcast. 

Borthwick will “He moved to England, he signed 


for Gloucester to play for his country 
and to be involved in the World Cup. 
And when I saw that he was out of the 
45 [man training squad], he was devas- 
tated. I think it was terrible for him 
because he moved just to be involved 
with England. 

“He is an amazing player because he 
has flair, he has creativity, he is difficult 
to read. He creates so much and to be 
honest think this is what England miss 
at the moment: some flair. 

“When you are the best player in the 
Top 14, it is not easy. You have guys like 
Antoine Dupont, guys like Grégory 
Alldritt. The players said Zach Mercer 
was the best player of the Top 14 and we 
won the league [in 2022]. 

“I don't understand why he has not 
been picked. His work rate is amazing 
and over two years he improved a lot 
in defence. He is an amazing player, a 
flair player.” 

As Danny Cipriani has outlined in 
these pages over the past week, players 
of that ilk are routinely mistrusted by 
coaches in England, who prefer a more 
controlled, formulaic approach. But 
that was not working, leaving Borth- 
wick with a decision to make. And 
doing nothing was not an option. 


T 
opener will be’ 
nly Mitchell 


Lio nain. Nei t9 x va rès 


‘A 
CONTINUED FROM BACK 


and you have gota bit ofa point to prove 
— or a grievance. You have that annoy- 
ance in yourself that you want to put 
things right, as you always do after a 
loss. 

“That is the way I have been brought 
through at Leicester and England. You 
want to put things right straight away 
and after Steve took over the club he 
laid down a challenge. 

“I remember Aled [Walters, the head 
of physical performance] saying, “You 
can park the bus or we can keep 
moving’ and I thought, “We have got 
something to buy into here’ and that is 
what we did. 

“You owe it to your team-mates and 
the people around you, who might have 
had a shit day but you might not. So I 
owe it to you to pull my head out of my 
arse and contribute. That is part of 
being a team, part of being a squad and 


gentina will 


pose 


thatis what gets you through and what 
has helped in the past three or four 
years.” 

Cole knows the challenge of the 
Argentina scrum well. He plays at 
Leicester with the Pumas hooker Julian 
Montoya and spent ll years alongside 
the former Argentina prop Marcos 
Ayerza. He noted how an Argentina 
pack scrummages differently to any 
other. 

“There's definitely a difference, an 
intensity to the way they do things and 
how they want to play the game, and it 
comes through the scrum,” Cole said. 

“I remember playing them at 
Twickenham once and they tried 
double-shunting us. 

"Theres something different about 
playing their scrums than other 
scrums. Instead of hit-and-chase it was 
more hit, and then the whole scrum 
came together with a squeeze, like 
[together as] one thing.” 
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rethink but how far will he go? 


test like no other 


Cole was determined to prove a point 
after his disastrous World Cup final 


M 


Argentina call this style of scrum- 
maging bajada, where players push 
inwards together, while exhaling air 
from their lungs, directing their power 
towards the hooker in an arrow-like 
formation. 

“I remember Ayerza telling me that a 
lot of the Argentina scrum is based on 
what happens after the engagement;" 
Cole said. “He said, “We come together 
as gentlemen’ and then he would just 
lift you off your feet because he’s really 
strong. 

“From what I've been told, the 
Argentina players spend a lot of time 
after the engage [making it] a pushing 
contest rather than a collapse fest." 

Englands scrum was statistically the 
worst of the traditional Tier One 
nations at the end of Eddie Jones s reign 
in 2022. Borthwick and the scrum 
coach, Tom Harrison, have worked 
with referees and World Rugby s serum 
guru Mike Cron, the New Zealander, to 


at the 
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scrum 


tidy up their act. “In the Six Nations, we 
cleaned up a lot,” Cole said. 

“I think we had some of the best 
statistics in terms of ball played and 
penalties won. That’s not only percep- 
tion, but the reality that the scrum is 
changing, which we needed to do. 

“It is important because if you look at 
international rugby, you can have a 
penalty from a set piece on your own 
tryline and you can be halfway up the 
field. You win another from a maul, or 
yourun an attacking play which gets an 
offside penalty, and youare up to the 22. 
That’s how games can swing.” 

Tom Curry will return to the starting 
team. He should line up as the open- 
side flanker, alongside Ben Earl, the 
No8, and captain Courtney Lawes, the 
No6. Ollie Chessum, Maro Itoje, Ellis 
Genge and Jamie George should com- 
plete the pack. Manu Tuilagi will start 
at centre and Marcus Smith will be used 
as a full back from the bench. 


| Different Fiji 


can make light of 
fly half's absence 


Elgan Alderman Versailles 


The knee injury to Fijis fly half Caleb 
Muntz, ruling him out of the World 
Cup, is yet another tilt of the axis of 
Sunday nights great quandary: are 
Wales or Fiji the favourites to win in 
Bordeaux? 

The 23-year-old is only four caps into 
an international career that began in 
July, yet he offered promise and control 
for a team often in search of a guide at 
No10. In the victory at Twickenham, 
Fijis first against England, he was flaw- 
less off the tee, from distance and close 
up, in a 15-point haul. 

Muntz suffered the issue in non-con- 
tacttraining on Monday. “It's most dev- 
astating for us as a group and for Caleb, 
he has worked so hard for the past two 
years with the Fijian Drua and for Fly- 
ing Fijians,” Simon Raiwalui, the head 
coach, said. 

His absence will not alter how Fiji 
play, but they are without their best or- 
chestrator. Ben Volavola, the fly half at 
the past two World Cups, is not in the 
squad but he is not far away having 
signed for Agen. Teti Tela, the 32-year- 
old with seven caps, is Fijis remaining 
fly half, with the scrum half, Simione 
Kuruvoli, listed as cover. Elsewhere 
they have Levani Botia, Viliame Mata, 
Semi Radradra and Josua Tuisova, so 
there remains no shortage of threat, 
even if the tillerman has changed. 

There was once a time when Wales 
did not play Fiji at the World Cup. Ever 
since that famous day in Nantes 16 
years ago, when Fiji won 38-34 to knock 
Wales out in the pool stage, Warren 
Gatland’s men have faced their most 
perilous banana skin as a quadrennial 
tradition. 

Three World Cups under Gatland 
have brought three wins — a 66-0 
drubbing in New Zealand, followed by 
23-13 and 29-17 victories in Cardiff and 
Japan respectively — where 
Wales started as favourites 
and avoided upset. This 
time, however, on world 
rankings at least, it is Fiji 
(No7) who trump 
Wales (No 10). The win- 
ner will be the frontrun- 
ner to reach the quar- 
ter-finals, the loser one 
defeat by Australia away 
from an early departure. 

Wales have had the best part 
of four months together, along wait 
before they kick their first World Cup 
ball. “A little bit edgy,” Jonathan Hum- 
phreys, the forwards coach, said of the 
feeling in the camp. “We're in a good 
spot. The boys have worked incredibly 
hard to be here. Even with all the warm- 
up games, it has always been in our 
minds of the coaching staff about where 
we need to get to. 

“Everybody is a bit on edge but in a 
good way. Training this morning was 
like that. It’s been a long time getting 
here.” 

Fiji have had half as much time to- 
gether, reconnecting with their roots by 
sleeping on mattresses in a village hall 
as part of their preparation, yet that is 


Wales v Fiji 
Pool stage 


Stade de Bordeaux, 
Bordeaux 


Sunday, 8pm 
TV: ITV 
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Muntz put on a flawless place-kicking 
display in the win at Twickenham 


an improvement for players who usual- 
ly have to contend with unfamiliarity 
and short build-ups. That more than 
half their squad play for Fijian Drua in 
Super Rugby, including Muntz and 
Tela, adds to that cohesion. 

After a series of expected wins in the 
Pacific Nations Cup, beating England 
was a historic marker. Though the 
structure with which Fiji played was 
noticeable, it was still their flair with 
ball in hand, seizing on the smallest of 
openings through pace and handling, 
that made the difference. 

“It does feel different [to the three 
previous tournaments] as I think 
they're a different Fiji side,” Gatland, 
the Wales head coach, said. “I thought 
they were excellent at Twickenham. 
They’ve got some great athletes. We're 
aware of that. They like to play on the 
gainline. They're a lot more structured 

nowasateam than they wouldtra- 
ditionally have been in the past 
in terms of their exiting and 
kicking game. 

“The weather condi- 
tions werent brilliant at 
Twickenham but they 
kicked 27 times, which is 
pretty high for a Fijian 

side. They've got individ- 
uals who can break the 
game open. At some point, 
we know they'll do that. 

“We've got to impose our game on 
them as well. We know they're a good 
side and a lot of their side play in Super 
Rugby and in France as well. It’s going 
to be an exciting challenge we're really 
looking forward to. 

“They’ve always had world-class in- 
dividual athletes who could open up a 
game, but bringing that organisation 
and structure makes them more dan- 
gerous. They’ve worked hard on their 
set piece. That makes them a dangerous 
side, as we saw at Twickenham.” 

Wales will name their team today. 
Dewi Lake, the co-captain who is recov- 
ering from a knee injury, practised his 

lineout throwing instead of the warm-up 
for yesterday’s training session. 
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Only players can save Test cricket 
from dying as a spectator sport 
Page 64 
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Borthwick to 
take gamble 
on Mitchell 


Scrum half faces Argentina in World Cup opener 


Will Kelleher Deputy Rugby 
Correspondent, Le Touquet 


Alex Mitchell is poised to start at serum 
halffor Englandin their opening World 
Cup match against Argentina on Satur- 
day, a month after he was left out of 
Steve Borthwicks original 33-man 
squad for the tournament. 

Mitchell, 26, was called up to replace 
Jack van Poortvliet after he sustained 
an ankle injury in the warm-up match 
against Wales at Twickenham last 
month. The Times understands that 
the Northampton Saints No 9 will beat 
Ben Youngs and Danny Care to the 
starting spot in Marseille, barring any 
late injuries. Care, who has 90 caps and 
is set to make the bench, and Youngs 
(with 124 caps) are England's two most 
experienced scrum halves. 

Mitchell5 selection is a surprise anda 
bold move by Borthwick. He made his 
debut in 2021 against Tonga but this 
would be only his seventh Test cap. He 
made his first Test start in the 30-22 
defeat by Fiji at Twickenham last 
month — England’s final warm-up 
game — meaning that the World Cup 
encounter against Argentina would be 
only his second start. 

England’s attack coach, Richard 
Wigglesworth, 40, a scrum half for Sale 
Sharks, Saracens and Leicester Tigers 
in his playing days, has started more 
times for the national side in the past 
ten years than Mitchell — against 
Ireland in 2018 and France in 2015. 

Jonny May — another left out of 
Borthwick’s initial squad — is also set to 


start on the wing in a back three with 
Elliot Daly and Freddie Steward. May, 
33, came into the squad for Anthony 
Watson, who tore his calf in the warm- 
up game against Ireland last month. 

England will look to use Mitchell, in 
a combination with George Ford at fly 
half, to up the tempo against Argentina. 
The pair played for the first time 
together in that Fiji defeat at Twicken- 
ham, so they are an inexperienced duo. 

England know they need a clean set 
piece against Argentina so it is 
understood that they have selected 
Dan Cole, who they regard as their best 
scrummaging prop, to start at tight- 
head. Cole, 36, endured a torrid time in 
the 2019 World Cup final that England 
lost 32-12 to South Africa and did not 
think he would play for his country 
again. 

However, Borthwick — who will 
confirm his team this afternoon — 
reinstated him to the squad this year 
and now has chosen him to play against 
Argentina ahead of Will Stuart and 
Kyle Sinckler. Sinckler is fit again, 
having tweaked his back before the Fiji 
match, but is likely to miss out on 
Saturday, having been told he must be 
more dominant in the scrum. 

Cole is grateful just to be back at a 
World Cup. “For the past three of those 
four years I didn't think it would 
happen,” he said. “After 2019, the final, 
what happened, I wouldn't say it would 
be easy to pack it in but it would have 
been easy just to drift. 

“You come back from a World Cup 
Continued on page 70 
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England facing Brook dilemma 


England want to include Harry Brook in their 15-man World Cup squad but 
putting him in creates problems in terms of who they leave out, page 65 


ACROSS 
1 Invite advance stream over (6) 
4 Succeeds in getting piping for 
random attack (7) 
9 Keen softly, having time in place of 
burial (5) 
10 Wonderful sex I quite spoiled (9) 
11 What could be Margaret 
Thatcher's order? (9) 
12 Failure of circuits announced (5) 
13 Bulls, say, in ring almost 
immediately going west (4) 
14 Run with gasps after vehicle — in 
these? (5,5) 
18 Shark pelt napper (10) 
20 A last word before English recess 


(4) 

23 Author who has been limping back 
to show himself (5) 

24 Feel bitter at being led by officer to 
front together (9) 

25 Ancient Palestinian port given new 
operation (9) 

26 College introducing ace tutor (5) 

27 At which point? At this point in 
temple (7) 

28 Maintenance of standing defensive 
tower (6) 


1 Defender has constant luck with 
hard drop behind players (9) 

2 Staff harbouring desire for South 
American capital (7) 

3 Group openly gay and good- 
looking (6) 

4 Annoyance with irrational Quebec 

5 


5 Part of frieze rightly needing 
restoration around top of 
Parthenon (8) 

6 What secures heavy artillery 
initially north of city near Kyiv (7) 

7 Topic of article on Middle English 

5 


8 Leave the beau dancing with queen 


(8) 
15 Greedy husky going after grub to 
polish off? (8) 
16 Difficult place for Labour humbug's 
source with answer for English (9) 
17 Bad defeat right round European 
league (8) 
19 Playwright again penning fairy 
story (7) 
21 Come before red tape gets out of 
hand (7) 
22 T ram not able to be released 
4-2 
23 Parrot with a key found in crop (5) 
24 Split in Conservative radical wing 
5 


FFP cases to 
be heard in 
three months 


Martyn Ziegler Chief Sports Reporter 


The Premier League has brought in 
rules to fast-track financial disciplinary 
cases after anger among clubs that a 
charge against Everton was not dealt 
with last season. 

The new regulations say that the 
process for any club charged with a 
standard financial rule breach must be 
completed within 12 weeks, including 
an appeal, so that any points deduc- 
tions apply to the season in which the 
rule breach took place. 

Only the *most exceptional cases" 
will not be covered by the new deadline 
— such as multiple alleged breaches 
over multiple years, as in Manchester 
City’s charges of 115 rule breaches in 
February. 

The rules mean any club this season 
that breaks the top flights profit and 
sustainability rules (PSR), which re- 
strict losses over three seasons to 
£105 million, will have the sanction im- 
posed before the end of the campaign. 

Last season, relegation-threatened 
clubs — including Leeds United, 
Southampton, Leicester City and Not- 
tingham Forest — failed in a bid to have 
Evertons case dealt with before the end 
of the 2022-23 season; it will go before 
the leagues independent commission 
at the end of next month. 

Howeveritwas agreed atthe Premier 
League’s summer meeting in June that 
a 12-week deadline should be imposed 
for the future. 

Itis not known yet if any other clubs 
apart from Everton could be in breach 
of the financial rules for this season, but 
football finance experts believe 
Chelsea and Manchester United could 
be sailing close to the wind. 

The new rules are contained in the 
Premier Leagues 2023-24 handbook 
which states that they "provide certain- 
ty for the league, its member clubs and 
other stakeholders as to the member- 
ship of the league in the subsequent 
season.” The league has also agreed 
Continued on page 65 
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Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390. 


Newspapers 
support recycling 


The recycled paper content of 
UK newspapers in 2020 was 67% 
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~The inside story of the making È 
of the new Stones album 


Exclusive interview by Will Hodgkinson 
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I will fix crumbling 
Britain (not a Changing 
Rooms bodge job) 


Deborah Ross 


he crumbling 
' schools, what do 
we think? Do we 
think they would 
have to bea 
metaphor for the 
collapse of 
— absolutely 
everything at a time when even 
Rod Stewart has to fix his own 
potholes? Elton John we don't 
know about, but who is to say he's 
not up a ladder this minute fixing 
a streetlight that hasn't worked 
for two years? I do hope, pray 
that David is holding the 
ladder steady. (Tom 
Jones is safe. He in his 
recliner attempting to 
get through to his GP. 
It is where he’s been 
all week.) 

Even those 
newspapers that have 
tried hard, so hard, 
to support this 
government are talking 
about “total chaos” 
and using words like 
“disaster” while our 
infrastructure is 
getting it in the neck 
through, it insists, no fault of its 
own. Our infrastructure says: 
“Does anyone say f***ing good 
job because everyone else has sat 
on their arse and done nothing?” 
It adds: “Why aren't my talents 
appreciated? Do you think I 
wouldn't have come back from 
Spain? Eventually?” It concluded 
decisively with: “I deserve to be 
showered in praise. Even when I 
don't deserve it.” 

All this put me in mind of 
Screaming Lord Sutch’s Monster 
Raving Loony Party and one of 
their manifestos that called for 
Britain to be closed for a period so 
it could be “renovated and 
redecorated”. Stop everything. Fix 
stuff. Properly. Not a bodge job, 


not like Changing Rooms where 
the shelf will have fallen off the i 
wall by this time next week. ! 
(Thats what we are asa country, | 
Changing Rooms?) While Britain | 
is closed I propose we do the 
following: i 
@ No dividends or bonuses for l 
water company shareholders and i 
bosses until the illegal discharges | 
stop. The money must go into 
rebuilding the system. If they l 
persist, they will have to be | 
dispatched to prison because i 
isn't that what happens if you | 
repeatedly break the law? 

| 

| 


Isn't that the way it works? 

With crime? We won't make a 
show of them. They will only 
have to sit in the stocks in every 
town square and be pelted with 
raw sewage before being loaded 
into the prison van. Our 
infrastructure, I should add, 
refuses to take the blame for this: 
"Tve told them: I'm here, I’m 
ready, I’m willing, I’m leaking 
and bursting and discharging like 
mad to get your attention, throw 
money at me. It’s not for want 

of trying.” 

@ For every private patient seen 
by a doctor that doctor must see 
an NHS one. There will be one 
waiting at every hole on the golf 


course at the weekends, six in 
the club shop, and one in each 
golf shoe. 
@ Instead of building new homes 
and further polluting rivers we 
will be releasing existing housing 
stock and setting it free. Free! 
Free as a bird! We will accomplish 
this by banning foreign 
ownership. Canada introduced 
this law this year to make 
property more affordable. It’s not 
xenophobia. It’s about the number 
of properties purchased as 
investments or as a means of 
parking “dark money”. No one 
lives in them. (In Denmark, 
you have to prove 
-a property will 
| beyour main 
residence until you 
are allowed to buy 
it) Alternatively, I 
suppose, people 
could just live in the 
potholes? There's 
one on our road so 
deep that it turns 
12 cyclists a day into 
something like 
Picasso’s Guernica. It 
would be safer if a 
family moved in, 
because they would almost 
certainly want to put a lid on it. 
Two birds, one stone? 
@ For every minute HMRC 
doesn't pick up the phone you pay 
10 per cent less tax. After ten 
minutes you will pay 100 per cent 
less tax. You may worry that if we 
all pay 100 per cent less tax, as 
seems likely, where will the 
government find the money to 
buy beds for the Nightingale 
hospitals at £2,500 a go, which 
will then be quietly sold at £6 a go 
without being used. Where? 
Finally, remember: when 
Britain reopens there will be a big 
ceremony. And you will be able to 
get there by train. 


Disney+. I suppose 


! beautiful at all. I 


plain face. She did it in 


aes 
Axe the 
beautiful 
actresses 


There’s a new true 
crime drama, Love & 
Death, starting tonight 
on ITVX, whatever that 
is. It’s the story of 
Candy Montgomery, 
the Texas housewife 
who in 1980 was 
arrested for axe- 
murdering her friend 
Betty Gore. This same 
story was also told last 
year as Candy on 


there would have to happened to look up Monster and she did it 
come a time when the the real Candy and in Tully. She put on 
world ran out of made- , she’s ordinary-looking, , weight for the roles and 
up stories. It’s not as if like 99.9 per cent of us. : went all “dowdy” and 
you can simply pluck Why do beautiful was lauded as “brave”. 


them from the air. 

But it’s the casting 
that’s of interest. 
Elizabeth Olsen plays 
Candy in Love & Death 
while Jessica Biel plays 
Candy in Candy, which 
means that, if you were 
hoping for a Candy- 
filled sentence today, 
your dream has come 
true. It also means that 
two very beautiful 
women have been cast 
as a woman who wasn't 


actresses get all the 
roles? Are non- 
beautiful actresses cast 
in beautiful parts, just 
to make it fair? Or are 
they too busy playing 
the kooky best friend 
we are not invited to 
care about? 

There have been 
discussions about 
“black face” and “Jew 
face” but what about 
“plain face”? Charlize 
Theron is always doing 


Heck, I go about 
dowdy all day every day 
and have never had 
anyone say: “Well done 
you. Here’s an Oscar.” 
To be fair, Biel does 
wear a terrible wig for 
her Candy — it’s 
somewhere between 
Estelle Getty in Golden 
Girls and Deirdre from 
Coronation Street, the 
perming years — but 
you know what? I could 
still tell. 


The tech bro 


He hates wokeism, says climate change is 


a hoax, and is gaining in the race to be 


Republican nominee. Janice Turner on 


the rise and rise of Vivek Ramaswamy 


t the first Republican 
primary debate, 
Chris Christie 
delivered a stinging 
burn to his rival 
Vivek Ramaswamy. 
“Tve had enough 
already tonight,” 
said the former New Jersey governor, 
“of a guy who sounds like ChatGPT.” 

Indeed this curious political 
outsider, now polling third in the race 
and closing in on the Florida governor, 
Ron DeSantis, for second, is what 
would happen if you fed an AI bot the 
instruction “turn Donald Trump into a 
tech bro”. 

At just 38, Ramaswamy is in many 
ways a typical millennial: a strict 
vegetarian, he favours a uniform of 
black T-shirts and sneakers, loves 
hip-hop — at college rapping Eminem 
covers under the name Da Vek — and 
once took a stand-up comedy course. 
He’s a graduate of both Harvard and 
Yale Law School, has published several 
zeitgeisty “big ideas” books, and 
speaks in the smooth, superficially 
plausible style of a Silicon Valley 
mogul delivering a keynote at Davos. 

Yet most of his ideas aren’t even 
Trump lite, they’re Trump extra 
strength. Ramaswamy wants a “second 
American Revolution’, pledging to 
abolish the Department of Education, 
the FBI and the IRS (the US tax 


collection service), indeed every triple- 
letter federal body, to reduce jobs in 
Washington by 75 per cent. He'd strip 
the franchise from under-25s unless 
they pass a civics exam. He believes 
fossil fuels are essential to revive the 
US economy, and would free 
companies to drill, mine and frack. 
Ramaswamy is young, born of 
Indian immigrant parents and toothily 
clean-cut, while Trump is 77, scion of 
a wealthy white dynasty, with an 
inflammatory, down-and-dirty style. 


He believes fossil 
fuels are key to 
reviving the 

US economy 


But Ramaswamy made a fortune 
(estimated by Forbes as $950 million) 
creating Roivant Sciences, a company 
that bought up patents of drugs that 
pharmaceutical firms had abandoned 
before launch, then developed and 
brought them to market. Now he 
seeks to repackage Trump’s ideas 

and sell them to a new generation, 
minus the multi-indicted ex-president: 
Maga 2.0. And he has piqued 
America’s interest, with his name 
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who would out-Irump Irump 


WASHINGTON POST/GETTY IMAGES; VIVEK RAMASWAMY/INSTAGRAM 


Ramaswamy ’s favourite 
Democrat, Bernie Sanders, 
still sees America’s main 
problem as undertaxed 
plutocrats, but Ramaswamy 
— unsurprising given his 
fortune — is cool with 
the super-rich and instead 
is gunning for “woke” 
values themselves. A lost 
generation, he argues, is 
filling the God-shaped hole in 
its soul with “wokeism”, 

especially “transgenderism” 
and “climatism”, leaving 
young people anxious and 
depressed, while America 
becomes ever more fractious 
and divided. 

His leadership bid is founded 
upon his “ten truths”, 
apparently scribbled down 
in 15 minutes. These are: “God is real. 
There are two genders. Human 
flourishing requires fossil fuels. 
Reverse racism is racism. An open 
border is no border. Parents determine 
the education of their children. The 
nuclear family is the greatest form of 
governance known to mankind. 
Capitalism lifts people up from 
poverty. There are three branches of 
US government, not four. [He means 
“woke corporations"] The US 
constitution is the strongest guarantor 
of freedoms in history.” 


the most searched after the 
debate. Republicans are asking: 
who is this guy? 

I interviewed Ramaswamy in 
2021 for the launch of his first 
book, Woke, Inc, a New York 
Times bestseller and 
a key rightwing culture war text. 
Yet I was struck by how many 
on the left would agree with his 
analysis of how irresponsible 
banks escaped justice after the 
2008 crash. Ramaswamy notes 
that while Occupy Wall Street 
and the “old left” were calling 
for economic reparations, the 
financial sector slyly seized a 
cheaper way to be the good 
guys: identity politics. 

“You applaud diversity and 
inclusion,” he told me, “you 
put some token minorities on your 
boards, you muse about the racially 
disparate impact of climate change, 
you donate to a fashionable charity, 
which is tax deductible and makes 
better PR than paying the 
government.” Likewise Silicon Valley, 
he argues, silenced demands to break 
up its powerful global monopolies by 
supporting Black Lives Matter or 
LGBT rights, leading to tech firms 
censoring opposing views, most 
famously when Twitter under Jack 
Dorsey banned Trump. (Until Elon 
Musk reinstated him.) 


| Vivek Ramaswamy. 
| Top: with his wife, 

! Apoorva, and their 
| sons. Top left: rapping 
| to Eminem at the Iowa 


' State Fair last month 


His fourth “truth” is intriguing from 
someone who has experienced racism, 
after 9/11 being singled out for 
questioning as he boarded a flight to 
Israel. “T didn't chafe at that, though,” 
he has said, “because, honestly, in 
some ways it was data-driven. There 
was no animus.” Ramaswamy will 
abolish affirmative action: he preaches 
meritocracy and rails against critical 
race theory for casting black people as 
inevitable victims. (His second book is 
titled Nation of Victims.) 

Ramaswamys foreign policy is pure 
America First isolationism: he believes 
the Ukraine-Russia war is just two 
thugs sorting out their differences and 
would broker a peace deal with 
Vladimir Putin where Russia would 
retain most occupied territory. 
American support for Volodymyr 
Zelensky, he says, has driven Russia 
into closer military alliance with the 
US's true enemy, China. (Foreign 
policy experts point out no such 
alliance exists.) Yet Ramaswamy says 
he would only defend Taiwan against 
Chinese invasion until 2028, when 
he expects American industry to be 
self-sufficient in the semiconductors it 
presently sources from Taiwan. 

He would deploy the military 

against migrants on America’s 

southern border and allow only 

“merit-based” immigration. 
Ramaswamy grew up in Cincinnati, 


Ohio, with Hindu parents from 
Kerala — his mother was a geriatric 
psychiatrist; his father an engineer — 
and was an all-round overachiever. He 
is an accomplished pianist and was a 
nationally ranked tennis player, 
besides excelling at his private Jesuit 
academy, where his parents sent him 
after he was thrown downstairs in a 
fight at his state school. As a child, 
he'd return every summer to his 
family’s village “with no AC in 
90-degree heat and a squat toilet", 
which, he told me, moulded his 
character: ^I could not more resolutely 
reject the idea that somebody's 
financial worth has anything to do 
with their moral values." 

He met his wife, Apoorva, a doctor, 
at Yale and, having barely voted 
throughout his twenties, it was the 


He thinks the war 
is just two thugs 
sorting out their 
differences 


birth of their first son, now three, 
which prompted his political 
awakening. On paper, his background 
makes him a natural Democrat, and 
even before his presidential run, 

he told me close relatives were 
snubbing him at family gatherings in 
disgust at his Trump-voting views. But 
he also reminds me of highly 
ambitious Tories of African heritage, 
like Kemi Badenoch or Kwasi 
Kwarteng, who reject the notion of 
"systemic racism". 

US commentators say Ramaswamy, 
on 10 per cent, has no route to beating 
Trump, who is on 45 per cent, for the 
Republican nomination, that he's a 
product of “bored journalist 
syndrome", a media mayfly like the 
neurosurgeon Ben Carson, who shone 
briefly in the 2015 primaries. But 
Ramaswamy believes he can take 
votes from Trump loyalists who 
struggle with the ex-president's 
character flaws and alleged crimes. 

On the storming of the Capitol on 
January 6, Ramaswamy tries to play 
both sides: condemning an assault on 
democracy while alluding to a 
mysterious deeper "truth" about what 
really happened. The election wasn't 
stolen, he says, but “media 
suppression" of stories about Hunter 
Biden’s stolen laptop swung the result. 
Trumps indictments were "politically 
motivated" and he would pardon him 
if elected president. 

In Silicon Valley terms, Trump is the 
disrupter, the creative destroyer — 
"theres a version of that in Hindu 
culture" — while Ramaswamy is the 
rebuilder. He insists he'd refuse to be 
Trumps vice-presidential running 
mate but many believe he would seize 
the chance. Meanwhile, Trump calls 
him a "smart young guy". A 
Republican who can articulate a 
widespread exasperation and 
weariness with the left's divisive 
identity politics is poison for the 
Democrats — especially when his skin 
is brown and he’s not yet 40. 
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Its like pushing 
a boulder up a 
hill, making a 
Stones album 


Mick Jagger, Keith Richards and Ronnie Wood 


talk to 


about how they made 


Hackney Diamonds, their best record in 45 years 


ick and Bianca 


getting hitched in 


St Tropez ... Keef 

renting a villa of 

legendary 

decadence on the 

Cóte d'Azur ... 

the Rolling 
Stones in Hackney? Of all the 
glamorous places associated with the 
greatest rock'n'roll band in the world, 
a London neighbourhood once 
notorious for being the poorest 
borough in Britain is not one of them. 
Yet here, on a sunny Wednesday 
afternoon, are Mick Jagger, Keith 
Richards and Ronnie Wood at the 
Hackney Empire, down the road from 
the Britannia fish and chip shop and 
the local branch of Cash Converters. 
They are present to talk with the 
American chat show host Jimmy 
Fallon before the world's media about 
their first album of original material 
since 2005: Hackney Diamonds. 

“What's the secret to a happy 
marriage?" Fallon asks. It's a fair 
question given the Stones only have 
nine years to go before they have 
survived longer than the Soviet Union. 

"Not speaking to each other too 
often," Jagger replies. That gets a 
laugh out of Wood to his right and 
Richards to his left. All of them are 
black-clad, stick-thin and raven- 
haired, really not looking like men 
who were born around the time of the 
Second World War. 

"Our first press conference was at a 
pub in Denmark Street with two 
journalists, one from the NME and 
one from Melody Maker,” Jagger 
remembers. "We bought them a pint 
of beer. The reviews were mixed." 

Over the past few weeks I have also 
had the chance to speak to Jagger, 
Richards and Wood about Hackney 
Diamonds. "I've been googling you, as 
you do,” says Jagger, a cheerful figure 
at the centre of a large sofa, at the 
other end of a Zoom call from his 
house in France. Then he reveals, in a 
manner that suggests he doesn't take 
himself or the Rolling Stones too 
seriously, that Hackney Diamonds was 
not an easy album to make. 

“I did start thinking this was never 


Ronnie Wood, Mick 
Jagger and Keith 
Richards. Opposite 
page: the covers of 
Hackney Diamonds 
and 1978's Some Girls; 
the band on the set 

of the music video 
shoot for Respectable, 
from Some Girls 


It is 
controlled 
madness. 
Mick is the 
controller 
and I’m the 
madness 
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going to happen,” he says. “I didn't 
want to make an album that was just 


an assembly of what we had done over 


the past five years, which would mean 
three good tracks, five OK, three 
mediocre. And to be perfectly honest, 
I thought that was where we were 
heading. It is like pushing a boulder up 
a hill, making an album with the 
Rolling Stones.” 

“We were lazy!” he claims at the 
press conference when asked why the 
album has been such a long time 
coming. The real problem, though, has 
been a lack of deadlines. Work on the 
album began with the band’s regular 
producer Don Was, but according to 
Jagger, "No one was going: “Where's 
our f***ing album?’ In the old- 
fashioned world of deadlines you had 
to finish, say, Exile on Main Street 
because you were on tour in May and 
you didn’t go on tour without the 
album. Then you did go on tour 
without the album ... and nobody 
seemed to care!” 

I have been lucky enough to hear 
the whole of Hackney Diamonds. And 
although the plan was to crush me to 
death by a giant tongue logo should I 
announce to the world the song titles 


or the guests popping up throughout, 
in the event the Stones revealed the 
lot themselves in Hackney. All the 
remaining original Stones reunited on 
atrack recorded in 2019, with Charlie 
Watts, who died in 2021, and Bill 
Wyman contributing to Live by the 
Sword. Paul McCartney has already 
been confirmed as playing bass on one 
track, while Richards sings a 
lamenting slow number called Tell Me 
Straight. All are originals but one: 
Rolling Stone Blues, the Muddy Waters 
classic that gave the band their name 
but which, funnily enough, they have 
never covered before. 

Jagger has written a song called 
Dreamy Skies about getting away from 
it all, while Stevie Wonder and Lady 
Gaga make appearances on Sweet 
Sounds of Heaven, a gospel-infused 
future classic. The Stones were 
recording at Henson studios in Los 
Angeles and, as Mick puts it, “I was 
singing away when I looked down to 
see a woman at my feet and went, ‘Oh, 
its Lady Gaga.” 

Sweet Sounds is a highlight of an 
album that is unquestionably the 
Stones’ best since 19785 Some Girls. 
Variously poignant, irreverent, 
anarchic, and even quite spiritual on 
that track — although as Richards 
says to Jagger at the Hackney Empire, 
"You've never been to church in your 
life" — it touches on all the aspects we 
love about the band, glued together by 
the rambunctious energy they have 
made their own since the early Sixties. 
The first single, Angry, is driven by a 
riff similar to the one in Start Me Up 
and accompanied by a video of the 
White Lotus actress Sydney Sweeney 
driving down LAS Sunset Strip in a 
convertible as various versions of 


Jagger, Richards, Wood and Wyman 
pop up on billboards and Jagger asks 
why everyone is so angry with him. It 
is classic Stones: simple, exciting, a 
little ridiculous, imbued with that 
magical, almost innocent quality 

that makes the world seem like a 
better place. 

Jagger's answer to the problem of 
making a great Stones album in 2023 
was to erase any overthinking by going 
in fast. The Stones had tried a similar 
approach on Some Girls, which was 
recorded in the space of a few weeks at 
EMIS Pathé Marconi studio in Paris. 
Now, after knocking a few songs into 
shape with Richards, the pianist Matt 
Clifford and the drummer Steve 
Jordan at GeeJam studios in Jamaica, 
Jagger arranged for Andrew Watt, an 
enthusiastic 32-year-old producer with 
a love of classic rock and credits on 
recent Iggy Pop and Ozzy Osbourne 
albums, to come down to some 
sessions at Electric Lady studios in 
New York to see if the other band 
members could handle his unique 
energy. From there, the Stones and 
their cohorts cut the bulk of the album 
at Henson in LA and Sanctuary 
studios in the Bahamas, mostly in the 
space of a month at the start of 2023. 
You certainly feel it was the singer who 
was pushing the whole thing along. 

“Mick is a great one for pushing,” 
confirms Richards, who seems like a 
great one for holding back, even down 
to the tempo of the song. "Mick says, 
‘Tt goes like this, I say, ‘No, it goes a bit 
slower, but honestly, you play it by 
f***ing ear. If it feels right then it is 
right. Making an album with the 
Stones is controlled madness. Mick is 
the controller and I’m the madness.” 

Richards is at his house in 
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Connecticut, where a library 
room seems to be 
increasingly providing one of 
rock’s greatest dissolutes 
with all the stimulation he 
needs. He's even given up 
smoking. “That is Mick’s 
whole thing: let's do it,” he 
says of Jagger’s legendary 
drive. “In this instance it was 
the right time to put the boot 
behind us and get going.” 

Jagger has never done a 
memoir, he still dances about 
the world’s stages at 80, and 
when I ask him about the 
Stones’ original manager, 
Andrew Loog Oldham, 
forcing him and Richards into writing 
original material in the mid-Sixties he 
dismisses the question by saying, “It 
was quite a long time ago that he did 
that!” In other words, he isn't one for 
looking back. 

“You've noticed, then,” Richards 
says. “I live with it.” And although 


Hackney Diamonds does sound 
like a summation of all the 
things that make the Stones 
great, Jagger was clearly 


to the modern age, not least 
when Watt wanted to capture a 
similar quality to Let It Bleed, 
Exile on Main Street, Sticky 
Fingers — those classics from 
the band’s Sixties/Seventies 
imperial phase. 

“T had to say, ‘Andy, we're 
not trying to make Sticky 
Fingers again here,” Jagger 
says. “Producers love 
references. Andy would ask 
Keith to do his famous intros 

and my attitude was: a few is OK. 
More than a few is not OK. You don't 
want to go, ‘Oh, Ronnie’s playing the 
same old guitar part again. We wanted 
it to sound like it was recorded now. 
Producers want it to sound like it was 
recorded some other time and some 
other place.” 


Hackney Diamonds is 
released on October 20 
on Polydor Records 
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determined that it would belong | 
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According to Wood, Jagger 
also wanted high-energy dance 
numbers on Hackney Diamonds, to 
Richards’ dismay. At least one, 
however, made it on. “I would say to 
Keith, ‘Come on, you've got to let him 
dance. Eventually he went, ‘Oh, all 
right, then.” 

There was the challenge of getting 
everyone match-fit, not least because 
the plan was to record the album as 
live as possible and with a minimum 
of overdubs. Surely two huge world 
tours from 2018 to 2022, with a break 
for a global pandemic in the middle, 
must have helped. “You’d be 
surprised by how rusty you get, very 
quickly indeed,” Jagger counters. 
“You've got to practise all the time or 
you lose the vocal high notes and the 
finger dexterity. In the studio you 
must learn new parts, do them, and 
have the strength and ability to do 
multiple takes.” 

Or, as Richards puts it: “The Stones 
do work hard ... when we work.” 


They also had to make an album for 
the first time without Watts, to whom 
Hackney Diamonds forms something of 
a tribute. Watts recommended Jordan 
as his replacement on tour when he 
was too ill to continue, and Richards 
had been working with the drummer 
on solo material since the early 
Eighties, so Jordan, a great drummer 
but with a harder, more on-the-beat 
style than Watts, was in. 

“At one point I thought: without 
Charlie Watts, forget about it,” 
Richards says. “But it is funny how 
things grow. Steve knows the stuff 
and he is seamless, beautiful. He is 
sympathetic and he knows how 
we play.” 


I'm still the new 
boy. I wake up 
and think, “Wow, 
I’m in the Stones!’ 


“Steve and I talk a lot about this,” 
Jagger adds. “I will have done a song 
with Charlie a hundred million times, 
so I don't want Steve to put in a lot of 
fills that Charlie would never do. 
Charlie had a subtlety, a swing or a 
swerve, and Steve must be that person, 
to some extent. He is doing half of 
what he thinks Charlie did, adding 
something and making it relevant to 
now. As a performer and singer, your 
relationship with the drummer is 
super important. I realised that from 
watching James Brown.” 

After the interviews, after the 
launch for Hackney Diamonds — the 
album is named after London slang for 
shattered windscreens — I realise the 
Rolling Stones still have a remarkable 
desire to keep pushing with the kind of 
music they first got involved in over 
six decades previously. 

"I'm still the new boy at 76,” 

Wood declares in the tone of a man 
who cannot believe his luck. “I wake 
up and think: “Wow. I'm in the Rolling 
Stones.” 

“Don't worry about it! Just play 
it. You might like it when you get 
there. That's psychology,” Jagger 
says of his approach to keeping the 
band — and the new album — alive. 
And when I ask Richards about the 
part the Rolling Stones continue 
to play in rock'nroll history, he 
becomes rather reflective, a touch 
maudlin even. 

“I can only say that timing had a lot 
to do with it,” Richards says. “In the 
very early Sixties we were ready for 
something else but we didn't know 
what it was, and that was a 
generational thing. There was no 
calculation. There was no possible way 
of saying, ‘We want that bunch of guys 
in Liverpool and that bunch of guys in 
London, because we were all the most 
unlikely people to put your money on. 
I’m still in awe of what happened in 
those years. We were on a wave, we 
felt we were on top of it, and part of a 
global re-examination of what was 
going on. Not that it worked out good 
in the long run because shit ain't that 
easy, but we were part of something in 
the Sixties and Seventies. Then you 
get old.” 

The Sixties and Seventies were a 
long time ago. As the Hackney launch 
proved, the Stones are as big a deal as 
ever. What is their secret? 

“Hey, whatever it is,” Richards 
concludes, “bottle it, baby.” 
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Gwyneth, step- parenting and me 


GWYNETH PALTROW/INSTAGRAN; REX SHUTTERSTOCK 


that, you know, the message would 
sort of somehow rub off. Famously I 
once grounded my eldest daughter for 
a month for taking vodka to a party. 
Her elder stepsister had procured it for 
her but I let her off with a tentative 
“That was quite naughty”. 
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Being my ‘full 
self” with my 
stepchildren 
proved difficult 


The actress says 
blending families 
is hard. I know 
— I made every 
mistake says 
Michael Odell 


very time I see a Harry 
Potter film I want to put 
aparental warning on it. 
“Some scenes will cause 
distress to children if 
they think life is really 
like this,” it would say. 
Because Harry, 
Hermione and chums messing about 
at Hogwarts was the inspiration for 
my children and my wife's children 
deciding they wanted us to become a 
blended family. My wife brought two 
children to the table, I brought three 
and this all happened when they were ' Gwyneth Paltrow, right, and with her husband, Brad Falchuk, and 
still young enough to think it would all ; their children, pictured in June 2018, above. Below: Michael Odell 
be terrific fun. ] 


As a result I ended up running a 
sort of penal colony with limited 
spectator access. My two stepchildren 
would watch in utter bafflement as I 
shouted at my own kids for not 
cleaning out their lunchboxes properly 
or for calling me a stupid old man. 

Even kindness could be a minefield. 
When you become a 
step-parent you inevitably set about 
trying to build trust with your new 
charges. As a dad, that means offering 


e 


No one told them — and I surely | in fact, all of the existing media | Step-parent. In September 2022, lifts or leftover pizza slices and 
should have consulted the charts and ı around what a stepmother is casts us | during a conversation with her anything else you think will build 
factored this in — that when puberty | in this evil, villainous light. It's kind of ! husband Brad Falchuk on the bridges. Of course that upset the 
comes along midnight feasts and | like trying to avoid landmines. Youre | Goop podcast, she doled out normal "nice guy" economy whereby 
wizard pranks no longer have the ! going into a family with dynamics, and | some advice: “From day one, if my own children asked for a lift I 
same appeal. | theres all kinds of fear around loss ! really treat them as your kid. would say, “Heard of buses?" and if 

My children were aged between 10 ! and what does this person Meaning, don't have they ate leftover pizza they'd receive a 
and 15 when we all moved in together. ; mean. But you know for trepidation because | long lecture on ultra-processed foods. 
My wife's were 15 and 16. Pretty soon | myself, the minute they're not yours Paltrow's solution is bang-on: 
there were furious rows about who ! I decided and fully and you don't have forget trying to tailor your parenting 
had the biggest bedroom or the | embodied the idea jurisdiction. It’s like, along blood lines, you just have to 


biggest avocado or the biggest party. | that my step-kids 


no, be your full self 


treat them all as your own. And 


this. Nobody tells us what to do. And | has shared her views on being a | harder on my own children and hope 


LI 

LI 

LI 

Gwyneth Paltrow is wrong about so , were my kids and as a parent.” l don't try to be too clever or expect a 

many things but she is right on this | I loved them just Le In the midst of the | Strictly-style scorecard reading “10” 
subject: during a recent Instagram | as much, and I gave Hj hormonal frenzy in every time you do an airport pick-up 
Q&A she said that there are no rules | them the same our house, being my  ! or give up Michael Portillo's Great 
and little previous useful advice for ! rules and boundaries » "full self” with my British Railway Journeys so they can 
those becoming step-parents. The | and just kind of C pa p stepchildren proved [ watch Emily in Paris either. In fact you 
actress was asked: "Do you find it ! wholeheartedly went for i RN \ difficult. I found ! won't know it's working until one day, 
hard sometimes to be a bonus (step) | it, the easier the whole » disciplining kids born of i when youre all sitting around the 
mom?” “I did find it really hard at i thing got.” ! another’s loins all but impossible. If | dinner table, a stepchild will say: 
first,” she said. “There’s no book on ! This isn't the first time Paltrow ' anything, my solution was to go in ' “Hey, go easy or stepfather won't have 

LI 


any parsnips.” 


EIGHT DAYS FROM 


* Relax in unspoiled wilderness 
£2,449 KL P 
Betperson lÉ the heart of Oulanka National HIGHLIGHTS 


Price Includes 


Flights Included 


Park sits Basecamp Oulanka, a 
self-sustained complex of 


All transport and listed 


pendere sake v Enjoy a host of winter activities EI ee 


£100 with 


thecode in magical surroundings 


TIMES100: AN! We wooden buildings overlooking ZÈ : All accommodation 
Juuma Lake. From here, you can Stay in fantastic lodge 
enjoy a variety of winter activities accommodation All breakfasts, five lunches 
l a ' : and seven dinners 
exploring one of the most sparsely v Experience an evening 
populated areas in Europe by snowshoeing under the Local tour leaders throughout 
snowshoe, ski and dogsled. Northern Lights 


Carving your own path through Y All specialist equipment 
the snow-caked forests of Finland, 


you couldn't feel more removed 
from the hustle of city life. So get Q 
i i back to nature this winter and head 
e e M " to Basecamp. 
Finnish : pss pa at un of ame m a e are based m two an a uisu room. aide spine from £370. CALL TO DAY Oo N 
itional dates may be available, please call for details. Offer subject to availability and prices may fluctuate. Prices are correct 
0808 304 2776 


at time of publication, and subject to confirmation at time of booking. ^Save £100pp when booking through Times Travel - quote 
e TIMES100 at time of booking, included in the price above. This offer is not combinable with any other offers, including Loyalty 
1 erness ee Discounts.Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Exodus Travels, ABTA YO751, ATOL 25825, a company wholly thetimes.co.uk/ex-finland 
independent of News UK. 
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othing disperses a 
crowd, stops traffic, 
creates chaos and 
induces absolute 
panic quite like the 
flash of a 10in blade. 
I saw this for 
myself, in full effect, 
at close quarters and in broad daylight. 
Just a few days ago. The man, having 
been chased by me for 100 yards, 
suddenly stopping to bend over and 
release himself from his rucksack 
straps, then unsheathing it from its 
place in the backpack in one swift 
motion: a sword from its grubby, 
synthetic scabbard. 

Knife in fist now, its handle black 
and waxy, provenance probably 
culinary, the metal triangular and 
pointed and glinting in the afternoon 
sun, he waves it high in the air with an 
apparently practised menace. He is 
20ft away. 

On the tree-lined street close to 
Paddington station in London, cars 
come screeching to a halt, pedestrians 
scatter in all directions. The man — 
what? 35, 40 years old? Hooded and 
wild-eyed — brings the knife up to 
chin height and waves it in the air. 
Then, direct eye contact. He jabs it. In 
my direction. Right at me. A few 
threatening staccato steps forward, 
feigning his evil intent. Any closer and 
he is going to cut me. Freeze frame. 
Dolly zoom. Psycho shower stab 
soundtrack. Total terror. 

I recoil, backing off, sight unseen, 
into the busy traffic, almost getting 
knocked down by a taxi... which slams 
on its brakes, the driver shouting, “Get 
in!” from behind his wheel. In a movie 
now, I climb in, and we give chase 
again, London cabbie knowledge 
versus maniacal running man, down 
Bishops Bridge Road, a smart, 
mothership of a Waitrose on one side, 
the Hatfield council estate on the 
other. The man disappears into the 
warren of garden areas, parking lots 
and housing blocks. We have lost him. 

"Thing is, mate;" my cab driver 
offers sagely, “what are you going to 
do if you do catch him?" Shaking now, 
somewhere between a red mist and 
the beginnings of mild PTSD, I agree 
that he has a good point. 

Ithank him profusely, get out of the 
cab right outside the Waitrose and 
stand in the middle of a road traffic 
island, doing a slow but slightly barmy 
pirouette, looking for a police car to 
flag down. The cops, normally 
omnipresent in west London, are now 
invisible and I don't see one during 20 
minutes of looking. “Never around 
when you need ’em,” a passer-by and 
incident witness says. 

I start walking, past the estate where 
my assailant is probably still hiding, to 
my parked car. I am shaking. I quicken 
my pace. I am, frankly, terrified. 

It was a random attack. I had left 
my office at 5.30pm on a late August 
afternoon, walking from Gloucester 
Terrace, just near Paddington station, 
intending to wiggle my way through 
some side streets, through Queensway 
and heading up to Notting Hill Gate. 
The W2 area is Victorian, affluent and 
grand, punctuated with leafy garden 
squares. Like much of well-to-do 
London the W2 is also a multiracial, 
socio-economic mix of wealthy and 
poor. Notting Hill Carnival had taken 
place only the day before. 

On this day a strange, hungover/ 
partied-out atmosphere pervaded. 
Barriers stacked up, streets quiet, 
recently swept of carnival-related 
detritus and street-food garbage. 


Simon Mills Hn bz 3 


I saw the 

blade. Then 
man jabbed it 
towards me... 


Simon Mills had always felt streetwise and safe in 
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London, until a man came at him with a knife 


Still, after almost 40 years of living 
in this “colourful” area (™ 1980s estate 
agent-speak) one tends to be 
streetwise every day, learning to avoid 
certain areas and certain types. 

Wary but mostly trusting and 
confrontationally averse. So, yes, the 
fellow heading straight for me — 
albeit in a bizarre zig-zag, crazy look in 
his eye, one step on the pavement, one 
on the road — was someone to be 
very definitely, widely berthed. Even 
with at least ten other pedestrians 
within a few feet of us. I strode out of 
his way, swerving purposefully, but 
also making a fatal error; I caught his 


eye, gazing directly at him for a 
moment. Did I get away with it? He 
seemed to pass by without incident. 
Then, in another split second, from 
behind and without warning, a 
massive whack on the temple. He'd 
punched me, knocking me sideways 
and off-balance with a juddering, 
sucker-punch blow. Now he was 
running away. I was shocked but also 
very f***ing furious. Something in me 
said, "I'm not going to let you get away 
with that", and I went after him, 
shouting obscenities as I sprinted. 
What a fool. Exactly what was I going 
to do if did catch him? 


Eventually, a full half-hour after the 
attack, my heartbeat slowing down, I 
called the emergency services. And 
the police kindly came, picking me up 
to retrace my steps and relive the 
drama. Mostly they were looking for 
CCTV cameras. There were none. 

"And what was your relationship 
with this man?" they asked. “Never 
seen him before in my life.” “And he 
pulled a machete on you?” “No,” I 
corrected, “a kitchen knife.” 

After a fruitless trawl, the cops 
dropped me off. Then three of them, 
in stab-proof vests, braved a look 
around the estate. They found 
nothing. I received an email the next 
day informing me that the case was 
closed. I wasn't injured just freaked out 
at the whole bizarre experience. 

In the meantime, I was reading grim 
stats about the Notting Hill Carnival; 
275 arrests across the two days, for 
offences including possession of 
offensive weapons and assaults on 
police officers. Eight people stabbed on 
the Monday alone — the day before 
my attack. Approximately 12,786 knife 
or sharp instrument offences recorded 
by the police in London in 2022/23. 
Rishi Sunak calling for police and the 
courts to be given tougher powers to 
tackle “zombie” knives and machetes. 

I spend the following few days 
reliving the madness of the hot 
moment. Quietly gulping and gasping 
to myself at the horrific happenstance 
of the situation, my dreams wild with 
much worse versions of the real 
attack. Was the punch in the head a 
provocation? To get me to give chase 
and then stab me. What was his 
motive? I was a total stranger — and 
he definitely wasn't a mugger. Did he 
have mental problems? Maybe he was 
a jihadist? Or just a thrill-seeker? Did 
he just not like the look of me? And if 
so, why? What if he’d decided to knife 
me instead of punch me first? That 
could have happened. Easily. 

And where was he now? Maybe 
having noticed the havoc he’d wreaked 
with a kitchen knife, now upping his 
blade game to a machete? After my 
attack a friend told me how his wife 
had recently been sitting on a Tube 
train when the police halted the train 
and arrested the man sitting opposite 
her. They cuffed and secured him, 
before removing a foot-long machete 
that had been hidden down the back 
of his jeans. I shivered at the thought 
of that black, powder-coated, brush- 
clearing blade and the chaos and 
violence it could have caused among 
the commuters, fear-belching a little as 
I relived my own moment once again. 

In 40 years as a Londoner, I'd never 
been frightened of walking the streets 
at any time — day or night. Perhaps 
naively, I'd always trusted my instincts 
and street smarts, presuming good 
rather than evil in people I came 
across in shops, pubs, on buses and on 
the underground. Now? I am not so 
sure. Maybe, I'll learn to evaluate my 
safety and confrontation potential 
more thoroughly in future, perhaps 
decide to cross the street that little bit 
quicker? Not make eye contact, react 
or engage and definitely not get 
involved with any kind of chase. 

I’ve just been away from work for 
a week, on an impulsive holiday, 
somewhere warm and nice and far 
away from London W2, trying to feel 
a little less freaked out. But I’ll have 
to be back in the office in a few days, 
walking the same street where I was 
thumped. As I told the police, I'd never 
seen the man before in my life. I hope 
to God I never see him again. 
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Who wants a minister for men? 


An MP says men need a champion for 


their male problems. They've certainly 


got a few, says Robert Crampton 


ick Fletcher, Tory 
MP for Don Valley, 
said on Woman's 
Hour that there 
should be a minister 


for men, just as there 


is a minister for 

women. Given the 
suggestion comes from the same chap 
who a couple of years ago linked male 
youth crime to Jodie Whittaker 
getting the Dr Who gig, it is tempting 
not to take his proposal seriously. 


It is tempting, indeed, to make fun of 


it. A Ministry for Men, eh? How about 
"Man's Hour" on Radio 4 as well? This 
week, in our regular “So, what are you 
driving these days?” slot, some bloke 
drones on about his Hyundai. After 
that, we discuss whether it’s REALLY 
best to drop down to the A235, if I 
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My worry is that 


this would end 
pas a Ministry 
for Moaning 


were you, mate, to avoid that 
bottleneck on the bypass. But first, 
let's kick off as usual with "What's 
Southgate playing at? Two holding 
midfielders against the minnows of 
San Marino? Discuss...” 

You get the idea. 

Then again: suicide (three quarters 
of the victims are men); educational 
underachievement (girls outperform 
boys, from primary school to 
university); obesity (men are fatter); 
violence (85-90 per cent of serious 
crimes are committed by men, who 


ami 
pon 
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form 95 per cent of the prison 
population); generalised nastiness 
(stalkers, trolls, yobbos, creeps etc are 
pretty much exclusively male); 
refusing to go to the GP until it’s too 
ate (a perennial problem many wives 
are familiar with, jokes about man flu 
notwithstanding); thinking Andrew 
Tate makes some good points about 
he sad decline of traditional 
masculinity (a surprising number of 
apparently civilised chaps are seduced 
by Tate-ish machismo)... given all 
hat, there’s no denying that problems 
specific to men, or overwhelmingly 
caused by men, or suffered by men, 
are stacking up. Maybe Fletcher is on 
o something. 

Would a dedicated Ministry for Men 
help to address some or all of these 
man-specific problems? It would be 
nice to think so, I’m all for a bit more 
nanny statism rather than less, and yet 
I’m sceptical. My worry is this new 
Whitehall edifice would swiftly turn 
into the saloon bar of the Dog and 
Duck just before last orders. 

Not so much a Ministry for Men, 
more a Ministry for Moaning. Not so 
much laser-focused problem-solving, 
more generalised whingeing about the 
missus. Maybe the motto could be 
“Women, eh? Huh: can't live with 'em, 
cant live without 'em. One for the 
road?" If you couldn't fit that on the 
headed notepaper, then perhaps 
“Women, eh?” would do the trick. 

Because if you scratch many of 
these men who say "but what about 
prostate cancer/homelessness/ 
suicide?", often it isn't long before 
you're hearing how "bloody females" 
are taking over the world. And 
enduring stale so-called jokes about 
women drivers. And how “now they're 
even muscling in on our football..." 


on, eh? Hah hah?" and how "spin 
doctors and the woke brigade" are 
ruining politics. 


departments (DfE, Home Office, 


etc. After which, it's a relief to get back ' Robert Crampton and 
to "if this is global warming, bring it 


The evidence of specific malaises 
affecting men has been around long 
enough that you would hope teams of 
civil servants in the existing relevant 


' Esther Walker 


Health) would be working on solutions 
already. I'm not sure putting them all 
together in one building would 
guarantee swifter progress. 

It would risk sanctioning the notion 
(in my view absurd yet increasingly 
prevalent, not just among old pub 
bores and weirdo incels but many 
normal youngsters as well) that in the 
modern world men are somehow 
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TIMES Travel Offers 


NORWAY: HOLIDAY IN TROMSO AND THE 


Northern Lights Holiday 


Departures | December 2023 to February 2024 


FOUR DAYS FROM 


£1,725 | 


per person searches on both land and at sea 


xperience a city break with a 
Eee as you enjoy Tromsg's 

cosmopolitan centre as well as its 
captivating natural surroundings - the 
perfect spot to search the skies for the 
Northern Lights. To maximise your 
chances of seeing this phenomenon, we've 
teamed up with Aurora Travel Experts and 
Northern Lights holiday specialists, The 
Aurora Zone to create this exclusive 
itinerary. 


During this three-night stay, you'll sail 
between dramatic fjords and search for 
Arctic wildlife during a guided sightseeing 
cruise, before taking to the seas under the 
dark night sky as you go Aurora hunting 


You'll also spend an evening in the 
company of the indigenous Sámi people at 


from News UK. Image Credit Ole C Salomonsen. 


ABTA 


Travel with confidence 


Our Trusted 
Partner 


Enjoy three nights in Tromsø, ‘Capital of the Arctic’, and experience 
captivating fjords, spectacular winter scenery and Northern Lights 


a local reindeer farm. Here, you'll enjoy 
traditional food, listen to stories about life 
in the north and get to meet and feed the 
all-important reindeer. The farm is situated 
away from city lights which makes it prime 
Aurora territory - so this evening is also an 
ideal chance to keep an eye on the night 
sky for a potential display of the 
mesmerising Northern Lights. 


This carefully crafted itinerary includes 
plenty of time to experience the Arctic in 
your own way too. Whether you want to 
explore the city further or tick off a winter 
bucket list activity like a husky safari, our 
partner's Travel Experts will be happy to 
share their first-hand knowledge and help 
you to tailor this fantastic itinerary and 
make the most of your time in Tromsg. 


“Based on two sharing, please call for alternative options and dates. Subject to availability, itinerary details are subject to change. 
Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of The Aurora Zone, a company independent of News UK. The Aurora Zone, 
Maling Exchange, Hoults Yard, Walker Road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE6 1AB; ATOL 6865, ABTA Y6261., a company wholly separate 


AURORA 
ZONE 


Price Includes 


EM Return flights from London to 
Tromse and airport transfers 


E Three nights’ bed and 
breakfast standard hotel 
room accommodation at 
Clarion Hotel The Edge 


Three breakfasts and two dinners 


Guided activities including polar 
fjord cruise, reindeer camp dinner 
with Northern Lights watch and 
Northern Lights sailing 


Q 


© 


CALL TODAY ON 
0808 271 2457 
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persecuted just for being men. That 
not just women, but the system, the 
establishment, “they”, whoever, 
oppress men these days. 

When, it really shouldn't need 
repeating, we're not persecuted or 
oppressed. We still earn more than 
women for doing the same job, fail to 
pull our weight domestically and hog 
most positions of power. And if men 
are now subject to the same pressures 
and judgments about our clothes, 
behaviour and looks as women 
traditionally have been, the evidence 
of my eyes tells me most chaps didn't 
get the memo. Some men are 
discriminated against, sure. But so are 
some ugly people. In fact, ugly people 
deserve their ministry way more than 
men do, if we're looking rationally at 
redressing the shocking inequalities 
inflicted by sheer luck. 

No Ministry for Men, then. As for a 
Ministry for Boys, however, that's not 
a bad idea. Given that most of the 
problems men grow up to inflict on 
themselves and others stem from 
grievously bad advice received and 
terrible choices made during boyhood, 
the state might have a role to play in 
the early socialisation of males, 
especially if their fathers are absent. 

It wouldn't be ideal, laying on 
government lessons in acceptable 
masculinity, but it would be preferable 
to leaving the job to street gangs, 
Pornhub and preening online 
egomaniacs, as happens now. Just to 
make sure things ran smoothly, 
naturally, the new MfB would be 
staffed exclusively by women. 
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Go to the pub 
or a shed. It 
will make you 
feel better 
Esther Walker 


ood morning and 
thank you, it's a great 
honour to have been 
made the first Minister 
for Married Men. Let 
me be clear: government 
campaigns work. I mean, 
sometimes, when they're not a 
laughing stock, like *Five a Day" 
or “Maaate”. Just think, until 
quite recently no one wore a 
seatbelt or sunscreen, everyone 
smoked and drove about the place 
pissed. If we can U-turn on those 
big lifestyle issues, rejuvenating 
the nation's husbands will be a 
piece of cake. Here are my five 
essential campaigns. 


Two Pints Tuesday 

When children are very small, it's 
all hands on deck at home. No one 
gels to go for so much as a wee 
without authorisation, let alone to 
the pub for the whole evening once 
a week. But once the kids are older 
and the pressure is off, a little space 
is good for everyone. The pub used 
to be a place where men popped in 
on a weeknight just for a chat and a 
pint, and is it just me or does that 
not really happen any more? I think 
it's a shame. So I shove my husband 
out of the house every Tuesday at 
5pm for two pints (no more), with his 
best friend at the pub round the 
corner. It doesn't have to be pints of 
beer! Lime and soda will do. You 
don't have to talk about feelings, you 
don't even have to talk. But, for some 
reason, it will make you feel better. 
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| Beer counts, as 


' does that packet 
'of wine gums you 
| just consumed 


In the Shed 

UK Mens Sheds is a charity that 
supports groups of men setting up a 
“shed”, for the purpose of pottering 
about peacefully with tools, 
workbenches, bits of wood or 
whatever. The concept started in 
Australia and has spread to the UK, 
with 2,000 “sheds” worldwide 
(women are most welcome). 

“If you put 12 men in a room and 
ask them to talk about their feelings, 
six will leave and the other six will 
try to find the corners," the UK 
Mens Sheds chief officer Charlie 
Bethel said this year. “If you put a 
broken lawnmower in the room and 
ask them to fix it, at the end of a 
couple of hours, you might not get a 
fixed lawnmower, but those 12 men 


will know each other intimately — 
they'll know the names of their 
partners, children or grandchildren, 
and what ails them. Men will talk 
shoulder to shoulder, but not 
necessarily face to face." 

My campaign would take this 
concept and run with it. In fact, 
forget what I said about Two Pints 
Tuesday, this one is better. Perhaps 
turn all pubs into "sheds" (note to 
self: focus-group this). 


Beer Counts 

Women are soaked in diet culture 
from primary school onwards and, 
even if we try to hide from it, we all 
know that it all counts. Eating kids' 
leftover tea: that counts. Eating 
standing up: that counts. Eating 
when you didn't mean to: that counts. 
Eating and then forgetting what you 
ate: that counts. More than 65 per 
cent of men in the UK are obese, 
causing all manner of health issues. 
My campaign “Beer Counts" would 
let men into the secret that women 
alone seem to know, which is that 
“Beer Counts". As does that roll of 
wine gums you bought at the petrol 
station and consumed, alone, 
unblinking in the car. 


Ask Dave 

Despite efforts in mainstream 
schooling to break down such 
conformist gender barriers as 
woodwork for boys and cooking for 
girls, as soon as couples have a baby 
they are unhappily transported back 
to 1953, where she does the baby and 
he does the money and finances. 
OK, this doesn't apply to every 
couple, but it does seem to spookily 
often. Why should a woman who 
has never met a baby know 
anything about them? I certainly 
didn't — you just learn fast from 
whatever resources you can. Why 
should a man instinctively 
understand the difference between 
a tracker mortgage and an 
interest-only mortgage? Men 

can get dangerously stressed 

about this. Enter Ask Dave, a 
government-sponsored, FSA- 
approved helpline that will 

answer all financial questions, 
available to anyone. It's not that 
you don't know; you just have to 
quickly Ask Dave. 


You Live Here Too 

The You Live Here Too campaign 
will encourage couples to consult 
the YLHT calculator at 
ylht.gov.uk, which will provide 
the ultimate answer to the 
division of domestic labour. 
Couples can enter their 
individual annual income and 
other variables, such as number 
of children, pets and special skills 
(eg likes washing, hates drying) 
and receive a clear timetable of 
the division of labour. For 
example, making kids' tea daily + 
making adults' dinner daily + 
laundry daily + part-time job does 
not = doing the bins once a week + 
full-time job. Married men will 
benefit hugely from this unequivocal 
edict on What's Fair. Let domestic 
bliss reign. 
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Not big on British 
booze culture, Jonas? 


By Kate 
Maxwell 


was on a first — and, it turned out, 

last — date in a New York bar 

when the penny dropped that 

Americans just aren't all that into 

drinking. “Isn't that your third?" he 
asked when I ordered a negroni. When 
Itold him I hadn't been counting he 
mumbled something about a 6am 
SoulCycle class and left. His eyeroll, 
however, stayed with me. 

It wasn't just the restrained attitude 
to alcohol that surprised me when 
I moved to America in the late 
Noughties. On another evening, 
unable to talk because the music in 
the bar was so loud, a British friend 
and I started dancing. We'd only 
thrown a couple of shapes when a 
barman approached us. “If you don’t 
stop doing that I’ll have to throw 
you out,” he said. I thought he was 
criticising our moves until he 
pointed to a sign that said dancing 
was prohibited. 

The fun ban extended to music 
festivals too. At Coachella you drank 
alcohol in a pen, away from the stages. 
Yes, it was refreshing not to have to 
wash beer out of my hair when I went 
home, but the “drink here, listen to 
music there” rule not only did nothing 
for the atmosphere, it felt shaming too. 

The New York City Cabaret Law 
that outlawed dancing in all 
establishments without a cabaret 
licence was passed in 1926, during 
Prohibition, and eventually 
overturned in 2017. By that time I was 
back in England, cocktail in hand. 

But the prohibition vibes remain — as 
Game of Thrones star Sophie Turner 
has discovered. 
Sources 
claim that 

the singer 

Joe Jonas's 

disapproval 

of his wife's 

partying-like- 

it's-1999 antics 
are to blame for 
the breakdown 
of their 
marriage. She 
was recently 
filmed downing 
shots and £6.50 
cocktails at 
a bar in 
Birmingham. So 
far, so bang off 
trend: Turner's 
generation is 
giving up booze. 
According to 
the charity 
Drinkaware, 26 
per cent of Gen 
Z are teetotal — 
up from 20 per 
cent in the 
last decade. 

As for my 
own alcohol 
consumption, 
having lost the 
si taste for it after 
, e arosé-soaked 
I summer, I've 
| decided to abstain for the rest of 
| the year. I know I'll be far more 
! productive. My advice to Jonas? Don't 
| blame Britain’s booze culture — join 
| the writers’ strike picket line instead. 
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I was 
pulling 
shapes. 
Stop doing 
that or 

Pll have to 
throw you 
out, he said 


Joe Jonas and 
Sophie Turner 
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Your weekday brain boost 


Sudoku difficult 


Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 


puzzles to give your brain an extended workout 


Samurai medium 


Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length. 


Killer deadly 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated. 


More 
puzzles 
Pages 14-16 


Train Tracks 


Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself. 


1,3 6 7 6 5 3 


5 


-= wow ON OO O OC! NM 


Futoshiki 


Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers l to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it. 


[|] LI Leu 
BIUNLIN 


a a 5 a V ^ 
Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk [| [] |] > [| 
D : SUKO MINI 
Codeword Yesterday's solutions ogy Sow 
6 2 3|5 2|6 4|1 
(3) ,8,— [11614/51312 
Every letter in the SOME E J Alt 812.613 
crossword-style grid, 82/9 [4 1]|7[5]6 aaggggaani 9 9 Nino 
i i 1/6/5|9)2|7|8,4|3 1|6/8|7|3|2|4|9|5 2|3|6|1/5|4 
an ME n 7/4/3[6/8/5|1/2/9 5|3/4|6|9|1|7|2|8 
a number irom ton. 9/3/1|5/6/8|4|7|2 3/8/5|1/4/9|2|7/6, TRAIN TRACKS 
Each letter of the. 5/84 7|8|2|6|9|1 4|1/6|3|2/7|5|8|9 saso232353 
alphabet appears in 6|7|2|1/4|9|5|3|8 2|9|7,8|6|5|1|4|3 
the grid at least once. 2/1[6|3|5|4|9|8|7|5|2|3|6 4| 1|2|5|8|9|3|7 
Use the letters already 4|9|8]2|7|1|3|6|5|9|4|1|8|7|2]9|1|3|6|5|4 
provided to work out 3|5|7|8|9|6|2 1 4|8,6 7|9|5|3|4|7,6|8|1]2 
the identity of further 21327289519 
letters. Enter letters in 8/5/3|41'6|2/9/7 
. the main grid and the 1T1514[7]2]9|6/3]8|1/9|4|7|2/5|6]3 4|1]9|8 
Place the numbers 1 to 9 in smaller reference grid 6|9|8/3 4|5|7|2|1|3|8|5|4/6|9]7|1|8|3|2|5 
the spaces so that the until all 26 letters of 2|7/3]8 1 6]s/4/9]6 7|2[1]3/8]2|5/9|7/64 
number in each circle is the alphabet have been 5|19|27/3:864 2|9|e|4|s|3|s| 7| 1] FUTOSHIKI 
equal to the sum of the four | accounted for. Proper 3 ê 2 2 z 1 1 3 t 3 i 4 3 : 7 £ 3 3 2]«[8] m Ba 
surrounding spaces, and nouns are excluded. AGG e 4lzIalz stelle ^ 
each colour total is correct 713 6l4isielol1i2 élsiiisigizi4iai7| È P A> la] li 
8/4/1|6/9|2|3/7/5 8[73146[9|52; m m rmi. 
e e 3 1 2 4 5 
Mini vy 
S d k 4-2) [5] [1] [8 
udoku SUDOKU KILLER 
Fill in the grid so that 6 7,92|e|1,4[s|s|s| [3/1 à 
every column, every 8,54|7 9/3|2/16| |9]6 c 
row and every 3x2 61312/845147 9) [7]4 [B] 
box contains the 3 vfal7{s{elatelels} [ela E 
digits Tub 2/8/9|3|4 1|7/6|5) [83 rabo 
er 9[3|1|4|2]6|8|5 7| [2/7 
Pacers 2 4/2,6|8|5/7|3|9|1, |4:8] 
onday's Times 5|7|8|1|3|9|6|2/|4 519 
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Looking at Turner in a cryptic new light 


Carol 
Midgley 
TV review 


Decoding Turner 
Sky Arts/Now 
MAR ki 


Mel Giedroyc and Martin 
Clunes Explore Britain by 


the Book 
ITV1 
tok bode 


am terrible at those magic eye 
games where you have to spot a 
Victorian lady in a series of swirls, 
so it’s no surprise that I struggled 
to see a few of the “hidden” images 
in Decoding Turner. I expect some of 
you did too. The supposed outline of a 
wine bottle at the front of the train in 
JMW Turner's Rain, Steam, and Speed? 
Nah, not having it. Ditto a “goose’s 
head” in a plume of smoke. However, 


in The Battle of Trafalgar a “tomtit” 
bird at the prow of the ship? A bear's 
head in the white flag in The Fighting 
Temeraire (the bear apparently being 
Turner’s emblem), plus a screaming 
face pinned to the ship? Yes, I could 
see them all. 

It might be a stretch to say it 
represents the anguished, defeated 
Napoleon, as was claimed, but once 
you see it you can't unsee it. As an 
analysis of whether there is a cryptic 
extra layer of meaning in Turner's 
paintings, it wasn't always convincing 
but it was gripping. 

Dr Nicholas Wilkinson hawked his 
“sightings” of pareidolic images 
around art experts with the smooth 
patter of a door-to-door salesman 
peddling encyclopedias. Some were 
receptive to “buying”, some looked 
amusedly intrigued and others were 
openly sceptical. The artist Cornelia 
Parker was borderline scathing. “That’s 
not a credible man,” she said, peering. 
“Sorry, I’m not mocking you.” But I 
think she was, a bit. I felt sorry for him 
at that point. 

Yet Nicholas and his wife, Erica, a 
historian, were utterly convinced they 
had cracked the “Turner code”. The 
idea of that is pretty thrilling. It would 
be nice to think that in The Slave Ship, 
depicting slavers throwing people 
overboard during a storm, the large 
shape to the left depicted an angry 
Zeus with a thunderbolt. Likewise the 


Did JMW Turner leave a secret code hidden in his paintings? 


suggestion that it could represent 
Coleridge’s ancient mariner. You can 
see faces in any cloud if you look long 
enough and sometimes they did get a 
bit carried away, perhaps seeing things 
that weren't there. But did it make 
good TV? Without a doubt. 

We may not have learnt that much 
about the books in Mel Giedroyc and 
Martin Clunes Explore Britain by the 
Book, but we now know that Clunes 
calls two of his gates at home in 
Dorset “Wanker” and “Bellend”. We 
also know that Giedroyc finds Jeremy 
Irons “a little bit sinister”. “Never liked 
him,” she said mysteriously before 
moving on. Wait! Tell us more! 

It was a jolly, gentle potter around 
Dorset discussing Thomas Hardy, 
Enid Blyton and Ian McEwan’s On 
Chesil Beach, with Clunes continually 
giggling, the opposite of his character 
in Doc Martin. The pair of them are 
old friends, which is just as well given 
that during a boat trip to Durdle Door, 
Giedroyc practically vomited over the 
side of the boat. 

We only got the briefest glance at 
Hardy’s writing study, where he wrote 
Tess of the d'Urbervilles, but there was 
a nice interlude with Raynor Winn, 
who wrote The Salt Path. It’s a decent 
premise for a show. Celebrities 
travelling to the settings of books 
makes a welcome change, frankly, 
from watching them have exotic 
holidays at someone else's expense. 


Radio choice 
Ben Dowell 


BBC Proms 
Radio 3, 7pm 


| 
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i 
Prom 69 showcases one of | 
the greatest pieces of sacred | 
music, Mozart's Requiem. l 
Hannah French introduces 
the night, with Raphaél l 
Pichon, above, conducting i 
the soloists Erin Morley l 
(soprano), Beth Taylor i 
(mezzo-soprano), Laurence | 
Kilsby (tenor) and Alex ' 
Rosen (bass). Mozart's last  , 
(incomplete) masterpiece — ' 
was written towards the end | 
of 1791 and then finished by : 
his student Franz Xaver 
Süssmayr. From its moving | 
introit to the thundering 
Dies Irae to the soft i 
cadences of key parts of the | 
Confutatis, it is a soaring ' 
piece of work. The l 
programme also includes 
Mozart's only music for a i 
play, Thamos, King of Egypt. 
| 

| 

i 

| 

i 

| 

| 
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drinks green juice as 
part of a morning 


producer he mistakes 
for a fan and is told he 


Ben Dowell routine he has is being sent to a place 
chronicled in many beginning with the 
The Lovers broadsheet interviews letter “i”. He hopes it is 


Sky Atlantic/Now, 9pm 


and has a beautiful 


Islington, but it is 


Johnny celebrity girlfriend actually the land of his 
Top — Flynn’s called Frankie, played ancestors, Ireland, 
pick politics by Alice Eve. Truth be albeit the Northern bit. 

broadcaster told, the way he is Here he is set upon by 


presented can 
little heavy-hai 
especially whe 


Seamus is many 
peoples idea of the 
worst kind of media 
personality. He lives in 
smug London luxury, 


offered a new show 
working with a 


feela 
nded, 
n he is 


some local youths while 
making a film about 
urban deprivation. He 
then chances upon the 
back garden of the foul- 


an axe. This shocking 
story benefits from 


mouthed supermarket set for an unusual love 

worker Janet (Roisin story and one of the La e & Death 
Gallagher). We have paradoxes of this warm 

just met her getting show is that this David E Kelley, 


upbraided by her 
manager for swearing, 


stomach colleagues 
even saying hello to 
her. *Who says good 
morning?" she snarls. 
*Who does he think he 


princess?" The stage is 


LI 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
LI 
LI 
LI 
! and she cannot 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 


s? A f***ing Disney 


LI 
| 
| 
| romance is easily the 
' most believable aspect 
lateness and stealing, | of this story, adapted by 
| David Ireland from his 
| stage play. The growing 
; tendresse between 
Seamus and Janet is 
; beautifully told. Will 
| they find love? Like 
| you couldn't guess. 
| Question is, will it last? 


such as The Undo 


Candice “Candy” 


specialist in high-end 
spousal betrayal sagas 


tackles the true story of 


Montgomery (Elizabeth 
Olsen), a 1980s Texas 
housewife accused of 
butchering her lover's 


LI 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
LI 
and Big Little Lies, | drawn to a fellow 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 
LI 
i 
wife, Betty Gore, with l 


Olsen’s dazzling 
performance and its 
studied portrayal of her 
suburban ennui. As 

ing Candy is increasingly 
church member, 

Allan Gore (Jesse 
Plemons), some heavily 
ironised dialogue and 
set pieces drive us to 
the grimly inevitable 
conclusion. 


BBCI 


> 6.00am Breakfast 9.15 Morning Live 10.00 Critical 
= ncident. A London paramedic is sexually assaulted on a 

S call 10.45 Expert Witness. A soil expert helps to bring 
<a) convictions against three heritage thieves 11.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. Properties in Bolsover, Dawley and 
arlington 12.15pm Bargain Hunt. From Newark 
Antiques and Collectable fair (r) (AD) 1.00 BBC News at 
One; Weather 1.30 BBC Regional News; Weather 1.45 
octors. Bear tries to keep the peace when Frankie 
returns (AD) 2.15 Money for Nothing. Items include a 
leather suitcase and a painters table (r) 3.00 Escape to 
the Country. Jonnie Irwin searches for a country home for 
two free spirits in Shropshire (r) (AD) 3.45 Garden 
escue. Charlie Dimmock and Lee Burkhill are in Newport 
to help a woman who has not felt able to tackle her 
garden since her husband died and wants a plot reflecting 
er Welsh heritage 4.30 The Finish Line. Roman Kemp 
and Sarah Greene host the quiz in which five contestants 
race in moving podiums across the studio floor to try and 
win £5,000 5.15 Pointless. Quiz hosted by Alexander 
Armstrong and Konnie Hug 6.00 BBC News at Six; 
Weather 6.30 BBC Regional News; Weather 


BBC2 


6.30am Escape to the Country (r) 7.15 Garden Rescue 
(r) 8.00 Sign Zone: Coastal Defenders (r) (AD, SL) 9.00 
Nicky Campbell 10.00 BBC News 12.15pm Politics Live 
1.00 Impossible (r) 1.45 Eggheads (r) 2.15 Murder, 
Mystery and My Family. Barristers Sasha Wass and 
Jeremy Dein examine the case of a poultry farmer who 
was hanged for the murder of his partner, after her body 
was found buried under a chicken run (r) (AD) 3.00 The 
Wonder of Animals. The anatomy and physiology of the 
elephant (r) (AD) 3.30 Back in Time for the Factory. The 
women go back to 1983 to learn how an unsung army of 
female workers fought to keep their jobs in the face of 
foreign competition. Presented by Alex Jones (r) (AD) 
4.30 Great British Railway Journeys. Michael Portillo 
journeys from Glasgow to Cumbrae (r) (AD) 5.00 Flog It! 
The team are at Herstmonceux Castle in Sussex, where 
antiques experts James Lewis and Catherine Southon 
unearth treasures brought in by visitors to sell at auction 
(1) 6.00 Richard Osman's House of Games. With Jen 
Brister, Kelvin Fletcher, lan Moore and Zoe Williams (r) 
6.30 Marcus Wareing's Tales from a Kitchen Garden. The 
chef travels to Maldon in Essex to learn how salt is made 


= 7.00 The One Show Presented by 
a Alex Jones and Roman Kemp 
N 


7.30 EastEnders lan tries to progress his 
business deal with Nish. Meanwhile, 
Reiss is upset when his fertility 
becomes the talk of the town (AD) 


8.00 Sort Your Life Out with Stacey 
Solomon New series. The presenter 
and her team of experts help a couple 
and their two daughters transform 
their family home through a 
life-changing declutter (1/5) (AD) 


8PM 


9.00 Ambulance A busy weekend night 
shift across Lancashire sees an 
advanced paramedic dispatched to a 
baby born in the passenger seat of a 
car. Narrated by Christopher Eccleston 


9PM 


10.00 BBC News at Ten 


10PM 


10.30 BBC Regional News and Weather 
10.40 9/11: Inside the President's War 
Room Almost 20 years since 

September 11, this documentary 
follows President George W Bush and 
his staff as they dealt with the 
large-scale terrorist attack, in which 
four commercial aircraft were used as 
missiles on the World Trade Centre and 
the Pentagon. The events of that day 
led to two decades of conflict in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. As America and 
its allies now withdraw from 
Afghanistan and the Taliban resume 
control, this is the story of how it all 
began. The film features testimony 
from Bush, Dick Cheney, Condoleezza 
Rice and Colin Powell (r) (AD) 


12.15am-6.00 BBC News 


HPM 


Late 


7.00 The Secret Genius of Modern Life 
Hannah Fry uncovers secrets behind 
trainers, including how American 
breakfast waffles transformed the 
sports shoe's soles (6/6) (r) (AD) 


8.00 The Hidden World of Hospitality 
with Tom Kerridge The changeable 
UK weather can bring sharp peaks and 
troughs in revenue for hospitality 
businesses, so Tom looks at inventive 
methods used to cope with fluctuating 
seasonal demand (6/8) (AD) 


9.00 Helping Our Teens New series. 
Marie Gentles OBE works with one 
improving secondary school to see 
if her technique can transform 
behaviour and help students to thrive. 
See Viewing Guide (1/2) (AD) 


10.00 Mortimer & Whitehouse: Gone 
Fishing Bob Mortimer and Paul 
Whitehouse fish for chub in the Irfon 
and Wye rivers (1/6) (r) (AD) 

10.30 Newsnight Analysis of the day's 
events with Kirsty Wark 


11.15 Couples Therapy As their sessions 
come to a close, some couples emerge 
with a sense of optimism around their 
relationships. Last in the series 

11.45 Ultimate Wedding Planner 
Creating a swinging classic Hollywood- 
style wedding (5/6) (r) (AD) 


12.45am Coastal Defenders The dive team tackle a 
luxury floating hotel, a stranded tugboat and a winter 
storm (r) 1.45 Sign Zone: Clean It, Fix It. The team head 
to Twickenham to help revamp a spare room for a new 
Ukrainian house guest (r) (SL) 2.30-3.25 Crazy Rich 
Agents: Selling Dream Homes (r) (AD, SL) 


ITV1 


6.00am Good Morning Britain. News, current affairs and 
lifestyle features 9.00 Lorraine. Entertainment, current 

affairs and fashion news, as well as showbiz stories and 

gossip 10.00 This Morning. Featuring a mix of chat, 


show 
healt! 
Weat 
worl 

what 


usiness news, lifestyle features, topical discussion, 
and beauty advice and more. Including Local 

er 12.30pm Loose Women. The women put the 

to rights once more and invite a guest to chat about 
they are up to 1.30 ITV News; Weather 1.55 


Regional News; Weather 2.00 James Martin's Spanish 
Adventure. The chef meets a family who live off grid, 


sampl 


les fabada stew, Urbies cheese, and visits a 


restaurant famous for its sardines (AD) 3.00 Lingo. 
Sisters from Leicester, a father and son from Runcorn, 


and b 
game 
quiz i 


est mates from Basildon take part in Adil Ray's word 
(r) 4.00 Tipping Point. Ben Shephard hosts the 
in which contestants drop tokens down a choice of 


four chutes in the hope of winning a £10,000 jackpot 


5.00 
from 
Milto! 


73 


8.3 


Regional News; Weather 6.30 ITV News; Weather 


he Chase. Bradley Walsh presents as contestants 
angor, Basingstoke, Stratford-Upon-Avon and 
n Keynes try to win thousands of pounds 6.00 


0 Emmerdale There is tension between 
Belle and Dawn, Tom is attacked and 
Charles packs his bag (AD) 


0 Paul O'Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs The team is baffled by a mystery 
illness which is making a young lurcher 
pup desperately ill (5/8) (AD) 


9.00 Coronation Street Cassie reveals 


9.5; 


upsetting details of her past to Tyrone, 
Max fails to cover up Lauren's 
meltdown, Aadi prioritises work 
over pleasure, andafellow solicitor 
catches Dee-Dee’s eye (AD) 

5 Love & Death: Behind the Scenes 
The inside story of the crime drama 


10.00 ITV News at Ten 


10.30 Regional News 
10.45 Regional Programme 


11.15 Gordon, Gino & Fred: Viva Espana! 


Gordon Ramsay, Gino D'Acampo and 
Fred Sirieix set off on another culinary 
adventure, heading to Spain to 
immerse themselves in the best 
culture and cuisine on offer. Their first 
stop is sunny Andalusia (1/2) (r) (AD) 


12.10am All Elite Wrestling: Rampage Hard-hitting 
action 1.10 The Chase. Quiz show hosted by Bradley 
Walsh (r) 2.05 Tipping Point. Quiz (r) 3.00 James 


Marti 
huge 


n’s Spanish Adventure. In Bilbao, James visits a 
indoor food market (r) (AD, SL) 3.50 Unwind with 


ITV 5.05-6.00 Oti Mabuse's Breakfast Show (r) (SL) 


Channel 4 


6.05am Countdown (r) 6.45 Cheers (r) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (r) (AD) 8.25 Frasier (r) (AD) 9.55 
Chateau DIY (r) (AD) 10.55 George Clarke's Amazing 
Spaces. A single mother plans to transform an old 
military helicopter (r) (AD) 11.55 Channel 4 News 
Summary 12.00 Steph's Packed Lunch 2.10pm 
Countdown 3.00 A Place in the Sun. Leah Charles-King 
elps a pair find their perfect holiday home in Gran 
Alacant on a budget of £100,000 (r) 4.00 A Place in the 
Sun. Danni Menzies jets off to Portugal's Setübal 
eninsula to help house-hunters from York find their 
dream holiday home on a budget of £330,000 5.00 

our in a Bed. The participants visit the Dovecote Inn in 
Nottinghamshire, where a visitor inspects every nook and 
cranny and two of the B&Bers have a disagreement over 
dinner (r) 5.30 Come Dine with Me. The penultimate host 
in and around Manchester is a jeweller, who is hoping to 
edazzle her guests with a traditional all-Italian, 
tried-and-tested menu (r) 6.00 The Simpsons. Nelson 
ecomes jealous when Lisa falls for a jazz pianist. Guest 
stars Ed Sheeran (r) (AD) 6.30 Hollyoaks. Mercedes 
forces Warren to open up about his feelings (r) (AD) 


7.00 Channel 4 News 


8.00 The Dog House At Woodgreen Pets 
Charity, an American bulldog throws 
its weight around with an intrepid 
Manchester couple. Meanwhile, a 
12-year-old terrier enjoys a makeover 
at the groomers (4/8) (r) (AD) 


9.00 Screw The deadly threat posed to 
Rose by Reeks forces Morgan to take 
matters into his own hands, setting 
him on a collision course with Leigh. 
Elsewhere, Rose tries to get close to 
prisoner Louis Acosta. Starring 
Nina Sosanya, Jamie-Lee O'Donnell 
and Leo Gregory (4/6) (AD) 


10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
Jimmy Carr hosts, as Alan Carr and 
Harriet Kemsley play against Jonathan 
Ross and Maisie Adam. Huge Davies 
is in Dictionary Corner (2/6) (r) 


11.05 Uefa European Qualifiers Preview 
A look ahead to forthcoming Euro 2024 
qualifiers, including Ukraine v England 
and Cyprus v Scotland 

11.35 Celebrity Gogglebox A mix of series 
favourites and LGBTQ+ personalities 
share their views for a special Pride 
anniversary episode (4/6) (r) (AD) 


12.35am First Dates A divorced couple both have dates 
(r) (AD, SL) 1.30 FILM: All the Money in the World 
(15, 2017) Fact-based drama starring Michelle Williams 
and Christopher Plummer (SL) 3.40 Location, Location, 
Location (r) (SL) 4.35 Undercover Boss USA (r) 5.25 
Jamie's Comfort Food (r) 5.40-6.05 Beat the Chef (r) 


Channel 5 


6.00am Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy Vine. The broadcaster 
and guests discuss the issues of the day with co-host 
Storm Huntley 11.15 Storm Huntley. Debate on the day's 
talking points continues with the presenter, who takes 
viewers calls on the biggest stories 12.40pm Alexis 
Conran. The actor, writer and broadcaster examines the 
important stories of the day, getting viewers' opinions on 
them 1.40 5 News at Lunchtime 1.45 Home and Away. 
elicity is concealing efforts to get a loan approved and 
pay her blackmailer. When Eden shares the mix of ti 
album with her, Felicity is struck with an idea (r) (AD) 
2.15 FILM: Missing and Alone (PG, TVM, 2021) A 
woman decides to dedicate her life to her daughter and 

er work after the untimely death of her husband. Thriller 
with CindyMarie Small 4.00 The Cruise: Fun-Loving Brits 
at Sea. Spending the day in Kotor, at a historical and 
cultural retreat, before rounding off the day with 
massages in the Regal Princess's Sanctuary area (A 
5.00 5 News at 5 6.00 Susan Calman's Grand Day Out. 
he comedian and presenter explores Cornwall's coast, 
taking in the delights from Charlestown to Land's 

End, and beyond (r) 6.55 5 News Update 


E 


7.00 Escaping the Grand Canyon with 
Nick Knowles The presenter 
experiences the Canyon via helicopter, 
kayak and steam train, and also 
explores the region's history and 
towns such as Williams, Arizona, 
on the iconic Route 66 (2/2) (1) 

7.55 5 News Update 


8.00 Puzzling with Lucy Worsley: The 
Semi-Final Six contestants from 
around the UK have made it to the 
play-off and will take on five rounds of 
fiendish puzzles as they try to qualify 
for the series’ grand final. Lucy 
Worsley asks the questions (12/13) 


9.00 The Royal Borough: Kensington & 
Chelsea The spotlight falls on 
Mosimann’s, a fine dining club favoured 
by the royal and rich of Kensington and 
Chelsea. There is also a look at the 
staff at Chelsea Fire Station (3/4) 


10.00 A&E After Dark When a 70-year-old 
arrives with a dangerously high heart 
rate, the medical team have to act fast 
to prevent him going into cardiac 
arrest. He is given medication to lower 
his heart rate, and the team also try a 
physical manoeuvre that should get 
the drugs to work quicker (1/10) (r) 


11.05 Skin A&E A doctor gets a surprise 
while operating on a lipoma, and a 
patient develops large lumps called 
keloids on both her ears as a result of 
getting her ears pierced (3/10) (r) 


12.05am Police Interceptors (r) 1.00 Live Casino 
Show 3.00 The Crucifixion Mystery (r) 3.50 Britain’s 
Biggest Mosque (r) (SL) 4.40 Great Artists (r) (SL) 
5.05 House Doctor (r) (SL) 5.30 Entertainment 
News on 5 5.40 Milkshake! Monkey's Amazing 
Adventures (r) (SL) 5.45-6.00 Paw Patrol (r) (SL) 
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Top Boy 
Netflix 


1 

| 

i 
“No loose ends” isthe | 
tagline on the trailer i 
for the third and final ' 
series of the raw and 
gritty drama, which ! 
promises to unveil who | 
will reign as Top Boy of | 
the Summerhouse l 
estate. As ever our | 
focus is on Ashley | 
Walter's Dushane, who | 
faces a raft of new l 


Sky Max 


6.00am Supergirl (r) 7.00 DC's Legends of 
Tomorrow (r) (AD) 8.00 The Flash (r) 9.00 
Stargate Atlantis (r) 11.00 Supergirl (r) 12.00 
The Flash (r) 1.00pm NCIS: Los Angeles (r) 
3.00 Hawaii Five-0 (r) 4.00 S.W.A.T (r) (AD) 
5.00 DC's Legends of Tomorrow (r) (AD) 

6.00 Stargate Atlantis. A mysterious 

power failure damages the city (r) 

7.00 Stargate Atlantis. McKay falls victim to 

a deadly parasite attached to his brain (r) 

8.00 A League of Their Own: US Road Trip 2.0. 
Another selection of out-takes, pranks and 
behind-the-scenes antics (r) (AD) 

9.00 The Blacklist. Red is identified as a 
possible hostage during a deli robbery (r) 
10.00 Never Mind the Buzzcocks. With Sam 
Campbell, Calum Scott and CMAT (r) 

10.45 Warrior (r) (AD) 

11.50 Flintoff: From Lord's to the Ring (r) (AD) 
12.50am The Force: Manchester. Documentary 
(r) 1.45 Road Wars (r) (AD) 4.00 S.W.A.T 

(r) (AD) 5.00 Highway Patrol (r) (AD) 


Talk TV 


6.00am James Max. An initial insight into the 
day's top stories 6.30 The Julia Hartley-Brewer 
Breakfast Show. All the biggest stories to start 
the day 9.30 Mike and Kev. Mike Graham and 
Kevin O'Sullivan give their unique take on the 
front pages and the latest news 10.00 The 
Independent Republic of Mike Graham. The 
host looks through the morning newspapers 
1.00pm lan Collins. Hard-hitting monologues 
and debates 3.00 Kevin O'Sullivan. The 

host tackles the big stories of the day 
5.00 Vanessa Feltz. Big names, exclusive 
interviews, and viewers’ thoughts 
7.00 Jeremy Kyle Live. The straight-talking host 
takes on the issues that really matter 
8.00 Piers Morgan Uncensored. The host 
presents his verdict on the day’s global events 
9.00 The Talk. A panel of famous faces debate 
the latest topics everybody is talking about 
10.00 First Edition. An energetic 

look at tomorrow's newspapers 

11.00 Piers Morgan Uncensored 

12.00 Petrie Hosken 1.00am Jeremy Kyle 
2.00 Kevin O'Sullivan 3.00 Piers Morgan 
Uncensored 4.00 The Talk 5.00 James Max 


ITV2 


6.00am CITV 9.00 One Tree Hill 10.00 
Dawson's Creek 11.00 Love Bites (AD, SL) 
12.00 Dinner Date (AD) 1.00pm Family 
Fortunes 2.00 Chuck 3.05 One Tree Hill 4.00 
Dawson’s Creek 5.00 Dinner Date (AD) 

6.00 Celebrity Catchphrase (AD) 

7.00 Family Fortunes. Gino D'Acampo hosts this 
revamped version of the popular game show 
8.00 Superstore. Corporate introduces a friendly 
step-tracking challenge between branches (AD) 
8.30 Superstore. The Cloud 9 employees and 
customers find themselves snowed in (AD) 
9.00 Family Guy (AD) 

9.30 Family Guy (AD) 

10.00 Family Guy (AD) 

10.30 Family Guy (AD) 

11.00 Family Guy (AD) 

11.30 American Dad! (AD) 

12.00 American Dad! (AD) 12.30am Superstore 
(AD) 1.25 CelebAbility. With Jenny Ryan 2.05 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records (SL) 
3.00 Teleshopping 5.00 The Epic Tales of 
Captain Underpants (AD) 5.25 Scooby-Doo! 
Mystery Incorporated 5.50 Craig of the Creek 


6.00am Fish Town (r) 7.55 The Leftovers (r) 
(AD) 10.10 Ray Donovan (r) (AD) 12.15pm 
Game of Thrones (r) (AD) 1.25 Irma Vep (r) 
3.30 The Leftovers (r) (AD) 5.50 Ray Donovan. 
rama starring Liev Schreiber (r) (AD) 

7.55 Game of Thrones. The day of King Joffrey's 
wedding to Margaery Tyrell arrives (r) (AD) 
9.00 The Lovers. A Belfast supermarket worker 
egins a relationship with a political broadcaster. 
Comedy drama starring Johnny Flynn and Roisin 
Gallagher. See Viewing Guide (1/6) (r) (AD) 
9.40 Dreamland. Comedy about four sisters 
from the seaside town of Margate, starring 

ily Allen, Freema Agyeman, Aimee-Ffion 
Edwards and Gabby Best (1/6) (r) (AD) 

10.10 Winning Time: The Rise of the Lakers 
ynasty. Drama starring John C Reilly (5/7) (r) 
11.15 True Detective. Four individuals become 
wrapped up in a murder inquiry (1/8) (r) (AD) 
12.25am Domina (r) (AD) 1.30 In Treatment 
(r) 2.00 Game of Thrones (r) (AD) 3.05 

ish Town. Brixham life (r) 5.00 Billions 


SEARCH 


BBC4 


7.00pm Great Coastal Railway Journeys. 
Michael Portillo explores the stunning scenery of 
Scotland’s west coast and islands (AD) 

7.30 Climbing Great Buildings. Jonathan Foyle 
and Lucy Creamer scale St Paul's Cathedral (AD) 
8.00 How the Celts Saved Britain. A look 

at how the Irish saved Britain from cultural 
oblivion during the Dark Ages (1/2) (AD) 

9.00 Live Mercury Prize 2023: Album of the 
Year. Lauren Laverne presents the event to 
choose the album of the year from 12 shortlisted 
entries, including Arctic Monkeys, Ezra 
Collective, Jessie Ware and Olivia Dean 

10.15 The Hacienda: The Club That Shook 
Britain. The history and cultural legacy of the 
Manchester nightclub and music venue (AD) 
11.15 FILM: Spike Island (15, 2012) 

Five teenagers make a life-changing journey 
across Britain in the summer of 1990 to see 
the Stone Roses in concert. Drama starring 
Elliott Tittensor and Nico Mirallegro (AD) 
12.55am Great Coastal Railway Journeys (AD) 
1.25 Climbing Great Buildings (AD) 1.55 How 
the Celts Saved Britain (AD) 2.55-3.55 The 
Hacienda: The Club That Shook Britain (AD) 


ITV3 


6.00am Classic Emmerdale 7.05 Classic 
Coronation Street (AD) 8.10 On the Buses 9.15 
Where the Heart Is (AD) 11.35 Heartbeat (AD) 
1.40pm Classic Emmerdale 2.45 Classic 
Coronation Street (AD) 3.55 Endeavour. 

A professor is killed in a hit-and-run (AD) 

5.55 Heartbeat. A prisoner is broken out of 
Ashfordly prison to pilot a helicopter (AD) 

6.55 Heartbeat. Aidensfield prepares to be 
twinned with a French town, and Rob saves a 
conman when his car crashes into the river (AD) 
8.00 Vera. The detective investigates when the 
charred remains of a colleague are found in an 
abattoir furnace. Murder mystery starring 
Brenda Blethyn (1/4) (AD) 

10.00 Manhunt The Night Stalker. As the search 
for the rapist continues, the team are losing 
morale, and it seems unlikely Minstead Man will 
appear again after such a close call (4/4) (AD) 
11.05 The Suspect. An old grudge rears its head 
and Joe flees to his dad's house for sanctuary 
with the police closing in (4/5) (AD) 

12.10am Where the Heart Is (AD, SL) 

2.20 Unwind with ITV 2.30 Teleshopping 


6.00am The Nineties (r) 7.00 Discovering: 
Peter Ustinov (r) 7.55 The Directors (r) 8.50 
Gaming Wall St (r) (AD) 9.55 The Vietnam War 
(r) 11.00 100 Foot Wave (r) (AD) 12.00 FILM: 
Hawking — Can You Hear Me? (12, 2021) 
The life and career of physicist Stephen Hawking 
(AD) 2.00pm Music Box (r) (AD) 4.00 The 
Directors (r) 4.55 Discovering: Peter Ustinov (r) 
5.50 Gaming Wall St (r) (AD) 

6.55 The Vietnam War (r) 

8.00 Behind the Strikes. Following two female 
union bosses at the forefront of strikes 

9.00 | Am Paul Walker. Documentary exploring 
the life and legacy of the American actor (r) 
10.50 Liverpool Narcos. Looking at how ecstasy 
spawned a cultural revolution (2/3) (r) 

11.45 FILM: Forbidden Games — The 
Justin Fashanu Story (12, 2017) The 
turbulent life and tragic death of Justin Fashanu 
1.30am FILM: Disgraced (15, 2017) The 
2003 murder of basketball star Patrick Dennehy 
(AD) 5.05 Discovering: Peter Ustinov (r) 


ORIDA'ON 


Talking Pictures 


6.00am The Larkins (b/w) 6.30 FILM: Enter 
Inspector Duval (U, 1961) (b/w) 7.45 FILM: 
Phantom Ship (U, 1935) Murder mystery 
starring Bela Lugosi (b/w) 9.00 Black Saddle 
(b/w) 9.35 FILM: Thunderhoof (PG, 1948) 
Western starring Preston Foster (b/w) 11.10 
FILM: Escape by Night (PG, 1953) Crime 
drama starring Bonar Colleano (b/w) 12.45pm 
FILM: Laura (PG, 1944) Murder mystery 
with Dana Andrews and Gene Tierney (b/w) 
2.30 Crown Court 3.00 FILM: The Last 
Escape (U, 1970) Second World War drama 
starring Stuart Whitman 4.50 FILM: Della 
(15, 1965) Drama starring Joan Crawford 
6.10 FILM: Confession (PG, 1955) 

Crime drama starring Sydney Chaplin (b/w) 
8.00 The Saint (5/9) (b/w) 

9.00 Rumpole of the Bailey (2/6) 

10.05 Noble House (3/4) 

11.55 FILM: The Man with the Golden Arm 
(15, 1956) Drama starring Frank Sinatra (b/w) 
2.25am FILM: Passport to Treason (15, 
1956) (b/w) 4.00 FILM: Shoulder Arms 

(U, 1918) (b/w) 4.50 FILM: Where Has 
Poor Mickey Gone? (18, 1964) (b/w) 


ITV4 


6.00am World of Sport 6.10 Minder (AD, SL) 
7.10 The Professionals (AD, SL) 8.15 The Saint 
9.20 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (AD) 
10.30 Live Cycling: Tour of Britain. Coverage of 
stage five, featuring a 192.4km route in 
elixstowe 4.00pm The Professionals (AD) 
5.10 World of Sport. Including footage of a 
4-year-old Ronnie O'Sullivan 5.30 Live Arc 
acing League. Coverage of the fifth round of 
the 2023 Racing League from Wolverhampton 
9.00 Cyding: Tour of Britain Highlights. Action 
from stage five, featuring a 192.4km route 
starting and finishing in Felixstowe 
10.00 FILM: The Dirty Dozen (12, 1967) 
welve convicts are sent on a mission to destroy 
a French chateau being used as a German 
military base. Second World War action 
adventure starring Lee Marvin, Telly Savalas, 
Ernest Borgnine and George Kennedy (AD) 
1.05am The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. An 
Army colonel dies in bizarre circumstances (AD, 
SL) 2.10 The Protectors. A multi-millionaire's 
son wants to disappear (SL) 2.45 Unwin 
with ITV. Daily escape 3.00 Teleshopping 


6.00am Gilbert and Sullivan: A Motley Pair 
7.00 André Rieu: My Musical Year 8.00 The Joy 
of Painting 9.00 Tales of the Unexpected (AD) 
10.00 Alfred Hitchcock Presents 11.00 
Discovering: Alain Delon 12.00 The Joy of 
Painting 1.00pm Tales of the Unexpected 2.00 
Landscape Artist of the Year Canada 3.00 The 
Art of the Garden 4.00 Discovering: Maggie 
Smith 5.00 Tales of the Unexpecte 
6.00 Alfred Hitchcock Presents 
7.00 The Joy of Painting 

7.30 The Joy of Painting 

8.00 Classic Movies: The Story of 
The Ladykillers. See Viewing Guide 
9.00 Patrick Melrose, Patrick attends his 
mother’s funeral. Last in the series (AD) 
10.15 Decoding Turner 
12.15am Rothko: Pictures Must Be Miraculous 
1.30 The Great Songwriters 2.30 Marina 
Abramovic Takes Over TV 3.30 Landmark (AD) 
4.30 Inside Art: Picasso/Ingres at the National 
Gallery 5.00 The South Bank Show Originals 


ies 


ASPECT OF AMERICAN DISCOURSE. THE TEAM SPENT 
AE CONTROVERSIAL POLICIES OF GOVERNOR RON DESANTIS. 


E Youtube 


Film4 


11.00am The Golden Voyage of Sinbad (U, 
1974) Fantasy adventure starring John Phillip 
Law (AD) 1.10pm Attack! (PG, 1956) Second 
World War drama with Jack Palance (b/w) (AD) 
3.20 Young Winston (PG, 1972) Churchill 
biopic with Simon Ward. See Viewing Guide (AD) 
6.20 Master and Commander: The Far Side 
of the World (12, 2003) A British naval 
captain faces a battle of wits with a French rival 
during the Napoleonic wars. Drama starring 
Russell Crowe and Paul Bettany (AD) 

9.00 The Fence (18, 2022) During the 1980s, 
a kid from a Bristolian council estate sets out to 
make good with a gang of local thieves. Comedy 
drama with Sally Phillips and David Perkins (AD) 
10.55 The Hitman’s Bodyguard (15, 2017) 
A man is hired to protect a hitman about to 
testify at the International Criminal Court. 
Comedy action thriller starring Ryan Reynolds, 
Samuel L Jackson and Gary Oldman (AD) 
1.15am-4.00 Les Enfants du Siècle (15, 
1999) Fact-based period drama chronicling the 
love affair between early feminist writer George 
Sand and poet Alfred de Musset. Starring 
Juliette Binoche and Benoit Magimel 


Drama 


6.00am Teleshopping 7.10 Pie in the Sky 8.00 
octors 9.15 Classic Holby City 10.35 Casualty 
11.40 The Bill 12.40pm Classic EastEnders 
2.10 Pie in the Sky 3.10 Lovejoy 4.10 Peak 
ractice 5.20 The Upper Hand 5.55 ‘Allo ‘Allo! 
6.40 Last of the Summer Wine. 

Compo talks about love and ferrets 

7.20 Last of the Summer Wine. Compo 

tries out Seymour's latest invention 

8.00 Shakespeare & Hathaway: Private 
nvestigators. Frank Hathaway and Luella 
Shakespeare investigate the disappearance 

of an Eastern European oligarch (AD) 

9.00 Shakespeare & Hathaway: Private 
nvestigators. A psychic television show hosted 
y two sisters is the scene for murder (AD) 
10.00 New Tricks. The team reopens the case of 
a palaeontologist's murder (1/10) (AD) 

11.25 Silent Witness. A father and son are 
illed in an apparent car accident on their way 
ome from work, but the younger man's body 
is found to be riddled with bullets (AD) 
1.55am Detectorists (AD) 2.30 Classic 

Holby City (SL) 4.00 Teleshopping 


6.00am Sky Sports News 7.00 Good Morning 
Sports Fans 10.00 The Football Show 12.00 
unchtime Live 1.00pm Live DP World Tour 
Golf: The 2023 Irish Open. Coverage of the 
first day of the tournament, taking place 
atthe K Club — Ryder Course in County 

ildare 5.00 Live US Open Tennis. Coverage 

of day 11 from Billie Jean King National 

ennis Centre at Flushing Meadows 

in New York, featuring a doubles final 

11.30 Live US Open Tennis. Further coverage of 
ay 11 from Billie Jean King National Tennis 
Centre at Flushing Meadows, featuring the 
opening women's singles semi-final 

2.00am Live US Open Tennis. Concluding 
coverage of day 11 from Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Centre at Flushing Meadows in 
ew York, featuring the second women's singles 
semi-final 4.30 Live NFL: Kansas City Chiefs v 
Detroit Lions (Kick-off 1.20) 5.30 My Icon: 
Kadeen Corbin (AD) 5.40 My Icon: Michael 
Holding (AD) 5.50 My Icon: Leon Pryce (AD) 


vr 


More4 


8.55am Kirstie's House of Craft 9.15 A Place in 
the Sun 10.05 A New Life in the Sun 11.05 Find 
It, Fix It, Flog It (AD) 1.10pm Heir Hunters 
2.10 Four in a Bed 4.50 Kirstie and Phil's Love 
It or List It (AD) 5.50 The Secret Life of the Zoo. 
An eastern black rhino gives birth (AD) 

6.55 The Dog House. A Jack Russell seeks a new 
home after his owner became unwell (AD) 

7.55 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud returns to 
north Cornwall to see whether a pair were 
successful with their ambitious plans (9/9) (AD) 
9.00 My Floating Home. Mark Evans follows a 
duo designing and building a floating home, 
from the factory to testing it out (Al 
10.00 Grand Designs Australia. A couple take on 
the challenge of a lifetime when they build their 
dream modernist home in the bucolic Dooralong 
Valley, on New South Wales’ Central Coast (AD) 
11.05 24 Hours in A&E. A tree surgeon is rushed 
in after a fall, and doctors are concerned he may 
have injured his spine, while a frail man has 
taken a tumble down a flight of stairs (AD) 
12.10am My Floating Home (AD) 1.10 999: 

On the Front Line (AD) 2.15 24 Hours in A&E 
(AD) 3.20-3.50 A Place in the Sun 


Yesterday 


6.10am Shipwreck Secrets 7.10 Underground 
Worlds (AD) 8.00 Abandoned Engineering (AD) 
10.00 Secret Nazi Bases 11.00 Narrow Escapes 
of World War II (AD) 12.00 Great Continental 
Railway Journeys 1.00pm Antiques Roadshow 
2.00 Bangers & Cash (AD) 4.00 Narrow Escapes 
of World War II (AD) 5.00 Secret Nazi Bases 
6.00 Great British Railway Journeys 

7.00 Bangers & Cash. Derek picks up some 
“emerging” sporting classics from the Far East 
when three Datsun Zs appear (5/10) 

8.00 Bangers & Cash. Dave is in Lincolnshire 
picking up a 1935 Riley Falcon, a good-looking 
saloon car, with a pre-select gearbox (AD) 
9.00 Bangers & Cash: Restoring Classics. 

The team snap up a 1970s Saab 96 (AD) 

10.00 Bangers & Cash. A vivid Dutch DAF 66 
lands at the North Yorkshire showroom (AD) 
11.00 Abandoned Engineering. A fairy-tale 
castle that staged one of the strangest stories 
of the Second World War (11/12) (AD) 

12.00 Great British Railway Journeys 1.00am 
Shipwreck Secrets. The SS Cotopaxi 2.00 
Sounds of the Seventies 3.00 Teleshopping 


problems from both ! . A ' setting the context of ' : ! Academy in Dudley in ' n; 
outside and inside his | Classic Monies | the film, when a nation | Helping Our | the West Midlands to — | Film Young 
empire, not least when | eee | that had emerged from | Teens | help out. We witness ] Winston 
Sully (Kane Robinson) | This enjoyable profile | war was keen on being | BBC2, 9pm ; some of the troubled Film4, 3.20pm 
does something rather 1 of cinematic origin ı entertained. He is also | The ripple effect of | behaviour first hand. ı Simon Ward plays 
drastic at the start of ! stories turns its ' good on the troubling ' Covid is still being felt, ' Overall, though, this ! Churchill for Boy's 
the action while | attention to Alexander | aspects, with the film | with teenagers | is designed to be a | Own Paper thrills in 
Dushane is enjoyinga  Mackendrick's 1955 | critic Derek Malcolm — ! suffering from mental ' feelgood showcase for ' this engagingly robust 
romantic dinner. Sully | film The Ladykillers, | (who died in July) | health problems and | possible solutions. | take on the PM's 
soon presents our man  ; starring Alec Guinness | recalling Mackendrick’s | non-attendance ı And while it sometimes | early autobiography. 
with an ultimatum that ' and telling a macabre — ! observation that if it ' normal in many ! feels like an advert ! Directed by Richard 
forces him to decide | story about a gang of | hadn't had comic j schools. Enter the | for Gentles and her | Attenborough, it co- 
whether to step back | thieves and a little old : elements it would | behaviour expert | training services, | stars Anthony Hopkins, 
from the game — or | lady. The presenter have been “censored | Marie Gentles, who | there is much that ; Tan Holm and Anne 
fight for his empire. | Ian Nathan is good at — ; out of existence”. i travels to Beacon Hill, will inspire. ı Bancroft. (PG, 1972) 
Sky Atlantic Sky Documentaries | Sky Arts Sky Main Event Variations 


BBC1N Ireland 
As BBC1 except: 10.40pm Match of the Day 
Northern Ireland: Euro 2024 Qualifiers 11.20 
9/11: Inside the President’s War Room. 
Examining how George W Bush and his 
staff dealt with the September 11 attack 
(r) (AD) 12.50am-6.00 BBC News 


BBC1 Scotland 
As BBC1 except: 11.15am Bargain Hunt (r) 
(AD) 12.00-1.00pm First Minister's Questions 


BBC1 Wales 
As BBC1 except: 10.40pm Match of the Day 
Wales 11.10 9/11: Inside the President's War 
Room (r) (AD) 12.40am-6.00 BBC News 


BBC2 N Ireland 
As BBC2 except: 10.00pm-10.30 
Family. The family celebrates Jim’s 


e Royle 
irthday (r) 


ITV1 Anglia 
As ITV1 except: 10.45pm-11.15 Anglia Late 
Edition. Political issues affecting the region 


ITV1 Border/Tyne Tees 
As ITV1 except: 10.45pm-11.15 Around the 
House. Political discussion with Paul Brand 


ITV1 Central 
As ITV1 except: 10.45pm-11.15 Central 
obby. Alison Mackenzie hosts the discussion 


ITV1 Granada 
As ITV1 except: 10.45pm-11.15 The Granada 
ebate. Political debate with Alison Mackenzie 


ITV1 London 
As ITV1 except: 10.45pm-11.15 The Late 
ebate. News and events at Westminster 


ITV1 Meridian 
As ITV1 except: 10.45pm-11.15 The Last 
Word. Political stories with Phil Hornby 


ITV1 Wales 
As ITV1 except: 10.45pm-11.15 Fishlock's 
Choice. The site of a former Welsh colliery (r) 


ITV1 West & Westcountry 
As ITV1 except: 10.45pm-11.15 
The Westcountry Debate 


ITV1 Yorkshire 
As ITV1 except: 10.45pm-11.15 Last Orders 


STV 
As ITV1 except: 8.30pm-9.00 Scotland 
Tonight 10.30 STV News 10.45 You & Me (r) 
11.40 Gordon, Gino & Fred: Viva Espana! (r) 
(AD) 12.35am-1.10 Sean's Scotland (r) 
3.50-5.05 Night Vision 


UTV 
As ITV1 except: 8.30pm-9.00 UTV Life. With 
Pamela Ballantine 10.45 Rugby 11.45-12.10 
Paul O'Grady: For the Love of Dogs (AD) 


BBC Scotland 
7.00pm The Disasters That Shocked Scotland. 
The 1988 Lockerbie bombing and the 2013 
Clutha helicopter crash (r) 7.30 The Great Food 
Guys. Nick Nairn and Dougie Vipond focus on 
Scottish lamb (r) (AD) 8.00 Beechgrove Garden 
8.30 Designing the Hebrides (r) (AD) 9.00 The 
Nine 10.00 Scot Squad (r) (AD) 10.30 Gary: 
Tank Commander (r) 11.00 Two Doors Down (r) 
(AD) 11.30-12.00 Mirror Mirror (r) 


BBC Alba 
6.00am Alba Today 5.00pm Children's Shows 
7.00 Clann a' Chogaidh Mhoir (r) 7.25 Dan (r) 
7.30 SpeakGaelic (r) 8.00 An La 8.30 Dealbhan 
Fraoich (r) 9.00 Tommy Burns (r) 10.15 
Binneas — Na Trads (r) 10.30 Jackie Robinson 
(r) 11.25 Fraochy Bay (r) 11.30 Orain Oir (r) 
12.00-6.00am Alba Today 


SAC 
6.00am Cyw 12.00 News 12.05pm Bwrdd i 
Dri (r) 12.30 Heno (r) 1.00 Cerys Matthews a'r 
Goeden Faled (r) 1.30 Cegin Bryn: Y Dosbarth 
Meistr (r) 2.00 News 2.05 Prynhawn Da 3.00 
News 3.05 Gwyl y Dyn Gwyrdd 2023 (r) 4.00 
Awr Fawr 5.00 Stwnsh 6.00 Gerddi Cymru (r) 
6.30 Pen/Campwyr (r) 7.00 News; Weather 
7.20 Live Sgorio Rhyngwladol 10.00 Seiclo: 
Vuelta a España 10.35-11.40 Jonathan (r) 
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MindGames 


Tetonor Tricky No 394 


Codeword No 5000 


© PUZZLER MEDIA 


Train Tracks No 2034 


1 


3 4 5 3 2 4 4 


14 


When complete, the strip below the grid can be sp! 


the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in ti 


example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (446) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 


numbers are listed in ascending order. 
The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday 


it into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 


ABCDEFGHIJKKMNSPARSTUVWXYZ 
he'grid: For 1]? B_I 15 |e Fr Js jp n m H2 ji 
14 fis jis |7 fis [e |20 |zi |22 |23 |2 [25 [26 


Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 


For more puzzles, including 
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 


Train Tracks and Futoshi 
go to page 10 


Black to play. 


2 
* 


& 


Z 


7 


H 2 ug 


spot Black's clever move 
creates decisive pressure? 


KenKen Difficult No 5992 


4 b ced e f h 


pry - 
œ [^] 


Ei 
É 
E 
= 
= 
= 
2 
= 
El 
E 
E 
E 


All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 


This position is from Crevatin- 
CA Sorensen, Pardubice 2023. 


In this position both sides have 
their trumps. White can point to 
the pressure against g7 and the 
powerful threat of Bf5, menacing 
amate on h7. Black has two 
powerful passed pawns on the 
queenside and potential threats 
on the hl-a8 diagonal thanks to 
the strong bishop on a8. Can you 


provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right 


Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm). 


Lexica No7 No 7038 


PeiuiNdadate: 
po z 
z - 
- - 
- y 
m z 
5 z 
"inrEleroilUIE ` 


Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters 


Futoshiki No 4559 


ki 


D>: 


E a Abs sire 


H 


DAT 


PIHIRIO!O: 


hat 


Kakuro No 3518 


N oO Oo o Aà Ww 


Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself. 


Quintagram® Challenge 
Solve all five cryptic clues using each your mind 
letter underneath once only with puzzle 

books from 

1 Number taken in by house The Times 


vendor (5) 


|"—2«m— | 


pm 


3 Boringly familiar lot had 
dispersed (3,3) 


Su Doku 


5 Laird, maybe, in an unhappy 
mood after end of tribunal (9) 


A A AÍ|CIDIDID D 

E EIE EIEMHI|IIJTL 

L{LIN | Ne Ne 007R thetimes.co.uk/ 
RIRISITIVIVIW]|W bookshop 


What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk 


Ll» LI» EL] List 


Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 


only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 


LisL] LJ eL 


vertical run of 
white squares 


add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 


or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 


DoDDoD 


than once ina 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares. 


L L] LI«L] 


O O i LI LI 


Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 


each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 


using the operation indicated by the symbol. 


(3 than the number next to it. 
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MindGames 


times2 Crossword wo 9316 


= 
17 Perpendicular (8) 

19 Dividing point of a river (4) 
22 Like macho youths (7) 

23 Try-scoring sport (5) 

24 Mounted (2,9) 


Across 
1 Picturesque area of 
southwest Germany (5,6) 
8 Draped garment (5) 
9 Mythical hybrid beast (7) 
10 Melodious songbird (4) 
11 Modern, current (2-2-4) 
13 Territory (6) 
14 Martial art (4,2) 


Solution to Crossword 9315 


XIDIZ|C 


N IMIE 
O Am 
N C|U|E 
P EY [Y 
L A|BIL|E 
U BREN 
S I|E[L[D 


Down 
1 Herb in pesto (5) 
2 Word formed from the 
letters of another (7) 
3 Variety of seaweed (4) 
4 Reside in (6) 
5 Postscript (8) 
6 Eighth Greek letter (5) 
7 Rich creamy cake (6) 
12 Subside, dwindle (8) 
13 Fiends (6) 
15 Thilisis country (7) 
16 Foam, suds (6) 
18 Display of cowboy skills (5) 
20 Canoe-like boat (5) 
2] Exhort (4) 


Need help with today's puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company's 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm). 


Bridge Andrew Robson 


We return to the Brighton Bowl at 
the EBU Summer Meeting in .. 
Eastbourne (where else?). You find 
yourself in a distinctly dubious 64 
(partner, did you really have your 
4 splinter?). Can you make it? 
There are chances of playing 
spades for only one loser. You lead 
low from hand towards the jack. You 
can succeed if West has 4 KIO or 
^ QIO doubleton. If West plays the 
ten, dummy’s jack will lose to East 
picture, whereupon you can drop 
West5 bare picture. If West plays 
the picture, you can subsequently 
lead dummys jack to pin the ten. 
Note, you could also pick up West's 
^KQ doubleton instead but that 
wouldnt pick up ^ KI0 and 4 QIO 
doubletons, so two: one against. 
Also, note that if West plays low, 
you duck in dummy and will still 
succeed if East has 4 KQ doubleton. 
Its all rather unlikely and 
declarer, Odeum Dumbly, pre- 
ferred to reduce to an ending. 
Winning West's helpful heart lead 
in hand with the ten, he crossed to 
the king of clubs, back to the ace of 
diamonds, over to the king of dia- 
monds and ruffed a diamond (not- 
ing East’s queen). He cashed the 
ace of clubs (discarding a heart) 
and ruffed a third club. He now 
crossed to the ace of hearts and 
ruffed a fourth club (both oppo- 
nents following — phew). He then 
cashed the king of hearts (both 
opponents following — more 
phew) to reach the ending across. 
At trick 11, declarer led dummy's 
diamond. East had to ruff high (or 
declarer would overruff with the 
nine) but declarer underruffed, let- 
ting Easts queen hold. At trick 12, 


Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither 


Teams ^ J543 Advanced 
VKJI6 
*KJ92 
^K 
^ 108 w7] ^K07 
W354. |w el 9072 
$10543 ki $087 
30764 A A962 «1092 
V A103 
$A6 
A853 
S W N E 
Pass(1) Pass 
14 Pass 4ee(2) Pass 
64 (3) End 


(1) Passing a 12-point 4441 — | like it, especially 
with three dubious points as the singleton. 
(2) Splinter bid, announcing game values 
and short clubs. But distinctly dubious if 
you discount the king of clubs. 

(3) And so say all of us. South has a perfect 
club holding and (of course) great controls. 
Give partner the 4 KJxx, V KJXx, € KJxx, 
«ex he really should have, and 64 is great. 


Contract: 64 , Opening Lead: Y 5 


als 
v- 
e 
d- 
A108 pa ^K07 
v- WOW 
$10 sje 
SQ ang 7 
y- 
+- 
*- 


East had to lead from 4 K7, declarer 
able to run it to dummys jack and 
score the last trick with his ace, 
beating East's king. A real tour de 
force, worthy of Italian Blue Team 
legend Giorgio Belladonna. 
andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk 


Brain Trainer 
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Killer Gentie No 905 
18 “WAZ 


From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 


the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 


capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 12 words, average; 

17, good; 20, very good; 24, excellent 


Yesterday’s answers 


demos, dormouse, dorsum, dose, douse, 


dromos, druse, moose, morose, mouse, 


mouser, muse, muso, ours, rose, rouse, 


ruse, sedum, serum, some, sore, sour, 
suer, sumo, surd, sure, used, user 


Cell Blocks No 4883 


Divide the grid 
into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it. 
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Set Square No 3521 


2 


Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1to 9 in 


4 


x 


x 
[] 


the grid, so that 
the six sums 


+ 


4 
N 


x 


work. We've 
placed two 
numbers to get 


x 


=135 


you started. 
Each sum 


LER MEDIA 


x + 
x 


should be 
calculated left 


| 
+ 


8 


48 


to right or top 
to bottom. 


13 


Please note, BODMAS does not apply 


nomen — ——— Quick Cryptic 2477 Codeword 4999 Kakuro 3517 
14 112 
JIUIS QUE 1/[2| [e|4|1]9| [3/1 
AMA US 3/41|8/927| 12 
a ome) ke ea 
DOO KIT 
AZ d 7/55 562729! 
WEA NIEIR 7/9]5,8|4 7|5|9 
ENS | — [s] 7|9| |5|7| |9|7 
COP ERY 2]5| |4|7/|9/3|8 
UN" RWA 1/3 7|2/9|81/6/5 
1| je[1[8]e| |7]9 
ANL | lu 
GO RIG|Y 
Train Tracks 2033 
| * 9 2 ASE 
31619 j 
9[5/3 i 
2|8|1 ad 
8|1|7 8 
4|9]s 2 
7|2|4 2 
5|7|6 2 
6|aj2 4 
1|[3|5 
304 
1[5 Cell Blocks 4882 Set Square 3520 Lexica 7035 
216 
718 8 = 1 x 6 
4/3 x + x 
«s EH-H 
6/9 3Ix5Xx9 
5|2 x x - 
Jp | 
97 4-277 


lines, a digit cannot be repeated. 


Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today's 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company's network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm). 


As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 

of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined 


by dotted 


winja ojo o= 
A 2|o|o)|wvo m|- wa 
|o a2 elo m 2 
(M |2|[o o ajwi 5o 
o5 o[2|o «[v alo 
«1o o|w IES ESRI) 
com ajn ejo o|- 


M OQ |o o oja =w 
2o |o|2|-o|o on 


Concise 
Quintagram 
lJordan 

2 Alpine 

3 Jaguar 

4 Arrows 

5 Williams 


Word watch 


incompetent mech: 
(Chambers) 


porcelain (OED) 


Chess — Winning 
1... Qd4! is a subtle 


threatens 2 ... Qxf2 
White prevents thi: 
either 2 Bf5 or 2 e3 
reveals the second 


Preterist (c) A person 
interested in the past (Collins) 
Grauncher (c) A clumsy 


Nantgarw (c) A translucent 


move against which there is 
no good reply. First, Black 


2... Qdl+! 3 Rxdl Rxdl mate 


Today's solutions 


Cryptic Suko 3901 Brain 
Quintagram | Trainer 
lSeven L7 Easy 38 

2 Carved a Medium 354 
3 Old hat Harder 2,422 
4 Wilder 


5 Landowner 


Quiz 

1 Mediterranean Sea 2 North 
Korea 3 British Airways 

4 Guinea 5 Madagascar 
vanilla, also known as 
Bourbon vanilla 6 Bay City 
Rollers 7 Lord Byron 

8 Cottage pie or shepherd's 
pie 9 Sherlock Holmes 

10 Kuwait I1 Kazimir 
Malevich 12 Alexander I or 
Aleksandar Obrenovi 

13 HMS Eurydice 14 Ajax 
Amsterdam 15 Beijing 


anic 


Move 
but deadly 


mate. If 

is with 
then Black 
threat: 


Word watch 
David Parfitt 


Preterist 
a A standby or 


Sudoku wild No 14,306 


Fiendish No 14,307 


07.09.23 


For extra 
puzzles 
See page 10 


Super fiendish No 14,308 


understudy 
b An organism distinct 


from animals and plants 
c A person interested in 
the past 


Grauncher 
a A miserly misanthrope 


b A salacious novel or 
play 
c A clumsy incompetent 


mechanic 


Nantgarw 
a An aquatic mammal 
b A type of flatbread 


c A translucent 
porcelain 


5 


Answers on page 15 


9 

3 
7 

7 
5 


8/9 
1/4|8 


1Z Olav Bjortomt 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 


The Times Daily 
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1 Which sea is 
surrounded by 22 
countries and bordered 
by three continents? 


2 Masaji Ishikawa's 
memoir A River in 
Darkness (2000) 

is about life under 
which Asian country's 
totalitarian regime? 


3 In 1984, the Flower 
Duet from the Delibes 


ZHANG SHUANG/GETTY IMAGES 


11 In 1914, which Russian 
avant-garde artist 
painted An Englishman 
in Moscow and Reservist 
of the First Division? 


12 The May Coup 
(1903) involved the 
assassination of which 
Serbian king and his 
wife Queen Draga? 


13 In 1878, which 
26-gun frigate capsized 


opera Lakmé first MERECE off the Isle of Wight, 
appeared in an advert 6 Which Scottish pop the French version of with the loss of more 
for which airline? band had a 1976 US which British dish? than 300 lives? 

No 1l with the song 
4 Which gold coin was Saturday Night? 9 Ian Richardson played | 14 The Abdelhak Nouri 


first struck at the Royal 
Mint in the Tower of 
London in 1663? 


5 Which variety of 
vanilla is named after 
an island country lying 
off the southeastern 
coast of Africa? 


7 Which poet was 
played by Richard 
Chamberlain in the 
Robert Bolt film Lady 


has been described as 


Dr Joseph Bell in the 
TV drama Murder 
Rooms: The Dark 
Beginnings of... who? 


Caroline Lamb (1972)? 10 Which Middle 
Eastern country is 
8 Hachis Parmentier building the Sabah Al 


Ahmad Sea City? 


The Times Quick Cryptic No 2478 by Joker 


trophy is given to the top 
talent in which football 
club’s youth academy? 


15 In which Asian 


capital city is the 
pictured Drum Tower? 


Answers on page 15 


Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct 


For interactive puzzles visit 
thetimes.co.uk 


Ep 


PE ty” | 


Across 

1 Disposal of waste article I 
found in railway halt (10) 

7 One in wild gang growing old 


8 English city, but to the west, 


1 
2 


3 


Down 


Spear small fish (5) 

A spot of dancing close with 
tango society? (9) 

Banned words used to thanks 
and surprise (5) 


that's associated with The 4 That lacks worth, ultimately? 
Wash? (7) (3) 

10 Conductor let end of Kyrieand | 5 Published mounted sketch 
Credo go wrong (9) that's superficial (7) 


12 Like hard wood (3) 

13 Marine mollusc moves quickly, 
shedding skin (6) 

15 Gloomy main actor — 
heartless, even (6) 

16 or covered in tinsel mainly 
3 

17 Strong wind meeting hill 

church. This could strip 

surface (9) 

dd good and lawful petition 

7 


22 Right country for ancient 
Italian (5) 

23 Common metal I label 
unknown, rather sarcastically 
(0) 


18 
19 
2 


-— 


Waiter cries — is completely 
lacking one salad ingredient 
(10) 

Late yawn may be hidden here 
(10) 

Relating to X marks in elite 
exam (9) 

Acrobat that's often full of 
drink? (7) 

Relating to vision of paradise 
that is created initially (5) 
Expression of surprise after 
strange card game (5) 

Have the ability to dance — 
but not the repeat (3) 


Yesterday5 solution on page 15 


TRAILFINDERS 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


WHEREVER AND 
WHENEVER, TRUST 
TRAILFINDERS TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOU... 


Trustpilot 5X: pk: 5 k k 


"Truly excellent: patient, friendly, helpful 
& a mine of knowledge, tips and advice." 


Local to You 


43 high street Travel Centres staffed with 
expert Consultants across the UK & Ireland 


Independent Trusted Travel Advice 


On hand 365/24/7, we offer wholly impartial 
advice alongside an extensive range of hand-picked 
quality product 


Unrivalled Care & Protection 
Unique ATOL approved Trust Account 


No Surcharges or Hidden Extras 


With Trailfinders the price you see 
is the price you pay 


ALL YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
TAKEN CARE OF IN ONE PLACE 
Call TRAILFINDERS on 020 7368 1364, 
or visit your local Trailfinders Travel Centre 


aste 


IATA 


ATOL LICENCE: 1458 


caa.co.uk 


COMPLIMENTARY 
SUPERIOR 
DRINKS PACKAGE 
FOR 2024 
DEPARTURES 


£l 


TRADE. 
LOkép “a 


T 
VENN KÉ ma Chip 


With us, you're covered 


+ Which? Recommended Provider for 11 years 
e« Unbeatable value, protected by our Quality Promise 


(RW Call now to book, quoting TIMES-0709 
LATET 48^ @ 08082589214 othetimes.co.uk/riviera M TIMES Travel Offers 


In partnership with Riviera Travel Thursday September 7, 2023 


Bring the magic 
back with a festive 
cruise like no other. 


Relax onboard with a mulled wine or a cozy 
cup of hot chocolate as you watch the winter 
splendour of the Rhine or Danube pass you by. 


As you navigate the river bends, enjoy the 
twinkling towns all dressed up in their festive 
attire before stepping ashore to explore their 
traditional Christmas markets filled with 
delicious treats, alluring aroma's, local gifts 
and festive music, something for all 

the senses. 


Complimentary Superior Drinks package 
on all 2024 departures worth up to 
£400 per person per week" 


Travel from your local airport at no extra cost 
Choose from the widest selection of dates and 
regional departures options and start your 
holiday the way you want to, at no extra cost 


SYON a a as Sa $ 


Festive cruises Complimentary Superior Drinks package* 


EIGHT DAYS y 
DEPARTS 22 DECEMBER 2023 AND 2024 


Price Includes 


@ Seven nights on board in your choice of luxury cabin or 
suite 


e Upgrade to a deluxe or superior suite, or an upper deck 
cabin and benefit from the luxury of RIVIERAPLUS 


All meals on board, (except one lunch if choosing the 
Salzburg excursion), including welcome cocktails, 
Christmas dinner and the Captain's dinner 


Complimentary on-board tea, coffee and Wi-Fi 
(connection speeds may vary) 


Five-star service from an English-speaking crew and 
knowledgeable local guides 


e Services of a Riviera Travel Cruise Director and Concierge 


Your Included Experiences 


e Sixguided tours including Esztergom Basilica, charming 
Bratislava, historic Melk Abbey, baroque Linz or 
magnificent Salzburg, elegant Vienna and captivating 
Budapest 


Visitto Schónbrunn Palace 

On board classical quartet recital 

On board Hungarian Christmas folklore show 
Christmas Day Gala dinner 


To book, visit thetimes.co.uk/riviera-rck 


IERA Call now to book, quoting TIMES-0709 


LO] 948^ @ 0808258 9214 othetimes.co.uk/riviera TIMES Travel Offers 


bility at the relevant supplement. Additional en jay apply. All holidays are subject to availability. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Operated by and s Ie booking conditions of Riviera Tours Ltd, ABTA 
vary per standard deck type. *For 2024 cruises, unlimited quantity of drinks at lunch and from 6pm to midnight while on board (selected drinks av Visit the website for full t&cs. 


Thursday September 7, 2023 


Festive cruises 


In partnership with Riviera Travel 


Complimentary Superior Drinks package?" 


RIVER CRUISE 


FROM 


£2,109 


PER PERSON 


SIX DAYS 
FROM 


£1,799 


PRICE INCLUDES 


Five nights on boardin 
your choice of luxury cabin 
or suite 


All meals on board, 
including the Captain’s 
Dinner and farewell drinks 
Complimentary on-board 
tea, coffee and Wi-Fi 


Five-star service from an 
English-speaking crew 
and knowledgeable local 
guides 


Services of a Cruise 
Director and Concierge 


INCLUDED EXPERIENCES 


Three guided tours 
including Budapest, 
Bratislava and Vienna 


Visit to the magnificent 
Schònbrunn Palace and its 
Yuletide market 


On board Hungarian 
folklore show 


On board live classical 
music recital 


New Year's Eve gala dinner 
and midnight drinks and 
canapés, and a New Year's 
Day brunch 


elcome in the New Year on this splendid cruise along the mighty 

Danube. Experience the imperial grandeur of Vienna and the 
elegance of Budapest, browse at the atmospheric Yuletide markets and 
enjoy the enchanting New Year's Eve celebrations on board. 


Departs 29 December 2024 


To book, visit thetimes.co.uk/riviera-rcy 


ERA 


TRAVEL 


Call now to book, quoting TIMES-O709 
“DABTA 


ABTA No.Va744 


e 0808 258 9214 othetimes.co.uk/riviera 


Prices are per person, based on two sharing and are correct at time of print. Single rooms/cabins are subject to availability at the relevant supplement. Additional entrance costs may apply. All holidays are subject to availability, Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel, Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Tours Ltd, ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430, 
IATA 9127440, a company wholly independent of News UK. Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton-on-Trent, DE ISP. Savings vary per standard deck type. "For 2024 cruises, unlimited quantity of drinks at lunch and from 6pm to midnight while on board (selected drinks available). "A supplement may apply. Visit the website for full t8cs. 


EIGHT DAYS 
DEPARTS 21 DECEMBER 2023 AND 2024 


Price Includes 


e Seven nights on board in your choice of luxury cabin or 
suite 


* Upgrade toa deluxe or superior suite, or an upper deck 
cabin and benefit from the luxury of RIVIERAPLUS 


* All meals on board, including welcome cocktails, 
Christmas dinner and the Captain's dinner 


* Complimentary on-board tea, coffee and Wi-Fi 
(connection speeds may vary) 


* Five-star service from an English-speaking crew and 
knowledgeable local guides 


e Services of a Riviera Travel Cruise Director and Concierge 


Your Included Experiences 


è Six guided tours including atmospheric Koblenz, 
captivating Rüdesheim, historic Speyer, Strasbourg, 
magnificent Cologne and gorgeous Boppard 


* Cruisethrough the spectacular Rhine Gorge 


* Three Christmas market visits including Koblenz, 
Rüdesheim and Speyer 


* On-boardclassical music concert 
* On-boardfestive folklore show 


* Christmas Day Gala Dinner 


To book, visit thetimes.co.uk/r 


SIX DAYS 
FROM 


£1,709 


PRICE INCLUDES 


Five nights on board in 
your choice of luxury cabin 
or suite 


All meals on board, 
including the Captain's 
Dinner and farewell drinks 
Complimentary on-board 
tea, coffee and Wi-Fi 


Five-star service from an 
English-speaking crew 
and knowledgeable local 
guides 


Services of a Cruise e) 
Director and Concierge '. 
I| 


INCLUDED EXPERIENCES 


Four guided tours 
including Rüdesheim, 
Frankfurt, Koblenz and 
Cologne 


Cruise through the 
spectacular Rhine Gorge 


On-board classical music 
concert 


On-board folklore show 
New Year's Eve gala dinner, 
midnight drinks and 


canapés, and a New Year's 
Day brunch 


oh | poe 
“sa iE. 


'rom the splendour of Cologne through the legendary Rhine Gorge to 

magical Rüdesheim and historic Koblenz, immerse yourself in the 
majesty of one of Europe's most romantic rivers and celebrate the New Year 
instyleon this unforgettable Rhine cruise. 


Departs 28 December 2023 and 2024 


To book, visitthetimes.co.uk/riviera-rcj 


1| TIMES Travel Offers 


In partnership with Riviera Travel 


Festive cruises 


Thursday September 7, 2023 


Complimentary Superior Drinks package” 


The Danube's Imperial Cities SIXDAYS 


EIGHT DEPARTURES IN DECEMBER 2023 


and Yuletide Markets su AND DECEMBER 2024 


Price Includes 


RETURN FLIGHTS FROM A SELECTION OF REGIONAL AIRPORTS 


FROM 


£999 


PER PERSON 


FIVE DAYS 
EIGHT DEPARTURES IN DECEMBER 2023 
AND DECEMBER 2024 


Price Includes 


Four nights on board in your choice of luxury cabin or 
suite 


All meals on board, including the Captain’s Dinner and 
farewell drinks 


Complimentary on-board tea, coffee and Wi-Fi 
(connection speeds may vary) 


Five-star service from an English-speaking crew and 
knowledgeable local guides 


Services of a Riviera Travel Cruise Director and 
Concierge 


Your Included Experiences 


e Three guided tours including romantic Riidesheim, 
charming Koblenz and historic Bonn 


e Visit to magnificent Cologne 


e Four Christmas market visits including Riidesheim, 
Koblenz, Bonn and Cologne 


To book, visit thetimes.co.uk/riviera-rcx 


Five nights on board in your choice of luxury cabin or suite 
All meals on board, including the Captain’s Dinner and farewell drinks 


Complimentary on-board tea, coffee and Wi-Fi (connection speeds 
may vary) 


Five-star service from an English-speaking crew and knowledgeable 
local guides 


Services of a Riviera Travel Cruise Director and Concierge 
Your Included Experiences 


* Three guided tours including captivating Budapest, charming Bratislava 
and elegant Vienna 


e Three Christmas market visits including Budapest, Bratislava and Vienna 


To book, visit thetimes.co.uk/riviera-rcw 


Enchanting Rhine and 
Yuletide Markets =... £759 


PER PERSON 


FROM 


RETURN FLIGHTS FROM A SELECTION OF REGION 
AIRPORTS OR EUROSTAR FROM LONDON ST 


IERA Call now to book, quoting TIMES-0709 


VET 9AB^ @ 08082589214 othetimes.co.uk/riviera TIMES Travel Offers 


Prices are per person, based on two sharing and are correct at time of print. Single rooms/cabins are subject to availability at the relevant supplement. Additional entrance costs may apply. All holidays are subject to availability, Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Tours Ltd, ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430, 
IATA 9127440, a company wholly independent of News UK. Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton-on-Trent, DEM ISP. Savings vary per standard deck type. "For 2024 cruises, unlimited quantity of drinks at lunch and from 6pm to midnight while on board (Selected drinks available). tA supplement may apply. Visit the website for full t&cs. 


